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INTRODUCED BY 

~S.,::: BILL NO, 57_<;' 

'~~! I b 
! 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

H:+r?F 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ASSIGNING TO THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE THOSE MOTOR 

VEHICLE TITGING AND REGISTRATION DUTIES NOW PERFORMED BY THE 

COcNTY TREASU~ERS; INCREASING TITLE AND LIEN FEES; CHANGING 

RECORDS RETENTION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT; ADDING 

TWO ADDITIONAL 

REREG I STRATIONS 

REGISTRATION PERIODS; PROVIDING THAT 

THAT HAVE A VALUE ESTABLISHED BY THE 

AUTOMATED MOTOR VEHICLE SYSTEM BE RENEWABLE ONLY BY MAIL; 

CHANGING THE METHODS USED TO COMPUTE AND DISTRIBUTE MOTOR 

VEHICLE TAXES; PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN FEES NOW COLLECTED BY 

THE COUNTIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERFORMING Tl'l'LE AND 

REGISTRATION DUTIES BE DIRECTED TO THE GENERAL FUND; 

PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE FEES AND TAXES NOW 

COLLECTED BY THE COUNTIES BE COLLECTED BY THE MOTOR VEHICLE 

DIVISION AND DISTRIBUTED TO THE COUNTIES; PROVIDING THE 

DEPARTMENT A METHOD OF HIRING CERTAIN COUNTY EMPLOYEES 

DURING THE TRANSITION; CLARIFYING THE HOURS, TIME OF 

OPERATION, AND LOCATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION OFFICES; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 2-89-302, 2-89-303, 7-14-2511, 23-2-508, 

23-2-509, 2:r2-510, 23-2-611, 23-2-612, 23-2-6c3, 23-2-616, 

23-2-803, 2'3-2-804, 23-2-809, 23-2-811, 23-2-812, 23-2-817, 
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61-3-101, 61-3-103, 61-3-201, 61-3-202, 61-3-203, 61-3-207, 

61-3-303, 61-3-311, 61-3-314, 61-3-317, 61-3-321, 61-3-322, 

61-3-331, 61-3-335, 61-3-342, 61-3-406, 61-3-431, 61-3-433, 

61-3-467, 61-3-502, 61-3-503, 61-3-504, 61-3-508, 61-3-509, 

61-3-510, 61-3-524, 61-3-525, 61-3-535, 61-3-701, 61-4-111, 

61-4-112, 61-4-310, 61-6-302, 61-10-213, 61-10-225, 

61-10-227, 61-10-233, AND 80-7-810, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE," 

STATEMENT OF INTSN'~ 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it grants additional rulemaking authority to the department 

of justice to create temporary rules to aid in the 

transition to state registration and titling of motor 

vehicles. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2-89-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"2-89-302. (Temporary) Commemorative centennial license 

plates. (1) Notwithstanding the 4-year period provided for 

in 61-3-332(2), the department of justice may issue 

commemorative centennial license plates for a different 

period if requested by the Montana statehood centennial 

office, at prices to be agreed upon by the depa:tment and 

the office as pr,,vided in 2-89-303. 
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(2) Commemorative license plates may be: 

(a) collectors' license plates, intended to be 

collectors 1 items only, distinctive:y marked or colored. 

Such plates may be designated as no~ valid for ~he purpose 

of :icensing motor vehicles within the state; or 

(b) special or limited duration lice~se plates valid 

for licensing motor vehicles in the state and carrying the 

same general centennial design as regularly iss~ed license 

plates provided for in 2-89-301, except that they may differ 

from such regular license plates by: 

(i) color; 

(ii) use of a distinctive series of registratior, numbers 

or special prefixes or suffixes for the 

numbers; and 

regis.tration 

(iii) by other details not distracting from legibility 

or recognition of the license plate. 

I 3 l (a) For all licenses sold oefore Decembt>r 1, 1989, 

proceeds from the sale of cor.unemorative licer.se plates, 

after payment of the agreed price to the department, must be 

used for centennial activities of the office as provided in 

part l of this chapter. The proceeds for sales occurring 

after November 30, 1989, must be deposited in the general 

fund. 

{b) A--ee:itH\t"y '.!'_!]_~_department of justice shall assess an 

aOJitional fee of $3 for each set of commemorative 
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centennial license plates issued in-t~e-eottnty to defray the 

costs incurred by the eottnty--trea~ttrer~ motor vehicle 

division, ~he--eotl"ty--trea~ttr@r--~ha¼%-eoli@et-the-£ee-a"rl 

which shall deposit the money in the eottnty general fund. 

(c) The issuance of commemorative license plates must 

be made at no direct cost to the state. 

( 4) Commemorative license plates that are valid for 

licensing a motor vehicle must 

number, as established in 

carry the assigned county 

61-3-332, either within the 

registration numbers or by means of an affixed nonremovable 

sticker bearing the appropriate county designation and used 

in accordance with instructions by the department. 

(Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, Ch. 654, L. 1989.)'' 

Section 2. Section 2-89-303, MCA, is amended to read, 

"2-89-303. (Temporary) 

department of justice may 

Administration. 

by rule establish 

(1) The 

application 

procedures for the issuance of license plates authorized by 

this part. The rules may provide: 

(a) for the issuance of regular license plates with a 

centennial design to persons wishing to purchase such plates 

to replace present plates; 

(b) for the application for and issuance of 

commemorative centennial license plates valid for licensing 

motor vehicles, as authorized by 2-89-302; 

(c) whether commemorative centennial license plates, if 
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issued under 2-89-302, may be issued as personalized plates 

under the provisions of Title 61, chapter 3, part 4; and 

(d) other procedures necessary for the proper 

administration of this part. 

(2) (a) The Montana statehood centennial office may 

request classes and variations of corr~emorative license 

plates, and each type or variation may be issued for a 

different price. 

(b) F'or t.he issua:",ce of commemorative license plates, 

the office shall contract with and provide for payment to 

the department for the production of such license plates. 

The contract must establish prices to be paid by the 

ultimate purcnaser for the issuance of commem-:::ra ti ve 

centennial license plates. The department of j;,istice may 

r.ot, however, sell any conunemorative license plates for less 

than $19.89, not incL1ding 

authorized in 2-89-302(3), 

Ch. 654, L. 1989.)" 

the eo~n~y administrative fee 

(Terminates July 1, 1996--sec. 4, 

Section 3. Section 7-14-2511, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-14-2511. Creation of county motor vehicle fund. When 

eoi¼eeted--by remitted ~o the treasurer of the county in 

which a motor vehicle is registered, all license and 

registration fees for which there is no specific provision 

as to dispos:tion of the fee shall be credited to the county 

motor vehicle fund.'' 
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Section 4. Section 23-2-616, MCA, 1s amended to read: 

"23-2-616. Registration and decals -- application and 

issuance -- use of certain fees. t l) No ~ snowmobile may not 

be operated on public lands by ac1y person in Montana unless 

it has been registered and there is displayed in a 

conspicuous place on both sides of the cowl a decal as 

visual proof that the fee i~ lieu of property tax has been 

;:ia:.d on :..t ~::r ~:-.e ct::rer.':. '/ea:- and tb.e immediately previous 

year as required by 15-16-202. 

(2) Application :or registration shall be made to--tne 

eo~nty---trea~~rer upon forms to be furnished by the 

department of justice for this purpose, which may be 

obtained at the--eounty--trea~~rer~~ any motor vehicle 

division office in-the-eo~~ty-where-the-ewner-re~±ae~. The 

application shall con~ain the f0l:owing information: 

(a) name and address of the owner; 

(b) certificate of ownership number; 

(c) make of the snowmobile; 

(d) model name of the snow:nobile; 

{e) year of manufactu:e; 

(f) a statement evidencing payment of the fee in lieu 

~f property tax as required b}· 15-16-202; and 

(g) such other information as the department of justice 

may require. 

(3) The application shall be accompanied by a decal fee 

-6-



1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

LC 0438/01 

of $2, a registration fee of 50 cents, and, 

snowmobile has previc.Jsly been registered, 

registration certificate fo~ the most recent year 

if the 

by the 

in which 

:.he snowrr.obile was reg1s-:e~ed. T!'"!e trea!!t:lrer-~ha:t:t-::sign-the 

e:ppii~e:tien--and ~~part:r,e:-.'.:. c-E --ju~tice s:i.a.11 issue a 

registration receipt w~~eh---~Ma:t:t---~o~~ain containt!l.9 

information considered necessary by the department of 

justice and a listi~g of fees paid. The owner shall retain 

possession of the registra-:-:on receipt until it is 

surrendered to the eatuity-o:-rea~1H"er ~_a.rtwent of -justice 

for reregistration or to a p~rcnaser or subsequent owner 

pursuant to a transfer of ownership. 

(4) The eo~Mty--trea~nrer--~hal±--ferward--tne--~±gned 

app¼±eation--to-the department of justice and shall issue to 

the applicant a decal in-~he-~tyle-ana-rle~ig~-pre~e~±bed--by 

the--department-of-j~~t±ee-and of a different color than the 

preceding year, numbered i~ seq~e~ce. 

{ 5) The eo1::1nty-t:rea~tlre!" depart:nent of_ ius::. ice may not 

accept any application under this section until the 

applicant has paid the decal and registration fees and the 

fee in lieu of property tax on the snowmobile for the 

current year and the imrned:..ately previous yedr as required 

by 15-16-202. 

( 6) All money collected from payment of the deca1 fees 

and all interest accruing from use of this money shall be 
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forwarded to the state treasurer and placed in the state 

special revenue fund to the credit of the department, with 

$1 designated for use in enforcing the purposes of 23-2-601 

through 23-2-644 and $1 designated for use in the 

development, maintenance, and operation of snowmobile 

facilities. All money collected from payment of the 

registration fee shall be forwarded to the state treasurer 

and deposited in the general fund. 

(7) ~he-eotinty-t~e~~~rer-shat½-ered~t-8±± ~ fees in 

lieu of tax collected o~ snowmobiles must be remitted to the 

county motor vehicle suspense fund provided for in 

61-3-509. 11 

Section 5. Section 23-2-803, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-803. Fee in lieu of tax on off-highway vehicles 

exception -- disposition of fees. (1) There is a fee in 

lieu of tax on off-highway vehicles, other than off-highway 

vehicles constituting the inventory of a dealership licensed 

under 23-2-818, to be paid to ~_he departmer.t of juslice and 

credited to the cottnty-t~ea~ttrer-of-the county in which the 

owner of the off-highway vehicle resides. 

(a) The fee for an off-highway vehicle less than 3 

years old is $19. In all other cases the fee is $9. 

(b) The age of an off-highway vehicle is determined by 

subtracting the manufacturer's designated model year from 

the current calendar year. 
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{ 2 I (a) Except as provided in subsect,;.on (2) (b), the 

county treasurer shall distribute all fees in lieu of tax 

collected on off-highway vehicles pursuant to this sec:ion 

1n the relative proportions required by the levies for 

state, county, school district, and municipal purposes in 

the same manner as personal property taxes are distributed. 

(b) The cou11ty treasurer shall remit $1 of the fee in 

lieu of t~x ==~lec~cd on an off-highway vehicle to ~he 

department of agriculture for deposit in the noxio~s weed 

management :rust fund provided for in 80-7-811." 

Section 6. Sect ion 2 3-2-804, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-804. Decal required -- fee -- disposition. (1) 

Except as provided in 23-2-802, no 9~~ off-highway vehicle 

may not be operated by any person for recreation on public 

lands in Montana unless there is displayed in a conspic~ous 

place a decalr in a form p~eseribed _Lssued by the depart~ent 

of justice and-±~~tted-by-the--eottnty--t~~e~ttrer, as visual 

proof that the following fees have been paid for the current 

year: 

{a) (i) the fee in lieu of tax provided for in 

23-2-803; and 

(ii) the registration fee provided for in 23-2-817; or 

(b) ~hen the vehicle will be used as provided i~ this 

section, the registration and taxation fees for ffio~o~cycles 

and quadricycles subject :o licensure u~der 61-3-321, as 
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evidenced by presentation of an owner's certificate of 

registraticn a~d payme~t receipt; and 

(c) the off-high~ay decal fee 

section. 

provided for in this 

(2) The decal wiil ~ust be serially numbered and have 

the expiratio~ date of December 31 of the appropriate year 

printed thereon. 

(3) ~~e ~~~-~ighwdy decal tee is $5, which the eotln~y 

tree~ttrer department of justice shall collect and transmit 

to the state treas~rer, who shall deposit the money in an 

interest-bearing account in the state special revenue fund 

to the credit of the department of fish, wildlife, and 

parks. The decal fee and the interest and income to the 

account must be spent as follows: 

(a) 40\ must be ~sed ~o enforce the provisions of this 

section; and 

(b) 60% must be spent to develop and implement a 

comprehensive program and to plan appropriate off-highway 

vehicle recreation use e~eept-that~ 

t±t--no-money-~ay--be--~pent--for--thi~--ptlrpose--before 

Jan~~ry-i,-l99l~-6~d 

t±±t-eva±uat±on--~or--de~elepment-0£-a-prograffl-p±an-mtlst 

beg±n-daftuary-l7-l99¼.'' 

Section 7. Section 2J~2-809, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-809. Duplicate decal. If a decal required in 

-10-
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23-2-804 indicating that the off-highway vehicle fee has 

been paid for the current year is lost, mutilated, or 

becomes illegible, the person to whom it was issued shall 

immediately apply for and obtain a duplicate decal upon 

payment of a fee of $5 to the eotlnty-tree~~rer department of 

justice, who which shall distribute the fee as provided in 

23-2-804 ( 3)." 

Section 8. Section 23-2-8."i.l, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-811. Certificate of ownership procedure 

fee. (1) No An off-highway vehicle may not be operated upon 

any public lands, trails, ease~enls, lakes, rivers, or 

streams unless a certificate of ownership has first been 

obtained from the department of justice. 

(2) The owner of an off-highway vehicle shall apply for 

a certificate of ownership to-the-~~tlnty--tree~~rer--0£--the 

eottnty--~n--wh~e~--the-owne~-re~ide~, on a form furnished by 

the department of justice for that purpose. The form must 

include: 

(a) the name of the owner; 

(b) the residence of the owner, by town and county; 

(c) the business address or home mailing address of the 

owner; 

(d) the name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) the amount due under any contract, mortgage, or 

lien; 
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{i) the name and address of the dealer or other person 

from whom the off-highway vehicle was acquired. 

{3) The application must be signed by at least one 

owner or by a properly authorized agent of the owner. 

(4) The application for a new certificate of ownership 

must be accompanied by the immediately previous certificate. 

This subsection does not apply to off-highway vehicles that 

are purchased as new and unused mac~ines or that were 

operated before January 1, 1990. 

(5) (a) After the owner completes the application form, 

the eotlnCy--treas~rer department of justice shall issue to 

the applicant two copies of the completed application, with 

one marked "file copy 11 ,-and-~ha3=-3=-forwat"d-ene-eopy-and:-tr!e 

original-app±ieatien--to--Che--depat"tment--of--jttstice. The 

department of justice shall enter the information contained 

in the application upon the corresponding records of its 

office and shall send the applicant a certificate of 

ownership containing a permanent ownership number and 

information from the application considered necessary by the 

department of justice. 

(b) The certificate of ownership is not required to be 

renewed annually and is valid as long as the person holding 

-12-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0438/01 

1t owns the off-highway vehicle. 

(6) The owner shall at all times retain possession o: 

the certificate of ownership, except when it 1s being 

transmitted to and from the departme:-.t of justice for 

endorsement or cancellation. 

(7) Upon application for a certificate of owners~ip, a 

fee of $4 $1~ must be paid to--the--~ottnty--trea~tlrer,--ef 

wh"te:h,:- to the department of justi~__i!_~d~osited in the 

general fund. 

tat--$3-must-be-forwarded-to-the-dep~rtment--of--j~~~iee 

£or-depo~tt-in-the-genera¼-f~nd;-and 

tbt--$l-mtt~t-be-reta±ned-by-~he-eottn~y-trea~~rer-Eor-the 

eo~t-of-edm±n±~tering-this-se~tion~~ 

Section 9. Section 23-2-812, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-812. Transfer of interest. (ll ':'o tra:1.sfer a 

certificate of ownership for an off-highway vehicle 

registered under 23-2-817, the person whose title or 

interest is to be transferred shall endorse the certificate 

of ownership in the appropriate space on the reverse side of 

the cerlificate and have his signature acknowledged before a 

notary public. 

{2) {a) Within 

notarization, the 

20 calendar days after 

transferee shall apply to 

the date of 

the eottnty 

treesurer--of--the--eounty-in-whien-he-re~±des departm~nt of 

7ustice for: 
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(il transfer of the er.dorsed certificate of ownership; 

(ii) registration cf the off-highway vehicle; and 

(iii) issuance of a decal as required by 23-2-804. 

(b) The eetl~~y-tre8~tlrer-~~aii-£erward-the--epp¼ieat±e~ 

and--the-origina¼-eerti£ieate-o~-ow~er~hip-to-~he department 

of justice,-whieh shall file the application upon receipt. 

(c) A certificate of ownership may not be issued by the 

department until ,:he outstanding certificates are 

surrendered to that office or their loss is established. 

(d) ~he--eotln~y--trea~tt~er The department of justice 

shall collect a fee of $4 ~ for each application for 

transfer of ow~ership, of which~ fee must be deposited in 

the ~eral fund. 

t±t--$3-mu~t-be-£orwa~ded-to-the-departme~t--of--jtt~t±ee 

£or-depe~it-in-the-9e~eral-fundr-and 

t±tt-~i-mtl~t-be-retained-by-the-eottnty-trea~tl~er-Eor-the 

eo~ t-:-or-adn-,-ini-:5te r±ng -t nt~- ~eetiol'\.-

( 3 l To effect by operation of law a transfer of 

interest in an off-highway vehicle, the provisions of 

61-3-201{3) are 3pplicable. 

{4) (a) A person who 

off-highway vehicle from an 

purchases a new or used 

off-highway vehicle dealer 

licensed under 23-2-818 shall, within 20 calendar days after 

the purchas~ d~te, <l?ply to the eottnty--trea~nrer--of--the 

eonnty-in-whieh-h~-re~~de~ Cepart~en~ustice for: 
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(i) a certificate of ownership; 

(ii} registration of the off-highway vehicle; and 

(iii) a decal as required by 23-2-804. 

(b) During this period the sticker provided for in 

subsection (6) must remain affixed to the off-highway 

vehicle. 

(5) It is not a violation of this part for a purchaser 

to operate a newly acquired off-highway vehicle without a 

certificate of ownership, a certificate of registration, and 

a decal during the first 20 days of o~nership. 

(6) Prior to the delivery of the off-highway vehicle to 

the purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

off-highway vehicle a sticker, in a form to be prescribed by 

the department of justice, con~aining the name and address 

of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and address of 

the dealer, and a description of the off-highway vehicle, 

including its identification number. The dealer shall keep a 

copy of the sticker for his :ecords and shall send a copy of 

the sticker to the department of justice. 

(7) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply to 

the transfer of an off-highway vehicle to an off-highway 

vehicle dealer licensee under 23-2-818 who intends to resell 

the vehicle and who operates it only for demonstration 

purposes. Every dealer, upon a transfer of interest, shall 

deliver the certificate of ownership with an application for 
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a new certificate executed by the new owner in accordance 

with the provisions of this part. The department of justice, 

upon receipt of the certificate of ownership and application 

for a new certificate, together with the conditional sales 

contract or other lien, if any, shall issue a new 

certificate of ownership showing the name of the lienholder 

and the amount due under the contract, mortgage, or lien as 

required by 23-2-811(2)(d) and (2)(e)." 

Section 10. Section 23-2-817, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-817. Registration fee -- application and is~uance 

disposition. (1) Each off-highway vehicle is subject to 

an annual registration fee of$~ $5. 

(2) The eo~ney-treasurer department of justice shall 

collect the annual fee when the fee in lieu of tax is 

collected. 

(3} Application for registration must be made eo--th~ 

eotlnty--treo~nrer--o£-the-eo~nty-in-wn±e~-the-owner-~e~iaes7 

on a form furnished by the department of justice for that 

purpose. The application must contain: 

(a) the name and home mailing address of the owner; 

(b) the certificate of ownership number; 

(C) 

vehicle; 

(d) 

(e) 

the name of the manufacturer of th~ off-highway 

the model number or name; 

the year of manufacture; 
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(f) a statement evidencing payment of the fee in lieu 

of property tax; and 

(g) such other information as the department of justice 

~ay require. 

( 4) If the off-highway vehicle was previously 

registered, the application must be accorr.panied by the 

registration certificate for the most recen~ year in which 

it was registered. Upon payment of the registration fee, the 

eottnty--trea~~rer--sha±X-~±gn-tne-app±ieat~en-an~ depart~ent 

of justice shall issue a registration receipt, which must 

contain the information considered necessary by the 

departrr:e~~t of justice and a listing of the fees paid. The 

owner shall retain possession of the registration receipt 

until it is surrendered to--the--e~tt~ty--trea~ttrer for 

reregist.ration or to a purchaser or subsequent owner 

pursuant to a transfer of ownership. 

( 5) All registration fees collected must be £orwardea 

to--tne--department--e£-ittst±ee-and deposited in the general 

fund." 

Section 11. Section 61-3-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-101. Duties of department -- records. (1) The 

department shall keep a reco~d as hereinafter specified of 

all mater vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers of every 

kind, and of certificates of registration and ownership 

thereof, and of all manufacturers a~d dealers in mot8r 
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vehicles. 

(2) IM--t~e--ea~e--0£--motor--~ehi~le~,--trailers,--and 

~em±tr~tlers 7 -the ~~ ~ecord ~nall must show the following: 

{a) name of owner, residence address by ~treet or rural 

route, town~ and county, and btt~ine~~--addre~s mailing 

address if differe~t than residence address; 

(b) name and address of conditional sales vendor, 

mortgdgee, or other lienholder and amount due under contract 

or lien; 

(c) manufacturer of car; 

{d) manufacturer 1 s designation of style of car or 

vehic:e; 

(e) identifying number; 

{f) year of manufacture; 

(g) character of motive power and shipping weight of 

car as shown by the manufacturer; 

(h) the distinctive license number assigned to the 

vehicle; 

{i} if a truck or trailer, the number of tons' capacity 

or GVW if imprinted on manufacturer's identification plate; 

(j) such other information as may from time to time be 

found desirable. 

(3) The department shall Eile applicati::ns Ear 

registration received by it £rom-the-co~"ty-~ree~ur~r~-e£ 

the-~tat~ ar1,i reg1ster the vehicles thereift--deseribed and 
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the vehicle owners thereof in-~tl±table-hoo~~-or-on-±ndex 

e8rds, as follows: 

(a) under the distinctive license number assigned to 

the vehicle by-the-eotlnty-tre8~tl~er; 

(b) alphabetically under the name of the owner; 

(c) numerically under make and identifying number of 

the vehicle; 

(d) such other index of registration as the department 

considers expedient. 

{4) Vehicle registration. rec~:ds a~d i~dexes and 

driver's license records and indexes nay be maintained by 

electronic recording and storage media. 

( 5) In the case of dealers, the records shall show the 

information contained in the application for dealer's 

license as required by 61-4-101 through 61-4-lOS, as well as 

the distinctive license number assig1~ed to the dedler. 

( 6) In order to prevent an accumulat~on of un~eeded 

records and files, regardless of any otl-:er statutory 

requi r_ements, the department ~hcd:i-hBt'e-tl-,:e-etl.thor-ity-ond-:i:t: 

~hatT-be-:i:ts-dttty-to ~ dest~oy all records and files whieh 

ha~e--eea9ed-to-be-of-any-~a±ue that relate to vehicles t~at 

have net been registered within t~reced~..r1g 4 years and 

that do not have an active lien. -------- - -

t~t--~he---department---ffi~y--e~tah½:i:~h--and--maintain--e 

~h~rt-~tlv~-radio--stat:i:o"-in-order to--r-~p~r-~--~~te~--vehieie 
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regi~tratien-in£ormat~on-to-the-h±ghw~y-petrol,-to-~heriE£~, 

end-to-the-ehief~-0£-~o¼iee-of-eaeh-ineorporated-e:i:ty-of-the 

~tate-w~o-are-abie-to-eom.mttn±eate-with-sueh-~hort-wave-~adie 

~~etieno 

t8t1Z.l. All records shall be open to inspec:ion dur~ng 

all reasonable business hours, and the department shall 

furnish any information from the records upon payment by the 

applicant of the cost of tr-an~eribing the information 

requested. Prior to 2roviding the information, the 

~artm12:.t ma"i reg·..:i re the appl ~~9:1;: to provide 

identification.'' 

Section 12. Section 61-3-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-103. Filing of security interests, rights, 

procedure, fees. (1) No ~ security interest in a motor 

vehicle s~Bl±--~e is not valid as against creditors, 

subsequent purchasers, or encumbrancers unless a lien 

notice, on a form approved by the department, that shows a 

security interest has been created, has been filed with the 

department as provided in this section. The department shall 

~~y not file any security interest or other lien unless it 

is accompanied by or specified in the application for a 

certificate of ownership of the vehicle encumbered. If the 

approved notice for~ is transmitted to the depdrtment, the 

security agrec~c1:t or other lien instrument that creates the 

security interest must be retained by the sec~red party. A 
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copy of the security agreement 1s sufficienc as a lien 

notice if it contains the name anC address of the debtor and 

the secu:ed party, the complete vehicle description, amount 

of lien, and is signed by the debtor. The department shall 

file the security interest or lien by entering the name and 

address of the secured party in_ its automated records _system 

The and upon the face of the certificate of ownership. 

department shall mail a statement cercifying to the filing 

The of a security interest or lien to the secured party. 

depar:~ent shall mail the certificate of ow~ership to the 

owner a~ the address given on the certificate; however, if 

the [ransfer of ownership and filing of the security 

interest are paid for by a creditor or secured party, the 

the deparcxent shall return the certi~icate of ownership to 

eottnty--trea~ttrer motor vehicle divis~on office where the 

vehicle is to be registered. The owner of a mot.or vehicle is 

the person entitled to operate and possess such motor 

vehicle. 

l 2) A security interest in a motor vehicle held as 

inve~:~ry by a dealer licensed under the provisions of 

61- ➔ -:Ol, must be perfected in accordance with Title 30, 

chap~er 9, and no endorsement on the cercifica~e of t~tle is 

necessary for perfection. 

(3) Whenever a security interest or lien is filed 

aga:..:--.:::,t a motor vehicle that is subject to cw:.> security 
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interests previously perfected by filing under this seccion, 

the depart~ent shall endorse the followi~ on the face of 

the ce~tificate of ownership,-~ "N01!'f€E. This motor vehicle 

is sub:ect to additional security interests on file wit~ the 

Departme~t of Justice.'' No other information regarding such 

additional security interests need be endorsed on the 

certificate. 

(~) Sat!s~a~~ions or statements of release filed with 

the departme~t under this chapter shall be retained by it 

for a period of 9 i years after receipt, after which they 

may be destroyed. 

(5) The filing of a security interest or other lien, as 

herein provided 1 perfects a security interest which has 

a:.tach~d at the c~me the ee~t±E±eate-of-ewne~~h±p notin9 

~~eh-int~re~t-i~-i~~tled application is accepLeC and entered 

ir. the department's automated records system. Issuance of a 

certificate of ownership constitutes constructive notice to 

subseq~ent purchasers or encumbrancers, from the time of 

filing, of the existence of the security interest. 

(6) Upon default under a chat.tel mortgage oc 

ca11ditiona: sales contract covering a motor vehicle, the 

m0rtgdge12 '-")r ver.dor has the samt! renedies as in tr,e case of 

other persona: property. In case of attachmer.t of mctor 

vehicles Jll the provisions of 27-18-413, 27-18-414, and 

:7-lH 80~ sha:l be applicable except that deposi~s must be 
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made with the department. 

(7) A conditional sales vendor or chattel mortgagee or 

assignee who fails to file a satisfaction of a chattel 

mor~gage, assignment, or conditional sales contract within 

15 days a=ter receiving fina: payrnen~ shall be requ~red to 

pay the depa~tment the sum of $1 for each day thereafter 

that he fails to file such satisfaction. 

(8) Upon receipt of any liens, or notice of liens 

dependent on possession, or attachments, etc., against the 

record of 

department 

any 

shall 

motor veticle registered in this state, the 

within 24 hours mail to the owner, 

conditiona: sale vendor, mortgagees, or assignees of any 

~3 thereof a notice showing the name and address of the lien 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2:, 

claimant, amount of the lie~, date of execution of lien, and 

in the case of a:tachment the full title of the court and 

the action and the name of the attor~eys for the plaintiff 

and/or attaching creditor. 

(9) It ~hail is not be necessary to refile with the 

department any instruments on file in the offices of the 

county clerk and recorders at Lhe time this law takes 

effect. 

(10) A fee of ~4 i!Q must be paid to the department to 

file any security interest or other lien against a motor 

vehicle. The $4 i!.Q_ fee st-.all include and cover tt-.e cost of 

filing a satisfac:ion or release of the security interest 
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and also the cost of entering such satisfaction or release 

on the records of the department and deleting the 

endorsement of the security interest from the face of the 

certificate of ow~ership. A fee of ~4 L!.£ must be paid the 

department for issuing a certified copy of a certificate of 

ownership subject to a security interest or other lien on 

file in the office of the department, or for filing an 

assignment of any security interest or other lien on file 

with the department. All fees provided for in this section 

must be paid to the eett~~y-trea~~rer department for deposit 

in the state general fund ±n-aeeordenee-w±th-¼S-i-58 ◄." 

Section 13. Section 61-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-201. Transfer of interest cancellation of 

erroneous certificate of ownership or registr~~ion. (1) Upon 

a transfer of any interest in a 

under the provisions of this 

motor vehicle registered 

chapter, the person whose 

interest is to be transferred shall write his signature with 

pe~ and ink upon the certificate of ow[1ership issued for the 

vehicle in the appropriate space provided upon the reverse 

side of the certificate~ and the signature must be 

acknowledged before the-eottnty-~r~a~tlre~,--a--de~ttty--eett"tY 

er~a~~rer 7 an elected official authorized to acknowledge 

si_g_r:atures, an employee of the deJartment, or a notary 

public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 
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transferee shall forward both the endorsed certificate of 

ownership with the odometer mileage statement required under 

61-3-206 and the certificate of registration, together with 

the information required under 61-3-202, to the eat1nty 

trea~~rer,--who--~ha~i--forwarO--ehem-to-the department. The 

department may not issue a certificate of ownership or 

ce:-lificate of registration until the outstanding 

certifica~~s are surrendered to that office or their loss is 

established to its reasonable satisfaction. Failure to make 

application within the 20-day grace period subjects the 

trans Eeree to a penalty of $10. The eounty--treestlrer 

de2artmen: shall collect the penalty at the t irr.e of 

registration. The pe~a lty 1S in addition to the fees 

otherwise provided by law. If the transferee does not ma~e 

application within 25 days, a creditor or secured party may 

pay the fees for the transfer of title and f~lir.g of 

security interest or lien in order to have title trdnsferred 

to the transferee and have the security interest or 1 ien 

filed. The creditor or secured party is not liable for the 

pe~alty, registration fees, or taxes. The departmer~t shall 

return the certificate of title to the eo~nty-t~ea~~r~r 

motor vehic1e division office as provided in 61-3-103\1). 

When the certificate of ownership is re~urned by the 

department to the eot!.\'\ty-tr-ett~tu·er mo~~~_hicle division 

office, that office the-trea~urer shall hold the certi[~cate 
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of ownership until the ~ehicle is properly registered. 

( 3) In the event of a transfer by operation of law of 

a~y interest in a motor vehicle as upon inheritance, devise, 

or bequest, order :n bankruptcy or insolvency, execution 

sale, repossession upon default in the performance of the 

terms of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise 

than by voluntary act of the person whose title or interest 

1S transferred, the exec'..ltor, adm.inisrrator, receiver, 

trustee, sheriff, or otb.er representative or successor in 

interest of the person ~hose interest is transferred shall 

forward to the department an application for a certificate 

of ownership in the form required for an original 

application for a certificate of ownership, together with a 

verified or certified stateme~t of the transfer of interest. 

The statement must ~et forth the reason for the i~voluntary 

transfer, the interest :rans~erred, the name of the person 

to whom the interest is to be transferred, the process of 

procedure effecting the transfer, and other information 

requested by the department. Evidence and instruments 

otherwise required by law to effect a transfer of legal or 

equitable title to c: an interest in chattels as may be 

required in such case~ must be fu~n~shed w~th the statement. 

If the departme11t is s~:~sf~ed that the trdnsfer is regular 

dnd that all turmal1~:es required by ~aw have been complied 

with, it shall se:1J to :he owner, conditional sales vendor, 
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lessor, mortgagee, and other lienor, as shown by its 

records, notice of the intended transfer and, not less than 

5 days after sending notice, shall issue a new certificate 

of cwnersnip and certificate of reg~stration tu the 

transferee. The notice required by this section is complied 

with by deposit in the post-offie~-i~-Beer-bod9e,-Monta~a, 

U.S. mail of the notice, postage prepaid, addressed to the 

person at the respective address shown on its records. 

(4) When the vehicle certificate of owne:ship that is 

i~voluntarily transferred is nae registered in this state, 

tte proced~re in subsection (3) must be followed in applying 

for a new certificate of ownership and certificate of 

reg:st=ation but the department need not send notice of 

intended transfer and shall issue a new certificate of 

ownership and a new certificate of registration to the 

person entitled to them. 

(5) (al If the owner of one or more mater vehicles, 

trailers, semitrailers, or housetrailers registe~ed under 

this chapter and not exceeding a combined value of $15,000 

dies without 

procuring of 

leaving other 

letters of 

property necessitating the 

administration or letters 

testamentary, the surviving spouse or other heir unless the 

property is by will otherwise bequeathed may secure transfer 

of the decedcnt 1 s certificate of ownership and the 

certificate of registration for the vehicle. 
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(b) The person seeking transfer of the certificate of 

ownership shall file an affidavit with the department 

setting forth the fact of survivorship and the name and 

address of any other heirs and other facts as are necessary 

under su~secL1on {5)(a) to en~itle the affiant to a 

transfer. 

(c) The departmer1t is authorized to transfer the 

certificate of ownership and certificate of registration, 

subject to all security interests shown by its records, upon 

receipt of an affidavit showing that the affiant is entitled 

to a transfer under the provisions of subsection (S)(a) of 

this section. 

(6) Nothing in subsection (5) prevents any secured 

party from assigning his interest in a motor vehicle 

registered wnder the provisions of this chapter to any other 

person without the consent of and without affecting the 

interest oE the holder of the certificate of ownership and 

certificate of registration. Upon any assignment by a 

secureJ party of his security interest in any motor vehicle 

~egistered under this chapter, a copy of th@ assignment must 

be filed with the department a11d a record of the assignment 

made upon its records. 

(7) The certificate of ownership ~s val id until 

canceled by the depdrtment upon a trdnsfer of any interest 

shown in the certificate, and an11ual renewal is not needed. 
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(B) (a) Up0n its determination that a certificate of 

owne=ship or a registration receipt contains an error ~atl~ed 

by-tne-departme~t, the department may cancel the ce:tificate 

of ownership 2...£__receipt and issue a replacement for the 

erroneous certificate or receipt if the owner has returned 

the certificate or receipt to be canceled. If the_owner 

tails to return to the department the certificate of 

ownership or th_~~__§_~~t ion receipt, the department shal 1 

direct a ~ce officer er departmen~ employee to secu:e and 

return the certificate or receipt to the department. 

(b) Any person who fails to return a certificate of 

ownership or registration receip~ i~~tted-w±~h containing an 

error eatl~ed-by-the-Oepar~ment after receiving actual notice 

of the department's demand for the return of the certificate 

or recei.12.!._ as required by subsection (B){a) is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and 

to exceed $500.'' 

Section 14. 

"61-3-202. 

upon conviction may be fined an amount not 

Section 61-3-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

Certificate of ownership issuance 

contents -- joint ownership. (1) Upon completion of the 

application for certificate of ownership, on forms furnished 

by the department, the-eotlnty-t~ea~tt~@r-~haTZ-£~~ward-o~e 

eopy-e£-the-appTiea~±o~-to the department,-whie~ shall ente= 

the information contained in the app:icatio~ upon the 

correspondi11g records uf its office and, except as provideJ 
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1n 61-3-103(1) and 61-3-201(2) concerning applications by 

creditors or secured parties, shall furnish the applicant a 

certificate of ownership subject to the provisions of 

61-3-103. 

(2) The certificate of ownership shall contain upon the 

face thereof: 

{a) the date issued; 

(b) the ~ame and eompiete mailing and residence address 

or addresse~ of the owr.er or the names and addresses of 

jo:.nt. ow:1e:~; 

( c} except as 

complete address of 

provided in 

any r.olde r 

61-3-103, the 

cf a perfected 

interest in the registered vehicle; 

narr.e and 

security 

(d) a descriptio~ of the registered vehicle, including 

the year built and serial r.umber; 

{e) except as provided ir:. 61-3-103, the filing date of 

any lien against such motor vehicle; and 

(f) such other statement of facts as may be determined 

by the department. 

(3) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

who are merr.bers of the same irnmediate family are listed on 

the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

t4t--Hpon-reeeipt-ef--trie--ap~lieat±e~7 --the--departme~t 

~heil--reeheek-the-app±±eatio~~-ff-there-±~-any-error-in-the 
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ap~i±eat±o"-±t-mey-be-re~~r"eO-to-the--eottnty--trettsttrer--to 

effeet±veiy--~eettre--the-eerreet±on-of-~tteh-error,-whe-~h8i% 

retttrn-the-seme-to-eh~-dep8rtment, 

t5till The ce=~if~cate of ownership shall contain a 

notice to the department of a transfer of interest of the 

owner and such other statements as may be determined by the 

department." 

Section 15. Section 61-3-203, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-203. Fee for original certificate of ownership 

and transfer of registration -- disposition. A charge of $5 

must be made for issuance of an original certificate of 

owners~ip oE title and for a transfer of registration which 

must be collected by the eottnty-treasttrer ~artment. The 

fees must be distributed as follows: 

(1) $3758--of--eaeh--f~e--mtl~t--be--remitted---to---the 

departme~t-by-the-eotlnty-trea~tlrer,-a~-pro~ided-in-%5-i-584 7 

for--eaeh--applieation-£or-or±9inai-eert±Eie~te-e£-owner~h±p 

or-tra~s£er-of-re9i~tratio~, The fees collec:ed must be 

retained bv ~~e department and deposited in the general 

fund, except that $1.50 of the original motor vehicle fee 

must be forwarded to the county treasurer of the county in 

which the vehicle is registered. 

(2) Each March the county commissioners of each county 

shall divide the fees ret~i~ed-by remitted to the county to: 

(a) the city road fund of each city and town within the 
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county based on the number of motor vehicles registered 

inside the corporate limits of each city or town; and 

(b) the county road fund based on the number of motor 

vehicles registered outside the corporate limits of cities 

and towns. 11 

Section 16. Section 61-3-207, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-207. Mobile home or housetrailer -- transfer of 

interest. (1) Upon a transfer of any interest in a mobile 

home or housetrailer under the provisions of this chapter, 

the application for the transfer sMaZ% must be made through 

the eo~nty-trea~u~er~~ motor veh:cle division office in the 

county in which the mobile home or housetrailer is located 

at the time of the transfer or in the nearest motor vehicle 

division office. 

( 2) When 

contract or 

a mobile 

under such 

home or housetrailer is sold under 

conditions that title is not 

immediately conveyed, the parties to the transaction shall 

immediately file with the county clerk and recorder a notice 

of intention to transfer title. The notice must indicate the 

name of the party who is thereafter responsible for payment 

of taxes upon the mobile home or housetrailer. The clerk and 

recorder shall immediately notify the county assessor of the 

information in the notice. The penalty provisions of 

61-3-201(2) do not apply if the notice of intent to transfer 

is filed with the county clerk and recorder within 20 days 
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after the transfer." 

Section 17. Section 61-3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-303. Application foe registration. ( 1) Every 

owner of a motor vehicle operated or driven upon the public 

highways of this state shall for each motor vehicle owned, 

except as here±n otherwise expressly provided in this 

sect.ton, ti le or cause to be filed ±n--t1"1.e--o£E±ce--e£--Che 

eottn~y---trea~tt~er--where--the--owner--ma~e~--hi~--~erm~nent 

re~iaenee-at-~he-time-oE-ma~ing-the-a~p±ieation-~r,--if--the 

~ehiete--±s--owne0--by--a--eorpora~±o~-or-tt~ed-primartly-£or 

eolftfflereiai-~ttrpo~e~,--in--the--taxin9--jttrisdiet±on--of--the 

eettnty---where--the--~eh±e±e--is--~ermanent¼y--e~~¼9ned, an 

application for registration or reregistration upon a blank 

form to be prepared and furnished by the department. The 

application shall contain: 

(a) name and address of owner, giving county, school 

district, and town or city within whose corporate limits the 

motor vehicle is taxable, if taxable, 

corporate limits the owner's residence is 

motor vehicle is not taxable; 

or within whose 

located if the 

(b) name and address of the holder of any security 

interest in the motor vehicle; 

(c) description of motor vehicle, including make, year 

model, engine or serial number, manufacturer's model or 

letter, gross weight, type of body, and if truck, th~ ruled 
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capacity; and 

tdt--~n--ea~e--e£-rere9i~trat±on,-the-~iee~se-~tlmber-£e~ 

eke-preeedin9-year~-~nd 

t~tiE.l ~tleh other information as the department may 

require. 

{2) A person who files an application for registration 

or reregistration of a motor veticle, except of a mobile 

home as defined in 15-1-101(1), shall upon the filing of the 

application pay to the eott"ty-t~ee~tl~e~ ~artment: 

(a) the registration fee, as provided in 61-3-311 and 

61-3-321; and 

(b) unless it has been previously paid: 

( i) the personal property taxes assessed against the 

vehicle for the current year of registration and the 

immediately previous year; or 

(ii) the new motor vehicle sales tax against the vehicle 

for the current year of registration. 

( 3) 

trease:r-~r 

The application may not be accepted by the ee~ney 

departme11t unless the payments required by 

subsection (2) accornpdny the application. The department or 

its agent may not assess and ene-eotlnty--erea~tt~er 

coll~ct taxes or fees for a period other than: 

(d l the current year; and 

may not 

(h) the immediately previous year, if the vehicle was 

n0t rP~ist~rerl or operated en the highways of the state, 
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regardless of the period of time since the vehicle was 

previously registered or operated. 

ill (a) Upon its determinatior. that a registration 

receipt contains an error, the department may cancel the 

regi~_tration receipt, demand the _return of the erroneous 

receipt, and issue a replacement for the erroneous receipt. 

If the owner fails to return the registration receipt to the 

department, the department shall direct a peace officer or 

department employee to secure and return the receipt to the 

department. 

(b) A person who fails to return a registration receipt 

concaininq ar. error after re,.:ei.'<,,:i; 9 act'..:.3'... r.2t ic:e o_f the 

department's demand for its return as required by __ subsection 

(4)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction may be 

fined an amount not to exceed ~500. 

t-ttill The department or its agent may make full and 

complete investigation of the tax status of the vehicle. Any 

applicant for registration or reregistration must submit 

proof from the tax or other appropriate records of the 

proper county at the request of the department or its 

agent." 

Section 18. Section 61-3-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-311. Time for making application. Registration 

must be renewed annually and license fees paid annually. 

Except as p1ovided in 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 and 
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61-3-526, all registrations expire on December 31 of the 

year in which they are issued and application for 

registration, or reregistration, must be filed with the 

cottnty-trea~ttre~ department not later than February 15 of 

each year:-. If the ownership of a motor vehicle is 

transferred during the registration year, the motor vehicle 

must be reregistered and relicensed as provided by statute.'' 

Section 19. Section 61-3-314, MCA, is ame~ded to read: 

"61-3-314. Registration period. (1) Notw±th~ta~ding-any 

other-~~a~ts½~n~-o~-t~i~-tit¼e-rege~ding-the-reg±stratien-e~ 

meter-~en±eie~,-eommen~ing-Janttary-r,-t9~6,-a¼¼ All vehicles 

subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 thruugh 61-3-316 shall 

be registered for 12-rnonth periods based upon the time they 

are first registered in this state pursuant to 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316. 

( 2) There shall be ~~n .!_2 registration periods, each of 

which shall commence on the first day of a calendar month. 

The periods are designated as follows: 

(a) January 1 through January 31 1st period 

( b) February 1 through February 28/29 2nd period 

(C) March 1 through March 31 3,d period 

(d) April 1 through April 30 4th period 

(e) May l through May 31 5th period 

( f) June 1 through June 30 6th period 

(g) July 1 through July 31 7th period 
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through August 31 8th period 

l through September 30 9th period 

through October 31 10th period 

l through November 30 11th t::e r i~i 

l through December 31 ~~E.0~ 
(3) Por-purpo~e~--of--6I-3-3±3--throtlgh--6t-3-3±6,--the 

pertod--November--T--thre~gh-Nove~ber-30-~ha:l::½-be-cen~~dered 

the-iBth-pertad-p~eeedi~~-anrl-th~-periad-Seeember-l--t~ra~;h 

Beeember-3±-~ha:l::l-be-eott~idered-the-fir~t-pe~±od-oE-t~e-year 

toi-:l::ow±!"Lg--. For the pur0ose cf e_qualizi.n~is':.raticns ir, 

the ~iods designated in subsec:..ions {2)(k) and (2Li___U~ the 

deµar __ ~ment shall estab: ish ruies tc transfer certain 

registrations now ass~_g_ned the £._er iods de_si__g_na.ted i:--. 

subsections E_J_( j) and _l_2)(a} i.n_t:2~~~iods des_ignated i_n 

subsections ( 2) ( k) ar.d J.2..U....!.l..:..." 

Section 20. Section 61-3-317, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-317. New registration required for transferred 

vehicle grace period -- penalty -- display of proof of 

purchase. Except as other~ise provided herein, the new owner 

of a transferred motor vet1icle shall have a grace period 0F 

20 ca~cndar days from the date of pu:chase co ~ake 

application and pdy the taxes or fees, or both, provided Dy 

part S of this chapter, unless the tax or fee has been puid 

for the year, as iE the vehicle were oeing registeped for 

lhe first time in that registr~tion yea~. I( the motor 
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vehicie was not purchased from a duly licensed motor vehicle 

dealer as provided in :h~s chapter, it is not a violation of 

this chapter or any other law for the purchaser to operate 

the vehicle upon the streets and tighways of this state 

wi:hout ~ certificate of registration during the 20-day 

period, provided that at all times during that per:..od a 

vehicle purchase 8ticKer in a form prescribed and furnished 

by L'1e departrr,e:1t, d.:t2.inpd from the county treasurer, the 

~~-r~rnen.t, or a law er.force:ne:-.t -.;ff~cer as a-1thorizeC by 

t~e departme~t, recit1na the date er purchase is clearly 

displayed in the rear w1ndcw of tne motor ·1ehicle. 

Registra~ion ~11d lice~se tees c8llected under 61-3-32} are 

not requ~red to be paid when a license plate is tra:1.sfe::-red 

~nder this section and ~l-3-335. Failure tc make application 

~i~~in ~he ti~e provided here~n subjects the purchas~r to a 

pe.7al::y c,f SlO. The pe~alty ~~td·!: !Tl'-..:.~-~ be collected by the 

eE"ttF.~y--~!"ee::,ere!."' depa_E__!:g.e::!_ at tt',e tif'.".e :::,f registration and 

~hal~-be is in ad~~tia~ to the fees other~ise provided by 

:..a,~,." 

Section 21. 3,-,·::::i,:;:-: 6.i.-.3-321, MC~., is d!~ . ..::r-.Cs-d to rea,.:!: 

"61-3-321. Registr~tion fee:c ot ?eriicles 

public-owned v0hicles exempt from license or registration 

fees -- disposition of fees. (l) Re~:s~rat~on 8r license 

fees rr.t,s~ oe p~~-c. ·1l1nn rec:;:..:.,trat:>.--.r _--:,r rercg~stration of 

~~~or vPhicles, tr~i:er~, ha~setrd~:e~s, and semitrailers, 
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in accordance with this chapter, as follows: 

(a) motor vehicles weighing 2,850 pounds or under 

(other than motortrucks), $5; 

(b) motor vehicles weighing over 2,850 po~nds (other 

than motortrucks), $10; 

(c) electrically driven passenger venic~es, $10; 

(d) all motorcycles and quadricycles, $2; 

(e) t:actors and/or trucks, $10; 

{f) buses are classed as motortruc~s a~d licensed 

accordingly; 

(g) trailers and semitrailers less ~ha~ 2,500 puunds 

maximum gross loaded weight and housetrai:ers of all 

weights, $2; 

(hJ trailers and semitrailers over 2,500 up to 6,000 

po~nds maximum gross loaded weight (excep~ housetrailers), 

$5; 

( i I trailers and semitrailers over 6,000 pounds maximum 

gross loaded weigr.t, $10; 

(j) trailers used exclusively in the transportdtion of 

logs in the forest or in the transpcrtat1on of oil and gas 

well machinery, road machinery, or bridge materials, new and 

secondhand, $15 annually, regardless of size or capacity. 

(2) All rates are 25% higher for motor vehicles, 

trailers, 

tires. 

and semitrailers net equipped with pneumatic 
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(3) "Tractor'', as specified in this section, means any 

motor vehicle, except passenger cars, used for towing a 

trailer or semitrailer. 

(4) If any motor vehicle, housetrailer, trailer, or 

semitrailer is originally registered 6 months after the time 

of ~egistration as set by law, the registration or license 

fee for the remainder of the year is one-half of the regular 

fee. 

(5) An additional 

registration of a 

fee of $5,25 pe~ year for each 

vehicle must be collected as a 

registration fee. Revenue from this fee must be forwarded by 

the ~e~pee~i~e-eo~nty-tree~~rer~ d~partment to the state 

lreasurer for deposit in the general fund. The department 0£ 

jtl~t±ee shall distribJte 25 cents from each fee collected to 

the highway patrol retirement fund. 

(6) A fee of $2 for each set of new number plates must 

be collected when number plates provided for under 

61-3-332(3) are issued. Revenue from this fee must be 

deposited as provided in subsection (5). 

(7) The provisions of this part with respect to the 

payment of registration fees do not apply to and are not 

binding upon motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, or 

tractors owned or controlled by the Uniled StatPs of America 

or any state, county, or city. 

(8) The provisions of this section relating to the 
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payment of registration fees or new number plate fees do not 

apply when number plates are transferred to a replacenent 

vehicle under 61-3-317, 61-3-332, or 61-3-335.'' 

Section 22. section 61-3-322, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-322. Certificates of registration -- issuance. 

(1) Upon completion of the application for registration.!... on 

form~--ftlrn±~ned--by--tfte--Oepartme~~,--the-eo~n~y-trea~ttrer 

~~aTT-file-one-eopy-±n-n~~-o££ice-ond-issue-te the applicant 

must be issued two copies of the application marked ''Owner 1 s 

Certificate of Registration and Payment Receipt'', one of 

which shall be marked ''file copy'', 

(2) The certificate of registration shall contain upon 

the face thereof the information described in 61-3-202(2). 

{3) Every owner, upon receiving a registration receipt, 

shall write his signature on the receipt with pen and ink in 

the space provided. The registration receipt, a--photos~at:i:e 

eepy--of-the-~eeeipt-aeknowiedgeO-by-tne-eetlnty-trea~ttrer-or 

a-dep~ty-eott~ty-trea~ttrer, a notarized photostatic copy, or 

a duplicate furnished by the department shall at all times 

be carried in the vehicle to which it refers or shall be 

carried by the person driving or in control of the vehicle, 

who shall display 1t upon demand of a police officer or any 

officer or employee of the department or the highway 

department. 

f4t--~~e--eotl~ty--tred~tlrer--~hali--daily-Eo~~ard-te-the 
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Oepertment-o~e-eepy-of--all--appiieatio"~--for--regi~trn~±o~ 

reee±~ed-that-dey~ 

t5t--ft--is--r.ot--nece~~ary--Eor-tne-cetlnty-trea~tlrer-to 

~egre9ate-the-emotlnt-of-texe~-or--fee~--for--~tate,--eotlnty, 

~choo¼-dist~±ct,-and-mtlnicipai-ptlrpo~e~-in-the-re~eipt~" 

Section 23. Section 61-3-331, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-331. Assignment of number plates. The eotl"tr 

~reasurer ~~partment shall, at the time of issuing a 

registracion receipt ur,der 61-3-322, assign ~ttch the motor 

vehicle a distinctive ntlmber,--~iz~;--the license plate 

number, and deliver to the applicant two license plates,--es 

reeei~ed--£rom-the-department,-wh±e~-~na±±-bear-~uch bearing 

the distinctive numbers. ~he--depB~tme~t--~helt--~hip--~aid 

±ieen~e--plate~-to-the-variott~-eot1nty-tree~t1rer~-by-fre~9ht 7 

~~-that-they-w±±l-be-reeeived-by-t~e-cotlnty-trea~tt~e~-on--or 

before-dantlary-i-of-eaeh-year~•• 

Section 24. Section 61-3-335, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-335. Transfer of license plates to another motor 

vehicle. (1) Should the transferor make application for the 

registration of a~other motor vehicle at any time during the 

remai~der of t~e current regiscra:icn year as shown on the 

original cert_ficdte cf registra~ion, he may file an 

applicdtion in-t~e-eff!ee-ef-t~e-eo~nty-tre~~tlrer-where-the 

m~~or-~~hiete--~~-reg+~~e~eci, upor a ~arm te-be prepared and 

~5 fur:1ishe,l by the departRe:1t, accompanied by the original 
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certificate of registration, for the transfer of the license 

plates. The application for transfer of the license plates 

from the motor vehicle for which originally issued to a 

motor vehicle acquired by the same persu~ in whose name the 

original license plates were issued ~k~TT must be made 

within 20 days from date of acquiring the vehicle. The use 

of the license plates ~h~ll 1!§1_ not be legalized until 

proper transfer of license plates has been made. 

(2) License plates may be transferred pursuant to this 

section without transferring o~nership of the first vehicle. 

( 3 J Upon transfer of the license plates, the 

registration of the motor vehicle from ~hlch the license 

plates were transferred expires. The certificate of 

registration for ~tleh the vehicle must be surrendered to the 

~~tlnty--tree~tlrer ~artment with the 

transfer. '1 

application for 

Section 25. Section 61-3-342, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-342. Temporary window sticker ___ f_e_e_. Any 

purchaser of a motor vehicle who is unable to obtain license 

plates £rom-the--eotlnty--trea~~rer at the time he makes 

application for registration or reregistration of the 

vehicle because the certificate of ownership is lost, in the 

possession of third parties, or in the process of reissuance 

in this state or elsewhere may, upon making affidavit to 

that effect upon a form prescribed by the department and 
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upon the payment of a the applicable fees and taxes plus an 

additional fee of $2£ to--be--eolleeted--by--the--eott~ty 

treastlrer--and--remitted--to-t"e-departme~t,-obtain-from-e~e 

eetlnty-treo~~rer-oE-the-eotlftty-±n-whieh-the-vehie¼e-¼s-to-be 

regi~tered obtain a temporary window sticker that is of stteh 

~ size, color, and design as prescribed by the department 

may--~~eser±be,--to-be-vaiidated-by-the-eettnty-treasrtrer and 

that is valid for a period of 60 days from the date of 

issuance. The purchaser, upon displaying the sticker on the 

upper left-hand corner of the rear window of the motor 

vehicle, may operate the vehicle during the period for which 

the window sticker has--heen--~ei±dated is valid without 

displaying the registration certificate or number plates or 

plate for the current year. The county-treasurer ~artment 

may not sell7 and no~ person may not purchase, more than 

one 60-day temporary window sticker for any vehicle, if the 

ownership 0£-wh±eh has not changed since the issuance of the 

previous 60-day window sticker." 

I 1 J 

the 

Section 26. Section 61-3-406, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-406. Fees for personalized plates -- disposition. 

In addition to all other fees and taxes imposed by law, 

applicant for a personalized license plate shall pay a 

fee of $25 for the original personalized license plate and a 

fee of $10 for each transfer or renewal thereof. 

(2) The revenue derived from the fee-es-provided-~erein 
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fees provided in subsection (1) must be deposited a~ 

£o±±ow~~ in the state general fund. 

tat--$5-of-the-appli~ation-fee-and-$5-of-tke-tra~~fer-or 

~enewat-£ee-in-t~e-eotlnty-generat-£tlnd;-ond 

tbt--$26-of-the-applieation-fee-and-$5-ef--tne--t~an~fe~ 

or-renewal-fee-in-~~e-~tate-9eneral-f~nd7'1 

Section 27. Section 61-3-431, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-431. Special mobile equipment 

registration and payment of fees and 

identification plate -- publicly owned 

exemption fcom 

charges 

special mobile 

equipment. {l) A person, firm, partnership, or corporation 

who owns, leases, or rents special mobile equipment as 

defined in 61-1-104 and occasionally moves that equipment 

on, over, or across the highways of the state is not subject 

to registration of that equipment or required to pay the 

fees and charges provided for in 61-3-502, 61-4-301 through 

61-4-308, or part 2 of chapter 10. Prior to movement on the 

highways, however, each piece of equipment shall display an 

equipment identification plate or a dealer's license plate 

attached to the equipment. 

(2) Annual application for the identification plate 

~~~ii must be made to the county treasurer before any piece 

of equipment is moved on the highways. Application shall be 

made on a form furnished by the depar~ment 0£-;~~~i~e, 

together with the payment of a fee of $5. The equipme11t for 
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which a special mobile equipment plate is sought is subject 

to the assessmen~ of personal property taxes on the date 

application is made for the plate. The personal property 

taxes assessed against the special mobile equipment must be 

paid before the issuance of a special mobile equipment plate 

that the department shall furnish to the county. The fees 

collected under this section belong to the county road fund. 

(3) The identification plate expires on December 31 of 

each year. !f the expired identification plate is displayed, 

an owner of special mobile equipment =egistered u~der the 

provisions of this section is entitled to operate the 

equipment between January 1 and February 15 following 

expiration without displaying the identification plate or 

receipt of the current year. 

(4) Publicly owned special mobile equipment and 

implements of husbandry used exclusively by an owner in the 

conduct of his own farming operations are exempt from this 

section." 

Section 28. Section 61-3-433, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-433. Issuance of identification plate and receipt 

contents. The eottnty-t~~estlr@r depart~en~ shall issue to 

dll d~plicant fnr an equipment identificdticn plate a single 

rnetdl plate w1th a distinguishing n8rober and a receipt for 

tht> fee C,.)llec~ed, v,1hich receipt ~ha.1:-l rrust contain the name 

~,nd .-tddrc:::.'.3 of rr.e applicant, the number of the plate 
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issued, the serial number of the equipment, and a brief 

description of that equipment." 

Section 29. Section 61-3-467, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-467. Authorization to receive and transmit 

donations. As provided in 61-3-465 and notwithstanding any 

other provisions of Title 7, Title 17, or this title: 

(1) the eetl~ty-~ree~ttrer department shall receive the 

annual scholarship donations provided for in 61-3-465 and 

once each month transmit those donations to the state 

treasl1rer; and 

(2) the state treasurer shall accept the annual 

scholarship donations and once each month distribute the 

accumulated proceeds to the beneficiary institutions 

specified by and according to the totals contained ~n the 

county treasurers' reports.'' 

Section 30. Section 61-3-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-~02. Sales tax on new motor vehicles 

exemptions. (1) In consideration of the right to use the 

highways of the state, there is imposed a tax upon all sales 

of new motor vehicles, excluding trailers, semitrailers, and 

housetrailers, for which a license is sought and an original 

application for title is made. The tax must be paid by the 

purchaser when he applies for his original Montana license 

through the eettMty-trea~urer ~?.rtment. 

{2) Except as provided in subsections (4) and (5), the 
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sales tax is: 

(a) 1 1/2% of the f.o.b. factory list price or f.o.b. 

port-of-entry list price, during the first quarter of the 

year or for a registration period other than a calendar year 

or calendar quarter; 

(b) 1 1/8% of the list price during the second quarter 

of the year; 

(c) 3/4 of 1% during the third quarter of the year; 

(d) 3/8 of 1% during the fourth quarter of the year. 

(3) If the manufacturer or importer fails to furnish 

the f.o.b. factory list price or f.o.b. port-of-entry list 

price, the department may use pubiished price lists. 

(4) The new car sales tax on vehicles subject to the 

provisions of 61-3-313 through 61-3-316 is 1 1/2% of the 

f.o.b. factory list price or f.o.b. port-of-entry list price 

regardless of the month in which the new vehicle is 

purchased. 

(5) The sales tax on new motor vehicles registered as 

pdrt of a fleet under 61-3-318 is 3/4 of 1% of the f,o.b. 

factory list price or f.o.b. port-of-entry list price. 

(6) The proceeds from this tax must be remitted to the 

state treasurer every 30 days for credit to the state 

highway account of the state special revenue fund. 

(7) The new vehicle is not subject to any other 

assessment, fee in lieu of tax, or tax during the calendar 
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year in which the original application for title is made. 

I 8) (a) The applica~t for original registration of any 

new and unused motor vehicle, or a new motor vehicle 

fur~ished without charge by a dealer to a schoo: district 

for use as a traffic education motor vehic~e by a schc2l 

district operating a state-approved traffic education 

program within the stdte, whether or not previously licensed 

or titled to the school district (excep~ a mobile home as 

defined in 15-1-101(1)), acquired by original contract afte: 

January 1 of any year, is required, whenever the vehic~e ha~ 

not been otherwise assessed, to pay the motor vehicle sales 

tax provided by this section irrespective of whether the 

vehicle was in the state of Montana on January l of the 

year. 

(b) No A motor vehicle may not be registered or 

licensed under the provisions of this subsection unless the 

app:ication for registration is accompanied by a slatement 

of origin to be furnished by the dealer selling the vehicle, 

showing that the vehicle has not previously been registered 

or owned, except as otherwise provided herein, by any 

person, firm, corporation, or association that is 110L a new 

mo~or vehicle dealer holding a franc~ise or distribution 

agreement from a new car manltfacturer, 

importer. 

I 9) (a) Motor vehicles operating 

..: ~) -
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transportation of persons for hire within the limits of 

incorporated cities or towns and within 15 miles from such 

limits are exempt from subsection (1). 

(b) Motor vehicles brought or driven into Montana by a 

nonresident, migratory, bona fide agricultural worker 

temporarily employed in agricultural work in this state 

where those motor vehicles are used exclusively for 

transportation of agricultural workers are also exempt from 

subsection (1). 

(c) Vehicles lawfully displayir.g a licensed dealer's 

p:ate as provided in 61-4-103 are exempt from subsection (1) 

when moving to or from a dealer's place of business when 

unloaded or loaded with dealer's property only, and in the 

case of vehicles having a gross loaded weight of less than 

2~,000 pounds, while being demonstrated in the course of the 

dealer's business.'' 

Section 31. Section 61-3-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-503. (Temporary) Assessment -- duties of owner. 

(l) Except as provided in 61-3-520 and subsection (2) of 

this section, the following apply to the taxacion of motor 

ve~icles: 

(<l) Except as provided in s~bsecticns (l)(c) through 

t:trtet Jl)ttl, a perscn wh·:J files an application for 

registr~tio11 or reregistration of a ~otor vehicle shall 

0~f01~ filing rl1~ applicatior1 with the eo~nty-trett~ttrer 
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department submit the application to the county assessor. 

The county assessor shall enter on the application in a 

space to be provided for that purpose the market value and 

taxable value of the vehicle as cf January l of the year for 

which the application for registration is made. 

(b) Except as provided 1n subsection {l)(c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January in each year 

irrespective of the time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whether the levy and tax may be a lien upon real property 

within the state. A motor vehicle 1s not subJect to 

assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in each year. 

(c) Vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 ~heii ~~~ be assessed as of the first day 

of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale val~e as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained 1n the most recent volume of the 

Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used car or appraisal 

guide approved by the department, or, for a vehicle that was 

never listed in any edition of the preceding guides, the 

retail value of the vehicle as determined by the county 

assessor, and thereafter depreciated 10% per year until a 
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value of $500 is reached, not including additions or 

deductions for options and mileage but including additions 

or deductions, whether or not one of the preceding guides is 

used, for diesel engines; and a lien for taxes and fees due 

on the vehicle shall cccLr on t~e anniversary date of the 

registration and shall con~inue until the fees 

have been paid. If the value shown in any of the 

guides listed in this section is less than 

department shall value the vehicle at $500. 

(d) Motorcycles and quadricycles ~haH 

assessed, using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; or 

and taxes 

appraisal 

$500, the 

must be 

(ii) the average trade-in or wholesale val~e as of 

January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

contained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

National Edition of the N.A.D.A. Mutorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide, not including additions or deductions for options and 

mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection (l)(c) or 

( 1 J ( d) is not originally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 

guide or other appr__si_~-~-~ .9.~i-~~-' the department of revenue or 

its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

manufacturer's suggested list price, using the following 
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methods: 

(i) if the new car sales tax has been previously paid 

and the vehicle is less than 1 year in age, the depreciation 

percentage shall be 20%; or 

{ii) if the vehicle is 1 year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides referred 

tc in this subsection. For purposes of this subse:tion (1), 

the age of the vehicle is determined by subtracting the 

manufacturer's model year of the vehicle from the calendar 

year of assessment. 

{f) The owner of a vehicle whose value has been 

established under this section and who has received a 

registration renewal reminder with that value indicated on 

the renewal reminder shall complete the reregistration of 

the vehicle by mail as directed by the department on the 

renewal form. 

tftl.9.l When a minimull'. value of $500 is reached, the 

value shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

registered. 

t9t.Ll:!l If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. guide ot ot~~~roved 

~.' the departrnPnt or iL; agent shall depreciate the 
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value of the vehicle at the rate of 10% a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through tYttgt 

l.l.l..i!U do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, 

campers, or mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1). 

(Terminates December 31, 1993--sec. 11, Ch. 525, L. 1989.) 

61-3-503. (Effective January 1, 1994) Assessment. {l) 

Sxcept as provided in subsection (2), che following apply to 

tt1e taxation of motor vehicles: 

(a) Except as provided in s·...:bsect ions ( l) (c) through 

t±ttet ll_Llf_l, a person who files an application for 

registration or reregistration of a motor vehicle shall 

before filing such application with the eo~nty--t~ea~tt~e~ 

department submit the application to the county assessor. 

The county assessor shall enter on the application in a 

space to be provided for that purpose the market value and 

taxable value of the vehicle as of January 1 of the year for 

which the application for registration is made. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (l)(c), motor 

vehicles are assessed for taxes on January 1 in each year 

irrespective of t~e time fixed by law for the assessment of 

other classes of personal property and irrespective of 

whelher the levy and tax may be a lien ~pan real property 

within the st~te. In no ever1t may a~y motor vehicle be 
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subject to assessment, levy, and taxation more than once in 

each year. 

{c) Vehicles subject to ~he provisions of 61-3-313 

through 61-3-316 ~heTi must be assessed as of the first day 

of the registration period, using the average trade-in or 

wholesale value as of January 1 of the year of assessment of 

the vehicle as contained in the most recent volume of the 

Mountain States Edition of the National Automobile Dealers 

Association (N.A.D.A.) Official Used Car Guide, the National 

Edition of N.A.D.A. Appraisal Guides Official Older Used Car 

Guide, or another nationally published used car or ap_eraisal 

guide aporoved by the department, or, for a vehicle that was 

never listed in any edition of the preceding guides, the 

retail value of the vehicle as determined by the county 

assessor, and thereafter depreciated 10% per year until a 

value of $500 is reached, not including additions or 

deductions for options and mileage but including additions 

or deductions, whether or not one of the preceding guides is 

used, for diesel engines; and a lien for taxes and fees due 

on the vehicle shall occur on the anniversary date of the 

registration and shall continue until the fees and taxes 

have been paid. If the value shown in any of the appraisal 

guides listed 1n this secticn is less than $500, 

department shall value the vehicle at $500. 

the 

(d) Motorcycles and quadricycles shall be assessed, 
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using the greater of the following: 

(i) $250; or 

(ii) the average trade-in or wholesale value as of 

January 1 of the year of assessment of the vehicle as 

ccntained in the most recent volume of the applicable 

National Edition of the N.A.D,A. Motorcycle/Moped/ATV 

Appraisal Guide or N.A.D.A. Recreational Vehicle Appraisal 

Guide, not including additions or deductions for options and 

mileage. 

(e) If a vehicle assessed under subsection {l)(C) or 

(l)(d) 1s not originally listed in the applicable N.A.D.A. 

guide or other approved guide, the department of revenue or 

its agent shall depreciate the original f.o.b. factory list 

price, f.o.b. port-of-entry list price, or the 

manufacturer's suggested list price, using the following 

methods: 

( i) if the new ca~ sales tax has been previously paid 

and the vehicle is less than 1 year in age, the depreciation 

percentdge shall be 20%: or 

(ii) if the vehicle isl year or older in age and it is 

not listed in any of the appraisal guides listed in this 

section, the department of revenue shall determine the 

depreciation percentage to approximate the average wholesale 

or trade-in values in the current N.A.D.A. guides referred 

to in this subsection. For purposes of this subsection ( 1), 
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the age of the vehicle is determined by subtracting the 

manufacturer's model year of the vehicle from the calendar 

year of assessment. 

(fl The owner of a vehicle whose value has been 

established under this section and who has received a 

registration renewal reminder with that value indicated on 

the renewal reminder shall complete the reregistration of 

the ve_!li_~mail as directed by the department on 

renewal reminder form. 

the 

t£t1.9..l When a minimum value of $500 is reached, the 

value shall remain at that minimum so long as the vehicle is 

registered. 

tgtJ..!:Ll_ If a previously registered vehicle is no longer 

listed in the applicable N,A..D.A. guide or other_._a___Q_Qroved 

guide, the department or its agent shall depreciate the 

value of the vehicle at the rate of 10% a year until a 

minimum amount of $500 is attained, and the value shall 

remain at that amount so long as the vehicle is registered. 

(2) The provisions of subsections (l)(a) through tlttgt 

l_l_l_Lt,J_ do not apply to motor homes, travel trailers, 

campers, or mobile homes as defined in 15-1-101(1). '1 

Section 32. Section 61-3-504, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61~3-504. Computation of tax. (1) ~ The amount of 

taxes on a motor vehicle, other Lhan an automobile, truck 

having a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, motorcycle, 
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quadricycle, motor home, travel trailer, camper, or mobile 

home, is computed and determined by-tne-eo~nty-trea~ttrer on 

the basis of the countvwide average levy oE the year 

preceding the cu:rent year of application for registration 

or reregistration. 

(b) On or before December 1 of each year, the county 

treasurer of each county shall compute the countywide 

avera.9.e levy for the Qreceding year and report that average 

levy to the department. 

(2) The amount of tax on an automobile or truck having 

a rated capacity of 1 ton or less, except for vehicles owned 

by disabled veterans qualifying for special license plates 

under 61-3-451, and on a motorcyc:e or quadricycle is 2% of 

the value determined under 61-3-503. 

(3) The amount of tax on fleet vehicles subject to the 

provisions of 61-3-318 is 1% of the value determined under 

61-3-503. 

(4) For all taxable motor vehicles, the amount of tax 

is entered on the application form in a space provided 

therefor." 

Section 33. Section 61-3-508, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-508. Junk vehicle disposal fee. A special junk 

vehicle disposa1 fee ~hert must be assessed on each new 

application fn1 d motor ver.~c:e title and on each transfer 

of a motor ve!-.iclt' title in the amot..:.nt of $1.50 on passenger 
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cars and trucks under 8,001 pounds GVW. An additional 

special junk vehicle disposal fee sha±i must be assessed in 

the amount of 50 cents on each passenger car and truck under 

8,001 pounds GVW registered for licensing. The fees 9halt 

must be collected by the eottnty--trea~tlrer department. 

However, the following are exempt from payment of the fees: 

(1) vehicles leased or owned by the state or by a 

county or municipality; 

(2) vehicles used for transportation by nonresident, 

migratory workers temporari.ly employed in agric~ltural work 

in this state; 

(3) vehicles displaying dealer's license plates, 

provided in 61-4-103, while owned by a dealer; and 

(4) housetrailers or equipment which is 

self-propelled or which requires towing upon a highway 

this state.'' 

as 

not 

of 

Section 34. Section 61-3-509, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-509. Disposition of taxes. 11) Ex~ept The 

department shall remit all taxes collected on motor vehicles 

to the county in which the vehicle is registered and, except 

as provided in subsection (2}, the county treasurer shall, 

upon receipt and after deducting th@ district court fee, 

credit all taxes on motor vehicles and fees in lieu of tax 

on motor homes, travel trailers, and campers collected under 

61-3-504, 61-3-521, and 61-3-537 to a motor vehicle suspense 
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fund, and at some time between March 1 and March 10 of each 

year and every 60 days thereafter, the county treasurer 

shall determine the relative proportion of residential real 

property taxes billed in each taxing entity in the previous 

year to the total residential real property tax billed 

within the county as a percentage and shall distribute the 

money in the motor vehicle suspense fund to each taxing 

entity in the relst±v~-preportion~-reqttired--by--the--ieviee 

for--state,--eottnty,-~ehool-distr±et,-and-m~nicipal-ptt~peeee 

in--the--same--manner--as--personai---~roperty---taxe~---are 

dietribttted percentage amount derived above, in the same 

manner as real property taxes are distributed. 

(2) The county treasurer shall deduct as a district 

court fee 7% of the amount of the 2% tax collected on an 

automobile or truck having a rated capacity of 

three-quarters of a ton or less. The county tre~surer sl!tall 

credit the fee for district courts to a separate suspense 

account and shall forward the amount in the account to the 

state treasurer at the time the county treasurer distributes 

the motor vehicle suspense fund. The state treasurer shall 

credit amounts received under this subsection to the general 

fund to be used for purposes of state funding of the 

district court expenses as provided in 3-5-9-01. Any amount 

forwarded to the state treasurer under this subsection that 

is not used for district court expenses must be refunded to 
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the counties in the proportion that the amount collected 

from each county bears to the total amount collected.'' 

Section 35. Section 61-3-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-510. Weed control fee. (1) A special weed control 

fee of $1.50 must be assessed on the annual registration or 

reregistration of each motor vehicle subject to 

registration. The fee must be collected by the cotlnty 

t~ea~~~e~ deEartment. 

(2) For purposes of this section, 

includes: 

motor vehicle 

(a) motor vehicle as defined in 61-1-102; 

(b) motorcycle as defined in 61-1-105; 

(c) motor-driven cycle as defined in 61-1-106; and 

(d) quadricycle as defined in 61-1-133. 

(3) The following vehicles are exempt from the fee: 

(a) vehicles owned or controlled by the United States 

or a state, county, or city; 

(b) vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees 

by 61-3-321(7); and 

{c) vehicles or equipment which is not self-propelled 

or which requires towing when moved upon a highway of this 

state.'' 

Section 36. Section 61-3-524, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-524. Tax-paid decal required on campc-r 

application for decal -- application fee -- issuance. {l) Ne 

-61-

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

2~ 

LC 0438/01 

~ camper, subject to taxation in Montana7 may not be 

operated by any person on the public highways or streets in 

this state unless there is displayed in a conspicuous place 

thereon a decal as visual proof that the tax has been paid 

thereon for the current year. 

(2) Application for the issuance of the decal shall be 

made to the department of revenue or the eottnty-Crea~ttrer 

department of justice upon forms to be furnished for this 

purpose, which may be obtained from the department of 

revenue or at the eo~nty-trea~nrer~~ deoartment of justice's 

office in the county wherein the owner resides, and is to 

provide for substantially the following information: 

(a) name of owner; 

(b) addr-ess; 

(C) name of manufactur-er-; 

(dJ model number; 

(e) make; 

( f) year of manufacture; 

(g) statement evidencing payment of the property tax; 

and 

(h) such other information as the department ~ustice 

may require. 

(3) The application must be ~igned--by--the--eettflty 

trea~nrer--end--tren~m±tted--by--nim---to---tke---Oepartme~t 

accompanied by a11 application fee of $1. Upon receipt of the 
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application in approved form~ the department ~ustice or 

eo~nty-trea~ttrer shall issue to the applicant a decal in the 

style and design prescribed by the department and of a 

different color than the preceding year, nurebered 

numerica:ly.'1 

Section 37. Section 61-3-525, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-525. Annual application for decals. Application 

may be made to the department of revenue or eo~Mty-trea~~re~ 

department of ju§tice for the issuance of camper decals 

annually when the motor vehicle to wh:cn the camper is 

customarily attached is registered." 

Section 38. Section 61-3-535, MCA, is arr.e~ded to read: 

•61-3-~35. Vehicle reregistration by mail 

reregistration notice by mail. (1) ~h~--depaftment--~hai± 

perm±t--the--rere9istrat±on--of--%±ght--~eh±eie~--end--otner 

~ehie±e~--~~bjeet--to--tax-tlnder-6i-3-504trt-w±th-tne-e~tlnty 

~reasarer-6y-maii-at-the-option-of-the-owner-oE-t~e-veh±e¼eo 

~ne-opt±on-to-re~eg±~ter-hy-ma±¼-need-oniy-be-~ade-a~a±labie 

for--veh±eles--registered--at--the--elose--ef--the--exp±rin9 

reg±strat±on--period--±n--the--name--o~--the--appr±cant--for 

r~reg±~trat±ono Reregistration of light vehicles and other 

vehicles is req~ired by mail if the form received b_y_ the 

registered owner ~as a value assigned to the vehicle and if 

the taxes, fees in lieu __ of tax! and other fees have been 

calcul_~ted. 
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tit--~he-rorm-to-be-retttrned-to-the-eotlnty-treaettrer--by 

the--a~p¼ieant,--with--the--appropr±ate--tax-and-feee7 -i~-to 

eonta±n-a-~tatement,-to-be-etlhscr±hed-to-by--ehe--appt¼eant, 

~teti~9-eomp¼±anee-wit~-tke-Einane±a¼-i±ab±%±ty-req~irement~ 

of-6l-6-38l. 

t3tEJ. The procedure implemented by the depa[tment to 

pe~m±t require reregistration by mail ~hail must provide for 

a written reminder notice by mail to a-light vehicle ow~er 

owners of the requirement to reregister hi~ the vehicle with 

the eo~~ty---trea~~rer de2_artment and must E_rovide 

instructions for the procedure to be followed. 

t4till The department shall adopt rules to implement 

the mail reregistration procedure.'' 

Section 39. Section 61-3-701, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-701. Foreign vehicles used in gainful occupation 

to be registered -- reciprocity. (1) Before any foreign 

licensed motor vehicle may be operated on the highways of 

this state for hire, compensation, or profit or before the 

owner anO/or or user tMereof-~~e~ operates the vehicle if 

such the owner andfo~ or user is engaged in gainful 

occupation or business enterprise in the state, including 

highway work, the owner of the vehicle shall mBke 

a~pi±eation ~ to a-eotlnty-treaetlrer the_~epartment for 

registration ~pon--an--ap~¼ieae±on--£orm--£tt~nished--by--the 

department. Upon receiving satisfactory evidence of 
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ownership ~ttbm±tted-to-the-eo~nty-trea~ttr~r and the payment 

of property taxes, if appropriate, as required by 15-8-201, 

15-8-202, 15-24-301, 61-3-504, or 61-3-537, which must be 

returned b~e department to the county in which the 

vehicle is registered, the trea~ttrer department shall accept 

the application for registration and shall collect the 

regular license fee required for the vehicle. 

(2) The treas~rer department shall thereupon issue to 

the applicant a copy of the certificate entitled "Owner's 

Certificate of Registration and Payment Receipt 11 and-forward 

a--dttp±ieate--eopy-of-~he-eerti£±eate-to-the-dep6rtme~t. The 

treasttrer department shall at the same time issue to the 

applicant the proper license plates or other identification 

markers, which shall at all times be displayed upon the 

vehicle when operated or driven upon roads and highways of 

this state during the period of the life of the license. 

{3) The registration receipt ~ha¼i does not constitute 

evidence of ownership but ~hail ~ be used only for 

registration purposes. No~ Montana certificate of ownership 

shail ma~ be issued for this type of registration. 

(4} This section is not applicable to any vehicle 

covered by a valid and existing reciprocal agreement or 

declaration entered i~to ~nder the provisions of the laws of 

Montana." 

Section 40. Section 61-4-111, MCA, is amended to read: 
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"61-4-111. Used motor vehicles -- transfer to and from 

dealers. (1) The provisions of 61-3-201(2) 9hall do not 

apply in the event of the transfer of a motor vehicle to a 

duly licensed automobile dealer intending to resell ~~eh the 

vehicle and who operates the ~~ffle vehicle only for 

demonstration purposes. In ~~eh thos~ cases, the dealer 

~hail ~ not be required to make application for a new 

certificate of ownership or for registration during the 

period of his ownership of ~eid the vehicle, but upon his 

transfer of ownership ~hereof to a person other than a 

licensed motor vehicle dealer, the following acts shall be 

required of the dealer on or before the times herein set 

forth: 

(a) Prior to his delivery of the vehicle to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the rear 

window of ~~±d the vehicle a sticker in form to be 

prescribed by the department and containing the name and 

address of the purchaser, date of sale, name and address of 

the dealer, and a description of the vehicle, including its 

serial number. There ~kall must be imprinted upon se±O the 

sticker in bold letters the following statement: "IT IS 

UNLAWFUL TO PLACE LICENSE PLATES UPON THIS VEHICLE UNTIL 

REGISTERED AT THE 8PPfeE--8P--'l'HE--eecJN'l'¥--'l'REA.S □RER MOTOR 

VEHICLE DIVISION _OFFICE 11
• One copy of ~a:-id. the sticker 

~htlll musl be delivered by the dealer to the eottnty 
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t:rea!!lttrer motor vehicle division of~ice in the manner 

prescribed in subsection (l){b) ne~~ef, dnd a copy ~h~½½ 

~st be retained by the dealer for his tile. It is unlawful 

for the dealer to issue mo:e tha~ one sticker per vehicle 

sale. 

(b) Withii: 4 worKing days following the da~e c~ 

delivery of ~!!lid th~ vehicle, the dealer shall for·..,iard to 

the e~tin.t'.y-t:!'ea:~~:.-e:--of motor v~icle d11.Jision ::,£flee :..n the 

county where the purchaser resides the certificate of 

ownership a,1d cerr.ificate c-f reg:'..scration ( if -the :::t-.e,1. ~~l'!'L~ 

are tt".~l"!. hi~ possessi0~1, with an applica~inn for 

registration execcted by the nE~ owne: in acc:...;r,"1.=i.::ce wit:": 

che provisions of 61-3-322, an~ a copy of the sticker 

affixed to ~e~d the vehicle 

departme:it, ;_;_pon receipt.: 

eotln~y--~rea~~rer, tosether 

contract or other lien, 

by 

A 

the 

~a=-d 

dealer7~ and--ehe The 

the documen:~ frem-the 

with the conditio .. a~ sales 

if any, shall lSSUE a new 

certificate cf o~ne:ship and ce:tiEicate ~f registration 

togelher with a sta~ement of any co~d~tional s~les contract, 

mortgage, or other lien as proviOed 1n i,l-3-202. 

Transmission of 5~±-d the documents by the dealer to the 

eott"ty--~rea~u~~~ met~! vehicle division office may be 

accomplished eitr.er oy personal delivery or by first class 

mail, .in. which even:: they-~ha1'.t-b~-deemed the document::. __ are 

considered to have been delivered at the time ot mailing. 
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the dealer is unable to forward the certificate 

endfor or the certificate of registration 

time set forth in subsection (l)(b) hereo~, 

~a~e certificates are lost, are in the 

possession of third parties, er are in process of reissuancc 

in this state or elsewhere, he the deale: shall comply in 

all other respects with the provisions of subsection (l)(b) 

and shall forward the missi~g document or documents to the 

ee1:1nty--tree:~tn·er !!10t£~_, ~~e)-1~_,_:;le ___ division ,:Jffice, either 

personally or by f±r~t-e¼B~9 firs~-class mail, ~ithin 3 days 

after their receipt. 

(2) Upon compliance by the dealer with che requirem~nts 

set fortt in this section, title to ~aid _!.he rooter vehicle 

~ha¼l--be--dee~ed is considered to have passe~ 

purct1aser as of t~e da~e of ~he del~vcry of ~a±ci the 

to the 

ve-hic1e 

to him by the dealer, and the dealer sh~}X-ha~e ~as no 

further liability or responsibility with respect to the 

processing of registration.'' 

Section 41. Section 61-4-112, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-4-112. New motor vehicles -- transfers by dealers. 

(1) When a motor vehicle dealer transfers a new motor 

vehicle to a purchaser or other recipient, the dealer shall: 

(a) issue and affix a sticker as prescribed 1n 

61-4-lll{l)(a) for transfers of ~sed motor vehicles and 

retain a copy of tt1e sticker; 
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(b) within 4 working days following the date of 

delivery of the new motor vehicle, forward to the eottnty 

tre~~ttrer--of motor vehicle division offi~e in the county 

wl1ere lhe purchaser or recipient resides: 

(i) one copy of the sticker issued under subsection 

( 1) (a); 

(ii) an application for certificate of title with a 

notice of security interest, if any, executed by the 

purchaser or recipient; and 

(iii) a statement of origin as p:-escribed in 

61-3-502(8) (b). 

(2) Upon receipt 

documents required 

£rom--the--eotlnty--trea~tlrer of the 

under subsection (1), the department 

shall issue a certificate of ownership and certificate of 

registration togetter with a statement of lien as provided 

in 61-3-202." 

Section 42. Sect ion 61-4-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-4-310~ Single movement permit -- fee limitation 

eoti~ty--treestlrer department to issue. (1) A vehicle, 

subject to license unde: this title, may be moved unladen 

upon the highways of this state from a point within the 

state to a point of desti~ation. The eo~nty-treastlrer molo~. 

vehicle division office at the point of the origin of the 

movement shall issue a special permit ~heref~r in lieu of 

fees required under 61-3-321 and parl 2 of chapter 10 of 
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this title, upon application presented to-k±m in ~ttek the 

fo~m a~--~ha¼i-be-pro~ided prescribed by the department and 

upon exhibiting to-~e±d-eottnty-t~ea~ttr~r proof of ownership 

and evidence that the personal property taxes on ~tteh the 

vehicle, if any are due thereon, have been paid and upon 

payment therefor of a fee of $5. Stt~h The permit ~ha¼i ~ 

r.ot be in lieu of fees and permits required under 61-4-301 

and 61-4-302. 

( 2) St>eh The permit shall must be for the transit of 

the vehicle only, and the vehicle ~ha=i ~ not at the time 

of ~uen transit be used for the transportation of any 

persons, except the driver, or property whatsoever for 

compensation or otherwise, and ~ha±l must be for one transit 

only between the points of origin and destination as set 

Earth in the application and shown on the permit. 

(3) A junk vehicle as defined in part 5, chapter 10, 

Title 7~, being driven or towed to an auto wrecking 

grdveyard for disposal is exempt from the provisions of this 

sei.:tiou." 

Section 43. Section 61-6-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-302. Proof of compliance. (1) Except as provided 

i11 subseclio11 (2), before any applica~t req~ired to register 

his mulct vel1icle may do so, the applicant mu~t shall 

cc:~ify to the eetlnty-trea~~re~ department that he possesses 

J11 .1~1ton10bile liability insurance policy, a certificate of 
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self-insurance, or a posted indemnity bo11d or tt1at he is 

eligible for an exemption under 61-6-303 covering the motor 

vehicle. The certification ~~ell mus~ be on a form 

prescribed by the department. The department 1:12.y immediately 

cancel the registration and license p:ates of the vehicle 

upon notification that the insura11ce certification was not 

correctly represented. Any person who intentionally provides 

false information on an insurance certification is guilty of 

unsworn falsification to authorities, punishable as provided 

in 45-7-203. 

(2) An applicant for r~gistration of a motor vehicle 

who wishes to register the vehicle by rr,ail fflt1~!: ~'1-?ll sign a 

statement on the application stating that the applicant is 

in compliance with the financial liabi~ity requireme~ts of 

61-6-301. 

(3} An owner of a motor vehicle who ceases to maintain 

the insurance or bond required or whose cer~ificate of 

self-insurance is canceled or whose vehicle ceases to be 

exempt shall immediately surrender the registration and 

license plates for the vehicle to the eettnty--trea~tlrer--f~r 

dei±~ery--to--the department and may not operate or permit 

operation of the ve~icle in Mo11ta11a unt~i insurai,ce has 

again been f~rnished as required and the vehicle is again 

registered and licensed. 

(4) Every perso11 shall ca:ry in a motor vehicle being 

-71-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0438/01 

operated by him 

but issued by 

an insurance card approved by the department 

the insurance carrier to the motor vehicle 

owner as proof of compliance with 61-6-301. A motor vehicle 

operator shall exhibit the insurance card upon demand of a 

justice of the peace, a city or municipal judge, a peace 

officer, a highway patro: officer, or a field deputy or 

inspector of the department. However, "o ~ person charged 

with violating this subsection may not be convicted if he 

produces in court or the office of the arresting officer 

proof of insurance valid at the time of his arrest.'' 

Section 44. Section 61-10-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-213. Time for payment of fees by nonresidents 

disposition. A nonresident owner or operator of a 

moto;trLlck, truck tractor, trailer, or semitrailer shall, 

inmediately upon arrival 

highway patrol office, any 

in the state, contact the nearest 

department office, the county 

sheriff, or the eotlnty-~reas~rerL~ motor vehicle division 

office to pay the fee and secure the permit prescribed. All 

fees collected ~haii must immediately be remitted to the 

county treasurer." 

Section 45. Sect ion 61-10-225, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 61-10-22~. Disposition of fees collected by cottn~y 

~rea~ttrer department. At the time of collecting the fees 

provided for in 61-10-222, ~eeh--eetlnty--tree~tlrer the 

~art __ ~~~ shall reluin 5\ of the fE'cs collected by-nim for 
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the cost of administration and for deposit in the general 

fund oE-the-eo~nty. The remaining 95% ~ha±¼ must be remitted 

monthly to the state treasurer for deposit to the credit oE 

the department of highways. ~he-remittanee-~ha¼l-be-made--e~ 

£erm~-£ttrni~hed-to-t~e-eo~~ty-trea~tlrer-by-the-departme~t~•• 

Section 46. Section 61-10-227, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-227. Blank forms furnished eo~nty--trea~~rer~ 

motor vehicle division. The department shall furnish al¼ 

eo~Mty--trea~~rer~ the motor vehicle division with the 

following: 

(1) blank application forms and affidavit forms 

outlining and providing for the informat~on needed in each 

classification of lice~se required; 

(2} GVW licenses in a form determined most suitable by 

the department; 

(3) the other forms, stickers, certificates, or blanks 

the department considers necessary to carry out this part.'' 

Section 47. Section 61-10-233, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-233. Excess weight penalties. ( 1) The 

operator is subject to the penal~ies stated in 61-10-232 

whenever the gross loaded weight of any trucks, truck 

tractor, trailer, or semitrailer operated upon any hig~way 

in this state exceeds the gross vehicle weight shown on: 

(a) the owner's certificate of registration and payment 

receipt issued under 61-3-322; or 
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(b) the gross vehicle weight receipt issued under 

61-10-227. 

{2) In addition, the operator shall immediately pay to 

the nearest eotl~ty-trea~tlrer motor vehicle division office 

or to the departrrent the difference between the fee already 

paid and that applicable to the gross weight of his vehicle 

before unloading the excess, provided that it does not 

exceed the legal axle weight." 

Section 48. Section 80-7-810, MCA, is amended to read: 

"80-7-810. Disposition of proceeds. Three pet""cent of 

the proceeds frcm the fee imposed in 61-3-510 may be 

retained by the ~etlnty-ereas~rer department of justice for 

costs of collection, and the money retained must be 

de_2osit.ed 

deposi..ted 

as prOvided 

in t~e qe~eral fund. The remainder must be 

in the special revenue fund and must be expended 

in 80-7-814(2) and (3). Twenty-five percent of 

the money deposited in the special revenue fund under this 

section must be used for research and development of 

nonchemical methods of weed management." 

NEW SECTION. Section 49. Transition hiring 

procedures. Beginning Ju 1-y l, 1991, and ending June 30, 

1992, the department of justice may, for hiring purposes 

only, consider those county employees who are performing 

motor vehicle duties ~n July 1991, and who have been 

continuously employed in that function until the 
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transitional hiring begins, to be the equivalent of 

department of justice employees and may fill vacancies under 

procedures normal for internal recruicment. 

KEW SECTION. Section 50. Motor vehicle division 

offices. (l) Motor vehicle div~sion offices, except those 

located in Helena and ~eer Lodge, ~~st be located within the 

county seat of each county being served unless the division 

determines that a larger portion of the county population 

could be better served by locating Lhe office 1n another 

community within the co~~ty. 

I 2) ~otor vehicle division offices must be open 

continuously from 8 a.rn. u~til 5 p.~. each day of the year 

except holidays and Saturdays. However, if the division has 

determined by an analysis of the nGmher of transactions to 

be completed in a coun~y that a lesser level o~ service is 

reasonable, the division may establish hours er business 

suitable to that county. ~he division shal1 provide a 

schedule of hours of service fa~ eacn cou11Ly so affected. 

(3) The county corr_miss:.0:1.ers of the Vdrio:...:s counties 

shall provide office space i~ the county COL1rthouse for use 

by the motor vehicle division if space is reasonably 

available. If space is not available, it musl be contracted 

for, dnd the department shall pay the costs. 

NEW SECTION. Section 51. Trdnsition procedures 

county accommodations -- fees -- depdrlmcnl rules. ( 1) To 
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provide an orderly transition from county to state operation 

of the field operations of the motor vehicle registration 

and titling system, the department of justice shall develop 

a transition schedule that indicates the timeframes within 

which each county can expect to be relieved of all or a 

portion of the registration and titling duties now required 

by law. The department shall notify each county scheduled 

for transition at least 3 months prior to the effective date 

of the transition and shall make every reasonable effort to 

confer~ to scheduled dates. 

(2) On and after July 1, 1991, cou11Ly treasurers shall 

continue co provide the niut0r vehicle registration and 

:itling services required by law, acting as agents of the 

de?ortment until the scheduled transit:on date or dates, and 

shall accommodate to the best of their ability any 

~ndvoidable delays in transition by continuing such services 

until the transition is complete. 

(3) Prior to and during the trar1sition periods, the 

departme,1t may temporarily assign personnel to county 

treasurers' offices to support the function of registering 

and litling motor vehicles if required. 

(4) During the transition, county treasurers will be 

entitled to retain a portion of certain fees collected as 

reimbursement of the cost of the duties involved, in the 

following amounts or percentages: 
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(a) for each set of centennial commemorative plates 

issued under the provisions of 2-89-302, $3; 

{bi Eor eacn. mctorboat certificate of ownersnip 

application issued under the prov:siors of 23-2-508 or 

23-2-510, $1.50; 

(C) for each snow~obile certificate of ownership 

application issued under 23-2-611 or 23-2-612, $1.50; 

{d) for each o:f-highway vehicle certificat1; ~f 

ownership application issued under 23-2-811 or 23-2-812, $1; 

(e) for each late filing penalty provided Eor by 

61-3-317, $10; 

If) for each application for or transfer of a 

personalized plate as provided in 61-3-406, $5; 

{g) 5% of che gross vehicle weighc fees as provided for 

in 61-10-222; 

(h) 3% of the weed fees provided in 61-3-510; 

Ii) 5% of the sales tax required by 61-3-502; and 

I j) for each single movement permit issued as provided 

in 61-4-310, $5. 

(5) The fees and percentdges listed in subsection t4) 

above must be reported to the state treasurer by category on 

t.reasu::-er's monthly reports. Upon completion of the 

transition of titling and registrd~ion functions to the 

department of justice, the counties will no longe: be 

entitled to the fees 11nless otherwise specified in [secLiOilS 
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1 through 57]. 

(6) The department nay adopt temporary rules to 

:acilitate the transition process. 

Section 52. Secticn 23-2-508, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-508. Certificate of ownership filing of 

security interests. (1) Except as provided in subsection 

(9), a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer may 

not be operated upon the waters of the state unless a 

certificate of ownersh:p has first been obtained from the 

depart.ment of just.ice ir. acccrdar.ce w~t.h the laws of 

state. 

this 

(2) The owne~ of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in 

length or longer shal: app1y for a certificate of ownership 

a~d a certificate of nuTber with ~he-eetln~y-~reestlrer-0£-~he 

eotl~ty--in--w~ieh-the-ow~er-~e~ides,-tlpen-£orms-£tlrnis~~d-by 

the department of just~ce. The forms must require the 

following information: 

(a) name of the owner; 

(b) residence of the owner, by town or county; 

(c) business or home address of the owner; 

(d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due ~nder a~y concract or lien; 

(f) name of the :nanufac:.:..irer; 

{g) model number er na~e: 

(h) identificatio~ nux~er; 
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{i) name and address of the dealer or other person from 

whom acquired, if known; and 

( j l such other information as the department of justice 

may require. 

13) Tne appl:..cation is to be accompanied by 

documentation of ownership, such as an invoice, bill of 

sale, foreign title, officia: ce:tificate of boat number, 

fee in lieu of tax rece:pt, or a certificate of ownership of 

a trailer purchased with the motorboat or sailboat. An 

applicdnt who fails to p~ovide s~c~ proof of ownership shall 

provide a certified statement describing how the motorboat 

or sa:..lboat 12 feet in length or longer was acquired, from 

whom acquired if known, and other information requested by 

the depart~ent of justice. 

I 4) If a certificate of ownership has previously bee11 

issued under the provisions of this part, the applicdtion 

for a new certificate mus: be accompanied oy the i:nmedia~ely 

previous certifica~e. This subsection does not apply to 

motorboats or sailboats 12 feet. in length or longer that are 

purchased as new and unused vessels or thdt were operated 

when the provisions of this part were not in force and 

effect. 

(5) Any motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer that does not have a Gidnufacturer's or other 

identifying r.umber thereon ffi'l1St. be assigned an 
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identification number by the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks. A fee of $1 must be paid to the department for an 

assignment of number. 

(6) Upon completion of the application, the eottl"'tty 

trea~ttrer department of just~~~ shall issue to the applicant 

two copies of the certificate of number application, one of 

which must be marked "file copy''. The trea~ttrer--~ha½¼ 

forward---one--eopy--and--the--origina±--app±ieation--£or--a 

eert±£ieate-o£-owner~hip-to-the department of justice,-wnien 

shall enter the information con:ained in the application 

upon the corresponding records of its office7 and shall 

furnish the applicant a certificate cf ownership containing 

that information in the application considered necessary by 

the department and a permanen: boat ~umber. The certificate 

of ownership need not be rene~ed annually and is valid as 

long as the persor1 holding it owns the vessel. 

(7) The owner shall at all times retain possession of 

the certificate of ownership, except whe~ it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancel1ation. 

(8) Upon application for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of $5 i.!.Q. must be paid to the eo~nty-tree~tlrer,-$3.se-o£ 

whieh department of justice and must be forwarded--by--the 

eottnty--trea~~~~~-to-~he-dPpar~m~nt-of-jtl~tice--and deposited 

in the general fund.!.__cxccp~---~h,3t $!_. S_Q of th~ Q_~--~i_11al boat 
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title fee must be forwarded to the county treasurer of the 

cou~~-y in which the boat is register"~Q-

( 9) A person who, on July 1, 1988, is the owner of a 

motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in :ength or longer with a 

valid certificate of number issued by the state is not 

required to file an application for a certificate of 

ownership for the motorboat or sailbcat unless he transfers 

a part of his interest in the ~otorboat or sailboat or he 

renews the certificate of number for the motorboat or 

sailboat. 

{10) A security interest in a boat is not valid as 

against creditors, subsequent purchasers, or encumbrancers 

unless a lien notice, showing that a security interest has 

been created, has been filed with the department of justice 

as provided in this section. The lien notice must be filed 

on a form approved by the department [of justice]. The 

department of justice may not file a security interest or 

other lien unless it is accompanied by or specified in the 

application for a certificate of ownership of the boat 

encumbered. If the lien notice is transmitted to the 

department of justice, the security agreement or other lien 

instrument that creates the security interest must be 

retained by the secured party. A copy of the security 

agreement is sufficient as a lien notice if it contains the 

name and address of the debtor and the secured party, the 
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complete boat description, the amount of the lien, and the 

signature of the debtor. The department of justice shall 

file the security interest or lien by entering the name and 

address of the secured party upon the face of the 

certificate of ownership. The department of justice shall 

mail a statement certifying the filing of a security 

interest or lien to the secured party. The department of 

justice shall mail the certificate of ownership to the owner 

at the address given on the certificate; however, if the 

tra~sfer of ow~ership and filing of the security interest 

are paid for by a creditor or secured party, the department 

of justice shall return the certificate of ownership to the 

county treasurer of the county where the boat is to be 

registered. The owner of a boat is the person entitled to 

operate and possess the boat. 

(11) A security interest in a boat held as inventory by 

a dealer must be perfected in accordance with Title 30, 

chapter 9, and no endorsement on the certificate of title is 

necessary for perfection. 

(12) Whenever a security interest or lien is filed 

against a boat that is subject to two security interests 

previous:y perfected by filing under this section, the 

department of justice shall endorse on the face of the 

certificate of ownership: "NOTICE. This boat is subject to 

additional security inlerest on file with the Department of 
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Justice." No other information regarding the additional 

security interests need be endorsed on the certificate. 

(13) Satisfactions or statemencs of release filed with 

the department of justice under this part must be retained 

for a period of 8 years after receipt, after which they may 

be destroyed. 

(14) The filing of a security interest or other lien as 

herein provided perfects a security interest that has 

attached at the time the certificate of ownership noting the 

interest is issued. Issuance of a certifica:e of ownership 

constitutes constructive notire to subseque~t purchasers or 

encurnbrancers, from the time of filing, of the ex~s~ence of 

the security interest. 

(15) Upon default under a chattel mortgage or 

conditional sales contract covering a boat, the mortgagee or 

ve~dor has the same remedies as in the case of other 

personal prope~ty. In case of attachment of a boat all the 

provisions of 27-18-413, 27-18-414, and 27-18-804 are 

applicable, except that deposits must be made with the 

department of justice. 

(16) A conditional sales vendor or chattel mo:cgagee or 

assignee who fails to file a satisfaction of a chattel 

mortgage, ass:gnment, or condicional sales contract within 

15 days after receiving final payment is required to pay the 

department of justice the sum of $1 for each day that he 
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fails to file the satisfaction. 

(17) Upon receipt of any liens, notice of liens 

dependent on possession, or attachments against the record 

of any boat registered in this state, the department of 

justice shall within 24 hours mail to the owner, conditional 

sales vendor, mo[tgagee, or their assignee a notice showing 

the name and address of the lien claimant, the amount of the 

lien, the date of execution of the lien, and, in the case of 

attachment, the full title of the court, the action, and the 

name of the attorney for the plaintiff or the name of the 

attaching creditor, or both. 

(18) It is not necessary to refile with the department 

of justice any instruments on file in the office of any 

county clerk and recorder on October 1, 1989. 

(19) A fee of $4 ill must be paid to the department of 

justice to file any security interest or other lien against 

a boat. The $4 i..!..2_ fee must cover the cost of filing a 

satisfaction or release of the security interest and the 

cost of entering the satisfaction or release on the reco[ds 

of the department of justice and deleting the endorsement of 

the security interest from the face of the certificate of 

ownership. A fee of $4 il:_Q must be paid to the department of 

justice for issuing a certified copy of a certificate of 

ownership subject to a security interest or other lien on 

file with the department of justice or for filing an 
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assignment of any security interest or other lien on file 

with the department of justice. All fees provided for in 

this section must be ~a~O--te--the--eatlnty--trea~drer--£or 

~epo~it deposited in the ge~eral fund ±n-aeeorOanee-w~tn 

iS-l-504." 

Section 53. 

"23-2-509. 

certificate 

illegible, 

of 

the 

Section 23-2-509, MCA, is amended to read; 

Lost or mutilated certificate. (1) 

ownership 

person to 

is lost or mutilated or 

whom it was issued 

If a 

becomes 

shall 

immediately ma~e application for and obtain a duplicate, 

upon payment of a fee of ~3 $l_Q_. 

(2) The duplicate certificate of ownership must be 

plainly marked "duplicate" across its face and be mailed or 

delivered to the applicant.'' 

Section 54. Section 23-2-510, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-510. Transfer of interest. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (3), upon a transfer of a certificate of 

ownership to a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or 

longer registered as required under the provisions of this 

part, the person whose title or interest is to be 

transferred shall sign the certificate of ownership issued 

for the motorboat or sailboat in the appropriate space 

provided on the reverse side of the certificate, and the 

signature must be acknowledged before the county treasurer, 

a deputy county treasurer, an elected officia~ _authorized to 
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acknowledge signatures, an employee of the department of 

justice, or a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall make application for transfer of the 

certificate of ownership with the eo~~ty--tree~ttrer--of--the 

eotlnty-in-whieh-the-tran~£eree-re9ide9 department of justice 

and also make application for registration of the motorboat 

or sailboat. The eottnty--trea9ttrer--~~a¼l---£orward---the 

applieat±on--te--tne department of justice,-whten shall file 

the application upon receipt. A cert~ficate of ownership may 

not be issued by the department until any outstanding 

certificate is surrendered to the department or its loss is 

established to the department's reasonable satisfaction. The 

eott~ty-trea~ttrer department shall collect a fee of $5 $10 

for each application for transfer oE ownership, of which 

~3~50 must be £orwarded-te-t~e--depertment--of--jttstice--£or 

depo~~t deposited in the general fund, except that $1.50 of 

the original boat title fee must be forwarded to the county 

treasurer oE the county in which the boat is registered. 

(3) A purchdser of a new or used motorboat or sailboat 

12 feet in length or longer from a licensed dealer has a 

grace period of 20 calendar days from the date of purchase 

to register the motorboat or sailboat, make application for 

a certificate of ownership, and obtain a decal indicating 

chat the fee in lieu of property tax has been paid on the 
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vessel for the current year. It is not a violation of this 

part or any other law for the purchaser to operate a newly 

acquired motorboat or sailboat 12 feet in length or longer 

without a certificate of ow~ership, certificate of 

registration, and decal during the 20~day grace period. 

During this period the sticker provided for in subsection 

{4) must remain affixed to the mo~orboat or sailboat. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of a motorboat or sailboat 12 

feet in length or longer to the purchaser, the dealer shall 

issue and affix to a motorboat or sailboa~ constructed after 

October 31, 1972, a sticker as ~rescribed by the department 

of justice. The sticker must contai~ the name and address of 

the purchaser, the date 0f sale, the name and address of the 

dealer, and a description of the motorboat or sailboat, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and s~all send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection {2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a motorboat or sailboat 12 feet 

in length or longer to a duly licensed dealer intending lo 

resell the motorboat or sailboat and who operates it only 

for demonstration purposes, bur. every dealer, upon 

transferring his interest, shall deliver the certificate of 

ownership with an application for a new certificate executed 

by the new owner in accordance with the p~ovisions of this 
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part. The 

certificate 

department of 

of ownership 

justice, upon receipt 

and application for 

of 

a 

the 

new 

certificate containing notice of a security interest, if 

any, shall issue a new certificate of ownership, together 

with a statement of any conditional 

mortgage, or other lien. 

sales contract, 

(6) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

who are members of the same immediate family are listed en 

the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

(7) The provisions of 61-3-201(3) through (7) that 

apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

ownership transferred under this section." 

Section 55. Section 23-2-611, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-611. Certificate of ownership filing of 

security interests. (1) A snowmobile may not be operated 

upon any public lands, trails, easements, lakes, rivers, 

streams, roadways or shoulders of roadways, streets, or 

highways unless a certificate of ownership has first been 

obtained from the department of justice in accordance with 

the laws of this state. 

(2) The owner of a snowmobile shall apply for a 

certificate of ownership with the eotlnty-tr-eastlr-er--e£-the 

eottnty-ir't-which-the-owne r- -r-e!! ides,- ~e_p_a_r_tm~i:,.-~-- of justice, 

upon forms to be furnished for this purpose. The forms must 
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(b) residence of the owner, by town and county; 

(c) business or home mail address of the awner; 

(d) name and address of any lienholder; 

(e) amount due under any contract or lien; 

(f) name of the manufacturer; 

(g) model number or name; 

(h) identification number; and 

(i) name and address of the dealer or other person fr8m 

whom acquired. 

(3) The application must be signed by at least one 

owner or by a properly authorized officer or represenlative 

of the owner. 

( 4) If a certificate of ownership has previously been 

issued under the provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, 

the application for a new certificate must be accompanied by 

the immediately previous certificate. This subsection does 

not apply to snowmobiles that are purchased as new and 

unused machines or that were operated when the provisions of 

23-2-601 through 23-2-644 were not in force and effect. 

(5) Upon completion of the dpplication, on---form~ 

ftlrn±~hed-hy the department of justicey-the-cotlnty-trea~tlrer 

shall issue to the applicant two copies of the application, 

one of which shall be marked ''file copy''. The treB~~rer 
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~kaii--~orwa~d--one-copy-end-tne-or±g±nai-appi~eat±o~-~o-the 

department of justice7-whicn shall enter the information 

contained in the application upon the corresponding records 

of its office and shall furnish the applicant a certificate 

of ownership, which shall contain that information in the 

application considered necessary by the department of 

justice, and a permanent ownership number. The certificate 

of ownership is not to be reP.ewed annually and is valid as 

long as the person holdi~g it owns the snowmobile. 

(6) The ow~er shall a: all times retain possession of 

the certificate of ow~ership, except when it is being 

transmitted to and from the department of justice for 

endorsement or cancellaticn. 

(7) Upon ap~lication for a certificate of ownership, a 

fee of ~5--~heii $~0 must be paid to the eotlnty-trea~urer, 

~3,5&-oE-wh±ch-~ha±±-be-forwe~ded-hy-the-eotlnty-trea~tlrer-to 

the department of justice and deposited in the general fundL 

exc~t that __ $1._50 of_ the original snowmobile title fee must 

be forwarded to the county treasurer of the county in which 

the ~n<?_w"n:g_l?~]-E: is regi~~erE:.2:, 

{8) A security interest in a snowmobile is not valid as 

against creditors, subseqJen: purchasers, or encumbrancers 

unless a lien notice, showing that a security interest has 

been cteated, has beer1 filed wi~h the department of justice 

as provided in this section. The lien notice must be filed 
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on a form approved by the department [of justice]. The 

department of justice may not file a security interest or 

other lien unless it is accompanied by or specified in the 

application for a certi:icate of ownership of the snowmobile 

encumbered. If the lie~ notice is transmi~ted to the 

department of justice, the security agreement or other lien 

instrument that creates the security interest must be 

retained by the secured party. A copy of the security 

agreement is sufficient as a lien notice if it contains the 

name and address of the debcor and the secured party, the 

complete snowmobile description the amount of the lien, and 

the signature of the debtor. The department of juslice shall 

file the security interest or lien by entering the name and 

address of the secured party upon the face of the 

certificate of ownership. The department of just:ce shall 

mail a statement certifying the filing of a security 

interest or lien to the secured party. The department of 

justice shall mail the certificate of ownership to the owner 

at the address given on the certificate; however, if the 

transfer of ownership and filing of the security interest 

are paid for by a creditor or secured party, the department 

of justice shall return the certificate of owr1ership lo the 

county treasurer of the county where the snowmobile is to he 

registered. The owner of a snowmobile is the person entitled 

to operate and possess the snowmobile. 
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( 9) A security interest in a snowmobile held as 

inventory by a dealer must be perfected in accordance with 

Title 30, chapter 9, and no endorsement on the certificate 

of title is necessary for perfection. 

(10) Whenever a security interest or lien is filed 

against a snowmobile that is subject to two security 

interests previously perfected by filing under this section, 

the department 

certificate of 

of justice shall endorse on the face of the 

ownership: "NOTICE. This snowmobile is 

subject to additional security interest on file with the 

Depdrtment of Justice'', No other information regarding the 

additional security interests need be endorsed on the 

certificate. 

(11) Satisfactions or statements of release filed with 

the department of justice under this part must be retained 

for a period of 8 years after receipt, after which they may 

be destroyed. 

{12} The filing of a security interesc or other lien as 

herein provided perfects a security interest that has 

attached at the time the certificate of ownership noting the 

interest is issued. Issuance of a certificate of ownership 

constitutes constructive notice to subsequent purchasers or 

encumbrancers, from the time of filing, of the existence of 

the security interest. 

(13) Upon decaull under 
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conditional sales contract covering a snowmobile, the 

mortgagee or vendor has the same remedies as in the case of 

other persoral property. In case of attachment of a 

sncwmobile al~ the provisions of 27-18-413, 27-18-414, and 

27-18-804 are applicable, except that deposits must be made 

with the department of justice. 

(14) A conditional sales vendor or chattel mortgagee or 

assignee wh8 =3ils to file a satisfaction of a chattel 

mortgage, assignment, or conditional sales contract within 

15 days after receiving final payment is required to pay the 

department of justice the sum of $1 for each day that he 

fails to file the satisfaction. 

(15) Upon receipt of any liens, notice of liens 

dependent on possession, or attachments against the record 

of any snowrnob.:.le registered in this state, the department 

of justice shall within 24 hou~s mail to the owner, 

conditional sales vendor, mortgagee, or their assignee a 

notice showing the name and address of the lien clairnanl, 

the amount of the lien, the date of eKecution of the lien, 

and, in the case of attachment, the full title of the court, 

the action, and the name of the attorney for the plainti~[ 

or the name of the attacr.ing creditor, or both. 

(16) It 1s not necessary to refile with the depart~e~t 

of justice any instrume~ts orJ file in the office of the 

county clerk and recorder on October 1, 1989. 
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(17) A fee of $4 ill must be paid to the department of 

justice to file any security interest or other lien against 

a snowmobile. The $'4 il.Q. fee must cover the cost of filing a 

satisfaction or release of the security interest and the 

cost of entering the satisfaction or release on the records 

~f the department of justice and deleting the endorsement of 

the security interest from the face of the certificate of 

::::,w:--.e::ship. A. fee of $-i g__Q_ must be paid to the department of 

justice for issuing a certified copy of a certificate of 

ownership subject to a security interest or other lien on 

file with the department of justice or for filing an 

assignment of a security interest or other lien on file with 

the department of justice. All fees provided for in this 

section must be pBi-d-to-the--eotlnty--treestlrer--for--deposi~ 

9:epo_?ited in the general fund i-n-eeeorrlanee-w±th-lS-l-564." 

Section 56. Section 23-2-612, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-612. Transfer of interest. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (3), upon a transfer of any certificate of 

ownership to a snowmobile registered as required under the 

provisions of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644, the person whose 

title or interest is to be tra~sferred shall write his 

signature with pen and ink upon the certificate of ownership 

issued for the snowmobile in the approp~iate space provided 

upc11 the reverse side of the certificate, and the signat11re 

sh;1ll be ack11owledged before the co~nty treasurer, a deputy 
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county treasurer, an elected official authorized to 

acknowledge signatures, an employee of th~--~-~artment of 

justice, or a notary public. 

(2) Within 20 calendar days after endorsement, the 

transferee shall make application for transfer of the 

certificate of ownership with the eetlnty-trea~tlre~-of-the 

eottnty-in-wh±~h-the-trans£eree-~e~±ae~ department of justice 

and also make application for registration of the 

snowmobile. The eoctnty---treasttrer---~kei~--fo~werd--tne 

applieatie~-to-the department of justice,-whieh shall file 

the application upon receipt. A certificate of ownership may 

not be issued by the department of justice until the 

outstanding certificates are surrendered to that office or 

their loss is established to its reasonable satisfaction. 

The eo~~ty-trea~~rer department of justice shall collect a 

fee of $5 ~ for each application for transfer of 

ownership,--of--whieh--$3,58--ffl~~t--be--ferwerded---to---the 

department--of--jtl~ti~e for deposit in the general fundL 

except that $1,SO __ gf the original snowmobile title fee must 

be forwarded to the county treasurer of the cou~ in which 

the snowmobile is req:stered. 

(3) A purchaser ~fa new or used snowmobile from a 

licen~ed snowmobile dealer has a grace period of 20 calendar 

days from the date of purchase to register the snowmobile, 

make application for a certificate of ownership, and obta.in 
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a decal indicating that the fee in lieu of property tax has 

been paid on the snowmobile for the current year. It is not 

a violation of 23-2-601 through 23-2-644 or any other law 

for the purchaser to operate a newly acquired snowmobile 

without a certificate of ownership, certificate of 

registration, and a decal during the 20-day period. During 

this period the sticker provided for in subsection (4) shall 

remain affixed to the snowmobile. 

(4) Prior to the delivery of the snowmobile to the 

purchaser, the dealer shall issue and affix to the 

snowmobile a sticker (in a form to be prescribed by the 

department of justice). The sticker shall contain the name 

and address of the purchaser, the date of sale, the name and 

address of the dealer, and a description of the snowmobile, 

including its serial number. The dealer shall keep a copy of 

the sticker for his records and shall send a copy of the 

sticker to the department of justice. 

(5) The provisions of subsection (2) do not apply in 

the event of the transfer of a snowmobile to a duly licensed 

snowmobile dealer intending to resell the snowmobile and who 

operates it only for demonstration purposes, but every 

dealer, upon transferring his interest, shall deliver the 

certificate of ownership with an application for a new 

certificate executed by the new owner in accordance with the 

provisions ot 23-2-601 through 23-2-644. The department of 
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1 justice, upon receipt of the certificate of owner~hip and 

2 application for a new certificate containing ~otice of a 

3 security interest, if any, shall issue a new certificate of 

4 ownership, together with a statement of any conditional 

5 sales contract, mortgage, or other lien. 

6 (6) When the names and addresses of more than one owner 

7 who are members of the same immediate family are listed on 

8 the certificate of ownership, joint ownership with right of 

9 survivorship, and not as tenants in common, is presumed. 

10 (7) Tc.e provisions of 61-3-201(3) through (7) that 

11 apply to motor vehicles also apply to any certificate of 

12 ownership transferred under this section." 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Section 57. Section 23-2-613, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-2-613. Lost or mutilated certificates. If any 

certificate 

illegible, 

immediately 

of ownership is lost, 

the person to whom it 

make application for 

mutilated, or becomes 

was issued shall 

and obtain a duplicate 

18 certificate, upon payment of a fee of $-3 i.!...Q.· 11 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 58. Codification instruction. 

20 [Sections 49, 50, and 51} are intended to be codified as an 

21 integral part of Title 61, chapter 3, and the provisior-.s of 

22 ~itle 61, chapter 3, apply to [sections ➔ 9, 50, and 51]. 

23 NEW SECTION. Section 59. Effective datP. I This act] is 

24 ef~ective July 1, 1991. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA· FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HB0575, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 
An act assigning to the Motor Vehicle Division of the Department of Justice, those motor vehicle titling and registration 
duties now performed by county treasurers. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 
1. The number of motor vehicle liens processed in FY90 will remain the same in the 1993 biennium. Lien fees will increase 

from $4 to $10. 
2. The fees currently allocated to the counties for the purpose of performing certain registration and titling duties will 

continue to generate $1,300,000 per year. But due to the phase-in of state assumption, 40% will be available to the 
general fund in FY92 and 100% in FY93. 

3. Registration fees for off-highway vehicles (OHV) will increase from $2 to $5. 
4. Additional FTE will be added to the Driver Services Bureau of the Department of Justice to implement the provisions of 

this bill. Approximately 77.00 FTE will be added on a staggered hiring schedule during FY92 and approximately 148.00 FTE 
will be hired by the beginning of FY93. 

5. Current law is represented by the executive budget recommendation for the Driver Services Bureau of the Department of 
Justice. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
Department of Justice-Driver Services Bureau 
Expenditures: 

FTE 
Personal Services 
Operating Costs 
Equipment 

Total 
Funding: 
General Fund 
Revenues: 
Lien Fees (01) 
OHV Reg. Fees (01) 
County Fees Transferred (01) 

Total 

Current Law 
86.05 

2,001,700 
656,300 

56,500 
2,714,500 

2,714,500 

540,000 
14,000 

0 
554,000 

FY '92 
Proposed Law 

163.05 
3,364,400 
1,263,400 

175,200 
4,803,000 

4,803,000 

1,350,000 
35,000 

520,000 
1,905,000 

Nee ImpaQ:C"~g) 
Z--8-7; 

ROD SUNDSTED. BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Difference 
77.00 

1,362,700 
607,100 
118 700 

2,088,500 

2,088,500 

810,000 
21,000 

520,000 
1,351,000 

( 737. 500) 

FY '93 
Current Law Pro11osed Law Difference 

86.05 234.05 148.00 
2,000,300 4,262,300 2,262,000 

651,400 1,360,800 709,400 
56 300 189 300 133 I 000 

2,708,000 5,812,400 3,104,400 

2,708,000 5,812,400 3,104,400 

540,000 1,350,000 810,000 
14,000 35,000 21,000 

_Q 1 300 000 1 300 000 
554,000 2,685,000 2,131,000 

(973,400) 

OR 
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~FFECT ON COUNTY OR OTHER LOCAL REVENlJE OR EXPENDITURES: 

County revenues would be reduced by up to $1,300,000 per year by the provisions of this act transferring to the state 
general fund those fees currently allocated by law to the counties for the purpose of performing titling and 
registration duties. County expenditures would be reduced due to a reduction in staff and facilities currently 
necessary to perform the duties of titling and registration. 

LQNG-RANGE EFFECTS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

The ongoing expenses of the proposed changes would not be expected to change significantly from the 1993 biennium. The 
establishment of a single statewide management system and data network may provide for future cost savings or revenue 
increases through system enhancements. 

TECHNICAL NOTES: 

The bill contains several sections where fees were increased above the level intended and other sections where fees 
were not increased, as intended, in the bill draft request. 

NCf'K 




