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K 52~ BILL NO. fozf

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FQORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY WHO ARE ABSENT TFROM THE
STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO
ROON ON THE DAY BEFORE CERTAIN ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
13-2-212, 13-2-214, 13-2-301, AND 13-13-271, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAKNA:
Section 1. sSection 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United

States service. (1) Any Notwithstanding the provisions of

subsection (3), an elector in the United States service who

is absent from the state and the county of which he 1is a
resident may register by mailing to the election
administrator:

fa) the registration form, filled out and signed; or

{b) the federal post card application, filled out and
signed.

(2) The form of the federal post card application,
which may be used both as an application for registraticn

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of
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{3) A member of the armed forces in active service who

is absent from the state may register toc vote by federal

post card application and vote by federal write-in absentee

ballot for the next primary or general election up to noon

on the day before the election.”

Section 2, secticn 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-2-214. Classification of federal post card

application. (1) Unleas Notwithstanding the provisions of

13-2-212(3), unless the elector 1is already registered, a

federal post card application received from an elector in
the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous
application for registration and for ballot for each primary
and general election in which he is entitled to vote during
the year of its receipt.

[2) Upon receipt by the election administrator of a
federal post card application, properly filled out and
signed, the election administrator shall:

{a) classify the application according to the precinct
in which the elector resides or, 1if the information is
insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an
appropriate precinct;

(b} immediately enter all information in the
registration records of the cffice and either file the post
card application with regular regilscration forms or file a

photocopy attached to a regular registration form on which

INTRODUCED BILL
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the information has been entered;

{c} send to the applicant by the fastest mail service
available a notice that he has been registered and informing
him that a ballot is enclosed or that he will be mailed an
absentee ballot for the next election in which he is
entitled to vote under subsection (1).

(3) The election administrator may use photocopies of
the post card application toc complete all necessary

records.”
Section 3. section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-2-301. Close of registration -— procedure. (i) The
election administrator shall:
(a) close registrations for 30 days before any

election, except as provided in 13-2-212(3); and

{b) publish a netice specifying the day registrations
will close on radic or television as provided in 2-3-105
through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close
of registration.

(2) 1Information to be included in the notice shall be
prescribed by the secretary of state.

(3) An individual whe submits a completed registration
form to the election administrator before the deadline
provided 1in subsection (1y(a) is allowed to correct a

mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.m. on
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the 10th day following the close of registration, and
thereafter the qualified elector is eligible to vote in the
next election.”

Section 4. section 12-13-271, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13~-271. Federal write-in absentee ballot -
qualifications. (1) An elector gqualified by 13-2-21i1 who
fears his regular absentze ballot might not arrive in time
to wvote and return to the election administrator of the
county of his residence and registration may also vote a
federal write—in absentee ballot.

(2) The federal write-in absentee ballot is available
to military perscnnel and c¢ivilians overseas through the
same source that provides federal post card application
forms and is only valid for federal elections.

{(3) ¢Pme Except as provided in 13-2-212(3), the elector

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in
13-13-212(2) not less than 30 days before the general
election."”

NEW SECTION. Section B. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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32  BILL NO. fclf

-

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TC PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY WHO ARE ABSENT FRCM THE
STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO
NOON ON THE DAY BEFCRE CERTAIN ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS
13-2-212, 13-2-214, 13-2-301, AND 13-13-271, MCh; AND
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSecticn 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United

States service. (1) Amy Notwithstanding the provisions of

subsection ({3), an elector in the United States service who

is absent from the state and the county of which he is a
resident may register by mailing to the election
administrator:

(a} the registration form, filled cut and signed; or

{b) the federal post card application, filled out and
signed.

{2) The form of the federal post card application,
which may be used both as an application for registration

and for a balleot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of

Q Monrana Legisiativa Counci

state.

i1
12
13
i4
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
21
24

25

LC 1767/01

{3) A member of the armed forces in active service who

is absent from the state may register to vote by federal

post card application and veote by federal write—-in absentee

ballot for the next primary or general election up to noon

on _the day before the election.”

Section 2. Ssection 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read:
®"13-2-214. Classification of federal post card

application. (1) Yntesa Notwithstanding the provisions of

13-2-212(3), unless the elector is already registered, a

federal post card application received from an elector in
the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous
application for registration and for ballot for each primary
and general election in which he is entitled to vote during
the year of its receipt.

(2) Upon receipt by the election administrator of a
federal post card application, properly filled out and
signed, the election administrator shall:

(a) classify the application according to the precinct
in which the elector resides or, if the Iinformation is
insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an
appropriate precinct;

{b} immediately enter all information in the
registration records of the office and either file the post
card application with regular registration forms or file a

protocopy attached to a regular registration form on which

THIRD READING
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the infFormation has been entered;

{c) send to the applicant by the fastest mail service
available a notice that he has been registered and informing
him that a ballot is enclosed or that he will be mailed an
absentee ballot for the next election in which he is
entitlied to vote under subsection (1).

{3) The electicn administrator may use photocopies of
the post card application to complete all necessary
records.”

Section 3. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-301. Close of registration —— procedure. (1} The
election administrator shall:

{a) close registrations for 30 days before any

election, except as provided in 13-2-212(3); and

{b) publish a notice specifying the day registrations
will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105
through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close
of registration.

{2} Information to be included in the notice shall be
prescribed by the secretary of state.

{3) An individual who submits a completed registration
form te the election administrator before the deadiine
provided in subsection (1)(a) 1is allowed to correct a

mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.m. on
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the 10th day following the c¢lose of registration, and
thereafter the qualified elector is eligible to vote in the
next election.”

Section 4. section 13-13-271, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-271. Federal write-in absentee ballot —=
qualifications. (1) An elector gualified by 13-2-211 who
fears his regular absentee ballot might not arrive in time
to vote and return to the election administrateor of the
county of his residence and registration may also vote a
federal write-in absentee ballot.

{2) The Ffederal write-in absentee ballot is available
to military personnel and civilians overseas through the
same source that provides federal post card application
forms and is only valid for federal elections.

{3} Phe Except as provided in 13-2-212(3})}, the elector

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in
13-13-212(2) not less than 30 days before the general
election."”

KEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This actl] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Page 1 of 1
March 14, 1991

MR. PRESIDENT.

We, your committee on State Administration having had under
consideration House Bill No. 829 (third reading copy -- blue),
respectfully report that House Bill No. 829 be amended and as so
amended be concurred im

1. Title, lines 4 and 5.
Strike: "MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY"
Insert: "electors in United States service"

2. Title, line 8.
Strikes "13-2-214,"

3. Page 1, lines 14 and 15.
Strike: "Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3), an"
Insert: "An"

4. Page 2, line 1.
Strike: "A member of the armed forces in active service"
Insert: "An elector in the United States service"

5. Page 2, line 2.
Following: "state”
Insert: "and county of which he is a resident”

6. Page 2, line 6 through line 9 on page 3.
Strike: secticon 2 in its entirety
Renumber: subsequent sections

Signed: 5&%/ /J“‘? /lf""

Eleanor Vaughn, Chairman

st/

,cyﬁd, Coord.
SR 3 /IS
Sec.,” of Senate

SENAT%
He y1



52nd Legislature

10
11
12
13
14
1

16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

HB 0B29/02

HOUSE BILL NO. 829

INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT 70O PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS

OF-PHE-ARMED-PORCES-ON-ACTIVE-DUPY ELECTORS IN UNITED STATES

SERVICE WHO ARE ABSENT FRCM THE STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE
AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO NOON ON THE DAY BEFORE
CERTAIN ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-212, 313-2-Zi4s
13-2-301, AND 13-13-271, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE

EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-212. Reglatraticon of electors in the United

States service. (1) Any Netwiechseamdima-the-provisions-of

subsestton-{t3y7-an AN elector in the United States service

who is absent from the state and the county of which he is a
resident may register by mailing to the election
administrator:

{(a) the registration form, filled out and signed; or

{b) the federal post card application, Eilled ocut and
signed,

{2) The form of the federal post card applicaticn,

whicn may be used both as an application for
¥ E
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state.

{3) A-member-ef-the-aArmed-farees—in-accive-—serviee AN

ELECTOR IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE who is absent from the

state AND COUNTY OF WHICH HE IS A RESIDENT may register to

vocte by federal post card applicaticn and vote by federal

write-in absentee ballot for the next primary or general

election up to noon on the day before the election."”

Section 2 —Section 132 24— MG~ ie anended-to- readt——
L33-2-2t4-—-Elassification—-—-—of-—~federai—--peost--—card

appltcations-{tiy-tniess Notwithsranding-—-the--provistona--of

$3-2-232¢3¥7--dntess the--eiector—-its-arready-registered;-a

federat-post-card-apptication-received-from——an—-etecktor-—in
the-Hatred-States-service-shati-be-treaced-as-a-simuitanecus
apptteation-for-registracion-and-for-batiot-for-each-primary
and--gensral-etection-in-whieh-he-ts-entitied-te-vore-during
cshe-year-of-ita-receipts
t2y--Hpen-recetpt-bhy-the--plection--—adminitstrator--of--»
federat--posc--card--appticatitony--properiy--fitied--ene-and
signed; -+he-cliecrion-admintacrator-shati-
tat--ciasstfy-rhe-appitearion-according-to-the--precinct
tn-—which--the--eiectar--rasides--sp;——tf-ene—informarian—is
tnaunffictent-to-determine-precrnct-af-reatdancar--gasign-—an
appropriate-precinets
thi-—tmmedtatety-——-ancer---ati---tnformactan---rn---the

reqistracion-records-ocf-che-offiee-and-etther-fite-cne--posc

-2 HE 829
REFERENCE BILL

AS AMENDED
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card-—-apptication--with-reguimr-registraticon-forms-or-fiie-a
photocopy-atrached-te-~a-regninar-regiastration-form-—on~-whieh
ehe-infarmacion-has-been-enteredr
tey-——send-—ta-—che-appricant-by-the-fascpac-mati-service
avatianie-a-morice-char-he-has-been-registered-and-informeing
him-that-a-batict—ts-enciosed-or-that-he-witi-be--matied--an
absantes-—-paliot-—for——-the-—nexe-—eteceion—-tn——whiteh-—he-ia
entrtied-to-vote-under-aubsection—t:y-
t3}--Fhe-etectisn-adminrstrator-nay-use-—photscapies--of
tRe---past--—ecard--appiteation-~-eo--compisate-—-aii-—necessary

recordsact

Section 2. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. (1} The
election administrator shall:

(a) close registrations for 30 days before any

election, except as provided in 13-2-312(3); and

{b) publish a notice specifying the day registrations
will «close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105
through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close
of registration.

(2} Information to be included in the notice shall be
prescribed by the secretary of state.

{(3) An individual who submits a completed registration

form to the election administrator before the deadline

—3- HB 829
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provided in subsection (lj)(a) 1is allowed to correct a
mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.m. cn
the 10th day following the close of registration, and
thereafter the gqualified elector is eligible to vote in the
next election.”

Section 3. sSection 13-13-271, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-13-271. Federal write—in absentee ballot -
qualifications. (1) An elector qualified by 13-2-212 who
fears his regular absentee ballot might not arrive in time
to vote and return to the election administrater of the
county of his resideace and registration may also vote a
federal write-in absentee ballot.

t2) The federal write-in absentee ballot is available
to military personnel and civilians overseas through the
same source that provides federal post card application
forms and is only valid for federal elections.

(3) Phe Lxcept as provided in 13-2-212(3), the elector

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in
13-13-212(2) not less than 30 days before the general
election.”

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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