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A BI.L~ Fjl_R AN ACT ~n, "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE~LAY -.OF 
l/,~~'.-'""'•,J1c __ "" . · (J~ 

'sPORTS TAB GAMES; TO RAIS~RICE THAT MAY BE C ARCED FOR 
c/ 

A SPORTS POOL CHANCE; TO RAISE THE TOTAL AMOUNT THAT MAY BE 

PAID TO WINNERS OF A SPORTS POOL; AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-5-501, 23-5-502, AND 23-5-503, MCA; AND PUOVIDING AN 

I~E EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STP.TS OF MONTANA: 

SectiO'.l 1. Section 23-5-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-501. Definitions. As used in this part, unless 

the context clearly requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(l) nNonprofit organization" means a charitable, 

religious, scholastic, educational, veterans', fraternal, 

beneficial, civic, or service organization, other than one 

established for the purpose of conducting or participating 

in a sports pool. 

(2) ''Sports pool'' means a card divided into squares or 

spaces, with the names of the participants in the pool 

written within ~t1eh the squares or spac~s, for which 

consideration in money is paid by the person playing for 

e~ch square or spciCe for the chance to win mo11ey or othet 
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items of value on any sports event wherei~ in which the 

participants in ~tten the sports event are natural persons or 

animals. 

{ 3} "Sports tab'.' --~eans a card to which 100 t.abs are 

attached that have 100 different combinations for which 

consideration in money is paid by the person playing for 

each tab for the chance to win money or other items of value 

on any __ spar-ts event in which the participants in the sports 

event are __ I!~_tural _eersons or animals." 

Section 2. Section 23-5-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-502. Sports pools and __?£2~~~ tabs authorized. 

Conducting ot participating in sports pools and spo~ts tabs 

as defined and govetned in this part is lawful.'' 

Section 3. Section 23-5-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-5-503. Rules. (1) The catd used fot recording the 

sports pool or sports tab and upon which the squares.!.. or 

spaces, or tabs appear ~h~¼l must clearly indicate in 

advance of the sale of any chances the number of chances to 

be sold in that specific ~rts pool ~rts tab, the name 

o[ the event, the consideration to be paid far each chance, 

and the total amount to be paid to the winners. 

(2) P. chance to participate in a spor:s pool ~.'?~ts 

tab m3y not be sold other than upon the premises ~n which 

the sp..._,rts pool ~:__s_1?_9_r~s Lab is conducted. An individual 

cli.i:h~t-. to p-1rticipate in a SiJOrts pool may r,ot be sold for a 

-2-
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1 consideration in excess of $5 $100, and the total amount to 

2 be paid to the winners of any individual sports pool may not 

3 exceed the value of $598 $10,000. Except as provided in 

4 subsection (3), the winner of any sports pool shall receive 

5 a 100% payout of the value of the sports pool. An individu_9__l 

6 chance to participate in a sports tab may be sold for a~_ 

7 consideration, and except as provided in subsection (3), the 

8 total amount to be paid to the winners of any inJividual 

9 sports tab must be at least 90% of the total arncunt paid for 

10 all tabs sold. The operator of -~_be -~p_orts tab game ~ 

11 retain the remaining money for administrative and other 

12 

13 

14 

15 

expenses. 

to 

the 

(3) A nonprofit organization that maintains and opens 

inspection upon reasonable demand records to verify that 

retained portion is used to support charitable 

16 activities, scholarships or educacional grants, or community 

17 service projects may retain up to 50\ of the value of a 

18 sports pool ~r--~~_r_ts tab. 11 

19 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act I is 

20 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON BUSINESS 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPl'ENT 

HOUSE BILL NO, 503 

INTRODUCED BY DAILY, LYNCH, HARRINGTON, MENAHAN, PIPINICH, 

STRIZICH, QUILICI, G. BECK, SOUTHWORTH, MCCARTHY, LARSON, 

NISBET, JACOBSON, STIMATZ, D. BROWN, GERVAIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE PLAY OF 

SPORTS TAB GAMES; '1'8-RArSH-'l'HB-PRreB-'l'HA'l'-MA¥-BB-eHARSBB-P8R 

A--SP8R'l'S-POOb-eHAN€BT-~-RArSB-'fllB-'1'8'1'Ab-AM8BN'l'-'l'HA'l'-MA¥-BB 

PArB--'l'e--WrNNBRS--8P--A--SP8R'l'S--P00bT AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-5-501, 23-5-502, AND 23-5-503, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMBB'EA'l'H EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

the 

Section 1. Section 23-5-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-501. Definitions. As used in this part, unless 

context clearly requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Nonprofit organization" means a charitable, 

religious, scholastic, educational, veterans', fraternal, 

beneficial, civic, or service organization, other than one 

established for the purpose of conducting or participating 

in a sports pool. 

(2) "Sports pool" means a card divided into squares ur 

spacesT with the names of the participants in the poJl 

written within ~tleh the squares or spaces, for which 

~n• "•'"""' cou~,, 
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consideration in money is paid by the person playing for 

each square or space for the chance to win money or other 

items of value on any sports event where±n in which the 

participants in soeh the sports event are natural persons or 

animals. 

(3) "SPORTS TAB" MEANS A FOLDED OR BANDED TICKET WITH A 

FACE COVERED TO CONCEAL A COMBINATION OF TWO NUMBERS, WITH 

EACH NUMBER RANGING FROM ZERO THROUGH NINE. 

t3t(4) "Sports tab GAME" means a GAMBLING ENTERPRISE 

CONDUCTED ON A card to which ¼88 SPORTS tabs are attached 

tfta~-ha¥e-½98-d±E£erent-eomb±nations-rer-whieh-eons±derat±on 

¼n-meney-±s-paid-by-the--perseft--p¼ay±n9--£or--eaeh--tab. A 

PERSON MAY PURCHASE A SPORTS_ TAB FROM THE CARD for the 

chance to win money or other items of value on~~ sports 

event i"--wh±eh--the--pertieipants--±n-the-sperts-event-are 

nat~ra¼-2ersons-or-a"±male AS PROVIDED IN 23-5-503. 11 

Section 2. Section 23-5-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-502. Sports pools and spcrts tsbs TAB GAMES 

authorized. Conducting or participating in sports pools and 

sports tabs TAB GAMES as defined and governed in this part 

is lawful." 

Section 3. section 23-5-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-503. Rules. (1) The card used for ~eee~d¼ftg 

CONDUCTING the sports pool or sports tab GAME and upon which 

the squaresL or spaces.L.....2.!_ SPORTS tabs appear e~e½% must; 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 503 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0503/02 

ill_ clearly indicate in advance of the sale of any 

chances the number of chances to be sold in that specific 

~ pool or sports tab GAME, the name of the event, the 

consideration to be paid for each chance, and the total 

amount to be paid to the winners: AND 

(B) CONTAIN 100 SPORTS TABS, WITH EACH TAB CONTAINING A 

DIFFERENT COMBINATION OF NUMBERS. THE SPORTS TABS MUST BE 

PURCHASED FROM A MANUFACTURER LICENSED UNDER 23-5-152. 

(2) A SPORTS TAB OR A chance to participate in a sports 

pool or--spor~s--~ae may not be sold other than upon the 

premises in which the sports pool or sports tab GAME is 

conducted. An individual chance to participate in a sports 

pool may not be sold for a consideration in excess of $5 

$¼98 ll, and the total amount to be paid to the winners of 

any individual sports pool may not exceed the value of $588 

$18,888 $500. Except as provided in subsection (3), the 

winner of any sports pool shall receive a 100% payout of the 

value of the sports pool. Aft---±ftdi~±d~e~---eft8~ee---to 

~e~t±eipate---¼n--a ~ sports tab may be sold for any 

consideration, NOT EXCEEDING $5, AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE 

PAID TO THE WINNERS OF ANY INDIVIDUAL SPORTS TAB MAY NOT 

EXCEED $500, and except as provided in subsection (3), the 

total amount to be paid to the winners of any individual 

sports tab GAME must be at least 90% of the total amount 

paid for all SPORTS tabs sold. ~he operator of the sports 

-3- RB 503 
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tab game may retain the remaining money for administrative 

and other expenses. 

(3} A nonprofit organization that maintains and opens 

to inspection upon reasonable demand records to verify that 

the retained portion is used to support charitable 

activities, scholarships or educational grants, or community 

service projects may retain up to 50% of the value of a 

sports pool or 50% OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAID FOR ALL sports 

t"b TABS SOLD. 

(4) (A) A SPORTS TAB GAME MAY BE CONDUCTED ONLY IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH A SPORTS EVENT IN WHICH THE PARTICIPANTS IN 

THE EVENT ARE NATURAL PERSONS. 

[8) A WINNER IN A SPORTS TAB GAME IS DETERMINED BY 

MATCHING THE NUMBERS ON THE SPORTS TAB WITH THE LAST OR THE 

ONLY DIGIT OF THE SCORE OF THE SPORTS EVENT AT SPECIFIED 

INTERVALS DURING THE EVENT OR AT THE END OF THE EVENT." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act J is 

effective Oft-~a~~eq~-an~-appreve¼ JULY 1, 1991. 

-End-

-4- HB 503 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 503 

INTRODUCED BY DAILY, LYNCH, HARRINGTON, MENAHAN, PIPINICH, 

STRIZICH, QUILICI, G. BECK, SOUTHWORTH, MCCARTHY, LARSON, 

NISBET, JACOBSON, STIMATZ, D. BROWN, GERVAIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE PLAY OF 

SPORTS TAB GAMES; T0-RAfSB-THB-PRfBB-THAT-MA¥-BB-eHAR8BB-P0R 

A--SP0RTS-P00b-BHANBB~-T0-RAf5B-TBB-T0TAb-AM08NT-THAT-MA¥-BB 

PAfB--T0--WfNNBRS--0P--A--SP0RTS--P00b~ AMENDING SECTIONS 

23-5-501, 23-5-502, AND 23-5-503, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

fMMBBtATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

the 

Section 1. Section 23-5-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

~23-5-501. Definitions. As used in this part, unless 

context clearly requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Nonprofit organization" means a charitable, 

religious, scholastic, educational, veterans', fraternal, 

beneficial, civic, or service organization, other than one 

established for the purpose of conducting or participating 

in a sports pool. 

(2) "Sports pool., means a card divided into squares or 

spaces, with the names of the participants in the pool 

written within st1eh the squares or spaces, for which 
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consideration in money is paid by the person playing for 

each square or space for the chance to win money or other 

items of value on any sports event where±ft in which the 

participants in stteh the sports event are natural persons or 

animals. 

(3) "SPORTS TAB" MEANS A FOLDED OR BANDED TICKET WITH A 

FACE COVERED TO CONCEAL A COMBINATION OF TWO NUMBERS, WITH 

EACH NUMBER RANGING FROM ZERO THROUGH NINE. 

t3t(4) "Sports tab GAME" means a GAMBLING ENTERPRISE 

CONDUCTED ON A card to which ¼88 ~ tabs are attached 

~ha~-ftave-l88-d±££eren~-eemb¼nations-fer-wh¼eh-eon9idera~±oft 

¼n-money-¼8-pa¼d-~y-~he--persen--p¼aying--£or--eaeh--tab. A 

PERSON MAY PURCHASE A SPORTS TAB FROM THE CARD for the 

chance to win money or other items of value on !!!!I.~ sports 

~ in--wh±eh--the--pa~~¼eipants--±ft-the-epor~s-e~ent-are 

ne:tt1ra¼-~er!tefts-or-anima½:~ AS PROVIDED IN 23-5-503. 11 

Section 2. Section 23-5-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-502. Sports pools and sports ~abs TAB GAMES 

authorized. Conducting or participating in sports pools and 

sports ~abs TAB GAMES as defined and governed in this part 

is lawful." 

Section 3. Section 23-5-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-503. Rules. (l} The card used for r~eordin9 

CONDUCTING the ~__12_0r.t_~ pool or sports tab GAME and upon which 

the squaresL or spdces~ SPORTS tabs appear sha¼¼ ~ 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 503 
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ill clearly indicate in advance of the sale of any 

chances the number of chances to be sold in that specific 

sports_ pool or sports tab GAME, the name of the event, the 

consideration to be paid for each chance, and the total 

amount to be paid to the winners; AND 

(B) CONTAIN 100 SPORTS TABS, WITH EACH TAB CONTAINING A 

DIFFERENT COMBINATION OF NUMBERS. THE SPORTS TABS MUST BE 

PURCHASED FROM A MANUFACTURER LICENSED UNDER 23-5-152. 

(2) A SPORTS TAB OR A chance to participate in a sports 

pool or--sports--tsb may not be sold other than upon the 

premises in which the sports pool or sports tab GAME is 

conducted. An individual chance to participate in a sports 

pool may not be sold for a consideration in excess of $5 

$¼89 $5, and the total amount to be paid to the winners of 

any individual sports pool may not exceed the value of $588 

$10,898 liQ_Q_. Except as provided in subsection 13), the 

winner of any sports pool shall receive a 100% payout of the 

value of the sports pool. An---tndtvt~~aT---ehsfte@---to 

part¼e¼pete---tn--a ~ sports tab may be sold for any 

20 consideration, NOT EXCEEDING $5, AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE 

21 PAID TO THE WINNERS OF ANY INDIVIDUAL SPORTS TAB MAY NOT 

22 EXCEED $500, and except as provided in subsection (3), the 

23 total amount to be paid to the winners of any individual 

24 s~orts tab GAME must be at least 90% of the total amount 

25 paid for all SPORTS tabs sold. The operator of the sports 

-3- HB 503 
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tab game may retain the remaining money for administrative 

and other expenses. 

(3) A nonprofit organization that maintains and opens 

to inspection upon reasonable demand records to verify that 

the retained portion is used to support charitable 

activities, scholarships or educational grants, or community 

service projects may retain up to 50\ of the value of a 

sports pool or 50\ OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAID FOR ALL sports 

t~b TABS SOLD. 

(4) (A) A SPORTS TAB GAME MAY BE CONDUCTED ONLY IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH A SPORTS EVENT IN WHICH THE PARTICIPANTS IN 

THE EVENT ARE NATURAL PERSONS. 

(B) A WINNER IN A SPORTS TAB GAME IS DETERMINED BY 

MATCHING THE NUMBERS ON THE SPORTS TAB WITH THE LAST OR THE 

ONLY DIGIT OF THE SCORE OF THE SPORTS EVENT AT SPECIFIED 

INTERVALS DURING THE EVENT OR AT THE END OF THE EVENT." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on-pe3saqe-end-appreva¼ JULY 1, 1991. 

-End-

-4- HB 503 
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HOUSE BILL NO, 503 

INTRODUCED BY DAILY, LYNCH, HARRINGTON, MENAHAN, PIPINICH, 

STRIZICH, QUILICI, G. BECK, SOUTHWORTH, MCCARTHY, LARSON, 

NISBET, JACOBSON, STIMATZ, D. BROWN, GERVAIS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW THE PLAY OF 

SPORTS TAB GAMES: '!6-RAISB-~HB-PRleB-~HA~-MA¥-BB-eBAR6BB-P9R 

A--SP8R~S-P08h-e1111NeB~-'!6-RAISB-~HB-'P8'l'M>-AM8HN~-~HA~--¥-BB 

PAtB-~8-WINNBRS-eP-A-SP0R~S-P88h~ TO IMPOSE A TAX ON SPORTS 

TABS; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-5-501, 23-5-502, AND 23-5-503, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMBBIA~B EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

the 

Section 1. Section 23-5-501, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-s-soi. Definitions. As used in this part, unless 

context clearly requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

( 1) "Nonprofit organization" means a charitable, 

religious, scholastic, educational, veterans', fraternal, 

beneficial, civic, or service organization, other than one 

established for the purpose of conducting or participating 

in a sports pool. 

( 2} ."Sports pool" means a card divided into squares or 

spaces, with the names of the pacticipants in the pool 

wcitten within ettch the squares or spaces, for which 

~-,..,,,.,, •• ca,mdf 
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consideration in money is paid by the person playing for 

each square or space for the chance to win money or other 

items of value on any sports event wherein in which the 

particip~nts in stteh the sports event are natural persons or 

animals. 

(3) ""SPORTS TAB" MEANS A FOLDED OR BANDED TICKET WITH A 

FACE COVERED TO CONCEAL A COMBINATION OF TWO NUMBERS, WITH 

EACH NUMBER RANGING FROM ZERO THROUGH NINE. 

t3t(4) "Sports tab GAME" means a GAMBLING ENTERPRISE 

CONDUCTED ON A card to which ¼88 SPORTS tabs are attached 

thae-have-¼99-ftifferent-eem9ina~iens-~er-vftieh-censideraC¼en 

in-maney-is-paid-by-Che--persen--p¼aying--fer--eaeh--~ab. A 

PERSON MAY PURCHASE A SPORTS TAB FROM THE CARD for the 

chance to win money or other items of value on~~ ~rts 

event in--whieh--the--partieipan~s--in-th~-speres-e•ent-are 

l'!latttra¼-!!_ersene-er-ani111a¼s AS PROVIDED IN 23-5-503." 

Section 2. section 23-5-502, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-5D2. Sports pools and sports tabs TAB GAMES 

authorized. Conducting or participating in sports pools and 

sports tabs TAB GAMES as defined and governed in this part 

is lawful." 

Section 3. Section 23-5-503, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-503. Rules. (l) ill The card used for reeording 

CONDUCTING the sports pool or sports tab GAME and upon which 

the squaresL er spaces~ SPORTS tabs appear sha¼¼ must~ 

-2- CORRECTED HB 503 
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.t!.1 clearly indicate in advance of the sale of any 

chances the numb~r of chances to be sold in that specific 

~ pool or sports tab GAME, the name of the event, the 

consideration to be paid for each chance, and the total 

amount to be paid to the winners~-ANB. 

(Bl IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS IN SUBSECTION 

(l)(Al, THE_CARD USED FOR CONDUCTING A SPORTS TAB GAME MUST 

CONTAIN 100 SPORTS TABS, WITH EACH TAB CONTAINING A 

DIFFERENT COMBINATION OF NUMBERS. THE SPORTS TABS MUST BE 

PURCHASED FROM A MANUFACTURER LICENSED UNDER 23-5-152. 

(2) A SPORTS TAB OR A chance to participate in a sports 

pool er-sper~a-~a~ may not be sold other than upon the 

premises in which the sports pool or sports tab GAME is 

conducted. An individual chance to participate in a sports 

pool may not be sold for a consideration in excess of $5 

$¼99 $5, and the total amount to be paid to the winners of 

any individual sports pool may not exceed the value of $588 

$½87999 $500. Except as provided in subsection {3), the 

winner of any sports pool shall receive a 100\ payout of the 

value of the sports pool. An--¼nd¼¥¼dttai--ehanee--~e 

par~¼e¼pe~e--¼n--a ! sports tab may be sold for any 

consideration, NOT EXCEEDING ss, AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE 

PAID TO THE WINNERS OF ANY INDIVIDUAL SPORTS TAB MAY NOT 

EXCEED $500, and except as provided in subsection (3), the 

total amount to be paid to'the winners of any individual 

-3- BB 503 
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sports tab GAME must be at least 901 of the total amount 

paid for all SPORTS tabs sold. The operator of the sparts 

tab game may retain the remaining money far administrative 

and other expenses. 

(3} A nonprofit organization that maintains and opens 

to inspection upon reasonable demand records to verify that 

the retained portion is used to support charitable 

activities, scholarships or educational grants, or community 

service projects may retain up to 50\ of the value of a 

sports pool!:,!. 50\ OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT PAID FOR ALL ~ 

tab TABS SOLD. 

(4l (A) A SPORTS TAB GAME MAY BE CONDUCTED ONLY IN 

CONJUNCTION WITH A SPORTS EVENT IN WHICH THE PARTICIPANTS IN 

THE EVENT ARE NATURAL PERSONS. 

(Bl A WINNER IN A SPORTS TAB GAME IS DETERMINED BY 

MATCHING THE NUMBERS ON THE SPORTS TAB WITH THE LAST OR THE 

ONLY DIGIT OF THE SCORE OF THE SPORTS EVENT AT SPECIFIED 

INTERVALS DURING THE EVENT OR AT THE END OF THE EVENT," 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. TAX ON SPORTS TABS -- PAYMENT 

DISTRIBUTION. (ll A MANUFACTURER LICENSED UNDER 23-5-152 

WHO SELLS SPORTS TABS TO A LICENSED OPERATOR FOR USE IN A 

SPORTS TAB SHALL: 

(Al COLLECT FROM THE OPERATOR, AT THE TIME OF SALE, A 

TAX OF $1 FOR EACH 100 SPORTS TABS SOLD; 

(Bl SUBMIT TO THE DEPARTMENT, WITHIN 15 DAYS AFTER THE 

-4- HB 503 
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END OF EACH CALENDAR QUARTER, THE PROCEEDS OF THE TAX 

COLLECTED UNDER SUBSECTION (l)(A) AND ANY FORMS REQUIRED BY 

THE DEPARTMENT; AND 

{C) KEEP A RECORD OF TAXES COLLECTED AS REQUIRED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT. THE RECORDS MUST BE AVAILABLE FOR 

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL RETAIN THE PROCEEDS FROM THE 

TAX SUBMITTED UNDER SUBSECTION (1) TO ADMINISTER~TllIS PART. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. I This act l is 

effective cn-passa~e-and-approva¼ J_U_LY 1, 1991. 

-End-

-s- HB 503 




