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HOUSE BILL NO. 678 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

FEBRUARY 7, 1991 

FEBRUARY 8, 1991 
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MARCH 28, 1991 

APRIL 3, 1991 
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APRIL 9, 1991 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
00 PASS. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 97; NOES, 2. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 50; NOES, O. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 



APRIL 10, 1991 THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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BILL NO. L~ 7 f' ---

INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST OF/~ DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF THE STATE MOTOR POOL AND 

TO STATE-OWNED AND LEASED MOTOR VEHICLES; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2-17-402, 2-17-411, 2-17-412, 2-17-413, 2-17-421, 

2-17-422, 2-17-423, 2-17-431, AND 2-17-432, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-402. Seal on motor vehicles. A motor vehicle 

owned by the state she¼¼ must have a seal 8 inches in 

diameter placed upon the vehicle in accordance with the 

rules adopted by the department of highways,--moeor--pooi 

d-i:'tfis±or,." 

Section 2. Section 2-17-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

0 2-17-411. Helena-based motor pool department of 

highways,--mocor--peo¼--divis±eft exceptions- I l} The 

department of highways7--moeo~--~oo¼--d¼Yis±on, is the 

custodian of all motor vehicles operated out of the Helena 

area used primarily to carry passengers or having a cargo 

rating of three-quarters of a ton or less and which do not 

carry specialized equipment that would render them unfit for 
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interagency use, owned or leased by the state or its 

agencies. 

(2} This part does not apply to a motor vehicle used in 

the service of the governor, the attorney general, or the 

highway patrol." 

Section 3. Section 2-17-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-412. Assignment and transfer. (1) The department 

of highways,-me~o~-~eo¼-d±•i~ienr may assign the use of 

state-owned or leased motor vehicles under its control to 

state officersL o~-¼"s~¼e~e¼ens st3te age~cies, or employees 

thereof of state agencies. 

{2) All motor vehicles in the custody of the department 

of highways,-mo~or-~oo¼-d±Yis±on,-wh±eh that are not placed 

under custody of the di•±~±on department by 2-17-411 sha±± 

must be equitably transferred to the custody of those 

agencies that have need of vehicles as demonstrated by use 

records." 

Section 4. Section 2-17-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-413. Interagency rental. The department of 

highways,--motor-poo¼-d¼Yiaten, shall pcomulgate regulations 

for interagency rental of motor vehicles. These regulations 

shall govern the manner in which vehicles in the custody of 

one agency and for a time not required for use by that 

agency can be rented by another agency far its use. These 

regulations shall also establish the charge for vehicle 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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rental which ~ay include reimbursement of actual costs for 

administtation, maintenance, service, operation, storage, 

and replacement costs of these vehicles." 

Section 5. Section 2-17-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-421. Use -- state business only -- exception -­

compensation for driving personal vehicle -- penalty for 

private use. i!.l A state officer or employee may not use a 

state-owned or leased motor vehicle for his own personal and 

private use, nor may he be compensated for driving his own 

motor vehicle unless that motor vehicle is used on state 

business. 

(2) The department of highways may require that a decal 

be affixed to the instrument panel of each state-owned 

vehicle with the following information contained on the 

decal: 

"Any officer or employee of the state government who 

uses or authorizes the use of any state-owned 

motor-propelled vehicle, or of any mo~or-.E.EE.eelled vehicle 

leased by the state government, for other than official 

purposes may be removed from office by the head of the 

department or establishment concerned." 

(3) The private use of state-owned or leased motor 

vehicles for emergency travel-related purposes by employees 

~ a truvel status may be approved by the head of the 

department or agency co·ncerned. 
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(4) The head of the department or agency concerned may 

terminate the employment of any employee using state-owned 

or leased vehicles for personal or private use." 

Section 6. Section 2-17-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-422. Operating history. All motor vehicle 

operating history records for motor vehicles under control 

of the department of highways,-mecer-poo¼-d~¥¼s~en7-sha¼¼ 

must be entered in the department of highways,--me~er--peo¼ 

e~¥¼s~e~. These records sfta¼¼ must show the purchase price 

of the vehicle and the items of expense incurred in the 

operation of the vehicle, including the expenses of gas, 

oil, repairs, labor, storage, and service. A 

suINnary of the operating cost and history record 

complete 

of all 

state-owned or leased vehicles and trucks shal¼ must be 

prepared for each fiscal year. 11 

Section 7. Section 2-17-423, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-423. Use rules. (1) The department of highways, 

mot:er--~ool-atvt~±on, may adopt and enforce reasonable rules 

governing the use and operation of motor vehicles under 

control of the department of highways,-fflot:or--peo:l::-di¥%:sion. 

(2) The department shall establish reasonable rules 

governing: 

(a) employee responsibility for misuse and negligent 

damage of state-owned or leased vehicles; 

(b) determination of when the use of privately owned 

-4-
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vehicles on state business may be justified as in the best 

interest of the state; 

(c) procedures for determining when a state vehicle is 

not available for use. 

(3) The d~v~~¼eft department shall adopt 

travel rules providing: 

(a) for filing an application for 

and formulate 

travel showing 

necessity for trips, points to be visited, approximate time 

of departure and return; 

(b} for filing a report upon completion of the trip, 

showing actual points reached, mileage traveled, and car 

cost record data; and 

13 (c) for recording in the car operating history record 

14 book all items of expense incurred in the purchase of gas, 

15 oil, repairs, labor, storage, or service;-and~ 

16 tdt--that--a-deea¼-~e-a£r±~ed-to-t~e-±n~t~ttment-~ane¼-o£ 

17 e~ery-state-owned-~ehicle--with--the--~ol¼oving--information 

18 eontained-on-the-deeai~ 

19 uAny--orrieer--or--emp¼oyee--0€-the-state-9o•ernfflent-who 

20 ttses---er---atttherizee---the---ttse---or---any----etate-owned 

21 motor-propelled---passenger--carryinq--~ehie¼e,--or--0£--any 

22 metor-prope¼¼ed-passen9er-earryin9--~ehie±e--±eased--by--the 

23 s~a~e--gover~ment;-~er-other-than-off~eiai-parpo~e9-~heT¼-be 

24 Stlffll'ftarily-r~moved-£~em-o££iee-by-the-nead-of-t~e--de~~r~ment 

25 of-este:b±i~hment-eoneerned.-;- 11 " 
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Section 8. Section 2-17-431, MCA, is a.mended to read: 

•2-17-431. Costs. The department of highways7-fflO~o~ 

poo¼-a~v~~ioft, may charge the individual state agencies 

using the motor vehicles the actual costs for administration 

and their maintenance, service, storage, and replacement.n 

Section 9. Section 2-17-432, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-432. Violation a misdemeanor ----dism¼ssa¼. A 

state officer or employee violating this part is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and--ttpon--conviction--eha¼±--be-d±sm±ssed-r~om 

s,:l!S~e-emp±oyment. " 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

;: ,Fr 13.E_I::: NO. Q_[ 
INTRODUCED BY 

'E DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF TIIE STATE MOTOR POOL AND 

TO STATE-OWNED AND LEASED MOTOR VEHICLES; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2-17-402, 2-17-411, 2-17-412, 2-17-413, 2-17-421, 

2-17-422, 2-17-423, 2-17-431, AND 2-17-432, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-402. Seal on a:>tor vehicles. A motor vehicle 

owned by the state sha¼¼ must have a seal 8 inches in 

diameter p:3ced upon the vehicle in accordance with the 

rules adopted by the department of highways,--mo~or--peo¼ 

d¼v¼s¼ert. 11 

Section 2. Section 2-17-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-411. Helena-based motor pool department of 

higbways,--motor--pee¼--d¼v±s¼on exceptions. (1) The 

department of highways7--motor--peo½--d¼v¼s¼on, is the 

custodian of all motor vehicles operated out of the Helena 

area used primarily to carry passengers or having a cargo 

rating of three-quarters of a ton or less and which do not 

carry specialized equipment that would render them unfit for 
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interagency use, owned or leased by the state or its 

agencies. 

(2) This part does not apply to a motor vehicle used in 

the service of the governor, the attorney general, or the 

highway patrol." 

Section 3. Section 2-17-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-412. Assignment and transfer. (1) The department 

of highways7-moto~-pee¼-divisien, may assign the use of 

state-owned or leased motor vehicles under its control to 

state officers~ or-¼ns~i~ttCiofts state agencies, or employees 

theree£ of state agencies. 

(2) All motor vehicles in the custody of the department 

of highways7-metor-poo¼-di¥isien7 -wh¼eh that are not placed 

under custody of the d±T±sion department by 2-17-411 shall 

must be equitably transferred to the custody of those 

agencies that have need of vehicles as demonstrated by use 

records.'' 

Section 4. Section 2-17-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-413. Interagency rental. The department of 

highways7--Me~e~-~oo¼-dtYisieft7 shall promulgate regulations 

for interagency rental of motor vehicles. These regulations 

shall govern the manner in which vehicles in the custody of 

one agency and for a time not required for use by that 

agency can be cented by another agency for its use. These 

regulations shall also establish the charge for vehicle 

-2-
SECOND READING 

118 t, 18 
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rental which may include reimbursement of actual costs for 

administration, maintenance, service, operation, storage, 

and replacement costs of these vehicles." 

Section 5. section 2-17-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-421. Use -- state business only -- exception 

coepensation for driving personal vehicle -- penalty for 

private use. ill. A state officer or employee may not use a 

state-owned or leased motor vehicle for his own personal and 

private use, nor may he be compensated for driving his own 

motor vehicle unless that motor vehicle is used on state 

business. 

(2) The department of highways may require that a decal 

be affixed to the instrument panel of each state-owned 

vehicle with the following information contained on the 

decal: 

"Any officer or employee of the state government who 

uses or authorizes the use of any state-owned 

motor-propelled vehicle, or of any motor-~elled vehicle 

leased by the state government, for other than official 

purposes may be removed from office by the head of the 

department or establishment concerned." 

(3) The private use of state-owned or leased motor 

vehicles for emergency travel-related purposes by employees 

in a travel status may be approved by the head of the 

department or agency concerned. 

-3-
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(4) The head of the department or agency concerned may 

terminate the employment of any employee using state-owned 

or leased vehicles for personal or private use." 

Section 6. Section 2-17-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-422. Operating history. All motor vehicle 

operating history records for motor vehicles under control 

of the department of highwaysT-me~er-peo¼-~¼v¼s¼on7-sha¼¼ 

~ be entered in the department of highways,--me~er--poo¼ 

division. These records shall must show the purchase price 

of the vehicle and the items of expense incurred in the 

operation of the vehicle, including the expenses of gas, 

oilr repairs, labor, storage, and service. A complete 

summary of the operating cost and history record of all 

state-owned or leased vehicles and trucks sha¼¼ must be 

prepared for each fiscal year." 

Section 7. Section 2-17-423, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-423. Use rules. 11) The department of highways7 

moto~--poo¼-d¼•ision, may adopt and enforce reasonable rules 

governing the use and operation of motor vehicles under 

control of the department of highways7-mo~or-pooi-di•ision. 

(2) The department shall establish reasonable rules 

governing: 

(a) employee responsibility for misuse and negligent 

damage of state-owned or leased vehicles; 

(b) determination of when the use of privately owned 

-4-
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vehicles on state business may be justified as in the best 

interest of the state; 

(c) procedures for determining when a state vehicle is 

not available for use. 

{3) The d±~±s¼on department shall adopt and formulate 

travel rules providing: 

(a) for filing an application for travel showing 

necessity for trips, points to be visited, approximate time 

of departure and return; 

(b) for filing a report upon completion of the trip, 

showing actual points reached, mileage traveled, and car 

12 cost tecord data; and 

13 (c) for recotding in the car operating history record 

14 book all items of expense incurred in the purchase of gas, 

15 oil, repairs, labor, storage, or service;-and~ 

16 tdt--that--a-deeo½-be-a£f¼~ed-to-the-±nstrttment-panei-of 

17 every-state-ewned-vehiete--with--the--fo¼½ow¼ng--in£ormat±on 

18 eontaineft-on-the-decai~ 

19 uAny--o££±eer--or--emp¼oyee--o£-the-state-gevernment-who 

20 ~ses---or---attthor¼zes---the---~se---or---any----state-owned 

21 motor-prepe¼ied---passenger--earrying--Yeh¼ele,--or--o£--8ftY 

22 me~or-propei%ed-p4sse"9er-earry¼n9--vehic¼e--¼e8sed--by--ehe 

23 state--9overl"\ffle"t7-ior-other-than-oftic±al-pttrpo~e~-sftai½-be 

24 SttlM'la~±iy-remo~ed-~~om-off±ee-by-the-kead-0£-tke--departmertt 

25 0£-e!!St-ab¼±sftmel"\t-c:oneernedT.u. 11 
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Section 8. Section 2-17-431, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-431~ Costs. The department of highways7-meCor 

pee¼-d±vtsten, may charge the individual state agencies 

using the motor vehicles the actual costs for administration 

and their maintenance, service, storage, and replacement." 

Section 9. Section 2-17-432, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-432. Violation a misdemeanor ----dismissa¼. A 

state officer or employee violating this part is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and--ttpon--eonvietion--sha¼¼--be-d¼smisaed-£rom 

state-emp¼oyment." 

-End-
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f!e:_ BILL NO • .Jfz.2£ 
INTRODUCED BY /j /j--,,~, ---

BY R;QU~ST OF~ DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 
,,;/ 
•' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF THE STATE MOTOR POOL AND 

TO STATE-OWNED AND LEASED MOTOR VEHICLES: AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2-17-402, 2-17-411, 2-17-412, 2-17-413, 2-17-421, 

2-17-422, 2-17-423, 2-17-431, AND 2-17-432, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-402. Seal on motor vehicles. A motor vehicle 

owned by the state eha¼¼ must have a seal e inches in 

diameter placed upon the vehicle in accordance with the 

rules adopted by the department of highways7--ffle~er--pee¼ 

tlivieiert. 11 

Section 2. Section 2-17-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-411. Helena-based motor pool department of 

highways;--metor--poo¼--d¼v¼e¼en exceptions. (1) The 

department of highways7--Meter--pee¼--tltvieteftT is the 

custodian of all motor vehicles operated out of the Helena 

area used primarily to carry passengers or having a cargo 

rating of three-quarters of a ton or less and which do not 

carry specialized equipment that would render them unfit for 

~ .. , .... ,a<~• c..,,.,. 
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interagency use, owned or leased by the state or its 

agencies. 

(2) This part does not apply to a motor vehicle used in 

the service of the governor, the attorney general, or the 

highway patrol." 

Section 3. Section 2-17-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-412. Assignment and transfer. (1) The department 

of highways7-me~er-pee¼-d¼w¼s¼eft7 may assign the use of 

state-owned or leased motor vehicles under its control to 

state officersL e~-¼ns~i~tt~¼e~s state agencies, or employees 

~hereof of state a~encies. 

(2) All motor vehicles in the custody of the department 

of highways7-meeer-pee¼-diwis¼en7-whieh that are not placed 

under custody of the diYi9ion department by 2-17-411 shall 

must be equitably transferred to the custody of those 

agencies that have need of vehicles as demonstrated by use 

records." 

Section 4. Section 2-17-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-413. Interagency rental. The depa[tment of 

highways7--me~or-pee%-d¼Y¼~ien7 shall promulgate regulations 

for interagency rental of motor vehicles. These regulations 

shall govern the manner in which vehicles in the custody of 

one agency and for a time not required for use by that 

agency can be rented by another agency for its use. These 

~eguldtions shall also establish the charge for vehicle 

-2-
THIRD READING 
118 , 18 
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rental which may include reimbursement of actual costs for 

administration, maintenance, service, operation, storage, 

and replacement costs of the.se vehicles." 

~•ct\Qn !i. Section 2-17-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-421. th.i,e -- state business only -- exception -­

c~~tion for d.civ:ing perso.Ml vehicle -- penalty for 

private use. ill A state officer or employee may not use a 

st~te-owned or leas,d motor yehicle for his own personal and 

pri'?ate u5:e, no.r mra,y he be compensated for driving his own 

motor veh_~cle u,nl..ess that motor \lehicle is used on state 

business. 

( 2} 'Yb!' d<wAffilli£nt of hi,qhw,ays may require that a decal 

be ~:f,f;i:Jf,ed to tJil..e i;.9:!;trupte.nt pa.nel of each state-owned 

vehicJ.e wi.t,h th~ iQ,ll:9)-!-ing i.t\(o-"~tion contained on the 

~ 

"Any officer or employee of the state _government who 

use$ or a~t.h2:! i_.~-e.s the use of any state-owned 

motor-,propQ.lled v:ehi.cle, or of any moto.r-propelled vehicle 

leas.ed b,y t.he st.ate govesc:nm.ent, for other than official 

purpo~ ma.y b.e r_e.a:ioved from office b-y the head of the 

de_partfl\.£;Ot or establishment concerned." 

(3) The private use of state-owned or leased motor 

vehicles for emerge.ncy travel-related purposes by employees 

in a travel status may be approved by the head of the 

department or aqency concerned. 

-J-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0869/0l 

( 4) The head of the department or agency concerned may 

terminate the employment of any employee uaing sta~~ned 

or leased vehicles for personal or private use." 

Section 6. Section 2-17-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-422. Operating history. All motor 

uftder 

vehicle 

contr-ol operating history records for motor vehicies 

of the department of highwaysT-MMe~-pee¼-di•i"1tOft7-sha¼¼ 

~ be entered in the department of highwa-ys7--att1fctr--pee¼ 

d*•isieft, These records si'la½¼ ~ show bhe pvr.·obase price 

of the vehicle and the i tetll,$ of e~ense inmtr·r-ed in the 

operation of the vehicle, incl..Gttinq bbe ~ of gas, 

oil, repairs, labor, st-olt.aqe, and servwe.;-•, ·-• DtMpletie 

summary of the operating c:aGt .aAfd history ~ of al·l 

state-owned or leased -..Cliea ·and ta,,..._~ •u&t 1De 

prepared for each fiscal yi!'a-r." 

Section 7. Section 2-1~-423, MCA, is $ieadiffl to read: 

"2-17-423. Use rnles. ll ♦ "Rle <M!lp,MA>-t · .. ,. bi.-ql\wal'ST 

mot:or--pee¼-dtvtsi:on, ma·y ahpt. &flG 8'nf.orce Ail* II r tle rules 

governing the use and ope-r~.ion. of motdZ "9;hi-cles. under 

control of the depa4tment of highways7-met'CW~-diwist~n. 

(2) The department s;.ail establi.&h _,.able rules 

governing: 

(a) employee res.pon,..;.bilit.y •= m,i,_....., -d negligent 

damage of sta,te-owned or li-eased veh icie-~: 

(b) determination of when the use of privately owned 
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vehicles on state business may be justified as in the best 

interest of the state; 

(c) procedures for determining when a state vehicle is 

not available for use. 

(3) The d±Y±9±0ft department shall adopt and formulate 

travel rules providing: 

(a) for filing an application for travel showing 

necessity for trips, points to be visited, approximate time 

of departure and return; 

(b) for filing a report upon completion of the trip, 

showing actual points reached, mileage traveled, and car 

cost record data; and 

13 (c) for recording in the car operating history record 

14 book all items of expense incurred in the purchase of gas, 

15 oil, repairs, labor, storage, or service~-and~ 

16 tdt--that--a-deea±-be-aff±xed-to-the-¼nstrnment-pane¼-of 

17 every-stste-owned-vehiele--wtth--the--Eo¼½ow±n9--tnformat±on 

18 eenta±ned-on-the-deeal~ 

19 aAny--oCCicer--or--efflp¼oyee--o~-the-state-9overnfflent-who 

20 ttses---or---attthorizes---the---ttse---0£---any----state-owned 

21 motor-prepel¼ed---passenger--earry±ng--vehte±e,--or--0£--a"y 

22 moter-prope¼¼ed-passe"ger-earryinq--vehic¼e--¼ease~--by--the 

23 s~ate--gover~me"t,-for-other-than-off±e±aT-p~rpo~~~-~ha½½-be 

24 ~~fflffleriiy-r~moved-£rom-o££±ee-ey-the-hee~-o£-tne--dep8~tffient 

25 of-e~tabit~hment-eoneerned~~" 
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Section 8. Section 2-17-431, MCA, is a11.ended to read: 

•2-17-431. Costs. The department of highways7-me~er 

pool-dtvts±on, may charge the individual state agencies 

using the motor vehicles the actual costs for administration 

and their maintenance, service, storage, and replacement." 

Section 9. Section 2-17-432, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-11-432. Violation a misdemeanor ----dismissa¼. A 

state officer or employee violating this part is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and--~pon--eonv¼etion--sha%%--be-dismissed-£rom 

state-employment." 

-End-
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SBRATB STARDIRG COHHITTBB REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT, 

Page 1 of 1 
March 28, 1991 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 678 (third reading copy -­
blue), respectfully report that House Bill Ho. 678 be amended and 
as so amended be concurred in, 

1. Page 3, line 23. 
Following, "purposes" 
Insert, "or exceptional circumstances" 

~ 3-:J-<tJ-°t/ 
/ d~ Coord. 

5 6 -:3 -dl g- /0 ~ o~ 
sec. of Senate 

SENATE 
11/!J , 11' 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 678 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

LAWS RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF THE STATE MOTOR POOL AND 

TO STATE-OWNED AND LEASED MOTOR VEHICLES; AND AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2-17-402, 2-17-411, 2-17-412, 2-17-413, 2-17-421, 

2-17-422, 2-17-423, 2-17-431, AND 2-17-432, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-17-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

•2-17-402. Seal on motor vehicles. A motor vehicle 

owned by the state shai½ must have a seal B inches in 

diameter placed upon the vehicle in accordance with the 

rules adopted by the department of highways,--motor--pool 

division." 

Section 2. Section 2-17-411, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-411. Helena-based motor pool department of 

highways,--moto~--pool--divisio~ exceptions. (1) The 

department of highways,--moto~--pool--Oivis¼on 7 is the 

custodian of all motor vehicles operated out of the Helena 

area used primarily to carry passengers or having a cargo 

rating of three-quarters of a ton 0[ less and which do not 

carry specialized equipment that would render them unfit for 

~na "•'"·""' '"""'" 
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interagency use, owned or leased by the state or its 

agencies. 

(2) This part does not apply to a motor vehicle used in 

the service of the governor, the attorney general, or the 

highway patrol.• 

Section 3. section 2-17-412, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-412. Assignment and transfer. (1) The department 

of highways 7 -moto~-pool-division7 may assign the use of 

state-owned or leased motor vehicles under its control to 

state officersL e~-instittttions state agencies, or employees 

thereof of state agencies. 

(2) All motor vehicles in the custody of the department 

of highways7 -motor-pooi-divis¼on7 -whieh ~ are not placed 

under custody of the divieieft department by 2-17-411 ehall 

must be equitably transferred to the custody of those 

agencies that have need of vehicles as demonstrated by use 

records.u 

Section 4. Section 2-17-413, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-413. Interagency rental. The department of 

highways,--moto~-pool-di~ision 7 shall promulgate regulations 

for interagency rental of motor vehicles. These regulations 

shall govern the manner in which vehicles in the custody of 

one agency and for a time not required for use by that 

agency can be rented by another agency for its use. These 

regulations shall also establish the charge for vehicle 

-2- HB 678 
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rental which may include reimbursement of actual costs for 

administration, maintenance, service, operation, storage, 

and replacement costs of these vehicles." 

Section 5. Section 2-17-421, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-421. Use state business only -- exception --

compensation for driving personal vehicle penalty for 

private use. ill A state officer or employee may not use a 

state-owned or leased motor vehicle for his own personal and 

private use, nor may he be compensated for driving his own 

motor vehicle unless that motor vehicle is used on state 

business. 

(2) The department of highways may require that a decal 

be affixed to the instrument panel of each state-owned 

vehicle with the following information contained on the 

decal: 

"Any officer or employee of the S"Cate government who 

uses or authorizes the use of any state-owned 

motor-propelled vehicle, or of any motor-propelled vehicle 

leased by the state government, for other than official 

purposes may be removed from office by the head of the 

department or establishment concerned." 

(3) The private use of state-owned or leased motor 

vehicles for emer~ travel-related ~ses OR 

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES by employees in a travel status 

may be approved by the head of the department or agency 

-3- HB 678 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0678/02 

concerned. 

(4) The head of the department or agency concerned may 

terminate the employment of..any employee using state-owned 

or leased vehicles for personal or private use." 

Section 6. Section 2-17-422, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-422. Operating history. All motor vehicle 

operating history records for motor vehicles under control 

of the department of highways,-moto~--pooi--division7--shaii 

~ be entered in the department of highways,-moto~-poo¼ 

divieion. These records shall must show the purchase price 

of the vehicle and the items of expense incurred in the 

operation of the vehicle, including the expenses of gas, 

oil, repairs, labor, storage, and service. A complete 

summary of the operating cost and history record of all 

state-owned or leased vehicles and trucks shall must be 

prepared for each fiscal year." 

Section 7. Section 2-17-423, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-423. Use rules. (1) The department of highways, 

mo~o~-pooi-div¼eion, may adopt and enforce reasonable rules 

governing the use and operation of motor vehicles under 

control of the department of highways7 -motor-poo%-d¼v¼s¼on. 

(2) The department shall establish reasonable rules 

governing: 

(a) employee responsibility for misuse and negligent 

damage of state-owned or leased vehicles; 

-4- HB 678 
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(b) determination of when the use of privately owned 

vehicles on state business may be justified as in the best 

interest of the state: 

(c) procedures for determining when a state vehicle is 

not available for use. 

(3) The divisioft department shall adopt and formulate 

travel rules providing: 

(a) for filing an application for travel showing 

necessity for trips, points to be visited, approximate time 

of departure and return; 

(b) for filing a report upon completion of the trip, 

showing actual points reached, mileage traveled, and car 

13 cost record data; and 

14 (c) for recording in the car operating history record 

15 book all items of expense incurred in the purchase of gas, 

16 oil, repairs, labor, storage, or service;-and~ 

17 tdt--that-a-deeal-be-a££ixed-to-the-instrttment-paftel--o£ 

18 every--state-owfted--vehiele--with--the-£ollowiftg-iftformation 

19 eofttaifted-oft-the-deeal~ 

20 •Afty-offieer-or-employee-of--the--state--goverftffleftt--who 

21 ttees----or---attthorizes---the---ttse---of---any---state-owned 

22 motor-pro~e¼%ed--pa~senger--earrying--veh±eie,--er--oE---any 

23 motor-propelled--passeftger--earryiftg--vehiele--¼eased-by-the 

24 state-government,-for-other-than-oE£ieia¼-pttrposes-sha¼¼--be 

25 Stt!lllllarily--removed-£rom-o££iee-by-the-head-of-the-department 
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0£-e~tab½¼sftme"t-eoneernea~•• 

Section 8. Section 2-17-431, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-17-431. Costs. The department of highways,--moto~ 

poo¼--d¼v¼s¼e~y may charge the individual state agencies 

using the motor vehicles the actual costs for administration 

and their maintenance, service, storage, and replacement.• 

Section 9. Section 2-17-432, MCA, is amended to read: 

~2-17-432. Violation a misdemeanor ----dismissal. A 

state officer or employee violating this part is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and-ttpan--eonvietien--sha½¼--be--dismissed--£rem 

state-emp¼eyment." 

-End-
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