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OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER 

OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO 

FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS MAK ING CERTAIN 

CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

SUBJECT TO REPORTING; RF.QUIRING THAT EMPLO'lERS OF 

CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226, 

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political committees whieh that are 

~peeifieally organized to support or oppose a particular 

statewide candidate or-±~~tt~ shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or exr1ended d11ring the year or 

yriars pri,,r to thl· election year that-:-
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tit the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or 

tiit-en--iss~e--~tt~;eee-eo-a-re£erendttm-~ttbmieted-by-the 

legisl~~ttre-o~-ehe-peop~e-is-or-is-expeeted--to--be--on--the 

ballot; 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

next preceding the date on which an election is held and 

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

{c) r,ot mo~e than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228(3). 

ill___Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on _the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or e_xpended during the year or 

years prior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

ref_~r-~_nd~~~ _is or is expected to be on ~_t)e ballo~; 

_(_tl__J~on the 10th dQy o[ March and on the lOt~ of 

each __ subs_eg_uPnt msH_:lh throu.9!!_S'?'p~ember_;_ 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
~ J.\,Sl. 
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(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held: 

(d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

{e) within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of e~ear 

following an election until the political committee files a 

closin~£._~as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

tztill Candidates for a state district office, 

including but not limited to candidates for the legislature, 

public service commission, or district court judge, and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 

support or oppose a particular state district candidate or 

issue shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an 

election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a 

conlribution of $100 or more if received between the 15th 

day before and the day of the election; 

(b} not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

{c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

t3till Candidates for any other public office and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 
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support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required 

to file the reports specified in subsection t~till only if 

the total amount of contributions received or the total 

amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign, 

excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds 

$500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

t4tffi For the purposes of this subsection, a conunittee 

which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a 

particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives 

contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an 

election is an independent committee. For the purpose of 

reporting, a political party committee is an independent 

committee. An independent committee shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

fStl§.l The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding 

the extent to which organizations that are not primary 

political committees but are incidental political committees 

shall report their politically related activities in 

accordance with this chapter. 

-4-
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t6till All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in '.3-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through tStill 

of this section. 11 

Section 2. Section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports 

filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover 

the following time periods even though no contributions or 

expenditures may have been received or made during the 

period: 

(1) The initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 until the 

fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate 

initial report pursuant to subsections (1) through t4till of 

13-37-226. 

(2} Subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days 

before the date of filing of a report pursuant to 

13-37-226(1) through f4tffi-

{3} Closing reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or 

political committee sha]l file a closing report following dn 
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts 

and obligations are extinguished and no further 

contributions or expenditures will be received or made which 

relate to the campaign, unless the election is a primary 

election and the candidate or political committee will 

participate in the general election." 

Section 3. section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the following 

information: 

{l) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the 

reporting period; 

(2) the full nameL 8~d mailing addressL toccupationL 

and the-pt"irteipttl-p¼:aee-of-btts±nees: eir.ployer, if anytL of 

each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than 

loans, of $35 or more to a candidate or political committee 

{including the purchase of tickets and other items for 

eventsL such as dinners, luncheor1s, rallies, and similar 

fundraising events);-other-Chan-loan~,-to-the--eandtdate--or 

pottt±eai-conm'l±ttee7 -o£~ 

tat- -$15- -or-m.o,r-e-± £-the-ea fidi: date- r'la-~ -£i ied-£or -.a -s te:te 

off±ee-to-be-filled-by-a-~tatew¼de-vote-0£-ail-the--eleetor~ 

~f--Montana--or--if-the-po¼itieal-eommittee-wa~-speei£±cai±y 

Ot"9afi±~ed--to--support--or--oppose--a--part±etliar--statewide 

e~ndidate-or i~~tle;-or 

-6-
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tbt--$35-or-more-for-any-other--eandidate--or--politieal 

eofflJftittee; 

(3) for each person identified under subsection (2), 

the aggregate amount of contributions made 

within the reporting period and the 

by that person 

total amount of 

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods; 

(4) the total sum of individual contributions made to 

or for the ! political committee or candidate and not 

reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 

(5) the name and address of each political committee or 

11 candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate 

12 received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and 

13 dates of all transfers; 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(6) each loan from any person during the reporting 

period, together with the full names~ a"d mailing addressesL 

foeettpat±o" occupations, and princips¼--piaee--of--b~~ine~3 

employers, if anyt~ of the lender and endorsers, if any, and 

the date and amount of each loani 

(7) the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed 

20 to a political committee or eandtd~te~ can~idate, in the 

21 form prescribed by the commissioner; 

22 

23 less 

(8) an itemized account of proceeds whieh that total 

than $75--tt"der--sttbseetion--tittat--or $35 ttnder 

24 ~ab_:H~·et:i-or,-tz!ttbt from a person from mass collections made 

25 at fundraising events; 
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(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt 

not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through (8) of 

this section during the reporting period; 

(10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for 

the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and 

(11) other information that may be required by the 

commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to 

support or oppose candidates or issues." 

-End-
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OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER 

OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO 

FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREME:NTS 

CONCI-;RNING IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS MAK ING CERTAIN 

CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

SUBJECT TO REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF 

CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226, 

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE:GISLATURE OF THE: STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political corr~ittees whieh that are 

~pectfte~lly organized to support or oppose a particular 

statewide candidate or-i~~tl~ shall file reports: 

(a} quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the cale11dctr quarter in 

which funds are received or e:-q,ended durirvJ the year or 

years pri r to th, election year that,; 
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ttt the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or 

t±it-~~--i~~tle--~tlb;eet-to-a-referendtlm-~obmitted-by-tke 

legi~!~ttl~~-er-tn~-p~o~le-±~-or-i~-expeeted--to--be--on--the 

ball~~, 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

next preceding the date on which an election is held and 

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

lbe e:i..e(:ti,.:in; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date o[ the 

election; and 

(d} on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228(3). 

(2) Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a _particular ___ s___i--'=--~ewide ballot is~L_I-~-~~~ file reports; 

(a) __ quar~~, __ d~1e or, _t_ht? fifth day following a 

calendar gu_~~r, beginni1_1g_w_i_th the calendar quarter in 

whicl~_J:_und~?~e recf~ived or expended during the year or 

yea_r_? __ fl_r_i.9_r__ -~q___!_l~e election _1_ear that an issue subject to a 

refe_r£:i~d~n: i_? -'::~E ___ is __ ~!'~t~q_ ~-o be on the ballot; 

{b) on th~~---!Otl") __ ~~_y__of March~~~ on the 10th _---1~.:z' of 

t'.l.1 h sub~;l~.._1up:1~ ___ 1~1<~nl_h_th~ol1gh Se.2_~~ITlber; 

- 2-
SECOND READING 

~~t.. 
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(c) on the 15th and 5th days_pr~cedinq the date on 

which an election is held; 

(d) within 24 hours after receiv-!__r~._££,rtribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

~ within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of ~a~ear 

following an election until the political commi_~tee files a 

clo~--~~~as specified in 13-37-228( 3). 

t•till Candidates for a sta+: e district office, 

including but not limited to candidates for the legislature, 

public service com.T.ission, or district. court judge, and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 

support or oppose a particular state district candidate or 

issue shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an 

election is held and within 24 hours aftPr receiving a 

contribution of SlOO or nore if received between the 15th 

day before and the day of the election; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political comr:i.ittee files 

his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

t3ti__tl Candidatt'S for any other public office and 

political co~~ittees which are specifically organized to 
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support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required 

to file the reports specified in subsection t%tlll_ only if 

the total amount of contributions received or the total 

amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign, 

excluding the fillng fee paid by the candidate, exceeds 

$500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

t4t~ For the purposes of this subsection, a committee 

which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a 

particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives 

contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an 

election is an independent committee. For the purpose of 

reporting, a political party co~~ittee is an independent 

committee. An indep2ndent committee shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the da~e of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

t5t1..§.1_ The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding 

the extent to which organizations that are not primary 

political committees but are incidental politic~l committees 

shall report their politicdlly relat@d activities in 

accordancr wilh this chaptec. 

-4-
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t6ti1J. All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through t5t.i£1 

of this section.'' 

Section 2. Section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports 

filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover 

the following time periods even though no contributions or 

expenditures may have been received or made during the 

period: 

{l) The initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 until the 

fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate 

initial report pursuant to subsections {l} through f4till of 

13-37-226, 

(2) Subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days 

before the date of filing of a report pursuant to 

13-37-226(1) through t4tffi, 

(3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate or political committee. A can~1ld.HP or 

political co1:UT1ittee shall file a clsisino.,1 re;)~'t t fol 101,-:ing a.n 

-5-
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts 

and obligations are extinguished and no further 

contributions or expenditures will be received or made which 

relate to the campaign, unless the election is a primary 

election and the candidate or political committee will 

participate 1n the general election.'' 

Section 3. Section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the following 

infor:na:. L:in: 

(1) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of 

reporting period; 

the 

(2) the full nameL a~d mailing addressL toccupationL 

and the-~rineipal-plaee-of-btl~i"e~~ employer, if anytL of 

each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than 

loans, of $35 or more to a candidate or political comn~_!_lee 

(including the purchase of tickets and other ite~s for 

eventsL such as dinners, luncheor1s, rallies, and similar 

fundraising eventsJ,-other-then-%oan~,-to-the--ea~didete--e~ 

p~litieal-~omm±ttee,-of~ 

fat--$15--~o~-more-if-the-e8ndidate-ha~-filed-f~~-a-~tate 

offt~~-te-be-ft±½ed-by-a-~tatew~de-~ote-of-~ll-the--eleeto~~ 

of---M~n~Rna--o~--if-the-po½i~ieal-eommittee-wa~-~p~eif±eat½y 

org~n+~~d--to--~tl~port--or--oppe~e--e--partie~lar--~tatewide 

c~~~~rlM~~-or- i~~N~7-or 

-6-
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tbt--$35-or-more-for-eny-ot~er--eendtdate--or--politiea± 

eofflffl.~~tee; 

(3) for each person identified under subsection (2), 

the aggregate amount of contributions made by that perso11 

within the reporting period and the total amount o( 

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods; 

(4) the total sum of individual contributions made to 

or for the ~ political committee or candidate and not 

reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 

(5) the name and address oE each political committee or 

11 candidate from which the reporttng committee or candidate 

12 received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and 

13 dates of all transfers; 

14 (6) each loan from any person during the reporting 

15 period, together with the full nawesL and mailing addrcssesL 

16 toeeopetio~ occupations, and p~inetpa~--p½aee--0£--btl~ine~~ 

17 

18 

19 

employers, if anytL of the lender and endorsers, if any, and 

the date and amount of each loan; 

(7) the amount and nature of debts ar.d obligations owed 

20 to a political committee or eendidB~~~ candida~~, in the 

21 form prescribed by the commissioner; 

22 

23 less 

(8) an itemized account of proceeds wh±e~ 

than $iS--1::1:~de~--~tlb~eetion--t~ttet--o~ 

that 

$35 

total 

1::1:nder 

24 ~~bJeetion-t~ttbt from a person from mass collectio11s made 

2~ at fundrdising events; 

-7-
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{9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt 

not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through (8) of 

this section during the reporting period: 

(10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for 

the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and 

(11) other information that may be required by the 

commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to 

support or oppose candidates or issues.'' 

-End-
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OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER 

OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO 

FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN 

CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

SUBJECT TO REPORTING;: REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF 

CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226, 

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-226. Time for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

el~ctors of Montana and political committees whieh tha~ are 

9p~eifieelly organized to support or oppose a particular 

statewide candidate or-i~~tte shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendAr quarter in 

which funds are received or expended durintJ the year or 

years pri"r to thi· election year that-:-
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tit the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or 

tiit-an--i~~"e--~ttb;eet-to-8-refere~dttm-~~bmttted-by-the 

!~gi~lattlre-or-th~-peop±e-i~-or-i~-~xp~eted--to--be--on--the 

ballot~ 

{b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

next preceding the date on which an election is held and 

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228( 3). 

{2) Political committees organized to sup£?_E__l_-.2.!:..__~~~ 

~-!icular __ s_tatewi~E:._i?allot issue shall file rep_r.?_~~ 

(_a) _ q~a_r t~!_~ due on the fifth day fol lowing a 

c~lendar Sl._U?rter_, ___ beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds a re _£_ece i ve_4 __ ~~- _ ~-~ended during __ ~~ear or 

~ars prior to the electi~n year that an issue subject to a 

referendum i~ or is e_x_Ee_i=:_~~d _ _!:_o be on the ballot_;-_ 

lEJ___on_thP lOt_h day of Marcri and on __ t~e 10th ~_y-~ 

each __ ~~bs~pnt mo11t h _through Se.12_tember; 
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(C) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

(d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

~ within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of e~ear 

following an election until the political committee files a 

closing report a~ecified in 13-37-228(3). 

titill Candidates for a state district office, 

including but not limited to candidates for the legislature, 

public service commission, or district court judge, and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 

support or oppose a particular state district candidate or 

issue shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an 

election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a 

contribution of SlOO or more if received between the 15th 

day before and the day of the election; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-22813). 

t3till Candidates for any other public office and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 
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support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required 

to file the reports specified in subsection t~t.l.!l only if 

the total amount of contributions received or the total 

amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign, 

excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds 

$500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

t4till For the purposes of this subsection, a committee 

which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a 

particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives 

contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an 

election is an independent committee. For the purpose of 

reporting, a political party committee is an independent 

committee. An independent committee shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by makjng an expenditure; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the da:_e of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditur?; 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

tSti.§1_ The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding 

the extent to which organizations that are not primary 

political committees but are incidental political committees 

shall report their politically related activities in 

accordance with this chapter. 
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t6tfil All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (1) through t5till 

of this section."' 

Section 2. Section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-228. Time periods covered by reports. Reports 

filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to cover 

the following time periods even though no contributions or 

expenditures may have been received or made during the 

period: 

(1) The initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 until the 

fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate 

initial report pursuant to subsections (1) through t ◄ till of 

13-37-226. 

(2) Subsequent periodic reports shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days 

before the date of filing of a report pursuant to 

13-37-226(1) through t4tffi. 

(3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or 

political committee shall file a closing reµort following an 
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election in which he or it participates whenever all debts 

and obligations are extinguished and no further 

contributions or expenditures will be received or made which 

relate to the campaign, unless the election is a primary 

election and the candidate or political committee will 

participate in the general election." 

Section 3. Section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the following 

information: 

(1) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the 

reporting period: 

(2) the full nameL and mailing addressL toccupationL 

and the-prineipal-plaee-of-b~~iness employer, if anytL of 

each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than 

loans, of $35 or more to a candidate or political committeP 

(including the purchase of tickets and other items for 

eventsL such as dinners, luncheor,s, rallies, and similar 

fundraising events},-other-than-loan~,-to-the--eandidate--or 

~olitie~l-eofflm±ttee,-oE~ 

tat--$T5--o~-fflore-if-the-eendidete-he~-filed-£o~-a-~tete 

offiee-to-be-filled-by-a-~tetewide-vote-of-all-the--eleetor~ 

of--Montana--or--±f-the-poi±tiea½-eorMlittee-w~~-speeifieally 

~r9~n+~~d--to--~app~rt--or--o~po~e--a--pertiettlar--~tatewide 

een~idR~e-or-i~~aer-or 

-6-
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tbt--$3S-or-more-£or-8~y-other--e&"didft~~--o~--peiitie8i 

COtlUltitt~~; 

(3) for each person identified under subsection (2), 

the aggregate amount of contributions made by that person 

within the reporting period and the total amount of 

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods: 

(4) the total sum of individual contributions made to 

or for the ~ political committee or candidate and not 

reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 

{5) the name and address of each political committee or 

11 candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate 

12 received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and 

13 dates of all transfers; 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

(6) each loan from any person during the reporting 

period, together ~ith the full namesL and mailing addressesL 

teee~~a~io~ occupations, and p~in~ipal--plac~--of--b~~i~e~~ 

employers, if any+~ of the lender and endorsers, if any, and 

the date and amount of each loan; 

19 (7} the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed 

20 to a political committee or eal"'ldidet:e~ S:~~q_idate, in the 

21 form prescribed by the commissioner; 

22 

23 less 

(8) an itemized account of proceeds wh±eh that total 

than ~15--under--~ttb~e~tion--tlttnt--or $35 ttnder 

24 ~ttb~~e~ion-t~ttbt from a person from mass collections made 

25 at fundraising events; 
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(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt 

not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through (8) of 

this section during the reporting period; 

(10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for 

the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and 

(11) other information that may be required by the 

commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to 

support OC" oppose candidates or issues." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 456 

INTRODUCED BY J. RICE, COCCHIARELLA, BLAYLOCK, 

MCCARTHY, SIMPKINS, HAYNE, FORRESTER 

BY REQUEST OF THE COMMISSIONER 

OF POLITICAL PRACTICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER 

OF REPORTING TIMES FOR STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE COMMITTEES TO 

FILE REPORTS; REVISING CAMPAIGN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS MAKING CERTAIN 

CONTRIBUTIONS; REVISING CERTAIN LIMITS ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

SUBJECT TO REPORTING; REQUIRING THAT EMPLOYERS OF 

CONTRIBUTORS BE IDENTIFIED; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 13-37-226, 

13-37-228, AND 13-37-229, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-226, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-226. Tiae for filing reports. (1) Candidates for 

a state office filled by a statewide vote of all the 

electors of Montana and political committees wftieh that are 

sp@eifies¼¼y organized to support or oppose a particular 

statewide candidate or-issae shall file reports: 

(a) quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds ace received or expended during the year or 

~- '""'""''•• Caund 
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years prior to the election year that~ 

t¼t the candidate expects to be on the ballot; or 

tiit-aft--issae--sabjeet-to-a-refereftdttm-sabm¼tted-ey-~fte 

½e~isiature-or-tbe-peop¼e-~s-er-¼s-expee~ed--te--be--en--the 

baiie~~ 

(b) on the 10th day of March and September in each year 

that an election is to be held and on the 15th and 5th days 

next preceding the date on which an election is held and 

within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of $500 or 

more if received between the 10th day before and the day of 

the election; 

(c) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election; and 

(d) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the candidate or political 

committee files a closing report as specified in 

13-37-228( 3). 

(2) Political committees organized to support or oppose 

a particular statewide ballot issue shall file reports: 

(aJ quarterly, due on the fifth day following a 

calendar quarter, beginning with the calendar quarter in 

which funds are received or expended durin9 the year or 

years :erior to the election year that an issue subject to a 

referendum is oc is ex:eected to be on the ballot; 

(bl on the 10th da~ of March and on the 10th day of 
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each subsequent month through September; 

(c) on the 15th and 5th days preceding the date on 

which an election is held; 

(d) within 24 hours after receiving a contribution of 

$500 or more if received between the 10th day before the 

election and the day of the election; 

(e) within 20 days after the election; and 

(f) on the 10th day of March and September of each year 

following an election until the political committee files a 

closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

titill Candidates for a state district office, 

including but not limited to candidates for the legislature, 

public service commission, or district court judge, and 

political committees which are specifically organized to 

support or oppose a particular state district candidate or 

issue shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date on which an 

election is held and within 24 hours after receiving a 

contribution of $100 or more if received between the 15th 

day before and the day of the election; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election: and 

(c) whenever a candidate or political committee files 

his or its closing report as specified in 13-37-228(3). 

t3till Candidates for any other public office and 
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political committees which are specifically organized to 

support or oppose a particular local issue shall be required 

to file the reports specified in subsection t~till only if 

the total amount of contributions received or the total 

amount of funds expended for all elections in a campaign, 

excluding the filing fee paid by the candidate, exceeds 

$500, except as provided in 13-37-206. 

t4tlll. For the purposes of this subsection, a committee 

which is not specifically organized to support or oppose a 

particular candidate or ballot issue and which receives 

contributions and makes expenditures in conjunction with an 

election is an independent committee. For the purpose of 

reporting, a political party committee is an independent 

committee. An independent committee shall file reports: 

(a) on the 10th day next preceding the date of an 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

(b) not more than 20 days after the date of the 

election in which it participates by making an expenditure; 

and 

(c) a closing report at the close of each calendar 

year, on a date to be prescribed by the commissioner. 

t5till The commissioner may promulgate rules regarding 

the extent to which organizations that are not primary 

political committees but are incidental political committees 

shall report their politically related activities in 

-4- HB 456 
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accordance with this chaptere 

t6till All reports required by this section shall be 

complete as of the fifth day before the date of filing as 

specified in 13-37-225(2) and subsections (l) through t5till 

of this section." 

Section 2. section 13-37-228, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-37-228. Ti■e periods covered by reports. Reports 

filed under 13-37-225 and 13-37-226 shall be filed to caver 

the following time periods even though no contributions or 

expenditures may have been received or made during the 

period: 

(1) The initial report shall cover all contributions 

received or expenditures made by a candidate or political 

committee prior to the time that a person became a candidate 

or a political committee as defined in 13-1-101 until the 

fifth day before the date of filing of the appropriate 

initial report pursuant to subsections (1) through t◄ t.ID of 

13-37-226. 

(2) Subsequent periodic re~rts shall cover the period 

of time from the closing of the previous report to 5 days 

before the date of filing of a report pursuant to 

13-37-226(1) through t4till• 

(3) Closing reports shall cover the period of time from 

the last periodic report to the final closing of the books 

of the candidate or political committee. A candidate or 
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political committee shall file a closing report following an 

election in which he or it participates whenever all debts 

and obligations are extinguished and no further 

contributions or expenditures will be received or made which 

relate to the campaign, unless the election is a primary 

election and the candidate or political committee will 

participate in the general election." 

Section 3. Section 13-37-229, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-229. Disclosure of contributions received. Each 

report required by this chapter shall disclose the following 

information: 

(1) the amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the 

reporting period; 

(2) the full narneL end mailing addressL toccupationL 

and the-~rineipa¼-p¼aee-ef-bttsiftess employer, if anytL of 

each person who has made aggregate contributions, other than 

loans, of S35 or more to a candidate or political committee 

(including the purchase of tickets and other items for 

eventsL such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar 

fundraising events),-other-tftan-¼oans,-to-the--ean~i~ate--er 

po¼±tieei-eommittee,-or~ 

tat--,T5--or-More-¼£-the-eand%date-has-rtted-Eor-a-state 

o£riee-to-be-£ilied-by-s-statew±de-vote-of-a¼¼-the--e¼eetors 

o£--Montana--er--~f-the-poi¼tiea%-eommittee-wes-s~~e~£ieal¼y 

organired--to--s~ppo~t--or--oppose--a--perticttlar--statewide 
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eandtda~e-er-¼ssae~-e~ 

tbt--$35-er-nere-for-any-other--eandidate--or--pelitieal 

coll'llllit~ee; 

(3) for each person identified under subsection {2), 

the aggregate amount of contributions made by that person 

within the reporting period and the total amount of 

contributions made by that person for all reporting periods; 

(4) the total sum of individual contributions made to 

or for the ~ political committee or candidate and not 

reported under subsections (2) and (3) of this section; 

(5) the name and address of each political committee or 

12 candidate from which the reporting committee or candidate 

13 received any transfer of funds, together with the amount and 

14 dates of all transfers; 

15 (6) each loan from any person during the reporting 

16 period, together with the full namesL and mailing addressesL 

17 teeettpaeien occupations, and principa¼--p¼ace--e£--bus±ness 

18 

19 

20 

employers, if anyt~ of the lender and endorsers, if any, and 

the date and amount of each loan: 

(7) the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed 

21 to a political committee or candidaees ~~~didate, in the 

22 form prescribed by the commissioner: 

23 

24 less 

(8) an itemized account of proceeds which that total 

than $75--ttnder--sttbsect±en--tittat--o~ $35 tt"de~ 

25 SQbsee~ie"-trttbt from a person from mass collections made 
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at fundraising events; 

(9) each contribution, rebate, refund, or other receipt 

not otherwise listed under subsections (2) through (8) of 

this section during the reporting period; 

(10) the total sum of all receipts received by or for 

the committee or candidate during the reporting period; and 

(11) other information that may be required by the 

commissioner to fully disclose the sources of funds used to 

support or oppose candidates or issues. 11 

-End-
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