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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT, RULES RELATING TO 

ACCREDITATION STANDARDS AND CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS UNLESS THE 

LEGISLATURE SPECIFICALLY ACTS TO APPROVE AND TO FUND THE 

RULES; AMENDING SECTION 20-2-115, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-2-115, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-2-115. Rules with substantial financial impact -­

fiscal note -- effect without funding. (1) When developing 

rules, policies, and standards under 20-2-121(6), (7), {9), 

and (11), the board of public education shallL before 

publishing the rules, policies, and standards in the Montana 

Administrative Register and before proposing to adopt them 

as rules under the Montana Administrative Procedure Act~ 

determine the financial impact of the rule, policy, or 

standard on school districts. 

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall 

prepare a fiscal note for submission to the board, using 

criteria and assumptions developed by the board. The fiscal 
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note must be prepared within 30 days of a request unless the 

board agrees to a longer time. The board may also accept 

ocher testimony and exhibits on the financial impact to 

school districts be£o~e-p~oeeedin9-to-rtt¼effl8~i~9. 

(3) If the financial impact of the--propo~ed ~ rule, 

policy, or standard that the board wishes_!9~ose for 

future adoption under the Montana Administrative Procedure 

Act is found by the board to be substantial, the bodrd may 

~ot-ifflp¼eme~t-the-rtt¼e--ttnti¼--d~iy--i--Eo¼¼owing--the--next 

re;tll~r--ieg±~¼e~i~e--~e~~iort--e~d shall request the next 

l~gislature to ~p~~ve and to fund imp¼ementatio~-of through 

the foundation program the propo~ed rule, policy, or 

standard tnro~gh--the--fottndatio~--program that the board 

wishes to propose, under the Montana Administrative 

Procedure Act, for future adoption. The board may not 

propose and adopt a rule, policy, or standard required to be 

submitted to the legislature unless the legislature approves 

and funds it. A substantial financial impact is an amount 

that cannot be readily absorbed in the budget of an existing 

school district program. 

t4t--A--proposed--rtl¼e,-po¼½ey,-or-~tandard-no~-£ottnd-by 

the-boa~d-t~-ha~e-a-~ttb~tant±ai-£±na~eia½-±mpaet--on--~chooi 

distriets-o~-ftlnd~d-by-the-ieg±s½atttre-mey-be-im~iemented-at 

e:ny--tim~-.-" 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is 
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1 effective on passage and approval. 
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