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";A~SL2',e'.=:-'---- BILL NO • .::,-<f'7 
I
1
N~RO~~(.ED BY ·'---" 1:::,(:t/ // .C • - 16~-4 .. /) 

;;t~ X°J~'= /l4, §:, :._._ ,~\,_\) }_~lv'/4 
'7?~;,oR AN ACT E~Vf :·J'Cr:iREQJIIRlNG .?~,~~E~:L~~AL V 

v~I<:_LE~-:JNDo ~~~yo, FL P.s AND 
f:t?'A:J/ '--T~ "n'V ;f 

.--b¥ENDING SECTION 61-9-407, MCA." /42p-(/"' - ',_ le. '·••--

, ;tfJ.w/ 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-407. Fenders, splash aprons, or tlaps required on 

certain vehicles -- dimension and location. (1) ft~-sha~±--be 

ttft½aw£tl±--for--any ~ person ee may not move, or permit to be 

moved, any recr~ati.9nal _____'!_ehicle, _ van, truck, bus, truck 

tractor, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, as defined 

in this title, upon the public highways withoL1t having firs: 

eqL1ipped the rearmost wheels or set of wheels of stleh :he 

vehicle with fe~ders, splash aprons, or flaps. Stleh The 

fenders, splash aprons, or flaps 9ha±± must be designed, 

constructed, and attached to the vehicle in stleh ~ manner ~o 

ae--to--arr~~t that arrests and def±eet deflects dirt, mud, 

water, rocks, and other substances whieh tha~ may be picked 

up by the rear wheels of ~tlch the vehicle and thrown into 

the air, as follows: 

(a) If the vehicie is equipped witl1 fenders, the SEtr".e 

si';ai:1: fe1~dc•r· must extend in full width from a poir;t ilbove 

~'"" "g"'•'"" Coan,,, 
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and forward of the center of the tire or tires over and to 

the rear thereo£ of the tires. 

{b) If the vehicle is equipped with splash aprons or 

flaps, the-same-skctii the splash aprons or flaps must extend 

downward in full width from a point not lower than halfway 

between the center of the tire or tires and the top of ~~±d 

the tire or tires and to the rear thereof of the tires . 

(c) If the vehicle is in excess of 8,000 pounds gross 

vehicle weight, ~rneh the fenders, spla.sh aprons, or flaps 

~hal± must extend do~nward ~o a point t~at is not more than 

10 inches above the surface oE cr.e highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

{d) If the vehicle ~s 8,000 po~nds or less gross 

vehicle weight.!. St:tek the fenders, splash apron~,, or flaps 

shell must extend dow~ward to a po~nt that is not more than 

20 inches above the surface of ~he highway when the vehicle 

1s empty. 

(2) Fe~ders, splash a;nons, or flaps, as used in 

subsection { 1) of--tl,1:g · -see<::ion, shall--be--Oeemed are 

considered to be of sufficient siz~ and construction as to 
---·---~-

comply with the require7nents thereor Qf _this sect_iori, 

constructed as fol!ows: 

if 

(a) when measu:ed o~ t~e cr~ss-sections of che tread of 

ll:t:• '..;hl•t>l or on lhl' c,~•:.-;bi.:ieC. c::-.:...;::.3-.secticr.s oi the treads of 

multipl~ wh~cl~, 5~~~ the fende:, spl~sh ap~on, or flap 

-2-
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1 extends at least to each side of the width uf the tire or of 

2 the combined width of the multiple tires, as the case may 

3 be; and 

4 (b) ~tteli the fender, splash ap:-cn, or flap is so 

5 constructed e~-to-~e that it is capable at a:l times of 

6 arresting ar1d deflecting ~tteh dirt, ~ud, water, or other 

7 substance e~ that may be picked up and car:iPd by Stleh the 

8 wheel or wheels.'' 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Van. "Van" mi?.,ns a mcto! 

:o vehicle d~slgned for the tra~sportat~on of at lea~t s1~ 

11 persons and not more thar, nin+2 pe:-scns o.rlu 1r::_t:'1ided tor bu 

12 n~t limited to family or personal tra11sportation withou. 

13 compensat:or.. 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 

[Section 2] is inte11ded to be codified as a:! integral part 

of Title 61, chapter 1, part 1, and the provi.sions of 'I'itle 

6~, chapter 1, part 1, apply to [section 2J. 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

us.& - BILL NO. 5'Y1 
IN;R~g~ED BY . ~?;fJ7',,e,~(~'C1 -;/,-,. 't !6~. 1-,11 
/uif" ~ LL. f.)/:.,._ t~!.U,\,\l )_ '.,'%"4/ 

ILL FOR AN A~T E ~;• A RE IRING ~R~CRE.AT,I?~AL -"~ _) 
;~, .7,l. .. 7.tt, ', i~ ,. ·-"-"!-{/" / 

~.r)Hl(:_LE~---i-ND/) NS BE EQUI~P D v~,UD, F PS· AND, 
JP"."/:.,/ '--t'~ . 
~ENDING SECTION 61-9-407, MCA." ). .. Ji_, L .. 

_.,-/{l.r1w·"' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sect ion 61-9-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-9-407. Fenders, splash aprons, or flaps ~equired on 

certain vehicles -- dimension and location. (1) !~-shall--be 

ttnlawf~¼--fer--afty ~ person to may not move, or permit to be 

moved, any recreational vehicle, van, truck, bus, truck 

tractor, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, as defined 

in this title, upon the public highways without having first 

equipped the rearmost wheels or set of wheels of ~tteh the 

vehicle with fenders, splash aprons, or flaps. Stteh The 

fenders, splash aprons, or flaps ehall must be designed, 

constructed, and attached to the vehicle in stteh a manner 90 

as--to--arr~9~ that arrests and d~flee~ deflects dirt, mud, 

water, rocks, and other substances whieh that may be picked 

up by the rear wheels of stteh the vehicle and thrown into 

the air, as follows: 

{a) If the vehicle is equipped with fenders, the same 

shal:l: fenders must extend in full width from a point above 

~-~ L,9»,.0,,-, COun<d 
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and forward of the center of the tire or tires over and to 

the rear the~~of of the tires. 

(b) If the vehicle is equipped with splash aprons or 

flaps, the-same-shall the splash aprons or flaps must extend 

downward in full width from a point not lower than halfway 

between the center of the tire or tires and the top of said 

the tire or tires and to the rear the~eof of the tires. 

(c) If the vehicle is in excess of 8,000 pounds gross 

vehicle weight, 9tteh the fenders, splash aprons, or flaps 

sha¼¼ must extend downward to a point that is not more than 

10 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

(d) If the vehicle is 8,000 pounds or less gross 

vehicle weightL stteh the fenders, splash apronh, or flaps 

sh8¼t must extend downward to a point that is not more than 

20 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

(2} Fenders, splash aprons, or flaps, as used in 

subsection (1) 0£--tki~--seetion, sha¼¼--be--d~emed ate 

considered to be of sufficient size and construction as to 

comply with the requirements ~he~eor of ___!__his sectioQ, 

constructed as follows: 

if 

(a) when measured on the cross-sections of the tread of 

the wheel or on the combined cross-sections of the treads of 

multiple whepls, ~t1eh the fender, splr1.sh apron, or flap 

SECOND READING 
-2-
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l extends at least to each side of the width of the tire or of 

2 the combined width of the multiple tires, as the case may 

3 be; and 

4 (b) stteh the fender, splash apron, or flap is so 

5 constructed as-to-be that it is capable at all times of 

6 arresting and deflecting 9Heh dirt, mud, water, or other 

7 substance 8S that may be picked up and carried by sttch the 

8 wheel or wheels." 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Van. "VanN means a motot" 

10 vehicle designed for the transportation of at leasl six 

11 persons and not more than nine persons and intended for but 

12 not limited to family or personal transportation withou·. 

13 compensation. 

14 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction .. 

15 {Section 2] is intended to be codified as an integral part 

16 of Title 61, chapter 1, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

17 61, chapter 1, part 1, apply to [section 2]. 

-End-

-3-
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~U';,-"' _ BILL NO. 5~2 
/ , ' _.,...,., / ~ 

1/N:RO}?.:fED BY :..~ f,~(. ti / t_E .. · . --i~ .. '~-.:cl ,. ) 
1 c1f/ Q-'. p ).__ ~> , l )) r'. I 

(7'--.)7-T?--~ /U,Jr: l}<J ••s,.,, •. 1'\w.J..,,l\.1 - '/J, -

,,, ,,JLL t'OR AN AC~B ~" A 'RE IRING '.R~CREAT,I?~AL ~Y 
,,~, •l/ ... .ltf, ,,_ /~ 1_ ~ ?- f / ~ 

VfiHl.':LE~--jND/) NS BE EQUI~P D ~ M,UD, FI~PS; AND 
_/;\,✓,.~ \..t~ '~~1L.f1 I ·' l 

-#'ENDING SECTION 61-9-407, MCA." -7--- - . - 1•' ·- /[i " 

c· //J1J.W7 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-9-407. Fenders, splash aprons, or flaps required on 

certain vehicles -- dimension and location. (1) ft-shatt--be 

~~¼~wftti--for--any ~ person ~o may not move, or permit to be 

moved, any recreational vehicle, v~_I:..!. truck, bus, ttuck 

tractor, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, as defined 

in thi~ title, upon the public highways without having first 

equipped the rC'<1rmost wheels or set of wheels of ~tterl. the 

vehicle with [enders, splash aprons, or flaps. S1:1ert Th~ 

fenders, splash aprons, or flaps !!hlt·H- !!!_I..!.§.!- be designed, 

constructrd, and attached to the vehicle in ~1:1eh a manner ~o 

a~--to--arr~~~ that arrests and de£ree~ deflects dirt, mud, 

water, rocks, and other substances wh½eh !_~~ may be picked 

up by the rear wheels of ~tleh the vehicle and thrown into 

the air, as follows: 

(a) If the vehicle is equipped with fenders, the ~eme 

~~all fPr1d~1·s mu~t extend in full width from a point abcve 

~n. '"""'"'"' coun<d 
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and forward of the center of the tire or tires over and to 

the rear the~eof of the tires. 

{b) If the vehicle is equipped with splash aprons or 

flaps, th~-~~ffle-~hall the splash aprons or flaps must extend 

downward in full width from a point not lower than halfway 

between the cpnter of the tire or tires and the top of ~aid 

the tire or tires and to the rear the~e~f of the tires. 

{c) If the vehicle is in excess of B,000 pounds gross 

vehicle weight, stteh the fenders, splnsh aprons, or flaps 

~hail must extend downwdrd to a point that is not more than 

10 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

(d) If the vehicle is 8,000 pounds or less gross 

vehicle weight!.. stteh !!1~ fenders, splash apron~., or flaps 

shall must extend downward to a point that is nol more than 

20 inches above the surface nf the highway whe·1 tt1p vehicle 

is empty. 

! 2) fenders, splash aprons, or f iaps, as used in 

subscclion (1) of--thi~--~ee~i~n, 9he¼~--be--deemed are 

considered to be of sufficient size and construction as to 

comply with the requirements ther~of of this section, 

constructed as follows: 

if 

(a) when measured on ttte cross-sections of the tread of 

th,, wh~el or 011 tl1t• combined cross-sectio,,s of the treads of 

mn 1 t i p I e wtwc l ~b~h the fender, 

-2-

spl~sh apron, or flap 

THIRD READING 
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1 extends at least to each side of the width of the tire or of 

2 the combined width of the multiple tires, as the case mdy 

3 be; and 

4 (b) !lttct'I the fender, splash apron, or flap is so 

5 constructed e;9-to-b~ that___i__!~ capable at all times of 

6 arresting and deflecting !lttch dirt, mud, water, or othPr 

7 substance a!I that may be picked up and carried by !ltteh the 

8 wheel or wheels.'1 

9 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Van. 11 van" means a motor 

10 vehicle designed for the transportation of at least six 

11 persons and not more than nir1e persons and intended for but 

12 not limited to family or personal transportation withou 

13 compensation. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. 14 

15 (Section 2J is intended to be codified as an integral part 

16 of Title 61, chapter 1, part 1, a11d the provisions of Title 

17 61, chapter 1, part 1, apply to [section 2}. 

-End-

-J-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 597 

INTRODUCED BY GALVIN, HARPER, KENNEDY, WYATT, KILPATRICK, 

DAVIS, SCHYE, R. JOHNSON, RUSSELL, DOWELL, SOUTHWORTH, 

PAVLOVICH, QUILICI, DRISCOLL, LARSON, BACBINI, PECK, 

PIPINICH, T. NELSON, THOMAS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLES AND VANS TO BE EQUIPPED WITH MUD FLAPS: AND 

AMENDING SECTION 61-9-407, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-407, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-9-407. Fenders, splash aprons, or flaps required on 

certain vehicles -- dimension and location. (1) £t-sha¼¼--be 

ttniaw£u¼--£er--afty ~ person to may not move, or permit to be 

moved, any recreational vehicle, van, truck, bus, truck 

tractor, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, as defined 

in this title, upon the public highways without having first 

equipped the rearmost wheels or set of wheels of stteh the 

vehicle with fenders, splash aprons, or flaps. Stteh The 

fenders, splash aprons, or flaps shft¼¼ must be designed, 

constructed, and attached to the vehicle in stteh ~ manner se 

as--ee--arreet that arrests and deilee~ deflects dirt, mud, 

water, rocks, and other substances wh±eh that may be picked 

up by the rear wheels of s~eh the vehicle and thrown into 

~na , .. ;"•"•• <==I 
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the air, as follows: 

(a) If the vehicle is equipped with fenders, the same 

sha¼¼ fenders must extend in full width from a point above 

and forward of the center of the tire or tires over and to 

the rear enereef of the tires. 

(b) If the vehicle is equipped with splash aprons or 

flaps, the-9eme-sha¼¼ the splash aprons or flaps must extend 

downward in full width from a point not lower than halfway 

between the center of the tire or tires and the top of said 

the tire or tires and to the rear ehereot of the tires. 

(c) If the vehicle is in excess of 8,000 pounds gross 

vehicle weight, stteh the fenders, splash aprons, or flaps 

she¼¼~ extend downward to a point that is not more than 

10 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

(d) If the vehicle is 8,000 pounds or less gross 

vehicle weightL stteh the fenders, splash aprons, or flaps 

~he¼¼~ extend downward to a point that is not more than 

20 inches above the surface of the highway when the vehicle 

is empty. 

(2) Fenders, splash aprons, or flaps, as used in 

subsection (1) ot--thts--~eee±en, ~~a¼±--be--~~emed are 

considered to be of sufficient size and construction as to 

comply with the requirements thereof of this section, if 

constructed as follows: 

-2- HB 597 
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l (a) when measured on the cross-sections of the tread of 

2 the wheel or on the combined cross-sections of the treads of 

3 multiple wheels, sttch the fender, splash apron, or flap 

4 extends at least to each side of the width of the tire or of 

5 the combined width of the multiple tires, as the case may 

6 be; and 

7 (b) ~tteft the fender, splash apron, or flap is so 

8 constructed as-~e-&e that it is capable at all times of 

9 arresting and deflecting stteh dirt, mud, water, or other 

10 substance as that may be picked up and carried by stteh the 

11 wheel or wheels." 

12 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Van. "Van" means a motor 

13 vehicle designed for the transportation of at least six 

14 persons and not more than nine persons and intended for but 

15 not limited to family or personal transportation without 

16 compensation. 

17 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction .. 

18 [Section 21 is intended to be codified as an integral part 

19 of Title 61, chapter 1, part 1, and the provisions of Title 

20 61, chapter 1, part 1, apply to [section 2]. 

-End-

-3- HB 597 




