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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GRANTING QUASI-JUDICIAL
POWURS TO THE PUBLIC SFRVICE COMMISSION; INCREASING THE FINE
FOR RAILROADS OR OTHER COMMON CARRIERS VIOLATING ORDERS OF
THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION CR THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 69,
CHAPTER 14, MCA, TO $500 A DAY FOR EACH DAY THE VIOLATION
CONTINUES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 65-1-102 BAND 69-14-137.

MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 69-1-102, MCA, is amended to read:
“69-1-102. Creation of public service commission. (1) A

public service commission is hereby created, whose duty it

is to supervise and regulate the c¢perations of public
utilities, common carriers, railroads, and other regulated
industries 1listed in this title. Such supervision and

regulation shaltl be in conformity with this title.

{2) The commission has the same powers ~ as

quasi~judicial _boards created under Title 2, chapter 15,

part 1, and may perform any gquasi-judicial function as

defined in 2 15-102."

Sactic . 2. Section 6%-14-137, MCA, is amended to read:

“69-15 14/, Vio ation:. If any railroad or oth.r common

fclh\lﬂana Le gistative Councit
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carrier willfully wviolates any provision of this chapter,
does any other act herein prohibited, or refuses to perform
any lawful orders emanating from the commission relating to
rates and charges or any other duty enjoined upon it for
which a penalty has not been provided, then for every such

one of those aet acts or vietarian violations it shall pay

to the state a penalty of not more than $500 a day for every

day the act or violation occurs."

~End-

. INTRODUCED BILL
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HBQ608, as introduced.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISTATION:
&n act granting quasi-judicial powers to the Public Service Commission; increasing the fine for railroads or other common

carriers violating orders of the Public Service Commission or the provisions of Title 69, Chapter 14, MCA, to $500 a day for
each day the violation continues; and amending sections 69-1-102 and 69-14-137, MCA.

ASSUMPTIONS :

+

1. The proposed legislation does not impact the revenues or expenditures of any state agency.

F1SCAL IMPACT:

Mone

g M 2-9-9/

ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Fiscal Note for HBOE as introduced.
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HB 0608/02

APPROVYED BY COMMITTEE
ON JUDICIARY

HOUSE BILL NO. 608

INTRODUCED BY WHALEN

A BILL FOR AR ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GRANTING-QUASi-JUBICIAb
POWERS-TO AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER

PENALTIES AGAINST RAILROADS AND OTHER COMMON CARRIERS TO BE

PAID TO THE STATE, COMMUNITY, OR OTHER PARTY PROTECTED BY A

LAW OR ORDER VIOLATED BY THE COMMON CARRIER; INCREASING THE

FINE FOR RAILROADS OR OTEER COMMON CARRIERS VIODLATING ORDERS
OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OR THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE
69, CHAPTER 14, MCA, TO §500 A DAY FOR EACE DAY THE
VIOLATION CONTINUES; AND AMENDING SEEFEONS--69-1-103-RANB

SECTICON 69-14-137, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section-tc--Sectiton-69-1-1027-MEA;-is-amended-to-reads
1569-3-1@2-—-Ereation-af-pubtic-ssrvice-commiasions—tiy-A

pubiic-service—commission-is-hereby-crearsdr;-whose—-duty—-it
ts-—to--supervise-—and--requlate-—the--operaticns——-of-pubiie
rtitieiresr-esmmon-carviersy-ratiroadsy-and--cther--reguiaced
induétries--iisted—-én--this-—eit}er-—Sueh——supervision——and
requiation-shati-be-in-conformity-wich-tnis-+riries

t2¥--Fhe--——commission—--—has---che---same---powera---gs

quasi-qudictai-boarda-created-under——-Picie--2y—-chapter--1i55;
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pare-——%¥7-—apd-—may--perform--any--quasi-judiectat-funerion-as

defined-in-2-15-182-4

Section 1. sSection §9-14~137, MCA, is amended to read:

"69-14-137. Violations. If any railroad or cther ccmmon
carrier wilifully wviolates any provisicn of this chapter,
dces any cther act herein prohibited, ar refuses to perform
any lawful orders emanating from the commission relating to
rates and charges or any other duty enjoined upon it for
which a penaity has not been provided, then for every such

one of chose aet acts or vieimeion viclations te-smhat} THE

COMMISSION SHALL ORDER IT TO pay to the state, COMMUNITY, OR

OTHER PARTY PROTECTED BY THE LAW OR COMMISSION ORDER THAT

WAS VIOLATED a penalty of not more than $500 a day for every

day ths act or viclation occurs.”

NEw SECTION. SECTION 2. EBFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] IS

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

~-Eng-

SECOND READING

~2- HB 608
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HOUSE BILL NO. 608

INTRCDUCED BY WHALEN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT SRANTING-QUASI-JUDICIAD
POWBRS-PO AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO ORDER
PENALTIES AGAINST RAILROADS AND QOTHBER COMMON CARRIERS TO BE

PAID TO THE STATE, COMMUNITY, OR OTHER PARTY PROTECTED BY A

LAW OR ORDER VIOLATED BY THE COMMON CARRIER; INCREASING TBE

FINE FOR RAILROADS OR OTHER COMMON CARRIERS VIOLATING ORDERS
OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OR THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE
69, CHAPTER 14, MCA, TO $500 A DAY FCR EACH DAY THE
VIOLATION CONTINUES; ANB AMENDING SBEPIONS--69-1-182-AND

SECTION 69-14-137, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section-iz--Section-69-1-1827-MEA7-is—amended-ro-reads
4§9-1-1027--Ereation-of-publtic-service-comminsions-¢iy-A

pubiic—service-commianion-in-hereby-createdr-whose--duty--it
is—-to--supervise--and--regulate--the--operations--of-publie
neilibieny-commen—carriersr-ratiroadsy-and--other--reguiated
tndustrien--itisted-—in-——this——titter--Such--superviston--and
reguiation-shati-ba-in-conformity-with-this-titler

t23--Phe-~-——cammission————has---the--—-same---powers-—-as

guasi-tudiciat-boards-ereated-under--Pitie—-2y--chapter--157
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part--iy-——and--may--perform--any-—gquasi-Judicial-function-as

defined-in-2-35-393:2

Section 1. Section 69-14-137, MCA, is amended to read:

"69-14~137. Violations. If any railrocad or other common
carrier willfully violates any provision of this chapter,
does any other act herein prohibited, or refuses to perform
any lawful orders emanating from the commission relating to
rates and charges or any other duty enjoined upon it for
which a penalty has not been provided, then for every sueh

one of those aet acts or vietatien violations iet-ahaii THE

COMMISSION SHALL ORDER IT TO pay to the state, COMMUNITY, OR

OTHER PARTY PROTECTED BY THE LAW OR COMMISSION ORDER THAT

WAS VIOLATED a penalty of net more than $500 a day for every

day the act or violaktion ccecurs.”

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. [THIS ACT] I8

EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL.

-End-

THIRD READING

-2 HB 608





