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INTRODUCED BY REAM, HALLIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
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FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
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ENGROSSING REPORT. 
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FIRST READING. 
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AYES, 50; NOES, O. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 
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RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 
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REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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A BI[,L FOR F,N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF RECEIVING HANDICAPPED 

LICENSE PLATES, PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES, OR, IF HE WAS A 

PRISONER OF WAR, PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-444, 61-3-451, 61-3-453, AND 61-3-455, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-444, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-444. Special license plates ex-pr i saner of 

war. 1.!l A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

and was captured and held prisoner by a military force of a 

foreign nation, documented by his service record, upo11 

written application on the form prescribed by the 

department, must be issued license plates inscribed with the 

words 11 ex-prisoner of war 11
, or such abbreviation as the 

department considers appropriate, and three or four 

consecutive numbers. 

{?L~_mo_tor_ vehicle owner who meets the criteria in 

subsect·on (1) and who also meets the criteria in 

~!_:l.=45_Ul) must receive the pl~~-~s __ p_~_Siv~ded __ K~_r in 
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LC 1551/01 

subsection (1) upon payment_Qt_~_fee of $5." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-451. Special license plates -- disabled veterans. 

(1) Any ~ person who is a veteran of the armed services of 

the United States and 100% disabled because of an injury 

wrt.±eh that has been determined by the veterans 

administration to be service connected and who is a resident 

of the state of Montana and who is the owner of a passenger 

automobile or of a truck up to and including th~ee-~~~rter ! 

ton GVW-rated capacity ~he~± must be provided with specially 

inscribed license plates upon payment of a fee of $5 for 

~tteh the automobile or truck and upon proof of 100% 

service-connected disability. 

(2) The department of justice shall assign to each 

veteran qualified under subsection (1) who applies according 

to the rules of the department a registration designation 

bearing the letters and character ''DV-'' followed by three or 

four consecutive numbers, and the department shall issue to 

the disabled veteran two special license plates bearing the 

inscription assigned to him or, at the option of the 

disabled v~ter~~!_ __ special license plates as provided in 

61-3-445. 

[3) The special license plates may be reregistered or 

renew,_•d upon payment of ::.he fees required in subsection {l) 

and compliance with the rule~ of the department.'' 

-2-
INTRODUCED BILL 

HO ~s? 
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Section 3. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-453. Disabled veterans' plates limited to one 

3 automobile or truck -- personalized plates. 1!..l. Ne ~ 

4 disabled veteran is~ entitled to special license plates 

5 for disabled vete[ans under 61-3-451 fo~ more than one 

6 passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 
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13 

three-qtta~ter l ton GVW-rated capacity. 

(2) Upon submitting the application pLovided for in 

61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in 

§_1-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive _personalized 

disabled veteran license plates.u 

Section '1. Section 61-3-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-455. Violation a misdemeanor. Any ~ person who 

14 violates 61-3-452 or 61-3-453 or who knowingly and 

15 wrongfully attempts to secure free license plates under 

16 61-3-451 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a 

17 fine of not less than $100 or imprisonment for not more than 

18 30 days, or both. 11 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act J is 

20 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3-



STATE OF MONTANA - FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request. there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for HBO557, as introduced. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

The bill provides a disabled veteran the option of receiving handicapped license plates, personalized license plates, or, if 
he or she was a prisoner of war, prisoner of war license plates. 

ASSUMPJI_ONS: 

1. The bill provides additional options for disabled veterans but retains the same basic fee schedule: $25 for 
personalized license plates and $5 for other special plates. It is assumed that this bill will have no impact on 
revenue or the overall expenses of producing personalized or special plates. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

None. 

EFFECT ON COUNTY_QROTHER LOCAL REVENUES OR EXPENDITURES: 

None. 

~3-6-7/ 
ROD SUNDSTED, BUDGET DIRECTOR DATE 

~~ 
ROBERT R. (BOB) REAM, PRIMARY SPONSOR 

;;;)-i-ci, 
DATE 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 
Fiscal Nole for lll\()557_, as introduced t-Je 5'J7 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

~~557 
INTRODUCED BY ~ ~ 

A BILL FOR f,N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF RECEIVING HANDICAPPED 

LICENSE PLATES, PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES, OR, IF HE WAS A 

PRISONER OF WAR, PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-444, 61-3-451, 61-3-453, AND 61-3-455, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-444, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-44~. Special license plates ex-prisoner of 

war. DJ.. A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

and was captured and held prisoner by a military force of a 

foreign nation, documented by his service record, upon 

written application on the form prescribed by the 

department, must be issued license plates inscribed with the 

words 11 ex-prisoner of war 11
, or such abbreviation as the 

department, considers appropriate, and three or four 

consecutive numbers. 

( 2) A motor vehicle owne1::_ who mee_!_s~_~tye er i ter ia in 

subsect · on ___ Q 1 and who also meet~ the criteriA in 
-~---~-

§!_::-J_:-!_~U 1) must receive the plate~_p_r_.9vided , for in 
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subsection (1) upon payment of a fee of $5. 11 

Section 2. Section 61-3-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-451. Special license plates -- disabled veterans. 

(1) Any ~ person who is a veteran of the armed services of 

the United States and 100\ disabled because of an injury 

wh-i:-eh that has been determined by the veterans 

administration to be service connected and who is a resident 

of the state of Montana and who is the owner of a passenger 

automobile or of a truck up to and including three-quarter l 
ton GVW-rated capacity ~hall must be provided with specially 

inscribed license plates upon payment of a fee of $5 for 

~tteh the automobile or truck and upon proof of 100\ 

service-connected disability, 

12) The department of justice shall assign to each 

veteran qualified under subsection (1) who applies according 

to the rules of the department a registration designation 

bearing the letters and character 11 DV- 1
' followed by three or 

four consecutive numbers, and the department shall issue to 

the disabled veteran two special license plates bearing the 

inscription assigned to him or, at the option of the 

disabled veteran, special license pl~!es as ~rovided in 

61-3-445. 

{3} The special license plates may be reregistered or 

renew~d upon payment of the fees required in subsection (1) 

and compliance with the rules of the department." 

SECOND READING 
-2-

HO 557 
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l S.Ction a. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read: 

2 •61-3-453. Disab1ed veterans• plates limited to one 

3 automot>ile or truck -- personalized plates. ill Ho ~ 

4 disabled veteran is not entitled to special license plates 

5 for d.isabled veterans unde.r 61-3-451 for more than one 

6 passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 

7 three.-qaart:er !. ton GVW-rated capacity. 

8 (2) Upon sub~it-tinq the application provided for in 

9 61-3-405 and pay111ent of the $25 fee provided for in 

10 61-3-406, a disabled vete~an must receive personalized 

11 disaJ?led:· veter.an license plates." 

12 SJN;tiQn.11. Section 61-3-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 "--61-3-455... Violation a. mi-sdeaeanor-. Any ~ person who 

14 violat.ea 61-3-452 or 61-3-453 or who knowingly and 

15. wxonqfully at,t<ampts to secure - license plat.es under 

16 61-3-451 shall be guilty of a aisdemeanor and punished by a 

17 fine of not less than $100 or imprisonment for not more than 

18 30 da~s, or both." 

19 KEW SECTIOK. Sectien.5, Effective•date. [This act) is 

20 effective-- on passag~ .. and approv-aJ. 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED BY ~~=2' ____ _ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF RECEIVING HANDICAPPED 

LICENSE PLATES, PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES, OR, IF HE WAS A 

PRISONER OF WAR, PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATES; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-444, 61-3-451, 61-3-453, AND 61-3-455, MCA; 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-J-444, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-441. Special license plates ex-prisoner of 

war • .L!J. A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

and was captured and held prisoner by a military force of a 

foteign nation, documented by his service record, upon 

written application on the form prescribed by the 

department, must be issued license plates inscribed with the 

words "ex-prisoner of war", or such abbreviation as the 

department considers appropriate, and three or four 

consecutive numbers, 

~ motor vehicle owner who meets the cr__!_!_eria _ _i__!l 

sub~~-~ ·o~ __ l_lJ and who also meets the cri_t_~~•~ __ i_~ 

§~_:-l_:-~1J_1) must receive the pla~s. __ p_r_9vided for in 
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subsection tl) upon payment~ fee of $5." 

Section 2. Section 61-3-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-451. Special license plates -- disabled veterans. 

(1) Any ~ person who is a veteran of the armed services of 

the United States and 100\ disabled because of an injury 

whi-ch that has been determined by the veterans 

administration to be service connected an<l who is a resident 

of the state of Montana and who is the owner of a passenger 

automobile or of a truck up to and including three-qttarter ! 

ton GVW-rated capacity shal¼ must be provided with specially 

inscribed license plates upon payment of a fee of $5 for 

sttch the automobile or truck and upon proof of 100% 

service-connected disability. 

(2) The department of justice shall assign to each 

veteran qualified under subsection (1) who applies according 

to the rules of the department a registration designation 

bearing the letters and character "DV-'' followed by three or 

four consecutive numbers, and the department shall issue to 

the disabled veteran two special license plates bearing the 

inscription assigned to him or, at the option of the 

disabled veteran, -~pec~ _ _Jicense plates as provided in 

61-J-445. 

(3) The special license plates may be reregistered or 

rene\,,,•,•J. upon payment of the fees required in subsection (lJ 

and c~,mpliance with the rule~ of the department." 

THIRD READING 
-2-

HO 5S7 
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l Section 3. Section 61-3-453, KCA, is amended to cead: 

2 •61-3-453. Disabled veterans• plates limited to one 

3 automobile or truck -- personalized plates. ill Ne ~ 

4 disabled veteran is not entitled to special license plates 

5 for disabled veterans under 61-3-451 for more than one 

6 passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 

7 tft~~~-qttarter ! ton GVW-rated capacity. 

8 (2) upon submitting the application provided for in 

9 61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided foe in 

10 61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized 

11 disabled veteran license E_lates." 

12 Section 4. Section 61-3-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 •,1-3-455. Violation a misdemeanor. ~ny ~ person who 

14 violates 61-3-452 oc 61-J-453 or who knowingly and 

15 wrongfully attempts to secure free license plates under 

16 61-3-451 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a 

17 fine of not less than $100 or imprisonment for not more than 

18 30 days, or both." 

19 Nt:w SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act I is 

20 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-]-
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SENATE STARDIRG COMMITTEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT, 

Page 1 of 1 
March 28, 1991 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 557 (third reading copy -­
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 557 be amended and 
as so amended be concurred in, 

1. Page 3, line 19. 
Following, line 18 
Insert, "NEW SECTION. Section 5. Coordination instruction. If 

Senate Bill No. 191, including amendments incorporating into 
61-3-332 provisions allowing a disabled veteran the option 
of receiving a handicapped license plate or, if qualified, 
an ex-prisoner of war license plate, is passed and approved, 

(1) [sections 1 and 2 of this act] are void; and 
(2) in 61-3-455, the code commissioner shall change 

"61-3-451" to "61-3-332"." 
Renumber, subsequent section 

i1f: /!;?.: ~ -'11 
-5 ~ !3-.i?-Es /0 :~ 
Sec. of Senate 

SENATE 
f/8S"S1 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 557 

INTRODUCED BY REAM, HALLIGAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

DISABLED VETERAN HAS THE OPTION OF RECEIVING HANDICAPPED 

LICENSE PLATES, PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES, OR, IF HE WAS A 

PRISONER OF WAR, PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATES, AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-444, 61-3-451, 61-3-453, AND 61-3-455, MCA, 

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-444, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-444. Special license plates ell:-prisoner of 

war. 1!l A motor vehicle owner and resident of this state 

who is a veteran of the armed services of the United States 

and was captured and held prisoner by a military force of a 

foreign nation, documented by his service record, upon 

written application on the form prescribed by the 

department, must be issued license plates inscribed with the 

words "ex-prisoner of war 11
, or such abbreviation as the 

department considers appropriate, and three or four 

consecutive numbers. 

ill A motor vehicle owner who meets the criteria in 

subsection ill and who also meets the criteria in 

61-3-451(1) must receive the plates provided for in 

~ .... ,..,;, ... , •• c...-
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subsection (1) upon payment of a fee of $5." 

Section 2. section 61-3-451, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-3-451. Special license plates -- disabled veterans. 

(1) A"Y ~ person who is a veteran of the armed services of 

the United States and 100\ disabled because of an injury 

wh:ieh: that has been determined by the veterans 

administration to be service connected and who is a resident 

of the state of Montana and who is the owner of a passenger 

automobile or of a truck up to and including C"r@~-~ttar~@r ! 

ton GVW-rated capacity s"a¼% must be provided with specially 

inscribed license plates upon payment of a fee of $5 for 

s~e" the automobile or truck and upon proof of 100% 

service-connected disability. 

(2) The department of justice shall assign to each 

veteran qualified under subsection (1) who applies according 

to the rules of the department a registration designation 

bearing the letters and character 11 DV- .. followed by three or 

four consecutive numbers, and the department shall issue to 

the disabled veteran two special license plates bearing the 

inscription assigned to him or, at the option of the 

disabled v~teran, special license plates as provided in 

61-3-445. 

(3) The special license plates may be reregistered or 

renewed upon payment of the fees required in subsection (1) 

and compliance with the rules of the department." 

-2- HB 557 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS Al-ENDED 
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Section 3. Section 61-3-453, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-453. Disabled veterans' plates limited to one 

autoaobile or truck personalized plates. 1.!1 No ~ 

disabled veteran is not entitled to special license plates 

for disabled veterans under 61-3-451 for more than one 

6 passenger automobile or one truck up to and including 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

three-quarter! ton GVW-rated capacity. 

(2) Upon submitting the application provided for in 

61-3-405 and payment of the $25 fee provided for in 

61-3-406, a disabled veteran must receive personalized 

disabled veteran license plates." 

Section 4. section 61-3-455, MCA, is amended to read: 

13 •61-3-455. Violation a aisdemeanor. APl:y ~ person who 

14 violates 61-3-452 or 61-3-453 or who knowingly and 

15 wrongfully attempts to secure free license plates under 

16 61-3-451 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a 

17 fine of not less than $100 or imprisonment for not more than 

18 30 days, or botha" 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. IF 

SENATE BILL NO. 191, INCLUDING AMENDMENTS INCORPORATING INTO 

61-3-332 PROVISIONS ALLOWING A DISABLED VETERAN THE OPTION 

OF RECEIVING A HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATE OR, IF QUALIFIED, 

AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR LICENSE PLATE, IS PASSED AND APPROVED: 

(l) [SECTIONS l AND 2 OF THIS ACT) ARE VOID; AND 

121__ IN 61-3-455_, THE CODE COMMISSIONER SHALL CHANGE 

-3- HB 557 
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3 

HB 0557/02 

"61.-3-451" TO 11 61-3-332". 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Effective date. [This act) is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 557 


