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ON STATE ADMINISTRATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
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INTRODUCED BY - 5/.!' • BILL NO. ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS 

OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY WHO ARE ABSENT FROM THE 

STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO 

NOON ON THE DAY BEFORE CERTAIN ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-212, 13-2-214, 13-2-301, AND 13-13-271, MCA; 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

AND 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (1) A"Y Notwithstanding the provisions of 

subsection UlL an elector in the United States service who 

is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register by mailing to the election 

administrator: 

{a) the registration form, filled out and signed; or 

(b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed. 

(2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state. 

~~ """"'"• coun,., 
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LC 1767/01 

ill A member of the ~m~d forces i~ active service who 

is absent from the state may register to vote by federal 

post card application and vote by federal write-in absentee 

ballot for the next primary or general election up to noon 

on the day before the election. 11 

Section 2. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

application. (1) 8n¼eee Notwithstanding the provisions of 

13-2-212(3), unless the elector is already registered, a 

federal post card application received from an elector in 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous 

application for registration and for ballot for each primary 

and general election in which he is entitled to vote during 

the year of its receipt. 

(2) Upon receipt by the election administrator of a 

federal post card application, properly filled out and 

signed, the election administrator shall: 

{a} classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an 

appropriate precinct; 

(b) immediately enter all information in the 

registration records of the office and either file the pose 

card application wich regular regiscration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular registration form on which 

-2-
INTRODUCED BILL 
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the information has been entered; 

(c} send to the applicant by the fastest mail service 

available a notice that he has been registered and informing 

him that a ballot is enclosed or that he wi~l be mailed an 

absentee ballot for the next election in which he is 

entitled to vote under subsection {l). 

(3) The election administrator may use photocopies of 

the post card application to complete all necessary 

records.'' 

Section 3. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. (l) The 

election administrator shall: 

(a) close registrations for 30 days before any 

election, except as provided in 13-2-212(3); and 

{b} publish a notice specifying the day registrations 

will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

of registration. 

(2) Information to be included in the notice shall be 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) An individual who submits a completed registration 

form to the election administrator before the deadline 

provided 1n subsection ( l )(a) is allowed to correct a 

mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.rn. on 

-J-
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the 10th day following the close of registration, and 

thereafter the qualified elector is eligible to vote in the 

next election." 

Section 4. Section 13-13-271, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-271. Federal write-in absentee ballot 

qualifications. (1) An elector qualified by 13-2-211 who 

fears his regular absentee ballot might not arrive in time 

to vote and return to the election administrator of the 

county of his residence and registration may also vote a 

federal write-in absentee ballot. 

(2) The federal write-in absentee ballot is available 

to military personnel and civilians overseas through the 

same source that provides federal post card application 

forms and is only valid for federal elections. 

(3) ~he Except as provided in 13-2-212(3), the elector 

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in 

13-13-212(2) not less than JO days before the general 

election.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-
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INTRODUCED BY ~;_ •• BILL NO. ,f'.d-. f 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS 

OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY WHO ARE ABSENT FROM THE 

STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO 

NOON ON THE DAY BEFORE CERTAIN ELECTIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-2-212, 13-2-214, 13-2-301, AND 13-13-271, MCA; 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

AND 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service. (1) Any Notwithstanding the provisions of 

subsection (3), an elector in the United States service who 

is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register by mailing to the election 

administrator: 

(a) the registration form, filled out and signed; or 

(b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed. 

(2) The form of the federal post card application, 

which may be used both as an application for registration 

and for a ballot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

state. 

~,o,;,1a, .. aco=• 
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(3) A member of the armed forces in active service who 

absent from the state may register to vote by federal 

post card application and vote by federal write-in absentee 

ballot for the next primary or general election up to noon 

on the da,I_ before the election." 

Section 2. Section 13-2-214, MCA, is amended to <ead: 

"13-2-214. Classification of federal post card 

application. (l) en~ess Notwithstanding the provisions of 

13-2-212(3), unless the elector is already registered, a 

federal post card application received from an elector in 

the United States service shall be treated as a simultaneous 

application for registration and for ballot for each primary 

and general election in which he is entitled to vote during 

the year of its receipt. 

(2) Upon receipt by the election administrator of a 

federal post card application, properly filled out and 

signed, the election administrator shall: 

(a) classify the application according to the precinct 

in which the elector resides or, if the information is 

insufficient to determine precinct of residence, assign an 

appropriate precinct; 

{bJ immediately enter all information in the 

registration records of the office and either file the post 

card application with regular registration forms or file a 

photocopy attached to a regular 

-2-
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the information has been entered; 

(c) send to the applicant by the fastest mail service 

available a notice that he has been registered and informing 

him that a ballot is enclosed or that he will be mailed an 

absentee ballot for the next election in which he is 

entitled to vote under subsection (1). 

(3) The election administrator may use photocopies of 

the post card application to complete 

records." 

all necessary 

Section 3. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. (1) The 

election administrator shall: 

ta) close registrations for 30 days before any 

election, except as provided in 13-2-212(3); and 

(b) publish a notice specifying the day registrations 

will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

of registration. 

(2J Information to be included in the notice shall be 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

22 (3) An individual who submits a completed registration 

23 form to the election administrator before the deadline 

24 provided in subsection (l)(a) is allowed to correct a 

25 mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.m. on 

-3-
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the 10th day following the close of registration, and 

thereafter the qualified elector is eligible to vote in the 

next election.~ 

Section 4. Section 13-13-271, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-271. Federal write-in absentee ballot 

qualifications. (1) An elector qualified by 13-2-211 who 

fears his regular absentee ballot might not arrive in time 

to vote and return to the election administrator of the 

county of his residence and registration may also vote a 

federal write-in absentee ballot. 

(2) The federal write-in absentee ballot is available 

to military personnel and civilians overseas through the 

same source that provides federal post card application 

forms and is only valid for federal elections. 

(3) ~he Except as provided in 13-2-212(3), the elector 

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in 

13-13-212(2) not less than 30 days before the general 

election." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4-



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT 1. 

Page 1 of 1 
March 14, 1991 

We, your committee on State Administration having had under 
consideration House Bill No. 829 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report that House Bill No. 829 be amended and as so 
amended be concurred in1 

1. Title, lines 4 and 5. 
Strike1 "MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY" 
Inserts "electors in United States service" 

2. Title, line 8. 
Strike, "13-2-214," 

3. Page 1, lines 14 and 15. 
Strike, "Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (3), an" 
Insert, "An" 

4. Page 2, line 1. 
Strike, "A member of the armed forces in active service· 
Insert: "An elector in the United States service" 

5. Page 2, line 2. 
Following, "state• 
Insert, "and county of which he is a resident" 

6. Page 2, line 6 through line 9 on page 3. 
Strike, section 2 in its entirety 
Renumber, subsequent sections 

Signed, ~ d.<--;; £:.--
Eleanor Vaifghn, Chairman 

SENATE. 
H8 ri..'f 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 829 

INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT MEMBERS 

8P-~HB-ARMEB-P8R€ES-8H-A€TfYE-BHT¥ ELECTORS IN UNITED STATES 

SERVICE WHO ARE ABSENT FROM THE STATE MAY REGISTER TO VOTE 

AND VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT UP TO NOON ON THE DAY BEFORE 

CERTAIN ELECTIONS: AMENDING SECTIONS lJ-2-212, ±3-x-r±4, 

lJ-2-301, ANO 13-13-271, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

w13-2-212. Registration of electors in the United 

States service .. (1) Any Ho~w±~h~tend±ng-the-pre~±e~on~-o~ 

sttbe~et±on-t3t,-en AN elector in the United States service 

who is absent from the state and the county of which he is a 

resident may register by mailing to the election 

administrator: 

(a) the registration form, filled out and signed: or 

(b) the federal post card application, filled out and 

signed. 

(2) The form oE the federal post card applicaticn, 

whicn ~ay te ~sed both as an application f~r reg1st~aci=~ 

and for a oallot, shall be prescribed by the secretary of 

~n, '-•""''"• couno, 
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state. 

{3) A-m~meer-e£-th~-arm@~-~ere~s-±n-eet±v~--~~~~±ee AN 

ELECTOR IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE who is absent from the 

state AND COUNTY OF WHICH HE IS A RESIDENT may register to 

vote bv federal post card application and vote by federal 

write-in absentee ballot for the next primary or general 

election up to noon on the day before the election." 

S-eeti-on 

u¼~-i-%140--e±ee~irteatien----oi---redere±---post---eerd 

appi±ee~¼ono-t¼t-8n±ess No~wi~h~tand¼ng--the--provis¼o"s--0£ 

±3-~-~¼it~t,--~n¼ess the--e¼ector--±s-e¼reedy-regist~red,-a 

redera±-post-eer~-app±ication-reeet~ed-from--en--e¼eeter--±n 

the-Hn¼ted-States-~erviee-~hai¼-be-treated-as-e-sim~ttaneotts 

app¼~eetion-ror-regt~tretion-and-ror-Oa±¼ot-for-eae"-pr±mary 

and--~enere¼-e¼eetion-¼n-wh¼ek-ne-i~-~ntitTed-to-~ote-dttrtng 

the-year-of-its-reee±pto 

fit--Hpen-reeei~t-by-t~e--e¼eetion--edm±n~~trator--of--a 

fed~rei--po~~--eard--eppiieat½on 7 --proper¼y--£i!!e0--ettt-and 

~~9ned,-the-e±eet±on-adm±n~strator-9"a!¼~ 

tat--e±a99i~y-the-app¼¼eet¼en-eeeord¼ng-to-the--p~eeinet 

in--wnteh--tne--e±ee~or--~es±des--or,--±~-tne-±n£ormat±on-±9 

in9~ffteient-to-determ±ne-p~ee~net-of-res±eenee,--a~~±gn--an 

6p~r~pri~te-preetn~~, 

t~t--i~~ed±ate±y----~nter---d±±---tnfe~~aeten---~n---t~e 

r~~i~trat~on-reeor~~-o~-th~-offiee-and-e¼~her-fi¼e-e~e--post 

-2- HB 829 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS A1'£NDED 
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eard--app¼iea~±on--with-regttiar-req¼~tration-£orms-or-fiie-e 

pfte~oeepy-aeeaehe~-te-a-regtt~er-registretio~-form--on--wh±en 

the-±n£ermatton-has-eeen-enteree; 

tet--send--to--~he-appiteant-o~-the-fa~te9t-mai±-serv~ee 

a~a±iae~e-a-noe±ee-thae-he-has-been-reqtstered-and-informtnq 

him-t~at-e-ba¼½ot-+~-ene¼esed-or-that-he-w±½T-be--ma~~ee--an 

absentee--ba¼¼ot--for--ehe--next--e¼eetton--±n--w~ieh--he-±s 

entit¼ed-to-~ote-ttnder-~ttb~ection-tit~ 

t3t--~he-eieet±on-adm±n±strator-may-tt~e--photoeeptes--o£ 

tne---pest---eard--appT±eet±on--to--eomp¼ete--a¼±--neeeesary 

reeords~u 

Section 2. Section 13-2-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1]-2-301. Close of registration -- procedure. {l) The 

election administrator shall: 

(a) close registrations for 30 days before any 

election, except as orovided in 13-2-212(3); and 

(b) publish a notice specifying the day registrations 

will close on radio or television as provided in 2-3-105 

through 2-3-107 or in a newspaper of general circulation in 

the county at least once a week for 3 weeks before the close 

of registration. 

(2) Information to be included in the notice shall be 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) An individual who submits a comple~ed registration 

25 form to the election administrator before tt1e deadline 

-3- HB 829 
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provided in subsection (l)(a) is allowed to correct a 

mistake on the completed registration form until 5 p.m. en 

the 10th day following the close of registration, and 

thereafter the qualified elector is eligible to vote in the 

next election." 

Section 3. Section J.3-13-271, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-271. Federal write-in absentee ballot 

qualifications. (1) An elector qualified by 13-2-211 who 

fears his regular absentee ballot might not arrive in time 

to vote and return to the election administrator of the 

county of his residence and registration may also vote a 

federal write-in absentee ballot. 

(2) The federal write-in absentee ballot is available 

to military personnel and civilians overseas through the 

same source that provides federal post card application 

forms and is only valid for federal elections. 

(3) ~~~ Except as provided in 13-2-212(3), the elector 

shall apply for a regular absentee ballot as provided in 

13-13-212(2) not less than 30 days before the general 

election." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act) is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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