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S£ ~ INTRODUCED BY ~([\JILL NO • ..a£.l. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING FROM FIVE TO 

SEVEN THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS ON THE FISH AND GAME COMMISSION: 

REVISING THE AREAS USED TO DETERMINE APPOINTMENT OF 

COMMISSION MEMBERS FROM FIVE COMMISSION DISTRICTS TO THE 

SEVEN FISH AND GAME ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2-15-1883 AND 2-15-3402, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-15-3402, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-15-3402. Pish and game comaission -- composition -

qualifications -- quasi-judicial. (1) There is a fish and 

game commission. 

(2) The commission consists of fi•e ~members.At 

least one member shall be experienced in the breeding and 

management of domestic livestock. The governor shall appoint 

one member from each of the £o¼¼owing-diseriets~ 

tat--B¼str¼e~--Ne~--½y--eens¼st¼ng-e!-C¼nee¼n7-P¼athead, 

Saftders7-bt~e7-Mineral;-Missott¼a7-Pewe¼¼,-Rava¼¼i7--Sranite; 

and-&ewie-anft-e¼ar~-eo~nties7 

tbt--Bistriet--Noe--i,--eons±st±ng-0£-eeer-bed9e7-S¼½ver 

Bow,-Bea~erhead,-Mad+~on,-Jefferson,--Broadwater,--Sa!iat±n, 

Park,-and-Sweet-Srass-eettnt+es; 

~,..,...,,,_caunc;, 
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LC 1933/01 

tet--B±str±et--NoT--37--eons¼st+n9--0£--6¼aeier7--~ee¼e; 

b±berty,--H±¼t,--Pendera7--~eten7--€hottteau7 -easeade7 -attdith 

Bas±n,-Per9us,-B¼a±ne,-Meagher,-and-Wheat¼and-eettnt±es~ 

tdt--B±striet-Nee-47--eonsist¼ng--0£--Phi¼¼±ps7--Va¼¼ey, 

Banie¼e7 --Sheridan,--Rooee¥e¼t7-Petro¼ettffl7-Sar£+e¼dr-Meeone, 

R±eh¼and,-Bawson,-and-Wibattx-eottnties; 

tet--a±seriet--Ne~--S7--eens±st¼ng--0£--6oiden---Va¼¼ey, 

Musse¼she¼¼,--st±¼iwater,--earbon;--¥e¼¼owstone7--B¼g--Horn, 

~reasttre7-Rosebttd7-ecster,-Powder-Riwer7-earter7-Pa¼¼on7-and 

Pra¼rie-eettntiese seven fish and game administrative regions 

established by the department of fish, wildlife, and parks. 

(3) Appointments shall be made without regard to 

political affiliation and shall be made solely for the wise 

management of the fish, wildlife, and state parks, and other 

outdoor recreational resources of this state. A person may 

not be appointed to the commission unless he is informed or 

interested and experienced in the subject of wildlife, fish, 

and outdoor recreation and the requirements for the 

conservation and protection of fish, game, game birds, 

animals, and outdoor recreational resources. 

(4) A vacancy occurring on the commission shall be 

filled by the governor in the same manner and from the 

d±etr±et administrative region in which the vacancy occurs. 

(5) The fish and game commission is designated as a 

quasi-judicial Ooard for 

-2-

purposes of 2-15-124. 

INTRODUCED BILL 
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Notwithstanding the provisions of 2-15-124(1), the governor 

is not required to appoint an attorney to setve as a member 

of the commission." 

Section 2. Section 2-15-1883, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-15-1883. (Temporary) Board of outfitters. (l) There 

is a board of outfitters. 

(2) (a) The board consists of seven members to be 

appointed by the governor. 

(b) Five members must be licensed outfitters who are 

~ctively involved in the outfitting business. At least one 

of the outfitter members must be a person primarily engaged 

in the fishing outfitting business. Each outfitter member 

shali represent one of the five districts designated in 

~¼5-348~tit subsection (2J(c). Two qualified persons in 

each district must be nominated for appointment by the 

licensed outfitters residing in that district by submitting 

by mail a notarized ballot, in a form and manner prescribed 

by the board. The board shall also prescribe a procedure fer 

selecting persons to, be nominated by mail-in ballot. The two 

outfitters receiving the most votes must be nominated for 

appointment. The department of coaaerce is responsible for 

all noti.fic.ations, reporting, and counting. of ballots. NaI'.11.es 

of n;ominees must be submitted to the governor, who w-ill 

select ct1e outfitter from each district to be a board 

member. 
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1£.l Nominees must be selected from the following 

districts: 

(i) District No. 1, consisting of Lincoln, Flathead! 

Sanders, Lake, Mineral, Missoula, Powell, Ravalli, Gr~~ite, 

and Lewis and Clark Counties; 

(ii) District No. 2, consisting of Deer Lodge, Silver 

Bow, Beaverhead, Madison, Jefferson, Broadwater, Gallatin, 

Park, and Sweet Grass Counties: 

(iii) District No~ 3, consisting of Glacier, Toole, 

Liberty, Hill, Pondera, Teton, Chouteau, Cascade, Judith 

Basin, Fergus, Blaine, Meagher, and Wheatland Counties: 

(iv) District No. 4, consisting of Phillips, Valley, 

Daniels, Sheridan, Roosevelt, Petroleum, Garfield, McCone, 

Richland. Dawson, and Wibaux Counties; and 

W District No. 5, consisting of Golden Valley, 

Mus$elshell, Stillwater, Carbon, Yellowstone, Big Horn, 

Treasure, Rosebud, Custer, Powder River, Carter, Fallon, and 

Prairie ~aunties. 

tetfil 'fh<t governor shall also appoint one member wno 

is an employee of the department of fish, wildlife, and 

parks and one membttr froa the general public. 

(3) A vacancy on the board must b<t filled in the 

manner as the o:r-iginal appointment. 

same 

( 4} The members shall serve staggered l-year terms a-nd 

take office on th<> day they are elected. 

-4-
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(5) The board is allocated to the department of 

commerce for administrative purposes only as prescribed in 

2-15-121, 

{6) Each member of the board is entitled to receive 

c,Jmpensa t ion 

37-1-133. 

and travel expenses as provided for in 

2-15-1883. (Effective July 1, 1991) Montana outfitters' 

council. (1) There is a Montana outfitters' council. 

(2) The council consists of seven members. Each member 

shall be a licensed outfitter and shall represent one of the 

seven fish and game administrative districts. At least one 

of the members must be a person primarily engaged in the 

fishing outfitting business. A member shall be selected by 

the licensed outfitters residing in that district by 

submitting by mail a notarized ballot, in a form and manner 

prescribed by the council. The council shall also prescribe 

a procedure for nominating persons to be elected by mail-in 

ballot. The outfitter receiving the highest number of votes 

cast by written ballot shall be the member from the 

20 district. The outfitter receiving the second highest number 

21 of votes shall be the alternate member to serve if the 

22 member is unable to act. 

23 (3) If the member and the alternate resign or a vacancy 

24 exists fc~ any reason on the council, ~he council at its 

25 next official meeting after the vacancy occurs shall 
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recommend to the director of the department of fish, 

wildlife, and parks the names of two licensed outfitters 

residing in the administrative region where the vacancy 

occurred to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the 

unexpired term. If a vacancy cannot be filled from that 

administrative region, the appointment must be made from an 

adjoining region. If a vacancy cannot be filled from an 

adjoining region, the appointment must be made from any 

remaining region. The director shall fill the vacancy from 

the names submitted. 

(4} The members shall serve staggered 3-year terms and 

take office on the day they are elected. 

(5) The council is allocated to the department. 

(6) The council is not subject to the provisions of 

2-15-122. 

(7) Members of the council are entitled to be 

reimbursed and compensated as are members of advisory 

councils in 2-15-122(5}~" 

-End-
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