
HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MCCAFFREE, STANG, WHALEN, KEATING, 
HARDING, HARP, O'KEEFE, GRINDE, SVRCEK, D. BROWN, DAILY, 

MADISON, NATHE, BOHARSKI 

FEBRUARY 2, 1991 

FEBRUARY 4, 1991 

MARCH 23, 1991 

MARCH 25, 1991 

APRIL 3, 1991 

APRIL 4, 1991 

APRIL 4, 1991 

APRIL 11, 1991 

APRIL 15, 1991 

APRIL 16, 1991 

APRIL 17, 1991 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ON MOTION, RULES SUSPENDED. BILL 
PLACED ON THIRD READING THIS DAY. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 92; NOES, 6. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

TRANSMITTED TO THE SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 49; NOES, 0. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 



SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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INTRODUCED BY /.l, ,,_. ..--c.._ f 

~-i~~ /f4RT 
.N ACT filiTITLED: "At'J"ACT TO GENERALLY 
,-,,1 ~ J\/ /1T t1 , 

THE 

LE LAWS; INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGlS~'RATION 

PERIODS FROM 10 TO 12; PROVIDING FOR MAIL RENt:WAL CARDS FOR 

LIGHT VEHICLES, MOTOR HOMES, CAMPERS, TRAVEL TRAILERS, 

BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, MOTORCYCLES, QUADRICYCLES, AND 

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; REQUIRING THAT MAIL RENi:WAL CARDS 

CONTAIN BAR CODING; REQUIRING THAT ALL TAXES AND FEES BE 

PAID BEFORE A 60-DAY STICKER MAY BE ISSUED; PROVIDING THAT 

ALL STATUTES AFFECTING MOTOR VEHICLES BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY l 

OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR; PROVIDING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 

STATEWIDE COMPUT~R SYSTEM; INCREASING THE REGISTRATION FEES 

FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, SNO'.-iMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY 

VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT THE STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; 

ESTABLISHING A COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER COf/.MITTEE; 

APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER 

COMMITTEE; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-201, 61-3-314, 61-3-342, 

AND 61-3-535, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AN 

APPLICABILITY PROVISION, AND A TERMINA'.L'ION DATE." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it grants additional rulemaking authority to ttie department 
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of justice. The department shall adopt rules to develop a 

procedure for the registration or reregistration of motor 

vehicles, boats, snowmobiles, travel trailers, campers, 

motor homes, and off-highway vehicles. The department shall 

create a users' advisory group to assist the department in 

creating and operating a county motor vehicle computer 

system to be used jointly by the department and county 

treasurers and their employees. The department shall make 

policy decisions necessary to develop and implement the 

computer system jointly with che users' advisory group. The 

department may not adopt a computer system or make changes 

to the computer system without approval by the users' 

advisory group. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 1-2-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"l-2-201. Statutes -- effective date. (l) (a) Except as 

provided in subsection (l){b) or (l)(c), Every ever_y statute 

adopted after January 1, 1981, exeept-t~e~e-tnat-provide-for 

approprietien--by--the--ieg±~ratttre--e£--~~bite--£tlnd~-for-a 

pt:!:bi±e-p~~po~e, takes effect on the Eir3t day of October 

following its passage and approval ~nless a different time 

is prescribed therein. 

ill Every statute providing for.- apprcpriation '"' 
~£'1'."t"t'f .~d--i:~- - thi.i-~t:!:b:1eetion e_y__!_b:_~_eJisJature for public 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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funds for a public purpose takes effect on the first day of 

July following its passage and approval unless a different 

time is prescribed therein. 

l£l Every statute providing for taxation or the 

imposition of a fee on motor vehicles takes effect on the 

first day of January following its passage ~nd~roval 

unless a different time is prescribed therein. 

(2) ''Passage'', as used in subsection {l), means the 

enactment 

legisl.att.;.[e 

into law 

eithe-

of 

with 

a bill which has 

or wi:hout the 

governor, as provided in the constitution.'' 

passed the 

app:-oval of the 

Scct'.on 2. Section 61-3-314, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-314. Registration period. (1) Notwithstanding any 

other provisions of this title regarding the registration of 

motor vehicles, eeffl.ffle~e±ng-aan~ery--i,--¼9T6, all vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 shall 

be registered for 12-month periods based upon the time they 

are first registered in this state pursuant to 61-3-313 

throJgh 61-3-316. 

( 2) '.!'here shall be ten g registration periods, each of 

which shall commence on the first day of a calendar month. 

The periods are designated as follows: 

(a) January 1 through January 31 

( b) February 1 through Febru .. ry 28/29 

(c) March l through Marc)1 31 
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1st period 

2nd period 

3rU period 
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10 
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21 
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24 

25 

(d) Aprill through April 30 

(e) May 1 through May 31 

(fl June 1 through June 30 

(g) July l through July 31 

{h) August l through August 31 

(i) September 1 through Sept-mber 30 

(j) October 1 through October 31 

(k) November 1 tjrou5h November 30 

l,C 1391/01 

4th period 

5th period 

6th period 

7th period 

8th period 

9th period 

10th period 

11th p_er iod 

(l} December 1 through December 31 12th period 

t3t--Por-ptlrpo3e3--of--6l-3-3l3--throtlgh--61-3-3l6,--the 

pe~io~--Nov~mber--r--throtlgh-November-39-shaii-be-eons~de~ed 

the-%8th-~eriod-preeedin9-a"d-the-pe~¼od-Bee~mber-¼--thro~9h 

Beeemb~r-3~-shei¼-b~-eon~±dered-~he-fir~t-pe~i~d-of-the-yea~ 

foiiowing.- 11 

Section 3. Section 61-3-342, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-342. Temporary window stickera Any purchaser of a 

motor vehicle who is '...lnable to obtain license plates from 

the county treasurer at the time he makes application for 

registration or reregistration of the vehicle because the 

certificate of ownership is lost, in the possession of third 

parties, or in the process of reissuance in this state or 

elsewhere may, upon making affidavit to that effect upon a 

form prescribed by the department and upon the payment of 
" 

9l_l_a£121icabk_~ees and t~xes, plus an additional fee of $2 

to be collecteJ by the county tre~surer and remitted to the 

-4-
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department, obtain from the county treasurer of the county 

in which the vehicle is to be registered a temporary window 

sticker of such size, color, and design as thf• department 

may prescribe, to be validated by the county treasurer for a 

Jeriod of 60 days from the date of issuance. The purchaser, 

upon displaying the s=icker on the upper left-hand corner of 

the rear window of the motor vehicle, may operate the 

vehicle during the period for which the window sticker has 

been validated without displaying the registration 

certificate or number plates or plate for the current year. 

The county tredsurer may not sell, and no person may 

purchase, more than one 60-day temporary window sticker for 

any vehicle, the ownership of which has not changed since 

the issuance of the previous 60-day window sticker." 

Section 4. Section 61-3-535, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-535. Vehicle reregistration by mail renewal 

cards and reregistration notice by mail. (1) ~he--dep~rtment 

,hftil-perm±t-the-rereg±strBtion-of An owner of the following 

types of motor vehicles may reregister by mail: 

~ light vehicles, motorcycles, guadricycles, and 

other vehicles subject to tax under 61-3-504(2) with--the 

r~~nty--treas~rer--by-mail-at-the-option-of-the-~w~er-of-the 

veh:ic:ie-;; and 

~~avel trailers, campers, and m.oto:· __ r,omes ~ect 

to a fee i~1__l__ieu ~F~tax under 61-3-5-21. 
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J.21 The option to reregister by mail need only be made 

available for vehicles registered at the close of lhe 

expi~ing registration period in the name of the applicant 

for reregistration. 

(3) The deportment shall develop a procedure to 

facilitate the reregist[ation by mail of the vehicles listed 

in subsection (1). The mail reregistrat:on procedure 

developed by the_~~pa_rtment mus___!____E_rovide for a bar code on 

t~e mail renewal card-~ that the county treasurer can scan 

tne rr.ail renewal card for ail relevant: infor:nat:ion wnen it 

is __ _received E _i::_9_rr,:___t.£1~l ic,-: n t~ 

t~ti...!l The form to be returned to the county treasurer 

by the applicant, with the appropriate tax and fees, is to 

contain a statement, to be subscribed to by the applicant, 

stating compliance with the financial liability requirements 

oE 61-6-301. 

t3tffi The procedure implemented by the department to 

permit reregistration by m2il shall provide for a written 

reminder notice by mail to a iight vehicle owner of the 

requirement to reregister his vehicle with the county 

treasurer. 

t4till The department shall adcp_ rules to implement 

the mail reregistration procedure." 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. !':a i 1 r.= .11:wal and 

rece[tificativ,_, ,.1) Tl1e departmE.,nt of G~tice shall develop 

-6-
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a procedure for mail recertification of boats, the renewal 

of license decals, and the payment of the fee in lieu of 

tax. 

(2) The option to recertify, renew, and pay the fee 1n 

lieu of tax by mail need only be made available for boats 

for which ownership has not changed since the last 

r~certification or renewal period. 

(3) The mail renewal procedure must provide for a bar 

code on the renewal or recertification card so that the 

county treasurer can scan the card for all relevant 

information upon its receipt. 

(4) The department of just1ce may adopc rules to 

implement this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Mail renewal and 

recertification. (1) The department of justice shall develop 

a procedure for mail recertification of snowmobiles, the 

renewal of license decals, and the payment of the fee in 

lieu of tax. 

(2) The option to recertify, renew1 and pay the fee in 

lieu of tax by mail need only be made available for 

snowmobiles for which ownership has not changed since the 

last recertification or renewal period. 

(3) The mail renewal procedure must provide fo[ a bar 

code on the ren,wal or recertification card so that the 

county treasurer can scan the card for all relevant 

-7-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1391/01 

information upon its receipt. 

(4) The department of justice may adopt rules to 

implement this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Mail renewal and 

recertification. {l) The departme1~t of justice shall develop 

a procedure for mail recertification of off-highway 

vehicles, the re~ewal of license decals, and the payment of 

the fee in lieu of tax. 

(2) The option to recertify, renew, and pay the fee in 

lieu of tax by mail need only be made available for 

off-highway vehicles for which ownership has not changed 

since the last recertification or renewal period. 

(3) The mail renewal procedure must provide for a bar 

code on the renewal or recertification card so that the 

county treasurer can scan the card for all relevant 

information upon its receipt. 

{4) The department of justice may adopt rules to 

implement this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. County motor vehicle computer 

system. (1) The department of justice, in consultation with 

a user advisory group representing county treasurers, shall 

develop an on-line computer system for the use of the 

counties of this state to be used to register and reregister 

motor vehicles, 

vehicles. 

boats, snowmobiles, 

-8-
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(2} The department of justice shall establish the user 

ad•1isory group i,rovided for in subsection (l}, co assist in 

c~e development and operation of the comp~ter system 

~rcvided for in subsection (1). The user advisory group must 

include county treasurers, employees of the county 

treasurer, and county data processlng personnel in addition 

to representatives of the department. 

(3) The policy decisions necessary to develop and 

implement the computer system provided for in subsection (1) 

must be made jointly by the department and the user advisory 

group. The co~puter system and any cha~ges to that system 

must be approved by the user advisory group. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. County motor vehicle computer 

committee. (1) There is a county motor vehicle computer 

committee. 

(2) The committee is allocated to the department of 

justice for administrative purposes only as provided in 

2-15-121. 

(3) The committee consists of: 

{a) an employee of the information service division of 

the department of administration, appointed by the director 

of the department of administration; 

[b) two county treasurers, appointed 

county treasurers association; anJ 

(c) two employees cf the department 
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appointed by the attorney general. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Duties of county motor 

vehicle computer committee. (1) 7he 

compute~ commit~ee shall: 

county motor vehicle 

(a) set the standard fo, the computer equipment, 

including peripherals, used by county treasurers and the 

department of justice to register and reregister motor 

vehicles, bc·ats, snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles; 

(b) make grants to counties and the department of 

justice to purchase compuler eq~ipment, including 

pei-ip:1~rd.::..s, to De used for lilt r-.::g1.stration and 

reregistration of motor vehicles, boats, snowmobiles, and 

off-highway vehicles; 

(c) make grants to counties and the department of 

Justice for the development of the county motor vehicle 

cc~puter system provided for in [section 8] and for training 

in the use of that system. 

(2) An amount of $1,200,000 is appropriated to the 

county motor vehicle computer co:i-c.~, rt Pe frorr. the county 

mutor vehicle ccmputer fund for the bien,iiLtm beginning July 

1, 1991. 

NEW SECTION. S€ction 11. Cc11.nty r.-,,:,tc~ vehic]e computer 

fee. (l} A COli~~y ffiOtoc vet1icle ccmpL~E~ fee of $1 must be 

assc~sed on the '---:·,nu2.l re,3istra:.:.ion 01 

ea~h of the tollcwing: 

-10-
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(a) motor vehicles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 61, chapter 3; 

(b) boats subject to registration or reregistiation 

under Title 23, chapter 2, part 5; 

(c) snowmobiles subject to registration 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 6; and 

(d) off-highway vehicles subject to registration 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 8. 

or 

or 

(2) The fee must be collected by the county treasurer 

and for~arde~ to the state treasurer for deposi~ in the 

county mJtor vehicle computer fund. 

NEW SEC-TI ON. Section 12. County motor vehicle computer 

funG. There is a county motor vehicle computer fund into 

which the fee5 provided for in [section 11] are deposited. 

The fees are to be used by the counly motor vehicle computer 

16 committee to carry out its duties as provided in [section 

17 10). Any funds in the county motor vehicle computer fund 

18 that have not been committed by the county motor vehicle 

19 computer conur.ittee as of June 30, 1993, revert to the 

20 general fund. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. Effective date 

applicability 

July 1, 199 

termination~ (1) (This act] is effective 

and appl:es to motor v~hicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-higl1way vehicles that ffili ~-; t be 

25 register .:d or rercgislered on or afLer JulJ 1, l'-'-ll. 
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( 2) [Sections 9 through 12) terminate June 30, 1993, 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Codification instruction. (1) 

(Section SJ is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 23, chapter 2, part S, and the provisions of Title 

23, chapter 2, part 5, apply to [section 5]. 

(2) [Section 6] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, apply to [section 

6 l. 

(J) [Section 7] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chaptei:: 2, part 8, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, apply to {section 

7 J. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0579, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act to generally revise the motor vehicle laws. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. All funds collected by the special fee during the biennium will be appropriated to the county motor vehicle computer 

committee, although Section 10 of the bill specifies an amount of $1,200,000 for the biennium. It is assumed that the 
appropriation will be allocated to the Registrar's Bureau of the Department of Justice. 

2. There are 917,000 vehicles that qualify for the special $1 fee. 
3. The current motor vehicle system could be modified to accommodate the new needs of the counties. 
4. Each county would require an average of 3 terminals and 2 printers to go on-line. 
5. The special motor vehicle computer fees will be accounted for in the state special revenue fund. 
6. Current law is represented by the executive budget recommendation for the Registrar's Bureau of the Department of 

Justice. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Department of Justice-Registra~~ Bure_s1cu 

Expenditures: 
FTE 
Personal Services 
Operating Expense 
Equipment 

Total 
Funding: 
General Fund (01) 
Vehicle Computer Fee (02) 

Total 
Revenues: 
Vehicle Computer Fee (02) 

General Fund Impact 

Curr~nt Law 

73 .00 
1,480,200 

808,700 
7,200 

2,296,100 

2,296,100 
0 

2,296,100 

FY 92 
Proposed Law 

85.00 
1,808,800 

947,800 
845 200 

3,601,800 

2,684,800 
917 000 

3,601,800 

g ;?-R-V 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DAIS 
Otfic~ of Budget and Program Planning 

93 
Difference Current Law Proposed Law Difference 

12.00 73.00 85.00 12.00 
328,600 1,480,200 1,826,200 346,000 
139,100 816,300 1,136,600 320,300 
838 000 7 200 7 200 0 

1,305,700 2,303,700 2,970,000 666,300 

388,700 2,303,700 2,053,000 (250,700) 
917 000 0 917 000 917,000 

1,305,700 2,303,700 2,970,000 666,300 

917,000 917,000 

(388,700) 250,700 
! 

I /f i ", 
cl' 

JERRY L. DRISCOLL, rRl~!ARY SPONSOR DATE 

Fi~;'--·•d ~ote for l!E~·1;·(, .:.;.-=: introduc:Pd H6 5'11 



Fiscal Note Request, HB0579 ,as intt·oduc·ed 
Form BD-15 
Page 2 

EFFECT ON com;ry OR OTHER LOCAL REV ENCE OR EXPENDITURES: 

None. 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

The revenue source to fund this bill ends 
future years funded by the general fund. 
(Grade 6) at the Registrar's Bureau could 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

on June 30, 1993. Most 
When the system becomes 
be eliminated to reduce 

of the FY93 expenses would 
fully operational, up to 5 
some of the expenses. 

be ongoing expenses in 
data-entry operators 

Section 12 of the bill specifies that fees are to be deposited in a county motor vehicle computer fund without 
identifying the fund type. 

HIJ 5?'1 



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0579, as introduced, amended. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act to generally revise the motor vehicle laws. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. As amended, the bill provides for a $1 special fee to be deposited in the general fund and general fund appropriations 

to the Department of Justice of $639,300 in FY92 and $837,900 in FY93 to fund the continued development and operation of 
the statewide motor vehicle computer system. 

2. There are 917,000 vehicles that qualify for the special $1 fee. 
3. The current motor vehicle system and hardware can be modified to accommodate the new needs. 
4. Each county would require an average of 3 terminals and 2 printers to go on-line. 
5. The new data processing equipment necessary to install an on-line vehicle registration system with the 56 counties would 

be acquired over a five-year lease period and future funding for the lease payments will be available. 
6. Current law is represented by the executive budget recommendation for the Registrar's Bureau of the Department of 

Justice. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Department of Justice-Registrar's Bureau 

92 
Expenditures: Current Law Proposed Law 
ITE 73.00 83.00 
Personal Services 1,480,200 1,808,800 
Operating Expense 808,700 947,800 
Equipment 7 200 178.800 

Total 2,296,100 2,935,400 
Funding: 
General Fund (01) 2,296,100 2,935,400 

Revenues: 
General Fund-computer fee(Ol) 0 917,000 

General Fund Impact 

LONG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISL~TION: 

Difference 
10.00 

328,600 
139,100 
171 600 
639,300 

639,300 

917,000 

277,700 

Current Law 
73.00 

1,480,200 
816,300 

7 200 
2,303,700 

2,303,700 

0 

FY 93 
Pro11osed Law 

85.00 
1,826,200 
1,136,600 

178 800 
3,141,600 

3,141,600 

917,000 

Diffei;;:ence 
12.00 

346,000 
320,300 
171 600 
837,900 

837,900 

917,000 

79,100 

Most of the FY93 expenses would be ongoing expenses in future vears funded by the general fund. \.cnen the system becomes 
fully operational, up to 5.00 FTE data-entry operators (Grade 6) at the Registra1·'s Bureau could be eliminated to reduce 
some of the · 

JERRY L. DRISCOLL. l'Kl'.·\ARY SPO'.:,SOR DATE 
Office of. Budget. and Program Planning 

Fiscal Note [01- 11P.l1·, .1 '1 as introduced, as amended "" S'/f .. 1 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MCCAFFREE, STANG, WHALEN, KEATING, 

HARDING, HARP, O'KEEFE, GRINDE, SVRCEK, D. BROWN, DAILY, 

MADISON, NATHE, BOHARSKI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS; INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGISTRATION 

PERIODS FROM 10 TO 12; PROVIDING FOR MAIL RENEWAL CARDS FOR 

LIGHT VEHICLES, MOTOR HOMES, CAMPERS, TRAVEL TRAILERS, 

BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, 

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; 

MOTORCYCLES, 

REQUIRING 

QUADRICYCLES, AND 

'!'HA'!' PROCEDURES FOR 

AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL RENEWAL CARDS e9N'!'AfN-BAR-eestN6; 

REQUIRING THAT ALL TAXES AND FEES BE PAID BEFORE A 60-DAY 

STICKER MAY BE ISSUED AND AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL 60-DAY 

PERIOD; PROVIDING THAT ALL STATUTES AFFECTING MOTOR VEHICLES 

BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR; PROVIDING FOR 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; INCREASING 

THE REGISTRATION FEES FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; ESTABLISHING A COUN~Y MOTOR 

VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE; APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE 

E9EN'!'¥--M9'!'9R--VEHi€bE--€9MPH'!'ER--E9MMf'!''!'EE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-201, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 

61-3-202, 61-3-314, 61-3-342, 61-3-503, AND 61-3-S'S, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND AN APPLICABILITY 
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PROVISION7-1LNB-A.-'PBRM-fNAlf-f8H-BAffE. 11 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it grants additional rulemaking authority to the department 

of justice. The departmenc shall adopt rules to develop a 

procedure for the registration or reregistration of motor 

vehicles, boats, snowmobiles, travel trailers, campers, 

motor homes, and off-highway vehicles. The department shall 

create a users' advisory group to assist the department in 

creating and operating a county motor vehicle computer 

system to be used jointly by the department and county 

treasurers and their employees. The department shall make 

policy decisions necessary to develop and implement the 

computer system jointly with the o~er~~--8dYi~e~y--9~ottp 

COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE. '!'he-department-may 

~ot-aeopt-a-eom~tt~er-~y~eem-or-ma~e-e~a~ge~-~o-ehe--eefflpttt~~ 

syse@m-wi~hottt-ap~rovat-hy-t~~-tt~~~~~-a~v~~ory-g~ott~~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY ·"I'HE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST ATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 1-2-201 1 M.CA, is amended to read: 

"l-2-201. Statutes -- effective date. (1) (a) Except as 

~vided in subse:c!i0:'. (l)(b) o~ (l)(c}, Every every statute 

adopted after ~Tanu.ciry l, 1981, e~e~r,t-tr"!o~e-ttie:t-prov-i-de-for 

a~p~ep~ioe~on--by--the--±egi~±attlre--~f--~ab~~e--f~no~-~o~-a 
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pHh¼~e-pttrpese; takes effect on the first day of October 

following its passage and approval unless a different time 

is prescribed therein. 

1E.l_ Every statute providing for appropriation ft9 

~p~e~rt~d--¼ft--~~±s-s~bseee±en by the legislature for public 

funds for a public purpose takes effect on the first day of 

July following its passage and approval unless a different 

time is prescribed therein. 

ill Every statute providing for taxation or the 

imposition of a fee on motor vehicles takes effect on the 

first day of January following its passage and approval 

unless a different time is prescribed therein. 

( 2) .. Passage", as used in subsection ( 1), means the 

enactment into law 

legislature either 

of 

with 

a bill which has 

or without the 

governor, as provided in the constitution.'' 

passed the 

approval of the 

SECTION 2. SECTION 61-3-101, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The 

department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified of 

all motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers of every 

kind, and of certificates of registration and ownership 

thereof, and of all manufacturers and dealers in motor 

vehicles. 

(2) fn--th~--e~~e--er--mete~--~ehieies,--treil~r~,--~nd 

s~mitPai¼er~7-the The record ~haTT must show the following: 
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(a) name of owner, residence address by street or rural 

route, townL and county, and btts¼ftess--edSress mailing 

address if different than residence address; 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgagee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

or lien: 

(c) manufacturer of car~ 

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of car or 

vehicle: 

(e) identifying number: 

(f) year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of 

car as shown by the manufacturer; 

Ch) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle; 

Ci l if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

(j) such other information as may from time to time be 

found desirable. 

(3) The depactment shall file applications fo< 

registration received by it from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles tfterei~--deser~bed and 

the vehicle owners ~hereef--¼n-stti~ab¼e-beeks-e~-en-¼ndex 

e~~d97 as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 
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the vehicle by the county treasurer: 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; 

id) such other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

(4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

( 5) rn the case of dealers, the records shall show the 

information contained in the application for dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 

the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, regardless of any other statutory 

requirements, the department ~ha%%-have-the-ettthe~i~y-an~-~t 

e~ai~-be-ite-dttty-to !!!!Y destroy all records and files whieh 

have--eeased-te-be-o£-any-va%tte that relate to vehicles that 

have not been registered within the preceding 4 years and 

that do not have an active lien. 

tTt--The---de~a~tment---may--eetabtieh--and--ma+nta+n--a 

ehort-wave-rad±o-station-±n-order-te--re~o~t--motor--~eh~eie 

~egistration-~nfe~mat±on-to-the-n±9hway-~at~e±,-~o-~Me~~fr~, 

end-to-the-ehiefe-e~-petiee-of-eaeh-±neo~~o~Hted-eity-~et ·th~ 

etat~-who-are-ab¼e-to-eemm~Mieate-with-~~eh-~Md~t-wa~e-~ad±~ 
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etationo 

t8tl.2.l All records shall be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of ~~aft~e-r~r.li:r,g the information 

requested. Prior to erovidin9 the information, the 

de2artment may reguire the aoQlicant to provide 

identification. 11 

SECTION 3. SECTION 61-3-201, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership or registration. {l) Upon 

a transfer of any interest in a motor vehicle registered 

~nder the provisions of this chapter, the person whose 

interest is to be transferred shall write his signature with 

pen and ink upon the certificate of ownership issued for the 

1.-·ehicle i:1 the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

s1de of thP certificate, and the signature must be 

acknowledged befo=e the county creasurer, a deputy county 

treasurer, c:i-n elected offic,!_al authorized to acknowledge 

slqnQcures, an employee ~f the department, vr a ;1otar-y 

public. 

(2) Within 20 cale11ddr days after e~dorseme~t, the 

~r3nsferee 3hall forward bo~h che er1dorseri certiE~cate of 

ownership w th the ~du~eter ~~:eage statement requir8d u~der 

6~-3-~()6 and the certificate of regi5trdtion, toge~~er with 
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the information required undec 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

certificate of ownership or department 

certificate 

may 

of 

not issue a 

registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the 

the county treasurer, the treasurer 

department 

shall hold 

to 

the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered. 

( 3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 
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sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required for an original 

application for a certificate of ownership, together with a 

verified or certified statement of the transfer of interest. 

The statement must set forth the reason for the involuntary 

transfer, the interest transferred, the name of the person 

to ~horn the interest is to be transferred, the process of 

procedure effecting the transfer, and other information 

requested by the department. Evidence and instruments 

otherwise required by law to effect a transfer of legal or 

equitable title to or an interest in chattels as may be 

required in such cases must be furnished with the statement. 

If the department is satisfied that the transfer is regular 

and that all formalities required by law have been complied 

with, it shall send to the owner, conditional sales vendor, 

lessor, mortgagee, and other lienor, as shown by its 

records, notice of the intended transfer and, not less than 

5 days after sending notice, shall issue a new certificate 

of ownership and certificate of registration to the 
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transferee. The notice required by this section is complied 

with by deposit in the poe~-e££iee-¼"-Bee~--bed~eT--Men~ena7 

U.S. mail of the notice, postage prepaid, addressed to the 

person at the respective address shown on its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration but the department need not send notice of 

intended transfer and shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership and a new certificate of registration to the 

person entitled to them. 

( 5) (a) If the owner of one or more motor vehicles, 

trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

letters of administration or letters procuring of 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedent's certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

{b) The person seeking transfer of th~ certificdtt of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the depar~ment 

setting forch the fact of survivorship and the ndme ~nd. 

address of any other heirs clad other facts as are necessary 
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under subsection (5)(a} to entitle the affiant to 

transfer. 

a 

(C) The department is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that tne affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection {S)(a} of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any ether 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 

be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership is valid until 

canceled by the department ~pon a transfer cf any interest 

shown in the certificate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

I Bl (a) Upon its deter~i~ation that a certiticate of 

ownership or a regi~t~ation rece:pt co~tains an errcr ~a~~ed 

by-th~-riPpMrtm~nty (_?~ _ _r__b_~c ___ :.h<2 .1up11cant r.as pa:.d the 

_!:_'-:_~1u_~~t:'d tees Ji:d !_dxes -,.;1th an 1nsli.f:icient funds cr.ecK and 
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if the department has been notified of that fact by the 

county attocney, the department may cancel the certificate 

of ownership or receipt and, in the case of an error, issue 

a replacement for the erroneous certificate or receipt if 

the owner has returned the certificate or receipt to be 

canceled. If the owner fails to return to the department the 

certificate of ownership, the registration receipt, or the 

license plate, the department shall direct a peace officer 

or department employee to secure and return the certificate, 

receipt, or license plate to the department. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership or a registration receipt ½s9tted--w~~ft that 

contains an error eaased-by-ehe-departmen~ or that has been 

canceled by the department due to an insufficient funds 

check, as provided in subsection (8)(a), after receiving 

actual notice of the department•s demand for the return of 

the certificat~ or receipt, as required by subsection 

{S)(a)L is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may 

be fined an amount not to exceed $500." 

SECTION 4. SECTION 61-3-202, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-3-202. Certificate of ownership -- issuance 

contents -- joint ownership. {l) Upon completion of the 

application for certificate of ownership, on forms furnished 

by the department, the county treasurer shall forward one 

copy of the application to the department, which shall enter 
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the information contained in the application upon the 

corresponding records of its office and, except as provided 

in 61-3-103(1) and 61-3-201(2) concerning applications by 

creditors or secured parties, shall furnish the applicant a 

certificate of ownership subject to the provisions of 

61-3-103. 

(2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon the 

face thereof: 

(a} the date issued; 

(b) the name and eempie~e mailing and residence address 

of the owner or the names and addresses of joint owners; 

(c) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in the registered vehicle; 

(d) a description of the registered vehicle, including 

the year built and serial number; 

(e) except as provided in 61-3-103, the filing date of 

any lien against such motor vehicle; and 

(f) such other statement of facts as may be determined 

by the department. 

{3) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

who are members of the same immediate family are listed on 

the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

(4) Upon receipt of the application, the department 
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shall recheck the application. If there is any error in the 

applicationL it may be returned to the owner or to the 

county treasurer to effectively secure the correction of 

such error, who shall return the same to the department. 

(5} The certificate of ownership shall contain a notice 

to the department of a transfer of interest of the owner and 

such other statements as may be 

department.'' 

determined by the 

Section 5. Section 61-3-314, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-J-314. Registration period. (1) Notwithstanding any 

other provisions of this title regarding the registration of 

motor vehicles, eelllfflene±ng--danttary--i,-¼9i6, all vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 shall 

be registered for 12-month periods based upon the time they 

are first registered in this state pursuant to 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316. 

{2) There shall be teft 12 registration periods, each of 

which shall commence on the first day of a calendar month. 

The periods are designated as follows: 

(a) January 1 through January 31 1st period 

(b) February 1 through February 28/29 2nd period 

(C) March 1 through March 31 3rd period 

(d) Aprill through April 30 4th period 

(e) May 1 through May 31 5th period 

( f) June 1 through June 30 6th period 
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(g) July 1 through July 31 

(h) August 1 through August 31 

(i) September l through September 30 

(j) October 1 through October 31 

(k) November 1 through November 30 

(1) December 1 through December 31 

HB 0579/02 

7th period 

8th period 

9th period 

10th period 

11th ,eeriod 

12th .e_eriod 

t3t--Per--pttrpeses--of--6±-3-3±3--throttgh--6±-3-3±67-the 

~e~iod-November-±-t"rottgft-Hovember-38--ena±¼--be--eoftsidererl 

tne--~8th-peried-preeed~ftg-e"d-t~e-per±od-Beeember-%-throa9h 

Becember-3%-eha¼¼-be-cofts¼dered-tke-£+rs~-pe~toe-e£-~~e-year 

£e¼:%ow±ftgT 11 

Section 6. Section 61-3-342, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-342. Temporary window sticker. i!l. Any purchaser 

of a motor vehicle who is unable to obta±n-l±eeftse-pla~es 

£rom-tne-eotlftCy-tre8sttrer FU½LY COMPLETE THE PROCESS OF 

APPLYING FOR A MONTANA TITLE at the time he makes 

application for registration or reregistration of the 

vehicle because the certificate of ownership is lost, in the 

possession of third parties, or in the process of reissuance 

1n this state or elsewhere may, upon making affidavit to 

that effect upon a form prescribed by the department and 

upon the payment of a all appiicable fees and taxes, plus an 

additional fee of $2 to be coilected by the county treasurer 

~nd remitted to the deparlme11t, 0btain from the county 

treasurer of the county in which the vehicle 1s to be 
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registered a temporary window sticker of such size, color, 

and design as the department may prescribe, to be validated 

by the county treasurer for a period of 60 days from the 

date of issuance. The purchaser, upon displaying the sticker 

on the upper left-hand corner of the rear windaw of the 

motor vehicle, may operate the vehicle during :he period for 

which the window sticker has been validated without 

displaying the registration certificate or number plates or 

plate for the current year. The county treasurer may not 

sell, and no person may purchase, more than one 60-day 

temporary window sticker for any vehicle, the ownership of 

which has not changed since the issuance of the previous 

60-day window sticker. 

(2) A VEHICLE FOR WHICH AN APPLICATION FOR TITLE CANNOT 

BE COMPLETED MAY NOT BE REGISTERED BY THE COUNTY TREASURER 

NOR MAY LICENSE PLATES FOR THE VEHICLE BE ISSUED BY THE 

COUNTY TREASURER UNTIL THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE OF 

OWNERSHIP OR APPLICATION FOR TITLE IS PRESENTED FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF TRANSFERRING OWNERSHIP. 

(3) IN THE EVENT AN UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCE PREVENTS THE 

OWNER OF A VEHICLE FROM PRESENTING THE CERTIFICATE OF 

OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE 60-DAY PERIOD PERMITTED UNDER 

SUBSECTION 1.!l.,_ THE OWNER MAY APPLY TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE 

.:>!VISION FOR AN EXTENDED TEMPORARY WINDOW STICKER ON AN 

APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE DIVISION. THE FORM MUST BE 
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ACCOMPANIED BY THE TITLE APPLICATION. 

(4) UPON RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENDED 

TEMPORARY WINDOW STICKER AND TITLE AS DESIGNATED IN 

SUBSECTION (3), THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION OR THE COUNTY 

TREASURER, WITH THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE 

DIVISION, MAY ISSUE AN EXTENDED TEMPORARY WINDOW STICKER, 

VALID FOR AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS, UPON PAYMENT OF A FEE OF 

SlO THAT MUST BE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND. AT THE END 

OF THE EXTENDED 60-DAY PERIOD OR IN THE EVENT THE REQUEST 

FOR EXTENSION IS REJECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR CAUSE, THE 

OWNER MAY OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP BY THE METHOD 

PROVIDED IN 61-3-208." 

SECTION 7. SECTION 61-3-503, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-3-503. (Temporary) Assessment. ( 1) Except as 

provided in 61-3-520 and subsection (2) of this section, the 

following apply to the taxation of motor vehicles: 

(a) Excepc as provided in subsections (l)(r.) through 

(l)(e), a person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing the 

application with the county treasurer submit the application 

to the county assessor. The county assessor shall enter on 

the application in a space to be provided for that purpose 

the market value and taxable value of the vehicle as of 

January l of the year for which the application for 

registration is made. 
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(b) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

within the state. A motor vehicle is not subject to 

assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in each year. 

(c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 9ha¼¼ must be assessed as of the first day 

of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale value as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained in the most recent ?Olume of the 

Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

Association {N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue or, 

for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 

depreciated 10% per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

not including additions or deductions for optivns Qnd 

mileage but including additions or deductions, wh@ther or 

not one of the preceding guides is used, for diesel er1gi~es; 

and a lien fer taxes and fees due on the vehicle shdll ~,~cur 
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on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

continue until the fees and taxes have been paid, If the 

value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section is less than $500, the department shall value the 

vehicle at $500. 

(d) M.otorcycles and quadricycles ~ha¼¼ 

assessed, using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; O< 

must oe 

{ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as cf 

January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

National Edition of the N.A..D.A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide or another nationally published used vehicle or 

appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, not 

including additions or deductions for options and mileage. 

{e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 

(l)(d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.O.A. 

guide or other approved guide, the department of reven~a or 

its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, O< the 

manufacturer's suggested list price, using the =ollowing 

methods: 

,: i) if th~ new car sales tax has been previcusly paid 

d!id th1..• './1:_'h-,..;~1:_• 1s i,.cs.s tnan l year in age, the Jeprecidtion 
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percentage shall be 20%; or 

(ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shail determine the 

depreclation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides or other 

approved guides referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

of this subsection (1), the age of che vehicle is determined 

by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

from the calendar year of assessment. 

(f) When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the value 

shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

registered. 

(g) If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other approved 

guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

value of the vehicle at tne rate of 10% a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(g) 

do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1). (Terminates December 

31, 1993--sec. 11, Ch. 525, L. 1989.) 

61-3-503. (Effective January l, 1994) Assessment. ( 1) 

Except as provided in subsection (2), the following apply to 
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the taxation of motor vehicles: 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (l)(c) through 

(l)(e), a person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing 

such application with the county treasurer submit the 

application to the county assessor. The county assessor 

shall enter on the application in a space to be provided for 

that purpose the market value and taxable value of the 

vehicle as of January 1 of the year for which the 

application for registration is made. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (l){c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January l in each year 

irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

within the state. In no event may any motor vehicle be 

subject to assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in 

each year. 

(c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 s~s¼¼ must be assessed as of the first day 

of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale value as of January l of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 
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Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue or, 

for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

the county assessor, and thereafter determined by 

depreciated 10\ per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

not including additions or deductions for options and 

mileage but including additions or deductions, whether or 

not one of the preceding guides is used, for diesel engines; 

and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 

on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

continue until the fees and taxes have been paid. If the 

value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section is less than $500, the department shall value the 

vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motoccycles and quadcicycles shall be assessed, 

using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; or 

(ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

January l of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

Nationai Edition of the N.A.D.A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide or another nationallY.______,E,ublished used vehicle or 
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appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, not 

including additions or deductions for options and mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 

(l)(d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.O.A. 

guide or other approved guide, the department of revenue or 

its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

manufacturer's suggested list price, 

methods: 

using the following 

{i) if the new car sales tax has been previously paid 

and the vehicle is less than l year in age, the depreciation 

percentage shall be 20%; or 

(ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides or other 

approved guide referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

of this subsection (1), the age of the vehicle is determined 

by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

from the calendar year of assessment. 

(f) When a ~inimurn value of $500 is reached, the value 

shall remai~ at tha: miniillu~ so long as the vehicle is 

registered. 

I g) : f a prev1uusly registe~ed vehicle is no longer 
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listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other approved 

guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

value of the vehicle at the rate of 10\ a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

12) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(g) 

do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1)." 

Section 8. Section 61-3-535, MCA, is amended to read: 

~61-3-535. Vehicle reregistration by mail renewal 

cards and reregistration notice by mail. (1) ~he-~epartmeftC 

~h8¼¼-~erm±t-the-rere9±strat¼on-0£ ~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 

SUBSECTION (2), AN ownec of the following types of motor 

vehicles may reregister by mail: 

J.il light vehicles, motorcycles, guadricycles, and 

other vehicles subject to tax under 61-3-504(2) wt~h-~h~ 

eottft~y-~reasttrer-by-ma±%-at-the-opt¼on-ef-the-owner--of--the 

ve~ie¼eo; and 

(b) travel trailers, campers, and motor homes subject 

to a fee in lieu of tax under 61-3-521. 

J..ll The option to reregister by mail need only be made 

available for vehicles registered at the close of the 

expiring registration period in the name of the applicant 

for reregistration AND ONLY IF THE VALUE, AGE, LENGTH, OR 

OTHER CRITERIA USED TO DETERMINE THE TAX OR FEE IS AVAILABLE 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

(3) The department shall develop a procedure to 

facilitate the reregistration by mail of the vehicles listed 

in subsection (1). The mail reregistration procedure 

developed by the department must p~evtde-~e~-a-ear--eede--eft 

the--ma±¼-renewa¼-eard-~e-enae-e"e-eettney-ereasttrer-ean-sean 

the-ffl.tl±±-r~"ewa±-eard-~er-e±±-re¼evant-±nfo~ma~±on--when--±t 

±9--reee±Ye~--£~em--the--epp¼±ea"t INCLUDE A PROCEDURE TO 

FACILITATE AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL REREGISTRATION OR 

RECERTIFICATION. 

titi.!l The form to be returned to the county treasurer 

by the applicant, with the appropriate tax and fees, is to 

contain a statement7--te--ee--stt~seribed--te--ey THAT the 

applicant,-stat±n9 ~ compliance with the financial 

liability requirements of 61-6-301. 

t3till The procedure implemented by the department to 

permit reregistration by mail shall provide for a written 

reminder notice by mail to a T±ght vehicle owner of the 

requirement to reregister his vehicle with the county 

treasurer. 

t4tffi The department shall adopt rules to implement 

the mail reregistration procedure. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Mail renewal and 

recertification. t¼t-~he-~epa~tment-ef-;~~~iee-~na¼¼-deveTep 

a--preeedttre--tor-ffla±~-reee~~±r±eatioft-or-~ea~s,-the-re~ewaT 
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0£-i±cense-deeais7-and-the-payment-0£-the--£ee--±n--¼±ea--of 

taXT 

tit--~he--optton-to-reeert±fy7-renew7-end-pay-the-£ee-tn 

¼±ett-er-~ex-by-mat¼-"eed-enry-ee-fflade--ava±¼abTe--~er--boats 

£or---whieh---ownersh±p--has--not--ehange0--s±nee--~he--iast 

reeert±f±eat±en-er-renewa½-per±odo 

f3t--~he-mati-renewai-proeedare-mast-prov±de-£or--a--bar 

eede--on--the--renewe¼--er--reeert±f±eat±en-eerd-se-thet-the 

~ottn~y--treasttrer--ean--sean--the--eard--£or--ali---relevant 

±nformat±on-ttpen-±ts-reee±pto 

t4t--~he--department--of--jttst±ee--may--adopt--rales--to 

impte~eftt-t~i9-9eetieft7 THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MA~ BE 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF BOATS, THE RENEWAL OF 

LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Mail renewal and 

recertification. trt-~he-de~ertfflent-0£-jttst±ee-~he½½-devere~ 

e-proeed~re-£or-mai¼--reeert±fieat±on--0£--9nowmob±le~,--the 

renewa±--of--¼±eense--deea¼s,--and-the-payment-o£-the-£ee-±n 

r±ett-of-~axT 

f%t--~he-opt~on-to-recert±fy,-renew,-and-pay-tne-£ee--±n 

±±ett--o£--tex--by--me±r--need--onTy--be--mede--eva±Tab½e-£or 

~nowmeb±½e~-for-whien-ownersh±p-has-net--e~anged--~±nee--t~e 

ra~t-~eeert±fieat±on-or-renewaT-perTod, 

t3+--~~e--ma±½--renewa½-proeedtlre-m~~t-pro~±de-£~r-~-bar 
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eode-on-the-renewa¼-or--reeer~±£±eat±on--eard--se--that--the 

eo~"ty---treasttrer--ea"--sean--the--eard--£or--a%i--re½evant 

±n£ormat±on-upon-±ts-reee±ptT 

t4t--~he--~epartment--o£--jttst±ee--may--a~opt--rtties--to 

±mp¼ement-this-seetiono THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF SNOWMOBILES, THE RENEWAL OF 

LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Mail renewal and 

recertification. t¼t-~he-departmeftt-e£-jttst±ee-sha¼¼-deve¼ep 

a--preeedttre--£er--ma±¼---reeertt£±eat±on---or---o££-h±qhway 

~eh±e±es7--the-renewal-0£-¼±eense-deea¼s7-and-the-paymen~-er 

tne-£ee-±n-¼±ett-of-ta~. 

trt--The-option-to-reeert±£y,-renew,-and-pay-the-£ee--±ft 

¼±ett--of--tax--ey--ma±¼--need--on%y--ee--fflade--a¥a±¼abie-£or 

0££-hi9hway-~ehte¼e~-for-wh±eh--ownersh±p--has--not--ehan9ed 

s±nee-the-%ast-reeert±f±ea~±on-or-renewa%-pe~todo 

t~t--~~e--ma±±--renewa¼-proee~ttre-mttst-pro~±Oe-£or-a-bar 

eode-on-the-renewa±-or--reeertifieat±on--eerd--~e--thet--the 

eottnty---tree~ttrer--ea~--~ea~--the--ea~a--for--ai¼--re¼@~an~ 

±nformat~on-~pen-±ts-reee±pt, 

t ♦ t--~ne--Oe~e~~men~--er--;~~~Tee--may--e~o~~--~~~e~--te 

¼mp±ement--eh±!!-seeti-or,.~ THE MAIL RENEi'i'AL ?ROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE nEPARTMENT llf JUSTICE PURS~ANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 
-~--

USED FOR MAIL RLLCR1'I F'TCATION OF OFF-H::GHWA.Y VEHICLES,_ THE 
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RENEWAL OF LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF' THE FEE IN 

LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. County motor vehicle computer 

system. (lJ The department er-;ttst¼ee,-±n-eo"sttieae*ett-with 

a-ttser-adv±9o~y-grett~-represen~±n9-eottnty-t~easnrers,--~~ali 

Oeve±op--an SHALL MAINTAIN A STATEWIDE on-line computer 

system ror-the-use-er-~ne-eennt±es-o~-th¼s-stete to be used 

to register and reregister motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles. 

(2) The department 0£-jttseice shall establish the user 

advisory group preY¼ded-£er-¼n-sttbseetion-t¼t 7 to assist in 

the development end--~perat¼e~--e~--the--eompttter---systeffl 

pt0¥ided--ror--in--s~bseetion--ttt OF POLICIES GOVERNING THE 

REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES. The user advisory 

group must ±ne¼ttde--eettftCy--trea~ttrers,--employees--0£--tfte 

cottnty--treasttrer7--and--eottnty-data-proees~±"g-~er9ennei-in 

add¼tion-te-representat±ves-of-the-department, 

t3t--The--po¼±ey--dee±s±ons--neeessary--to--deveiop--and 

±mptefflent-the-eompttter-system-~rov±eed-for-±n-sttbseetion-t¼t 

mttst-be-made-;o±ntiy-by-the-departfflent-and-the-aser-ad~±sory 

grottpo-~he-eompttter-system-and-any-ehanges--to--that--system 

mast-be-approved-by-the-nser-adv±sory-grottp~ BE APPOINTED BY 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND MUST INCLUDE: 

(A) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, 
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DATA PROCESSING DIVISION, SELECTED BY THE DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATOR; 

(B) TWO COUNTY TREASURERS, SELECTED BY THE MONTANA 

COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION; 

!_9 ONE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE SECTION SUPERVISOR, 

SELECTED BY THE MONTANA COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION; 

(D) A COUNTY ASSESSOR, SELECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE; 

(E) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, DATA 

PROCESSING DIVISION, SELECTED BY THE DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

(F) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION, REGISTRAR'S BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

(G) AN EM~LOYEE OF THE DEPARTMEN~ OF JUSTICE, MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION, DRIVER SERVICES BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

(H) A MEMBER OF 'rHE MONTANA BANKERS' ASSOCIATION, 

SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR; 

ill A MEMBER OF THE MONTANA AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 

ASSOCIATION, SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR; AND 

~ MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTANA AMERICAN 

AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION, SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION 

DIRECTOR. 

W COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT EMPLOYEES OF THE 

STATE OF MONTANA SHALL SERVE A TERM OF 2 YEARS, AND STATE 
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EMPLOYEE MEMBERS SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. 

(4) TRAVEL AND PER DIEM EXPENSES FOR THE COMMITTEE MUST 

BE CHARGED TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 

(5) SECRETARIAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE COMMITTEE 

MUST BE PROVIDED BY THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 

(6) THE COMMITTEE SHALL MEET NO MORE THAN FOUR TIKES A 

YEAR UNLESS SPECIFICALLY CALLED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. County motor vehicle computer 

committee. (1) There is a county motor vehicle computer 

committee. 

{2} The committee is allocated to the department of 

justice for administrative purposes only as provided in 

2-15-121. 

(3) The committee consists of: 

(a) an employee of the information service division of 

the department of administration, appointed by the director 

of the department of administration; 

(b} two county treasurers, appointed by the Montana 

county treasurers association; and 

(c) two employees of the department of justice, 

appointed by the attorney general. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Duties oE county motor 

vehicle computer committee. (1) The county .noter vehicle 

computer committee shall: 
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(a) set---tfte--staft~ar~--re~--the--eempater--eqaipment, 

ine±ttding--periphera±9T ESTABLISH THE REQUIREMENTS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM 

TO BE used by county treasurers and the department of 

justice to register and reregister motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles. and off-highway vehicles; 

(b) 1Nl~e-graftts--to--eettftt±e9--and--the--department--0E 

jtt~tiee---eo--pttrehase APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF computer 

equipment, including peripherals, to be used for the 

registration and reregistration of motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles: 

(c) ma~e-9rants--~o--eottntiee--aftd--the--eepartffleftt--0£ 

jttstiee APPROVE THE PROCEDURES for the development of the 

county motor vehicle computer system provided for in 

(section 8 g] and for training in the use of that system. 

tit--An--emoant--0£--$%7i88r888--+~--apprep~±ated-to-the 

eottnty-motor-~eh+e~e--eompttter--eommittee--£rom--tfte--eettnty 

mo~or--•eft±e½e-eompttter-£ttftd-ror-~he-e±enn±am-be9±nn±n9-d~½y 

l,-±99±. 

( 2) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, "COMPUTER SYSTEM" MEANS 

THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE APPLICATION SYSTEM AND DOES NOT 

INCLUDE THE CENTRAL, COMPUTER CENTERS OR IMPLY THAT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING 

POLlr"Y _____ A_N_D __ O_P_E_RAT ING AND MAINTAINING CENTRAL COMPUTER 

CENTERS. -·----~ --
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NEW SECTION. Section 15. County motor vehicle computer 

fee. (1) A county motor vehicle computer fee of $1 must be 

assessed on the annual registration or reregistration for 

each of the following: 

(a) motor vehicles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 61, chapter 3; 

(b) boats subject to registration or reregistration 

under Title 23, chapter 2, part S; 

{c) snowmobiles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 6; and 

(d) off-highway vehicles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 8. 

(2) The fee must be collected by the county treasurer 

and forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 

eettftey-me~er-vehie¼e-eomputer STATE GENERAL fund. 

New-seeTf8No--Seet~en-%io--eeunty-metor-•ehtele-eompu~er 

£undo--~here--ts--e--eettftty-metor-veh±ele-eomputer-£ttnd-±nto 

wh±eh-the-rees-~rov±deo-ror-±n-tseetion-¼¼t--~re--depes±tedo 

The-rees-ere-te-be-ttsed-by-the-eeunty-motor-veh±e¼e-eompttter 

committee--to--earry--ettt-±ts-dttt±es-as-prov±ded-±n-fseet±on 

¼6to-Any-€ttnd9-±n-the-eottnty--motor--•eh±ele--eomputer--£und 

that--ha¥e--not--been--eoffl!l\ttted-by-the-eounty-motor-veh±e¼e 

eompttter-eefflffl±ttee-es--0£--aune--387--¼99~7--revert--to--the 

general-fttnd~ 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. APPROPRIATION. THERE IS 
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APPROPRIATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE $639,300 IN FISCAL YEAR 1992 AND $837,900 IN FISCAL 

YEAR 1993 TO FUND THE CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF 

THE STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Effective date 

applicability ----te~m±n8t±on. tit [This act] is effective 

July 1, 1991, and applies to motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles that must be 

registered or reregistered on or after July 1, 1991. 

t%t--tsee~ions-9-throcgk-±rt-termin~te-attne-3&,-¼993o 

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Codification instruction. (11 

(Section 5 i1 is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 23, chapter 2, part 5, and the provisions of Title 

23, chapter 2, part 5, apply to [section 5 i14 

(2) [Section 6 !.Q_] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, apply to [section 

6 10]. 

(3) [Section ~ g] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, apply to [section 

~ l.!_]. 

ill [ SECTIONS 12 THROUGH _1_41 ARE INTENDED TO BE 

CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PART 3, 

AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PAg_T_l_._ APPLY TO 
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(SECTIONS 12 THROUGH 14]. 

(5) [SECTION 15] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PART 5, AND THE 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PART 5, APPLY TO (SECTION 

ill.!. 
-End-
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l HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

2 INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MCCAFFREE, STANG, WHALEN, KEATING, 

3 HARDING, HARP, O'kEEFE, GRINDE, SVRCEK, D. BROWN, DAILY, 

4 MADISON, NATHE, BOHARSKI 

5 

6 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

7 MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS; INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGISTRATION 

8 PERIODS FROM 10 TO 12: PROVIDING FOR MAIL RENEWAL CARDS FOR 

9 LIGHT VEHICLES, MOTOR HOMES, CAMPERS, TRAVEL TRAILERS, 

10 

11 

12 

BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, 

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; 

MOTORCYCLES, 

REQUIRING 

QUADRICYCLES, AND 

'l'HA'I' PROCEI>URES FOR 

AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL RENEWAL CARDS e0N'l'AfN-BAR-e9Blll8; 

13 REQUIRING THAT ALL TAXES AND FEES BE PAID BEFORE A 60-DAY 

14 STICKER MAY BE ISSUED AND AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL 60-DAY 

15 PERIOD: PROVIDING THAT ALL STATUTES AFFECTING MOTOR VEHICLES 

16 BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR; PROVIDING FOR 

17 THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; INCREASING 

18 THE REGISTRATION FEES FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

19 SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

20 STATEliIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM: ESTABLISHING A COUNTY MOTOR 

21 

22 

23 

24 

VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE: APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE 

e08N'l'Y--M8'!0R--VBHl€bH--eeMP8'1'HR--eeMMI'l''l'BB DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE: AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-201, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 

61-J-202, 61-3-314, 61-3-342, 61-3-~0_J, AND 61-3-535, MCA; 

25 AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND AN APPLICABILITY 

~-•,..,.•c-

HB 0579/02 

There are no changes in this bill, 
and will not be reprinted. Please 
refer to yellow copy for complete 
text. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 579 

INTRODUCED BY DRISCOLL, MCCAFFREE, STANG, WHALEN, KEATING, 

HARDING, HARP, O'KEEFE, GRINDE, SVRCEK, D. BROWN, DAILY, 

MADISON, NATHE, BOHARSKI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

MOTOR VEHICLE LAWS: INCREASING THE NUMBER OF REGISTRATION 

PERIODS FROM 10 TO 12: PROVIDING FOR MAIL RENEWAL CARDS FOR 

LIGHT VEHICLES, MOTOR ROMES, CAMPERS, TRAVEL TRAILERS, 

QUADRICYCLES, BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, MOTORCYCLES, 

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES: REQUIRING 'l'HA'I' PROCEDURES 

AND 

FOR 

AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL RENEWAL CARDS eeN'l'AiN-BAR-eeetNS: 

REQUIRING THAT ALL TAXES AND FEES BE PAID BEFORE A 60-DAY 

STICKER MAY BE ISSUED AND AUTHORIZING AN ADDITIONAL 60-DAY 

PERIOD; PROVIDING THAT ALL STATUTES AFFECTING MOTOR VEHICLES 

BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY l OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR; PROVIDING FOR 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM; INCREASING 

THE REGISTRATION FEES FOR MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

SNOWMOBILES, AND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES TO IMPLEMENT THE 

STATEWIDE COMPUTER SYSTEM: ESTABLISHING A COUNTY MOTOR 

VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE: APPROPRIATING MONEY TO THE 

eeHN'l'Y--M0'1'0R--VBHiebe--eeMPH'l'ER--eeMMI'l''l'BB DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE: AMENDING SECTIONS 1-2-201, 61-3-101, 61-3-201, 

~1_:-_3_::2_<l_2_,_ r,1-3-314, bl-3-342, 61-3-SQ.l,_ AND 61-3-510,, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATET AND AN APPLICABILITY 

~ ...... ,., ... counn, 
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PROVISION7-l'Jl8-A-'1'BRMiNA'l'i8N-BA'l'B." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it grants additional rulemaking authority to the department 

of justice. The department shall adopt rules to develop a 

procedure for the registration or reregistration of motor 

vehicles, boats, snowmobiles, travel trailers, campers, 

motor homes, and off-highway vehicles. The department shall 

create a users' advisory group to assist the department in 

creating and operating a county motor vehicle computer 

system to be used jointly by the department and county 

treasurers and their employees. The department shall make 

policy decisions necessary to develop and implement the 

computer system jointly with the tt~e~~~--adTi~ery--qreap 

COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER COMMITTEE. 'l'he-depa~tment-'""Y 

no~-adep~-e-eefflp~ter-~y~tem-or-ma~e-eheng~~-~e-the--ee~pa~er 

~,~~effl-withottt-e~pro•ai-by-~he-tt~er9~-e~•isory-gro~p• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. S@ction 1-2-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

""I-2-201~ Statutes -- effective date. (l) (a) Except as 

eE.SJY_~_ded in su~_section (l){b_LQ_r (l)(c}, B•ery every statute 

ddtipted afLPr January l, 1981, exeep~-~h~~e-~~at-~rovide-Eer 

appr~~riet~en--ey--the--±e9i~iettt~e--o~--pnb¼ic--Ett~ds-for-e 
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pttblie-pttrpe9e7 takes effect on the first day of October 

following its passage and approval unless a different time 

is prescribed therein. 

ill Every statute providing for appropriation 119 

~p~~~fied--in--thi~-9ttb9eetion by the legislature for public 

funds for a public purpose takes effect on the first day of 

July following its passage and approval unless a different 

time is prescribed therein. 

1£1 Every statute providing for taxation or the 

imposition of a fee on motor vehicles takes effect on the 

first day of January following its _(@ssage and approval 

unless a differe~_ime is prescribed therein. 

(2} "Passage", as used in subsection (1), means the 

enactment into law of a bill which has passed the 

legislature either with or without the approval of the 

governor, as provided in the constitution." 

SECTION 2. SECTION 61-]-101, __ MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ, 

"61-l-101. Duties of department records. ( 1) The 

department shall keep a record as hereinafter specified of 

all motor vehiclesr trailers~ and semitrailers of every 

kind, and of certificates of registration and ownership 

thereof, and of all manufacturers and dealers in motor 

vehicles. 

( 2) f~--~n~--e~~e--ot--motor--~~hie±e~,--~~~it~~~,--e~n 

~em~tr~ilersT-the The record ~haT¼ ffll!_St show the following: 
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(a) name of owner, residence address by street or rural 

route, townL and county, and httstness--adftr~es mailing 

address if different than residence address; 

(b} name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mor tgaqee, 

or lien; 

or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

(c) manufacturer of car; 

(d) manufacturer's designation of style of car or 

vehicle; 

(e) identifying number: 

(f) year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motiv@ power and shipping weight of 

car as shown by the manufacturer; 

(h) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle: 

( i) if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate: 

(j) such other information as may from time to time be 

found desirable. 

(J) The department shall file applications for 

registration received by it_ from the county treasurers of 

the state and register the vehicles ~fter~tn--deseribed and 

the vehicle owners the~eoi--ift-~tt~~ah½e-books-or-e"-index 

eard~, as follows: 

(a} under the distinctive license number assigned to 
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the vehicle by the county treasurer; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; 

(d) such other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

(4) Vehicle registration records and indexes and 

driver's license records and indexes may be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

(5) In the case of dealers. the records shall show the 

information contained in the application Eor dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-105, as well as 

the distinctive license number assigned to the dealer. 

(6) In order to prevent an accumulation of unneeded 

records and files, regardless o~ other statutory 

requirements, the department ~he½l-ha•e-the-ett~he~i~y-end-tt 

~heil-ee-it~-dttty-to ~y destroy all records and files whieh 

ha~e--e@a~ed-to-be-of-any-¥aitte that relate to vehicles that 

have not been registered within the preceding 4 years and 

that do not have an active lien. 

tTt--The---departfflent---mey--e~~eb¼i~h--an~--maintain--e 

9hort-we¥e-radte-~tetton-in-order-to--~epe~~--mot~r--v~nic¼e 

~e~t~tratten-~nrormatton-to-the-hiqhwey-pet~oT,-~~-~hertf~~, 

and-to-the-chief~-~f-pe+i~~-~f-ea~h-i~e~r~~ra~~~-~i~y-~t-~he 

~tate-who-are-ab¼e-to-~offllftnni~et~-wi~h-~~ch-~hort-wa~e-~edio 
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~tetieno 

t8tE.l All records shall be open to inspection during 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any infurmation from the records upon payment by the 

applicant oE the cost_ of tra!\se!'¼fl1""~ the information 

requested. Prior to eroviding the information, the 

de,eartment ma:r reg:uire the a12el icant to provide 

identification." 

SECTION 3. SECTION 61-3-2_01, MCA, _I_S_AMENE>,ED TO READ: 

•61-1-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership or registration. (l) Upon 

a transfer of any interest in a motor vehicle registered 

under the provisions of this chapter, the person whose 

interest is to be transferred shall write his signature with 

pen and ink upon the certificate of ownership issued for the 

vehicle in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

side of the certiEicate, and the signature must be 

acknowledged before the county treasurer, a deputy county 

treasurer, ~--~lected official authorized to acknowledge 

signatures~ ~_!!Ployee of the department, or a notary 

public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

tr,1nsferee shall forward hoth the endorsed certificate of 

'W11pr~;h1p with ·he cdometer milcaqe statement required under 

Gl-J-206 and thP certificate of registration, together with 
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the information required under 61-3-202, to the county 

treasurer, who shall forward them to the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

certificate of registration until the outstanding 

certificates are surrendered to that office or lheir loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

transferee to a penalty of $10. The county treasurer shall 

collect the penalty at the time of registration. The penalty 

is in addition to the fees otherwise provided by law. If the 

transferee does not make application within 25 days, a 

creditor or secured party may pay the fees for the transfer 

of title and filing of security interest or lien in order to 

have title transferred to the transferee and have the 

security interest or lien filed. The creditor or secured 

party is not liable for the penalty, registration fees, or 

taxes. The department shall return the certificate of title 

to the county treasurer as provided in 61-3-103(1). When the 

certificate of ownership is returned by the 

the county treasurer, the treasul'."er 

department 

shall hold 

to 

the 

certificate of ownership until the vehicle is properly 

registered. 

(3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

any interest in a motor vPhicle as upon inheritancP, devise, 

or beq11Pst, nrrter in bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 
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sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease ol'." executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

is transferred, the executor, administrator# receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or other representative or successor in 

interest of the person whose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required for an original 

application for a certificate of ownership, together with a 

verified or certified statement of the transfer of interest. 

The statement must set forth the reason for the involuntary 

transfer, the interest transferred, the name of the person 

to whom the interest is to be transferred, the process of 

procedure effecting the transfer, and other information 

requested by the department. Evidence and instruments 

otherwise required by law to effect a transfer of legal or 

equitable title to or an interest in chattels as may be 

required in such cases must be furnished with the statement. 

If the department is satisfied that the transfer is cegular 

and that all formalities required by law have been complied 

with, it shall send to the owner, conditional sales vendor, 

lessor, mortgagee, and other lienor, as shown by its 

records, notice of the intended transfer and, not less than 

5 days aftPr sending notice, shall iss1Je a new CPrtificate 

of ownership and certificate of registration to the 
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transferee. The notice requlred by this section is complied 

with by deposit in the post-effie~-ift-&ee~--bodqe7--Mentana7 

U.S. mail of the notice, postage prepaid, addressed to the 

person at the respective address shown on its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of ownership that is 

involuntarily transferred is not registered in this state, 

the procedure in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration but the department need not send notice of 

intended transfer and shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership and a new certificate 

person entitled to them. 

(5) {a) If the owner of one or 

of registration to the 

more motor vehicles, 

trailers, semitrailecs, oc housetrailers registered under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without leaving other property necessitating the 

letters of administration or letters procucing of 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other hei.r unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

nf the decedent's certificate of o..,nership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 

{b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the departme11t 

SPtting Earth the (act ot survivorship a11rl the nam~ .1nrl 

dddress nf any other heirs and other fa~ts as are necessary 
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under subsection IS)(a) to entitle the affiant to 

transfer. 

a 

le) The department is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subjp,ct to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection IS)(a) of 

th is sect ion. 

(6) Nothing in subsection {5) prevents any secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered under the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest of the holder oE the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secured party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

registered under this chapter, a copy of the assignment must 

be filed with the department and a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

17) The certificate of ownership 1s valid until 

canceled by the department upon a transfer of any interest 

shown in the cPrt1ficate, and annual renewal is not needed. 

I 8) (dl llp011 its determination that a certificate of 

ownprship c~_r a registration rece~.£.!:. contains an error ee:ttsed 

hy-t.-he-dl'"'~artmel"'l..,, ~ __ tb,~t ----.!:.~~pl icant ~pa id __ the 

( __ '::1--l:~i .. rt~~--i~~-e-~---·~l1_d __ ~_e~ with an i.nsufti£l'::..~__!_~nd~ check and 
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if the department has been notified of that fact by the 

county attorney, the department may cancel the certificate 

of ownership or receipt and, in the case of an error, issue 

a replacement for the erroneous certificate ?£ receipt if 

the owner has returned the certificate or receipt to be 

canceled. If the owner fails to return to the department the 

certificate of oYnership, the registration receipt, or the 

license plate, the department shall direct a peace officer 

or department employee to secure and return the certificate, 

receipt, or license plate to the department. 

{b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership or a registration receipt ~~~~~d--wi~h that 

contains an error eattsee-by-~he-depsr~me~~ or that has been 

canceled by the department due to an insufficient funds 

check, as provided in subsection {B)(a), after receiving 

actual notice of the department's demand for the return of 

the certificate or receipt, as required by subsection 

(8)(a)~ is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may 

be fined an amount not to exceed $500." 

SECTION 4. SECTION 61-3-202_,_MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ, 

"61-3-202. Certificate of 

contents -- joint ownership. 

ownership issuance 

(1) Upon completion of the 

application for certificate of ownership, on forms furnished 

by the department, the county treasurer shall for....,ard one 

copy of thP application to the department, which shall enter 
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the information contained in the application upon the 

corresponding records of its office and, except as provided 

in 61-3-103(1) and 61-3-201(2) concerning applications by 

creditors or secured parties, shall furnish the applicant a 

certificate of ownership subject to the provisions of 

61-3-103. 

(2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon the 

[ace thereof: 

(a} the date issued: 

(b) the name and e~mplete mailing and residence address 

of the owner or the names and addresses of joint owners; 

(c) except as provided in 61-3-103, the name and 

complete address of any holder of a perfected security 

interest in the registered vehicle: 

(d) a description of the registered vehicle, including 

the year built and serial number; 

(e) except as provided in 61-3-103, the filing date of 

any lien against such motor vehicle~ and 

(f) such other statement of facts as may be determined 

by the df'partment. 

(3) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

who are members of the same immediate family are listed on 

the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

(4) Upon receipt of the application, the department 
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shall recheck the application. If there is any error in the 

applicationL it may be returned to the owner or to the 

county treasurer to effectively secure the correction of 

such error, who shall return the same to the department. 

(S) The certificate of ownership shall contain a notice 

to the department of a transfer of interest of the owner and 

such other statements as may be 

department." 

determined by the 

Section 5. Section 61-3-314, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-114. Registration period. (1) Notwithstanding any 

other provisions of this title regarding the registration of 

motor vehicles, eeftlffl@neinq--dannary--+7-½9~6, all vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-]-313 through 61-3-316 shall 

be registered for 12-month periods based upon the time they 

are first registered in this state pursuant to 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316. 

(2) There shall be ~e" !1_ registration periods, each of 

which shall commence on the first day of a calendar month. 

The periods are designated as follows: 

(a) January 1 through January Jl 1st pP.riod 

(b) F'P.bruary l through February 28/29 2nd period 

(c) March 1 through March 31 3rd. pP.r i od 

(d) April l throuqh April 30 4th period 

(e) May 1 throuqh May ll ',th per iorl 

( f) ,Tune 1 through June ]0 hth period 
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(g) July l through July 31 7th period 

(h) August 1 through August 31 8th period 

( i) September 1 through September 30 9th period 

( i ) Oct obf> r 1 through October 31 10th period 

~?Y~-~b_er_ -~ __ t_hrough November 30 11th eeriod 

!ll December 1 through December 31 12th :eeriod 

t~t--Por--pttrpo~~~--o~--6¼-3-3l3--~h~ett~h--6¼-3-3l6T-the 

peried-No•emb~r-¼-throngh-November-39--~ha¼¼--be--eefteidered 

th~--¼9~h-peried-preee~ift~-and-~he-peried-0eeember-¼-Chrett~h 

B~eember-3¼-~h8¼¼-be-eo"~±dered-~h~-fir9t-pe~ied-ef-~he-year 

fe½lowingT'' 

Section 6. Section 61-3-342, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-342. Temporary window sticker. ill Any purchaser 

of a motor vehicle who is unable to obt8in-¼ieense-p¼ates 

from-ehe-eett"~y-ereft~nr~r FULLY COMPLETE THE PROCESS OF 

- -··- - -·· A MONTANA TITLE at the time he makes APPLVTN~ FOR 

application for registration or reregistration of the 

vehicle because the certificate of ownership is lost, in the 

possession of third parties, or in the process of reissuance 

in this st.ate or elsewhere may, upon making affidavit to 

that effect upon a frnm prescribed by the department and 

,ipon the paymPnt- vf ~ ictll applicable fees and taxes, plus an 

dd..Jit i9:~_a_!_ tee of $2 to be collected by the county treasurer 

,~nd rf'mittPd tc, t-he deptntment, obtain frdm the county 

trPast1rer of the county 1n which the vehicle is to be 
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registered a temporary window sticker of such size, color, 

and design as the department may prescribe, to be validated 

by the county treasurer for a period of 60 days from the 

date of issuance. The purchaser, upon displaying the sticker 

on the tipper left-hand corner of the rear window of the 

motor vehicle, may operate the vehicle during the period for 

which the window sticker has been validated without 

displaying the registration certificate or number plates or 

plate for the current year. The county treasurer may not 

sell, and no person may purchase, more than one 60-day 

temporary window sticker for any vehicle, the ownership of 

which has not changed since the issuance of the previous 

60-day window sticker. 

(2) A VEHICLE FOR WHICH AN APPLICATION FOR TITLE CANNOT 

BE COMPLETED MAY NOT BE REGISTERED BY THE COUNTY TREASURER 

NOR MAY LICENSE PLATES FOR THE VEHICLE BE ISSUED BY THE 

COUNTY TREASURER UNTIL THE COMPLETED CERTIFICATE OF -------
OWNERSHIP OR APPLICATION FOR TITLE IS PRESENTED FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF TRANSFERRING OWNERSHIP. 

U! IN THE EVENT AN UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCE PREVENTS THE 

OWNER OF A VEHICLE FROM PRESENTING THE CERTIFICATE OF 

OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE 60-DAY PERIOD PERMITTED UNDER 

SUBSECTION (1), TH~ OWNER MAY APPLY TO THE MOTOR VE'!ICLF. 

D!V~Qtl___FOR AN EXTENDED TEM_!'ORARY WINDOW STICKER ON AN 

APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE DIVISION. THE FORM MUST BE 
- ---·------- ~ ----------
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ACCOMPANIED BY THE TITLE APPLICATION. 

L!_l UPON RECEIPT OF AN APPLICATION f"OR AN EXTENDED 

TEMPORARY WINDOW STICKER AND TITLE AS DESIGNATED IN 

SUBSECTION (3), THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION OR THE COUNTY 

TREASURER, WITH THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE 

DIVISION, MAY ISSUE AN EXTENDED TEMPORARY WINDOW STICKER, 

VALID FOR AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS, UPON PAYMENT OF A FEE OF 

$10 THAT MUST BE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND. AT THE ENO 

OF THE EXTENDED 60-DAY PERIOD OR IN THE EVENT THE REQUEST 

FOR EXTENSION IS REJECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT f"OR CAUSE, THE 

OWNER MAY OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP BY THE METHOD 

PROVIDED IN 61-3-208." 

SECTION 7. SECTION 61-3-503, MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

"61-3-503. (Temporary) Assessment~ Ill Except as 

provided in 61-3-520 and subsection (2) of this section, the 

following apply to the taKation of motor vehicles: 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (l)(c) through 

(l)(e), a person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing the 

application with the county treasurer submit the application 

to the county assessor. Tl1e county assessor shall enter on 

the application in a space to be provided for that purpose 

the market value and taxable value of the vehicle as of 

Janudry l of the year for which the application for 

registration is made. 
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lb) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

within the state. A motor vehicle is not subject to 

assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in each year. 

(c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 ~kat½ ~ be assessed as of the first day 

of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale value as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

apPraisal guide approved by the department of revenue or, 

for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

preceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

determined by the county assessor, and thereafter 

depreciated 10\ per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

not including additions or deductions for options and 

mileage but including additions ur deductions, whPther or 

not one of the preceding guides is used, f•lr diPSPI engines; 

and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 
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on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

continue until the fees and taxes have been paid. If the 

value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section is less than $SOU, the department shall value the 

vehicle at SSOO. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadc-icycles !!hat½ ~ be 

assessed, using the greater of the following: 

Ii) $2,0; or 

\ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

January l of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

contained in the most 

National Edition oE 

recent volume 

the N.1\.0.1\. 

of the applicable 

Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide or another nationally published used vehicle or 

appraisal ~approved by the department of revenue, not 

including additions or deductions for options and mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 

{l){d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 

guide or other a_£2_roved guide, the department of revenue or 

its age11t shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

pr 1.ce, f .o. b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

ma:,ufacturer's sugqested list price, using the following 

mPthcds: 

{ i) if tl1e 11ew car sales tax has been previously paid 

c111(! thf> ,.,.Phlt~le is less than l year in age, the depreciaLion 
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percentage shall be 20\; or 

(ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

dPprec1ation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides or other 

approved guides referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

of this subsection (1}~ the age of the vehicle is determined 

by subtracting the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

from the calendar year of assessment. 

(f) When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the value 

shall remain at that m1n1mum su long as the vehicle is 

registered. 

fg) If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other approved 

guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

value of the vehicle at the rate of 10% a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(g) 

do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1). (Terminates December 

31. 1993--sec. 11, Ch, 525, L. 1989.) 

61-]-503. (Effective January 1, 1994) Assessment. I I l 

Except as provided in subsection (2), the ll:'tlowi.ng apply to 
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the taxation of motor vehicles: 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (l)(c) through 

(l}(e), a person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall before filing 

such application wllh the county treasurer submit the 

application to the county assessor. The county assessor 

shall enter on the application in a space to be provided for 

that purpose the market value and taxable value of the 

vehicle as of January l of the year for which the 

application for registration is made. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

within the state. In no event may any motor vehicle be 

subject to assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in 

each year. 

(c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 !!hail !!!_1:!_~_!_ be assessed as of the first day 

of the reqistration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale value as of January l of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

Mount.:=1ln States Edition of th@ National Automobile Dealers 

Association (N.A.D.A.) Official used Car Guide, the National 
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Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used vehicle or 

appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue or, 

for a vehicle that was never listed in any edition of the 

prPceding guides, the retail value of the vehicle as 

determined by the county assessorr and thereafter 

depreciated 10\ per year until a value of $500 is reached, 

not including additions or deductions for options and 

mileage but including additions or deductions, whether or 

not one of the preceding guides is used, for diesel engines: 

and a lien for taxes and fees due on the vehicle shall occur 

on the anniversary date of the registration and shall 

continue until the fees and taxes have been paid. If the 

value shown in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section is less than $500, the department shall value the 

vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadricycles shall be assessed, 

using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; or 

(ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

January l of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

National Edition of the N.A.D.A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appr~isal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide ur another nationaLl.i'.......__E.ublished used vehicle or 
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appraisal guide approved by the department of revenue, not 

including additions or deductions for options and mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) o~ 

I 1 l (d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.O.A, 

guide or at.her appr~ved guide, the department of revenue or 

its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

manufacturer's suggested list price, using the following 

methods: 

( i ) if the new car sales tax has been previously paid 

and the vehicle is less than 1 year in age, the depreciation 

percentage shall be 20\; or 

(ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.O.A. guides or other 

approved quid~ referred to in this subsection. For purposes 

of this sub5ection (ll, the age of the vehicle is determined 

by subtracti,1g the manufacturer's model year of the vehicle 

from the calendar year of assessment. 

(f) When a minimt1m value of $500 is reached, the value 

shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

c•·~1sterPrt, 

I~) If a previou~ly registered vehicle is no longer 

-22- HB 579 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

21 

24 

25 

HB 0579/02 

listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide or other approved 

guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

valt1e of the vehicle at the rate of 10\ a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

rema1n at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through tl)(g} 

do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, campers, or 

mobile homes as defined in lS-1-lOltl}."' 

Section 8. Section 61-3-535, MCA, is amended to read: 

~61-3-535. Vehicle reregistration by mail renewal 

cards and reregistration notice by mail. (1) The-department 

~h~ll-perm~t-the-rere~i9tration-of ~n EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN 

SUBSECTION (2), AN owner of the following types of motor 

vehicles may reregister by mail: 

ill light vehicles, motorcycles, quadricycl~~~ and 

other vehicles subject to tax under 61-3-504(2) with-the 

co~nty-treesarer-by-fflei½-e~-tne-ep~ion-0£-the-owne~--ef--tne 

•el"li-e½:e,; and 

(b) travel trailers, campers, and motor homes subject 

to a fee in lieu of tax under 61-3-521. 

L~l The option to reregister Uy mail need only be made 

available for vehicles registered at the close of the 

expiring reqtstration period in the name of the dpplicant 

fer reregistration A.ND ONL'i_li_____JHE VALUE, A1.;c, LENG~~-'- OR 

OTHER CRITERIA USED TO DETERMINE THE' TAX_OR_ FEE.IS AVAILABLE 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

(3) The department shall develop a ,erocedure to 

facilitate the reregistration by mail of the vehicles l)sted 

in subsection (1). The mail reregistration procedure 

developed by the department must p~eTi-de-fer-a-ear--eode--en 

~he--mait-renewa¼-eard-~o-that-th@-eeHnty-treesnrer-ean-sean 

the-mail-renew~¼-eerd-for-ar¼-reievant-informa~ien--vhen--tt 

i-s--reee±•e~--f~em--the--applieant INCLUDE A PROCEDURE TO 

FACILITATE AUTOMATED HANDLING OF MAIL REREGISTRATION OR 

RECERTIFICATION. 

titill The form to be returned to the county treasurer 

by the applicant, with the appropriate tax and fees, is to 

contain a statement7--~e--ee--sH~scribed--~e--by THAT the 

applicant7-steti-ng ~ compliance with the financial 

liability requirements of 61-6-301. 

t3till The procedure implemented by the department to 

permit reregistration by mail shall provide for a written 

reminder notice by mail to a ¼ight vehicle owner of the 

requirement to reregister his vehicle with the county 

treasurer. 

t4till_ The department shall adopt rules to implement 

the mail reregistration procedure.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Mail renewal and 

recertification. ttt-~he-~epe~tment-of-j~~ti-ee-~~e½¼-deve¼ep 

e--proeed~~e--f~r-mei!-rece~tifieetie~-of-~o~t~,-ehe-renewar 
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0E-t~eense-deee½s7-and-the-payfflent-of-the--fee--itt--½iett--0£ 

tex, 

ti+--~he--op~iofl-to-reeertifyT-renew,-snd-pay-the-fee-in 

l~e~-0£-tex-hy-ma~½-need-onty-be-made--avs±lab¼e--for--boet~ 

to~---whieh---owfle~ehip--he~--not--ehenqed--~inee--the--le~t 

~~eert½fieat±on-er-renewai-period, 

t3t--~he-mail-~eftewe+-p~oeed~re-fflu9t-prevtde-for--e--bar 

code--en--the--reftewal--or--reeertifieation-eard-so-that-the 

eottnty--tressttrer--ean--seen--the--eard--£or--a¼½---reie•ent 

infermation-~pen-its-reeeipto 

t4t--~he--department--e~--;ustiee--may--adopt--r~¼e~--te 

~mplement-this-seet~en~ THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-3-535 MAY BE 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF BOATS, THE RENEWAL OF 

LICENSE DECALS, ANO THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Mai 1 renewal and 

recertification. t¼t-~he-eepertment-of-iH~tiee-~hal¼-de•e½op 

a-preeedttre-rer-ma±i--reeert±r±eetion--or--~noWfflob±ie~,--the 

renewar--oi--¼ieen~e--deea¼~7--and-the-payfflent-ef-~he-Eee-tn 

i±ett-of-tax, 

tit--~he-opt~on-to-~e~er~±ry,-~e"ew,-and-pay-the-ree--tn 

¼±ett--nr--tax--ey--me¼¼--need--en+y--be--marie--ave±½a~t~-tor 

9newmo8t¼e~-for-wh½eh-owner~h+p--ha~-not--ehenged--~+nee--~"e 

ra~~-reeertif+eation-or-ren~wa½-p~riod~ 

t3t--The--mei½--renewa¼-proeedore-ffltt9t-pro~tde-for-a-bar 
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eede-en-the-reftewa¼-er--reeertifieatien--eard--se--that--the 

eottnty---~reas~rer--ean--~ean--~he--eard--fer--a¼½--re¼e¥ant 

±nrerfflation-tt~on-it9-reeeip~T 

t4t--~he--departfflent--of--1~~~iee--may--adopt--r~¼e9--to 

±mp¼ement-t~i~-9eetion~ THE MAIL RENE\'iAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PURSUANT TO 61-]-5]5 MAY BE 

USED FOR MAIL RECERTIFICATION OF SNOWMOBILES, THE RENEWAL uF 

LICENSE DECALS, ANO THE PAYMENT OF TBE FEE IN LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 11. Mail renewal and 

recertification. tlt-The-8e~artment-of-;tt9t½ee-she¼l-de¥e¼ep 

a--proceettre--fer--198±¼---~eeertifieatien---e~---off-hiqhway 

~eh¼e¼e~7--the-renewa¼-of-¼ieen~e-deea%~7-and-the-payment-of 

the-fee-in-lie~-of-tsx~ 

tit--~he-option-to-reeert¼ry7-renew7-and-pay-the-fee--in 

½ieu--of--tax--by--mai¼--nee~--on½y--be--made--ava¼½aele-fe~ 

orf-ht~hway-•e~±eles-~er-whieh--ewner~hip--has--not--ehan~ed 

~inee-t"e-ta9~-reeert½Eieetien-or-re~ewa¼-~eriodo 

t~t--~he--Mai¼--renewa¼-proeed~re-mtt~t-?ro•i8e-for-a-ear 

eode-on-the-renewa¼-or--reeerttfteat±on--eare--so--~hat--the 

eottnty---t~ea~ttrer--ean--~ean--tne--eard--for--a½½--re½evene 

i"forfflat~en-ttpon-T~s-ree~iptT 

t4t--The--d~partm~nt--ef--;tts~~ee--mey--ado~~--rtties--te 

-imr,-l-emf'!n~-~f"li~--~eet-.:±onT THE MAIL RENEWAL PROCEDURE DEVELOPED 

Wi ~H~_!_?~!'t~TME~_1' Q~ -~-~STICE FURSTJ_~-~ __ fil-3-S]"i ~'i BE 

USED FOH MAIL RE:CERTIFICATION OF OFF-HIGHWAY VEH__!C1=._E~ THE 
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RENEWAL OF LICENSE DECALS, AND THE PAYMENT OF THE FEE IN 

LIEU OF TAX. 

NEW SECTION. Section 12. County 11C>tor vehicle computer 

system. (l) The department ef-jtt~tieeT-i"-eenstt½eaeio"-with 

s-a~er-ee•tsory-grottp-representing-eettnty-trea~ttr~r~,--~hat! 

ee¥elep--8n SHALL MAINTAIN A STATEWIDE on-line computer 

system for-the-ttse-ef-the-eottnties-e@-thi~-~tete to be used 

to register and reregister motor vehicles,. boats,. 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles. 

(2) The department ef-jttstiee shall establish the user 

advisory group proyided-for-in-s~bsection-ttt, to assist in 

the development an8--eperatieft--ef--the--eempoter---system 

pre•ided--fer--in--sttbseetion--tlt OF POLICIES GOVERNING THE 

REGISTRATION AND REREGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, BOATS, 

SNOMMOBILES, ANO OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES. The user advisory 

group must ±neittde--eeHn~y--~r@ASHF@r9,--@mp¼eyees--of--the 

eettnty--treasttrer,--and--eottn~y-dete-proeessinq-personnei-in 

sdditien-to-repre9ente~iYes-ef-tne-department~ 

t3t--The--pe¼~ey--dee½s~en9--neeessary--te--de¥e¼op--end 

impiement-the-eomputer-system-pro•ided-Eor-in-9ttbsection-t¼t 

fflH9t-he-mede-;o+n~¼y-ey-the-depertmene-end-the-tt9er-ed•isory 

9rottp~-The-e0ffl.pttter-system-and-any-ehenqes--to--thet--sy9teffl 

ffltt~t-be-eppro•ed-by-the-ttser-ed•±sory-grottp~ BE APPOINTED BY 

THE ATTORNEf GENERAr,_AND MUST INCLUDE: 

(A) AN EMPLOYEE OF THE O~PARTMENT OF _AD~_!_NISTRJ\1'ION, 
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DATA PROCESSING DIVISION~ SELECTED BY THE DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATOR: 

(B) TWO COUN'l'Y TREASURERS, SELECTED BY THE MONTANA 

COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION: 

J.9 ONE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE SECTION SUPERVISOR, 

SELECTED BY THE MONTANA COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOCIATION; 

(D) A COUNTY ASSESSOR, SELECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENIJEi 

ill A'! EMPLOYEI'! _CJL_THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, DATA 

PROCESSING DIVISION, SELECTED BY THE DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

J..!J. AN _ _l'!_MPLOYEE _<)_!" THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION, REGISTRAR'S BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR; 

i.91 AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEl'_ARTMENT OL._JUSTICE, MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION, DRIVER SERVICES BUREAU, SELECTED BY THE 

DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR: 

(H) A MEMBER OF THE MONTANA BA~KERS' ASSOCIATION, 

SELECTED BY TRE ASSOCIATION DIRECTORi 

ill A MEMBER OF THE MONTANA AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 

ASSOCIATION, SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR: AND 

i.,!J A MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTANA AMERICAN 

AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION, SELECTED BY THE ASSOCIATION 

DIRECTOR. 

ill COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT E:MPLOYEES OF THE 

STATE OF MONTANA SHALL SERVE A TERM OF 2 _ YEl\RS, AND STATE 
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EMPLOYEE HEI\BERS SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. 

(4) TRAVEL AND PER DIEM EXPENSES FOR THE COMMITTEE HUST 

Be CHARGED TO THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 

(5) SECRETARIAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE COMMlTTEE 

HUST BE PROVIDED BY THE MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION. 

(6J THE COMI-\ITTEE Sl!ALL MEET NO MORE THAN FOUR TIMES A 

YEAR UNLESS SPECIFICALLY CALLED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

NEW SECTION. Section 13. County moto< vehicle compute< 

comaittee. (l) There is a county motor vehicle computer 

committee. 

{2) The committee is allocated to the department of 

justice for administrative purposes only as provided in 

2-15-121. 

(3} The committee consists of: 

{a) an employee of the information service division of 

the department of administration, appointed by the director 

of the department of administration; 

(b) two county treasurers, appointed by the Montana 

county treasurPrs association; and 

(c) t"'10 employees of the department of iustice, 

dppointed by the attorney general. 

NEW SECTION. Section 14. Duties of county motor 

vehicle computer committee. ( 1) The county mntor vehiclf" 

computer committee shall: 
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(a) ~~t---th~--~~anda~d--£or--~he--eomp~eer--eqttipmen~T 

ine¼tteinq--periph~rs¼~T ESTABLISH THE REQUIREMENTS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR Tl!E COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM 

TO BE used by county treasurers and the department of 

justice to registPr and reregister motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles. and off-highway vehicles; 

(b) ~ake-qrant9--to--eettnt~es--and--efte--departffleftt--ef 

;tt~tiee---te--p~~eha~@ APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF computer 

equipment, including peripherals, to be used for the 

registration and reregistration of motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles: 

(c) fflftke-gr~n~~--te--~ottntte9--and--the--depa~tment--e~ 

jtt~tiee APPROVE THE PROCEDURES foe the development of the 

county motor vehicle computer system provided for in 

(section 8 !21 and for training in the use of that system. 

tit--An--efflettne--oi--$i7r89T999--is--e~prepr±ate~-to-tfte 

eottftty-mo~er-v@hie¼e--eofflp~te~--eofflft'ltttee--£rem--~he--eettnt7 

ffloter--vehiete-e~fflpttter-~tt~~-Eer-~"e-~ien"ittffl-beqt~~in~-dtt¼y 

h-½99h 

11_L AS U_?_ED IN THIS SECTION, "COMPUTER SYSTEM" MEANS 

THE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE APPLICATION SYSTEM AND DOES NOT 

INCLUDE THE CENTRAL COMPUTER CENTERS OR IMPLY THAT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING 

rt~~~y_ AND OPERATING A.ND MAINTAINING CENTRAL COMPUTER 

CENTE~S. ---- -- -
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NEW SECTION. Section 15. County motor vehicle coaputer 

fee. {l) A county motor vehicle computer fee of $1 must be 

assessed on the annual registration or reregistration for 

each of the following: 

ta) motor vehicles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 61, chapter 3; 

{b) boats subject to registration or reregistration 

under Title 23, chapter 2, part 5; 

{cl snowmobiles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 6; and 

(d) off-highway vehicles subject to registration or 

reregistration under Title 23, chapter 2, part 8. 

(2) The fee must be collected by the county treasurer 

and forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the 

eottnty-motor-vehie¼e-eompttter STATE GENERAL fund. 

NBW-SB€~f8H~--seetion-1r~--eennty-motor-v@hiel@-eoffl~ttter 

fttnft~--~here--t9--a--cottnty-motor-vehie¼e-eompttter-fttnd-~nto 

whieh-the-fee9-~~o•ided-ior-in-tseetion-¼¼f--aPe--depe~i~ee~ 

~he-Eee~-are-~e-be-tt~eS-by-the-eottnty-motor-vehieie-eofflpttter 

eolftfflttte~--to--esrry--ottt-its-dttties-as-provided-in-tseetion 

¼9t,-Any-tttnd9-in-the-eottnty--motop--veh~e½e--eomptttep--fttnd 

that--have--not--heen--eorMlittee-by-the-eott"~Y-motoP-vehieie 

eompttter-eofflfflittee-ss--of--Ottne--38,--1993,--~e•ert--to--the 

g~Me~al-fttnd~ 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 16. APPROPRIATION. THERE IS 
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APPROPRIATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE $639,300 IN FISCAL YEAR 1992 AND $837,900 IN FISCAL 

YEAR 1993 TO FUND THE CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF 

THE STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

NEW SECTION. Section 17. Effective date 

applicability ----termination. ttt (This act] is effective 

July 1, 1991, and applies to motor vehicles, boats, 

snowmobiles, and off-highway vehicles that must be 

registered or reregistered on or after July 1, 1991. 

t~t--+s~~tions-9-threttgh-t~f-~erminete-dafle-387-¼993T 

NEW SECTION. Section 18. Codification instruction. (ll 

(Section S ~) is intended to be codified as an integral part 

of Title 23, chapter 2, part 5, and the provisions of Title 

23, chapter 2, part 5, apply to (section S !I• 

I 2 l [Section 6 10] is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 6, apply to {section 

6 10]. 

I 3 l [Section 1 !.!_I is intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, and the 

provisions of Title 23, chapter 2, part 8, apply to [section 

1 !.!_). 

i4J [ SECTIONS 12 THROUGH 141 ARE INTENDED TO BE 

CODIFIED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PART 3, 

AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE_6_h CHAPTER 3, PART 3, APPLY TO 
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[SECTIONS lZ THROUGH 14]. 

(5) [SECTION 15) IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART _O~ T!TLE _61_,_ _c::HAPTER J, PART s, ANO THE 

4 PROVISlONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 3, PART 5, APPLY TO [SECTION 

s !_51:__ 

-End-
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