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LC 0638/01

BILL Ho. & R&

INTRODUCED BY ]ZW“ ST L /:-‘L.u—.m[é @L%
LG i TP R AT
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR FREE

ACCESS TO STATE PARKS BY ELIMINATING PARK ENTRANCE AND
CAMPING FEES; REPLACING PARK ENTRANCE AND CAMPING FEE
REVENUE WITH A PORTION OF THE COAL SEVERANCE TAX INTEREST
INCOME; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-5-704 AND 23-1-105, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE."

WHEREAS, Montana's state parks belong to the people of
Montana and exist for the enjoyment and use of the people of
Montana, as well as for the protection of state historical
and cultural resources:; and

WHEREAS, state parks are vital to the tourism economy;
and

WHEREAS, the charging of user fees, such as entrance
fees and camping fees, reduces public support for state
parks and discriminates economically against lower-income
park users; and

WHEREAS, it is advisable that state parks be funded from

a constant source of revenue, rather than by user fees.

BE LT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE QOF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. section 23-1-105, MCa, is amended to read:
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"23-1-105. Fees and charges. (1) The department shall
have power to levy and collect reascnable fees or other
charges for the use of privileges and conveniences as may be
provided and to grant concessions as it considers advisable,
except as provided in subsection (2). All money derived from
the activities of the department shall be depcsited in the
state treasury in a state special revenue fund to the credit
of the department.

(2) Ovearnight——-camping---fees———estapiished---by-——the
department-under-subsection—fit-must-be-discovnted-50%-for-a
campsite--rented-by-a-person-whe-is-a-resident-af-Méntana-as
defined-in-87-2-182-and-either-62-years-of-age-cr—--older—-or
certifred--as--disabled--in-accordance-with-rutes-adepted-by

the-departmentr A fee may not be c¢harged for entrance to a

state park, and a camping fee may not be charged for use of

state park facilities by the general public."

Section 2. section 17-5-704, MCA, is amended to read:

"17-5-704. Investment of funds. (1) Money in the c¢oal
severance tax bond fund, the e¢oal severance tax permanent
fund, and the coal severance tax income fund must be
invested 1in accordance with the investment standards for
coal severance tax funds except as provided in subsection

(2). trmeome Except _as provided in subsection (3), income and

earnings from al' funds must be transferred to and retained

in the coal severance tax income fund until appropriated by

INTRODUCED BILL
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the legislature,

{2) Except as provided in section 1}, Chapter 634, Laws
of 1989, beginning on Juiy 1, 1990, the legislature shall
appropriate 15% of the income and earnings from all funds %o
be depesited to the state equalization aid account each
year.

{3) There is allocated biennially 1.3% of the interest

earned from the coal severance tax trust fund to the state

special revenue fund for state parks, established in

23-1-105, to replace revenue lost througn the elimination of

state park entrance and camping fees.”

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date -

applicability. [This act] is effective July 1, 199i, and
applies to ccal severance tax trust fund interest accrued on
and after July 1, 1991.

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0623, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act providing for free access to state parks by eliminating park entrance and camping fees; replacing park entrance and
camping fee revenue with a portion of the coal severance tax interest income.

ASSUMPTIONS :

1. Coal trust fund interest earnings will be $49,234,000 and $51,155,000 in FY92 and FY93, respectively.
2. 1f the proposal is adopted, 1.3% of the interest earnings of the coal trust fund would be allocated to the parks fund, 15%

to the school foundation program, and the remainder to the general fund.

FISCAL IMPACT.:

Fish, Wildlife and Parks:

e e e ———————————————

FY 92 : FY 93

Expenditures: Current law Proposed Law Difference Current Law Proposed Law Difference
Operating Costs 105,000 0 (105,000) 110,000 0 (110,000)
Capital Outlay 30,000 0 (30,000) 30,000 0 (30,000)
Total 135,000 0 (135,000) 140,000 0 (140,000)
Funding:
Fed & Private Spec. Revenue 135,000 0 (135,000) 140,000 0 (140,000)
Revenues
Entrance and Camping Fees (02) 575,000 0 (575,000) 600,000 Q (600, 000)
Coal Tax Trust Interest (01) 41,848,900 41,208,858 (640,042) 43,481,750 42,816,735 (665,015)
School Foundation 7,385,100 7,385,100 4] 7,673,250 7,673,250 0
Parks Fund 0 640,042 640,042 a 665 015 665,015

Total 49,809,000 49,234,000 (575,000) 51,755,000 51,155,000 (600, 000)

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:

The proposal would permanently allocate 1.3% of the interest income from the coal severance tax trust fund to the state
special revenue fund for the state parks, thus reducing the percentage available for allocation to other uses. The
department would no longer pay the 4% accommodations tax on camping fees.
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ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE BEN COHEN, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE

Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HPOGZ23 as introduced "‘B ‘23




STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15%
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0623, as introduced, revised.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act providing for free access to state parks by eliminating park entrance and camping fees; replacing park entrance and
camping fee revenue with a portion of the coal severance tax interest income.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Coal trust fund interest earnings will be $49,234,000 and $51,155,000 in FY92 and FY93, respectively.
2. If the proposal is adopted, 1.3% of the interest earnings of the coal trust fund would be allocated to the parks fund, 15%
to the school foundation program, and the remainder tc the general fund.

3. The pepartment will no longer incur collection cests in relation te Park entrance and camping fee collections.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Fish, Wildlife and Parks:

FY 92 FyYy 93

Expenditures: Current Law Propcsed Law Difference Current Law Proposed Law Difference
Operating Costs 105,000 o] (105,000) 110,000 0 {110, 000)
Capital OQutlay 30,000 0 {30,000) 30,000 0 (30,000)
Total 135,000 o} (135,000) 140,000 0 (140, 000)
Funding:
State Special 135,000 o] {135, 000) 140,000 0 {140, 000)
Revenues:
Entrance and Camping Fees {02) 575,000 0 {575, 000) 600,000 0 {600, 000)
Coal Tax Trust Interest (01) 41,848,900 41,208,858 {640,042) 43,481,750 42,816,735 ({665,015)
School Foundation 7,385,100 7,385,100 0 7,673,250 7,673,250 Q
Parks Fund {02} 0 640,042 540,042 0 665,015 665,015

Total 49,809,000 49,234,000 {575,000) 51,755,000 51,155,000 (600, 000)

EFFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES:

The proposal would permanently allocate 1.3% of the interest income from the coal severance tax trust fund to the state
special revenue fund for the state parks, thus reducing the percentage available for allocation to other uses. The
department would no longer pay the 4% accommodations tax on camping fees.

ﬂ d CMM 2/1%/3/

C{?ﬂi& OD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR f ﬁATE BEN COHEN, PRIMARY SPONSOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HBO623,as introduced, revised Hﬁ"j

Rev.




SPONSOR'S FISCAL IJC)GEIB

Form BD-158 )
There is herebw submitted a Snmonsor's Fiscal Note for: HB 0623 , Version: As introduced

DESCRIPTION CT PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

An act providing for free access to state parks by eliminating park entrance and camping fees; replacing
this fee revenue with a portion of the ccal severance tax interest income.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Céal tax trust fund interest earnings will be 549,234,000 and $51,155,000 in FY92 & FY93,resvectively
2. If the prcposal is adopted, 1.3% of the interest earnings of the coal trust fund would be allocated
to the parks Zund, 15% to the school foundation program, and the remainder to the general fund.

3. State employees shall receive a 4% raise in pay and benefits in FY92 and FY923.

4. The Department will no longer incur collection costs.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Fish, Wildlife and Parks:

4

Current Proposed Difference Current Proposed Difference
Expenditures: Law Taw ' Law Law
Operating costs (see attached) 490, 785 -0 {490, 785) 510,416 ¢} {510,416)
Capital outlav-code #6817 34,000 0 { 34,000) 34,000 0 { 34,000)
Total 524,785 0 (524,785) 544,416 0 (544,416)
Fundin 4 :
State Special Revenue 524,785 (524,785) 544,416 (544,4186)
Revenues: ' ’
Entrance & camping fees 575,000 . 0 (575,000) 600,000 0 (600,000)
Coal tax trust interest 41,858,900 41,208,858 {640,042) 43,481,750 42,816,735 (665,015)
School foundztion 7,385,100 7,385,100 0 7,673,250 7,673,250 0
Parks fund 0 640,042 640,042 -0 665,015 665,015
Total 48,809,000 49,234,000 {575,000) 51,755,000 51,155,000 (600,000)

EFFECT ON OTEER REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES:
The proposal would allocate 1.3% of the interest income from the coal severance tax trust fund to the
state special revenue fund for state parks, thus reducing the percentage available for other uses.

The departmert would no longer pay the 4% accomodations %if;zzzzzmiér% fees (about $7, 39? for 1990).
B
- ~
ADDITIONAL FISCAL NOTES ATTACHED-see pg. 2 P — 2—/ 7 /Y
PRTIMARY SPONSOR DATE

Fisczl Note for: Hﬁ 533 Version: '! Q“‘roég g‘é
HA(23



. ADDITIONAL FISCAL NOTES page #2 - HB0623 - as introduced.
Foe Moo js berng vs e/ P“fm‘w’/ 7o solkct

38.5 summer employees (excluding Regicn 7) are being used to collect fees. These employees will
now be available for maintenance and improvement of state parks. SEE EXHIBIT A.

Actual fee collections were $286,009 less than projected in Department Budget. In order to fund
continued fee collections, the Department diverted $95,000 from the proposed Montana Conservation
Corps. This diversion of funds from a legislativé;mandated program resulted in a loss of $250,000
of federal funds. SEE EXHIBIT B.

There was an increase of $126,163 in the FY90 budget for temporary employees, over FY89. These
employvees were needed to implement the fee collection system (or most of them were).

But, only $6,705 was cut from the FY90 budget for temporary employees for FY90.

Those cuts came from: Wildhorse Island - 609
Lonepine St. Park - 1,520
Bannack St. Park - 4,576%
Total - 6,705

So, there was a net increase of $119,458 in FY90, over FY39, for temporary employees.

Note that the position was cut from Bannack because Bannack did not meet the mlnlmum of 20% of 1ts
budget being produced from fees.
SEE EXHIBIT C.

HB 23






