HOUSE BILL NO. 456
INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, COCCHIARELLA, BLAYLOCK,
MCCARTHY, SIMPKINS, HAYNE, FORRESTER
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF POLITICAL PRACTICES
IN THE HOUSE

JANUARY 30, 1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION.

FIRST READING.

FEBRUARY 8, 1991 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL
DO PASS. REPORT ADOPTED.

FEBRUARY 9, 1991 PRINTING REPORT.

FEBRUARY 11, 1991 SECOND READING, DO PASS.

FEBRUARY 12, 1991 ENGROSSING REPORT.

FEBRUARY 13, 1991 THIRD READING, PASSED.

AYES, 99; NOES, 1.
TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

FEBRUARY 14, 1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 5, 1991 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED.

MARCH 6, 1991 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.

MARCH 7, 1991 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 47; NOEsS, 2.
RETURNED TO HOUSE.
IN THE HOUSE
MARCH 8, 1991 RECEIVED FROM SENATE.

SENT TO ENROLLING.



REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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INTRODUCED BY

OF POLITICAL PRACTICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER
OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO
FILE REPORTS; REVISTING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN
CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS
SUBJECT TO REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF
CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226,

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read:
*13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the

electors of Montana and political committees whieh that are

specifiemtly organized to support or oppose a particular
statewide candidate eor-tssue shall file reports:

{a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a
calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar guarter in
which funds are received or expended during the year or

years prinr to the election year thats
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+i¥ the candidate expects to be on the ballot; eor

fitry-an-—issue--aubiect-to-a-referendum-submitted-by-the
legialature-gr-the-people-is-or-is-expected--to--be-~on--the
battots

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year
that an election is to be held and on the 15th and Sth days
next preceding the date on which an election is held and
within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or
more if received between the 10th day before and the day of
the election;

{z) not more than 20 days after the date of the
election; and

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year
following an election until the candidate or political
committee files a closing report as specified in
13-37-228{3).

(2) Political committees ocrganized to support or cppose

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports:

{(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar guarter in

which funds are received or expended during the year or

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot;

{(b) _on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of

each subsequent_month through September;
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{c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on

which an election is held;

{d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the

election and the day of the election;

{€) within 20 days after the election; and

(E) on the 10th day of March and September of each year

following an election until the political committee files a

clesing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

+24(3) Candidates for a state district office,
including but not limited to candidates for the legislature,
public service commission, or district court Jjudge, and
political committees which are specifically organized to
support or oppose a particular state district candidate or
issue shall file reports:

{(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an
election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a
contribution of §$100 or more if received between the 15th
day before and the day of the election;

{b} not more than 20 days after the date of the
election; and

{c) whenever a candidate or political committee files
his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

t31{4) Candidates for any other public office and

pelitical committees which are specifically organized to

_3_

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1328/01

support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required
to file the reports specified in subsection {23(3) only if
the total amount of contributions received or the total
amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign,
excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds
$500, except as provided in 13-37-206.

{4¥{5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee
which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a
particular candidate or ballot issue and which recaives
contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an
election is an independent committee. For the purpose of
reporting, a political party committee is an independent
committee, An independent committee shall file reports:

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;

(b} not more than 20 days after the date of the
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;
and

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar
year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner.

¢5%(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding
the extent to which organizations that are not primary
political committees but are incidental political committees
shall report their politically related activities in

accordance with this chapter.

-4
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t6+(7) All reports required by this section shall be
complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as
specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through t5}(6)
of this section.”

Section 2. section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read:

*13-37-228, Time periods covered by reports. Reports
filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover
the following time periods even though no contributions or
expenditures may have been received or made during the
period:

{1} The initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committée prior to the time that a person became a candidate
or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 wuntil the
fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate
initial report pursuant to subsections (1) through {43}(5} of
13-37-226.

{2) Subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period
of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days
before the date of filing of a report pursuant to
13-37-226(1) through t41(5).-

{3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from
the 1last periodic report to the Einal closing of the books
of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or

pelitical committee shall file a closing report following an
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts
and obligations are extinguished and no further
contributions or expenditures will be received or made which
relate to the campaign, unless the electicn is a primary
election and the candidate or political committee will
participate in the general election.”

Section 3. Ssection 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read:

“13-37-229, Disclosure of contributions received. Each
report required by this chapter shall disclose the following
information:

{1) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the
reporting period;

({2) the full name, and mailing address, toccupation,
and the-prineipal-place-of-business enployer, if anyy, of
each person who has made aggregate contributions; other than

loans, of $35 or more to a candidate or political committee

{including the purchase of tickets and other items for
events, such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar
fundraising events)y-sther-than-iloansy—to-the--candidate--or
politicai-committeey-of=
ta}y--575--or-more-:f-the-candidate-has-fited-for-a-state
cffirce—to-be-filled-by-a-statewide-vote-of-alt-the--electers
of-—-Mantana--or--if-the-petirticat-committes—wan-spectficatiy
organized--to--support--er--eppese -—a--particultar--statewide

ecandtdate-ar- tssue:-or
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tby-~$35-or-mora—fer-any-other—-candidate—-or--potitical
committee;

{3} for each person identified under subsection {2},
the aggregate amount of contributions made by that person
within the reporting period and the total amount of

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods;

(4) the total sum of individual contributions made to
or for the a political committee or candidate and not
reported under subsections (2} and (3) of this section;

(5) the name and address of each political committee or
candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate
received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and
dates of all transfers;

{6) each 1loan from any person during the reporting
pericd, together with the full names, and mailing addresses,
toccupation occupations, and principal--piace--of--business
employers, if any}, of the lender and endorsers, if any, and
the date and amount of each loan;

(7) the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed
to a political committee or candidatas candidate, in the
form prescribed by the commissicner;

(B) an itemized account of proceeds which that total
less than $35~-under--subsection——-t2ytay--er $35 under
subisection-{23tb} from a person from mass collections made

at fundraising events;

LC 1528/01

(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt
not otherwise 1listed under subsections (2) through (8) of
this section during the reporting period;

{10) the total sum of all receipts received by eor for
the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and

{11) other information that may be reguired by the
commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to
suppert or oppose candidates or issues."

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION

&5

INTRODUCED BY

OF POLITICAL PRACTICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER
OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO
FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OoF PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN
CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS
SUBJECT TO REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMFLOYERS QF
CONTRIBUTORS EBE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226,

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for

a state office filled by a statewide wvote of all the

electors of Montana and political committees whieh that are

specifieatty organized to support or oppose a particular
statewide candidate or-issue shall file reports:

fa) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a
calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in
which funds are received or expended during the vyear or

years pri-r to the election year that-
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t+t¥ the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or

tiéy-an--tmane~—subject-to-a-referendum-submitted-by-the
tegiatatura-or—the-peopte-is-or-is-expected--te--be--on--the
betiat;

{b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year
that an election is to be held and on the 15th and Sth days
next preceding the date on which an election is held and
within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or
more if received between the 10th day before and the day of
the eilectian;

f¢c} not more than 20 days after the date of the
election; and

{d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year
following an election until the candidate or peolitical
committee files a closing repcrt as specified in
13-17-228(3}.

{(2) Political committees crganized to support Or oppase

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports:

{a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar guarter in

which funds_are received or expended during the yeatr or

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a

referendum 15 or is expected to be on the ballot;

{(by o©n the 10th day of March arnd on the 10th day of

each subhsegquent _month through September;
SECOND READING
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(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on

which an election is held;

{d) within 24 hours after receiving a cortribution of

5500 or more if received between the 10th day before the

election and the day of the election;

(e) within 20 days after the electicn; and

{f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year

following an election until the pclitical committee files a

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

t23(3) <Candidates for a state district office,
including but not limited to candidates for the legislature,
public service comrission, or district court Jjudge, and
political committees which are specifically organized to
support or oppose a particular state district candidate or
issue shall file reports:

{a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an
election jis held and within 24 hours after receiving a
contribution of $100 or more if received between the 15th
day before and the day of the election;

{b) not more than 20 days after the date of the
election; and

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files
his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

£339(4) Candidates for any other public office and

political committees which are specifically organized to

-3-

10
11
12
13
14
1%
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

LC 1528/01

support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required
to file the reports specified in subsection t24+{3) only if
the total amount of contributions received or the total
amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign,
excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds
$500, except as provided in 13-37-206.

t43(5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee
which is not specifically organized to support or oOppose a
particular candidate or ballct 1issue and which receives
contcributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an
election is an independent committee. For the purpose of
reporting, a political party committee 1is an independent
committee, An independent committee shall file reports:

fa) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;

(b) not more than 20 days after the da.e of the
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;
and

fc) a c¢losing report at the c¢lose o¢f each calendar
year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner.

t53(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding
the extent to which organizations that are not primary
political committees but are incidental political committees
shall report their politically related activities in

accordance with this chapter.

_4_
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t63(7) All reports required by this section shall be
complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as
specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through +5%(6)
of this section."

Section 2. Section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports
filed wunder 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover
the following time periods even though no contributions or
expenditures may have been received or made during the
period:

(1) The initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate
or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 wuntil the
fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate
initial report pursuant to subsections (1} through t43}(5) of
13-37-226.

{2) Subseguent periodic reports shall cover the perieod
of time f£from the closing of the previcus report to 5 days
before the date of filing of a report pursuant to
13-37-226(1) through +43(5).

(3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from
the last periodic report to the [inal closing of the books
of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or

political committee shall file a closing report fellowing an
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts
and obligations are extinguished and no further
contributions or expenditures will be received or made which
relate to the campaign, unless the election is a primary

election and the candidate or political committee will
participate in the general election.”

Section 3. Section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read:

13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each
report required by this chapter shall disclose the following
information:

{1} the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the
reporting period;

(2} the full name, and mailing address, toccupation,
and the-principai-ptace-of-business employer, if any}, of
each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than

loans, of $35 or more to & candidate or political committee

{inctuding the purchase of tickets and other items for
events, such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar
fundraising events);-ather-than-icans;-to-the--candrdate--or
poaliticat-committee;-ofc
tay--$75--or-more~if-the-candrdate-has-£fited-for-a-state
offica-to-be-fittted-by-a-statewrde-vete-of-ati-the--alecters
af--Montana~-er--tf-the-political-commrttee-was-specificatty
organired--to--support-—or--oppose--a--particular--seatewide

candtdare-ar- tasne;-or
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tb}--$35-or-more-far-any-other--candtdate--or--patiticat
coammitbean;

(3) for each person identified under subsection (2},
the aggregate amount of contributions made by that person
within the reporting period and the total amount of

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods:

[4) the total sum of individual contributions made to
or for the a political committee or candidate and not
reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section;

(5) the name and address of each political committee or
candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate
received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and
dates of all transfers;

{6) each lcan from any person during the reporting
period, together with the full names, and mailing addresses,
toccupatien occupations, and principai--pitace—-of--business
employers, if any}, of the lender and endorsers, if any, and
the date and amount cf each loan;

(7) the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed
te a political committee or candidates candidate, in the
form prescribed by the commissicner;

{8) an itemized account of proceeds whieh that total
less than $35--pnder--sphsaction-~-{2ytay-—-ar $35 under
subsectron-f23tby from a person from mass collections made

at fundraising events;

LC 1528/01

{9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt
not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through (8) of
this section during the reporting period;

{10} the total sum of all receipts received by or for
the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and

(11) other information that may be required by the
commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to
support or oppose candidates or issues.,"

-End-
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INTRODUCED BY £,

AN e

OF FOLITICAL PRACTICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER

OF REPCORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT 1ISSUE COMMITTEES TO

FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

CONCERNTNG IDENTIFICATION ar PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN

CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS

SUBJECT TOQ REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF

CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENODING SECTIONS 13-37-226,

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read:

®13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the

electors of Montana and political committees whieh that are

specifieatly organized to support or oppose a particular

statewide candidate er-iassue shall file reports:

{a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in

which funds are received or expended during the year or

years prir to the- election year thats
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t+¥ the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or

friy-an--tsane--subject-to-a-referendum-submitred-by-the
tegislature-or-the-people-is-or-is-expected--to--be--on--the
baitot;

{b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year
that an election is to be held and on the 15th and Sth days
next preceding the date on which an election is held and

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of
the election:

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the

election; and
(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year

following an election until the candidate or political

committee files a closing report as specified in

13-37-228(3).

{2) Political committees organized to support or oppose

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports:

{a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a

calendar quarter, beginning with_ the calendar guarter in

which funds are received or expended during the year or

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot;

{b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of

each subsequent month through September;

THIRD READING
e 480
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{c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on

which an election is held;

{d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of

§500 or more if received between the 10th day before the

election and the day of the election;

(e) within 20 days after the election; and

() on the 10th day of March and September of each year

following an election until the political committee files a

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).
t2¥{3) Candidates for a state

district office,
including but not limited to candidates for the legislature,
public service commission, or district court judge, and
political committees which are specifically organized to
support or oppose a particular state district candidate or
issue shall file reports:

{a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an
election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a
contribution of §100 or more if received between the 15th
day before and the day of the election;

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the
election;: and

(c) whenever a2 candidate or political committee Ffiles
his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

$+3¥(4) candidates for any other public office and

political committees which are specifically organized to
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support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required
to file the reports specified in subsection {2}(3) only |if
the total amount of contributions received or the total
amount of Funds expended for all elections in a campaign,
excluding the filing Ffee paid by the candidate, exceeds
§$500, except as provided in 13-37-206.

t43(5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee
which is not specifically organized tc support or oppose &2
particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives
contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an
election is an independent committee. For the purpose of
reporting, a political party committee is an independent
committee. An independent committee shall file reports:

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;

(b) not more than 20 days after the da:e of the
election in which it participates by making an expenditure:;
and

{c) a closing report at the close o©f each calendar
year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner.

£5¥(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding
the extent to which organizations that are not primary
political committees but are incidental political committees
shall report their politically related activities in

accordance with this chapter.

-4-



& W N

W

v @ N o,

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 1528/01

£6¥(7) All reports required by this section shall be
complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as
specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through $5%(6)
of this section.”

Section 2. section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports
filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover
the following time periods even though no contributions or
expenditures may have bheen received or made during the
period:

(1} The initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate
or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 wuntil the
fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate
initial report pursuant to subsections {1) through ¢4%(5) of
13-37-226.

(2) Subsequent periodic reports shall cover the pericd
of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days
before the date of filing of a report pursuant to
13-37-226(1) through £43{5).

{3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from
the last periodic report to the final closing of the books
of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or

political committee shall file a closing report following an
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts
and obligations are extinguished and no further
contributions or expenditures will be received or made which
relate to the <campaign, unless the election is a primary

election and the candidate or peolitical committee will
participate in the general election.”

Section 3. section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions receiwved. Each
report required by this chapter shall disclese the following
information:

{1) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the
reporting period:

(2) the full name, and mailing address, toccupation,
and the-principat-place-of-business employer, if any}, of
each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than

loans, of $35 or more to a candidate or political committee

{including the purchase of tickets and other items for
events, such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar
fundraising events)r-sther-than-teanss-to-the--candidate-—-or
poatiticat-committae;-ofs
tay--$35--or-more-if-rthe-candidate-has-fited-for-a-askatre
affice-to-be-fiitled-by-a-statewide-vote-of-att-the-——electors
af—-Mantana--or--if-the-potteicat-commitbtee-was-specitfically
erganirzed--te--suppart--or--oppeae--a--particelar--statewide

candtdare~ar-tauner-ne
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tby--$35-0r-more-for-any-other--candidate—-ar--poticicat
committee;

{3) for each person identified under subsection (2),
the aggregate amount of contributions made by that person
within the reporting period and the total amount of

contributions made by that person for all reporting pericds;

{4] the total sum of individual contributions made to
or for ¢he a political committee or candidate and not
reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section;

{5} the name and address of each political committee or
candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate
received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and
dates of all transfers;

{6) each loan from any person during the reporting
pericd, together with the full names, and mailing addresses,
toceupatien occupations, and principai--place--cf--business
employers, if any}, of the lender and endorsers, if any, and
the date and amount of each locan;

{7) the amocunt and nature of debts and obligations owed
to a political committee or eandidates candidate, in the
form prescribed by the commissioner;

(B) an itemized account of proceeds whieh that total
less than $75-~under--subsection--{2}tay--or $35 wunder
aubseetion-{2¥fb}y from a person from mass collections made

at fundraising events;

LC 1528/01

(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt
not otherwise 1listed under subsections (2) through (8) of
this section during the reporting period;

{10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for
the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and

(11) other information that may be required by the
commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to
support or oppose candidates or issues.”

~-End-
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HOUSE BILL ND. 456
INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, COCCHIARELLA, BLAYLOCK,
MCCARTHY, SIMPKINS, EAYRE, FORRESTER
BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF POLITICAL PRACTICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER
OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO
FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION GF PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN
CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS
SUBJECT TO REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF
CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226,
13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for

a state cffice filled by a statewide vote of all the

electors of Montana and political committees whieh that are

spectfieatiy organized to support or oppose a particular
statewide candidate or—issue shall file reports:

{a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a
calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in

which funds are received o expended during the year or
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years prior to the election year thats

+ty the candidate expects to be on the ballet; eor

tiiy-an--iasue--subject-to-a-referendum-submitted-by-the
tegistature-or-the-peopie-is-or-is-expected-—-to--be--en-—-the
batiet:

{b) on the 10th day of March and September in each vear
that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days
next preceding the date on which an election is bheld and
within 24 hours after receiving a contributieon of $500 or
more if received between the 10th day before and the day of
the election;

{c} not more than 20 days after the date of the
election; and

(d) on the L0th day of March and September of each year
following an election until the candidate ar political
committee files a closing report as specified in
13-37-228(3).

{2) Political committees ocrganized to support or oppose

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports:

(a) guarterly, due on the fifth day following a

calendar gquarter, beginning with the calendar guarter in

which funds are received or expended during the vyear or

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a

referendum is or is expected to be on the ballot;

{(b) on the 10th day of March and on the 10th day of

-2- HB 456
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each subsequent month through September;

{(c) on the 15th and b5th days preceding the date on

which an election_is held;

{d} within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the

election and the day of the election;

{e) within 20 days after the election; and

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year

following an election until the political committee files a

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

t24(3) Candidates for a state district office,
including but not limited to candidates for the legislature,
public service commission, or district court Jjudge, and
political committees which are specifically organized to
support or oppose a particular state district candidate or
issue shall file reports:

{a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an
election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a
contribution of $100 or more if received between the 15th
day before and the day of the election;

{b) not more than 20 days after the date of the
election: and

(c} whenever a candidate or political committee files
his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3).

t3¥(4) Candidates for any other public office and

-3~ HB 456
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political committees which are specifically organized to
support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required
to file the reports specified in subsection €23{3) only if
the total amount of contributions received or the total
amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign,
excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds
$500, except as provided in 13-37-206,

t4}(5) For the purposes of this subsection, a committee
which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a
particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives
contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an
election is an independent committee. For the purpose of
reporting, a political party committee is an independent
committee. An independent committee shall file reports:

{a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an
election in which it participates by making an expenditure:;

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the
election in which it participates by making an expenditure;
and

{c) a closing report at the close of each calendar
year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner.

+54(6) The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding
the extent toe which organizations that are not primary
political committees but are incidental political committees

shall raport their politically related activities in

-4- HB 456
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accordance with this chapter.

+6¥(7) All reports required by this section shall be
complate as of the fifth day before the date of filing as
specified in 13-37-225({2) and subsections (1) through +5¥(6)
of this section.”

Section 2. sSection 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read:

»13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports
filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to caver
the folleowing time periods even though no contributions or
expenditures may have been received or made during the
period:

{1) The initial report shall cover all contributions
received or expenditures made by a candidate or political
committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate
or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 until the
fifth day before the date of Eiling of the appropriate
initial report pursuant to subsections {1} through t43({5) of
13-37-226.

(2) Subseguent periodic repqrts shall cover the period
of time from the closing of the previous report to S5 days
before the date of filing of a report pursuant to
13-37-226(1) through +4%¥(5).

(3) cClosing reports shall cover the period of time from
the last periodic report to the finai closing of the books

of the candidate or political committee. A candidate oOr

5= HB 456
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political committee shall file a closing report following an
election in which he or it participates whenever all debts
and obligations are extinguished and no further
cantributions or expenditures will be received or made which
relate ta the campaign, unless the election is a primary
election and the candidate or political committee will

participate in the general election."”

Section 3. Ssection 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read:

"13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each
report required by this chapter shall discleose the following
information:

(1} the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the
reporting period;

{2) the full name, and mailing address, toccupation,
and the-pertacipail-piase-af-business employer, if any}, of
each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than

loans, of 535 or more to a candidate or political committee

{including the purchase of tickets and other items for
events, such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar
fundraising events)7-ether—than-licans;-to-the--candidate—-or
potiticai-committeer-of s
tay--935--ar-more-rf-che—candrdate-has-£fited-for-a-state
office-te-be-filied-by-a-startewide-vote-of-nti-the——altectors
of-~-Montana--ar--rf-the-potiticai-committen-was-spectficakty

organized--to--support--cr--oppose--a--particutar--statewide

-6- HB 456
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eandidate-or-issuer—or
thy-—335-ar-more-Ffor-any-other——ecandidate--or--potitienl
committee;
{3) for each perscen identified under subsection {2),
the aggregate amount of contributicns made by that person
within the reporting period and the total amount of

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods;

{4} the total sum of individual contributions made ¢to
or for the a political committee or candidate and not
reported under subsecticons (2] and (3) of this section;

(5) the name and address of each political committee or
candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate
received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and
dates of all transfers;

(6) each 1loan from any person during the reporting
period, together with the full names, and mailing addresses,
toceupatian occupations, and prineipai--piace--ef--business
employers, if any¥, of the lender and endorsers, if any, and
the date and amount of each loan;

{7) the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed
to a political committee or candidates candidate, in the
form prescribed by the commissioner;

(8) an itemized account of proceeds whiech that total
less than $75—-under--subsection——-t2¥tat--or $35 nunder

subsection-¢2¥¢b¥ from a person from mass collections made

-7- HB 456

(IR "V S

LTI I e - )

HB 0456/02

at fundraising events;

(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt
not otherwise listed under subsections {2) through (B8} of
this section during the reporting period;

(10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for
the committee or candidate during the repcrting period; and

(11} other information that may be required by the
commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to
support or oppose candidates or issues.®

-End-
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