
HOUSE BILL NO. 403 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING, MCCARTHY, ELLISON, REAM 
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JANUARY 26, 1991 
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IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON FISH & GAME. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 97; NOES, 2. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON FISH & GAME. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 47; NOES, 1. . 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS 
CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, AMENDMENTS 



CONCURRED IN. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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~,€ BILL NO, ,:_/t>3 

INTRODUCED BY__.,""'l"l!"c._=c--_:,.~~---------------

l~//J~~ ..,_ , ~ 
A E,:LL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE FISH AND 

GAME COMMISSION TO REGULATE CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE USE AND 

BREEDING OF RAPTORS AND THE SPORT OF FALCONRY BY 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE, IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN CONFORMITY WITH 

FEDERAL LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-5-204 AND 87-5-210, MCA; 

AND REPEALING SECTIONS 87-5-206 AND 87-5-208, MCA," 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

87-5-204 and 87-5-210 require the fish and game commission 

to adopt rules regarding certain aspects of the use and 

breeding of raptors and the sport of falconry. Because the 

regulation of raptors and the sport of falconry are in large 

part regulated by federal law and because detailed and 

precise standards are rapidly changing, the rules must 

comply with federal law and regulations as adopted or 

amended from time to time. The legislature recognizes that 

the commission has the power to determine the extent and 

nature of measures that control wildlife in Montana and that 

the commission's expertise makes it the proper forum for 

addressing the regulation of raptors and the sport of 

falconry. At a minimum, the rules must address: 
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(1) the regulation of raptors and restrictions 

taking, possessing, and selling raptors, including: 

(a) the number of raptors that may legally 

possessed; 

on 

be 

{b) appropriate times and areas for trapping raptors 

and removing of raptocs from the nest; 

(c) notification requirements regarding transfer of 

ownership; 

(d) permitting requirements regarding sale and 

transpcrta~ion of raptors; and 

(e} possession 

nonresidents; 

of and hunting with raptors by 

(2) licenses and rules foe falconry and the allowable 

uses of raptors in the sport of falconry, including: 

(a) appropriate falconry license fees; 

(b) age requirements regarding issuance of falconry 

licenses; 

(c} the necessity of possessing other valid 

licenses when practicing falconry; and 

game 

(d) the transfer and revocation of falconry licenses; 

and 

(3) the regulation of captive breeding of raptors, 

including: 

(a) appropriate breeding permit fees; 

(b) transferability and revocation of breeding permits; 
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and 

(c) any other aspects of captive breeding considered 

appropriate by the commission. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-5-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

•a1-5-204. License and rules for falconry and raptors. 

t¼t The 8epartme~t-may commission shall adopt specific rules 

for the keeping of records and for the trapping, taking, 

possession by residents and nonresidents, sellin.9. or 

transfer of possession, or training of captors used in the 

practice of falconry and may authorize the issuance of 

licenses to persons for the practice of falconry. Rules 

adopted under this section are intended to conform to 

standards and regulations adopted under federal law. Except 

as provided in 87-5-210, it is unlawful for any person to 

possess a raptar or to train a raptor in the practice of 

falconry without a license. 

tit--~he-fee-£or-a-£aleonry-lieense-is-$3-a-year-or--any 

part-of-a-yearT-A-¼ieense-expires-Aprit-38-eaeh-ycar• 

t3t--A--lieense--may-not-be-isstted-to-a-person-ttnder-the 

age-of-li-yearsa 

t•t--biee~eeee--shai¼--have--in---possession---a---va¼id 

£eteoneris-i¼eense-when-en9eged-in-the-praetiee-0£-£a½eonry~ 

Yn--add±tion,--£a±eoners-loosing-raptor~-at-9ame-birds-shatt 
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have-¼n-possession-a-val~d-res¼dent--or--nonres¼dent--ttp¼and 

9ame-bird-¼ieense-or-water£0w¼-stamp,-as-appropriateT 

t5t--Pa¼eonry--¼ieenses--o~-permits-are-not-trans£erable 

and-may-be--revo~ed--ror--dtte--eattse--at--any--time--by--the 

departmen~•" 

Section 2. Section 87-5-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-210. Captive breeding of raptors -- permit -- £ee 

----transfer-and-revoeation--- rules. (1) The department may 

grant permits to a person, whether or not licensed under 

this part, for the taking and holding of captors for captive 

breeding purposes under such conditions, consistent with 

this part and with rules adopted by the commission, as the 

department may specify in the permit. 

tit--~he--fee--for--a--eaptive--breediftg-permit-is-$i8-a 

year. 

t3t--eapt~ve-breeding-permits-are-not--transferab½e--and 

may--be--revo~ed-at-any-time-by-the-department-Eor-v±olation 

of-any-eonditions--of--the--permit--or--regtt¼ations--0£--tfte 

department, 

t4till The department-may commission shall adopt rules 

fer--the--keepiftg--e£--reeords--on7 --the--trapping,--taking7 

possess±on7 -propagat±on,-and-re½ease-0£7--and--tfte--eale--ef 

progeny--of regarding raptors taken and held for captive 

breeding projects. Rules adopted under this section are 

intended to conform to standards and regulations adopted 

-4-
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1 under federal law." 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sect ions 87-5-206 

3 and 87-5-208, MCA, are repealed. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 403 

APPROVED BY COMM. 
ON FISH AND GAME 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING, MCCARTHY, ELLISON, REAM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE FISH AND 

GAME COMMISSION TO REGULATE CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE USE AND 

BREEDING OF RAPTORS AND THE SPORT OF FALCONRY BY 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE, IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN CONFORMITY WITH 

FEDERAL LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-5-204 AND 87-5-210, MCA: 

AND REPEALING SB€~l0NS SECTION 87-5-206 ANB-8~-5-i88, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

87-5-204 and 87-5-210 require the fish and game commission 

to adopt rules regarding certain aspects of the use and 

breeding of raptors and the sport of falconry. Because the 

regulation of raptors and the sport of falconry are in large 

part regulated by federal law and because detailed and 

precise standards are rapidly changing, the rules must 

comply with federal law and regulations as adopted or 

amended from time to time. The legislature recognizes that 

the commission has the power to determine the extent and 

nature of measures that control wildlife in Montana and that 

the commission's expertise makes it the proper forum for 

addressing the regulation of raptors and the sport of 

falconry. At a minimum, the rules must address: 
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(1) the regulation of raptors and restrictions on 

taking, possessing, and selling raptors, including: 

(a) the number of raptors that 

possessed; 

may legally be 

(b) appropriate times and areas for trapping raptors 

and removing of raptors from the nest; 

(C) notification requirements regarding transfer of 

ownership~ 

id) permitting requirements regarding sale and 

transportation of raptors; and 

(e) possession 

nonresidents; 

of and hunting with raptors by 

(2) licenses and rules for falconry and the allowable 

uses of raptors in the sport of falconry, including: 

(a) appropriate falconry license fees; 

(b) age requirements regarding issuance of falconry 

licenses; 

(c) the necessity of possessing other valid 

licenses when practicing falconry: and 

game 

(d) the transfer and revocation of falconry licenses; 

and 

{3) the regulation of captive breeding of raptors, 

including: 

(d) dppropriate breeding permit fees; 

{b) transferability and revocation of breeding permits; 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 403 
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and 

(c) any other aspects of captive breeding considered 

appropriate by the commission. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-5-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-204. License and rules for falconry and raptors. 

f¼ti!.l_ The Sepa~Cmen~--may commission shall adopt specific 

rules for the keeping of records and for the trapping, 

taking, possession by residents and nonresidents, selling or 

transfer of possession, or training of raptors used in the 

practice of falconry and may authorize the issuance of 

licenses to persons for the practice of falconry AND SET 

LICENSE QUALIFICATIONS AND FEES. Rules adopted under this 

section are intended to conform to standards and regulations 

adopted under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE. 

Except as provided in 87-5-210, it is unlawful for any 

person to possess a raptor or to train a raptor in the 

practice of falconry without a license. 

tit--~he-£ee-£er-a-£a¼eenry-¼icense-ie-$3-a-year-or--any 

par~-of-a-yeara-A-¼ieense-expiree-Apri¼-36-eaeh-year• 

t3t--A--¼¼eense--may-not-be-isetted-to-a-pereea-under-the 

age-0£-¼i-yeare. 

t•t--b¼eensees--sha¼¼--have--in---possession---a---vai±d 

£a¼eofte~~s-iieense-when-engaged-in-the-praet±ee-o£-£a¼eonryo 
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Tn--addi~ion7--fa¼eoners-¼oosing-rapeors-at-game-bir~s-sfta¼¼ 

ha•e-in-pessession-a-va¼¼d-resident--er--nenresiden~--ttp¼ana 

game-etrd-¼ieense-or-waterfov¼-stamp,-as-appropriate• 

tSt--Pa¼eenr7--¼ieenses--or-perm¼ts-are-no~-~rafts@erab¼e 

an8-may-be--revo~ed--rer--dae--eattse--at--any--time--b7--the 

department. 

ill LICENSEES MUST HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID 

FALCONER'S LICENSE WHEN ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF FALCONRY. 

IN ADDITION, FALCONERS LOOSING RAPTORS AT GAME BIRDS MUST 

HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENT UPLAND 

GAME BIRD LICENSE OR WATERFOWL STAMP, AS APPROPRIATE. 

(3) FALCONRY LICENSES OR PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE 

AND MAY BE REVOKED FOR DUE CAUSE AT ANY TIME BY THE 

DEPARTMENT." 

Section 2. section 87-5-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-210. Captive breeding of raptors -- permit -- ree 

---~~ansfer-a"d-~e•oeation--- rules. (l) The department may 

grant permits to a person, whether or not licensed under 

this part, for the taking and holding of raptors for captive 

breeding purposes under such conditions, consistent with 

this part and with rules adopted by the commission, as the 

department may specify in the permit. !HE COMMISSION MAY SET 

PERMIT QUALIFICATIONS AND FEES BY RULE. 

t2t--~he-fee-~er-e-eaptive--br-eed*"g--permit--~~--~~9--a 

year-. 

-4- HB 403 
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1 tZt--eapt¼•e--breedift~--perm¼~s-are-not-~ransEerab¼e-and 

2 may-be-reveked-at-any-t¼me-by-the-department--for--v¼e¼ation 

3 of--any--eond¼tiens--of--the--permit--or--re~ttlations-of-the 

4 department. 

5 (3) CAPTIVE BREEDING PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE AND 

6 MAY BE REVOKED AT ANY TIME BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR VIOLATION 

7 OF ANY CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT OR REGULATIONS OF THE 

8 

9 

COMMISSION. 

t4t!:!1ill The departmeftt--may commission shall adopt 

10 rules £or-the-~eep¼ng-of-reeords-on7-the--trappin9,--ta~ing, 

11 possession,--propagation7--and--re¼ease--of7-and-tfte-sa¼e-ef 

12 pre~eny-of regarding raptors taken and held for captive 

13 breeding projects. Rules adopted under this section are 

14 

15 

16 

intended to conform to standards and regulations adopted 

under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE." 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Seet¼ens SECTION 

17 87-5-206 and-8i-5-i88, MCA, are IS repealed. 

-End-

-5- HB 403 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 403 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING, MCCARTHY, ELLISON, REAM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE FISH AND 

GAME COMMISSION TO REGULATE CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE USE AND 

BREEDING OF RAPTORS AND THE SPORT OF FALCONRY BY 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE, IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN CONFORMITY WITH 

FEDERAL LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-5-204 AND 87-5-210, MCA; 

AND REPEALING SEe~+eNS SECTION 87-5-206 ANB-8~-5-~88, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

87-5-204 and 87-5-210 require the fish and game commission 

to adopt rules regarding certain aspects of the use and 

breeding of raptors and the sport of falconry. Because the 

regulation of captors and the sport of falconry are in large 

part regulated by federal law and because detailed and 

precise standards are rapidly changing, the rules must 

comply with federal law and regulations as adopted or 

amended from time to time. The legislature recognizes that 

the commission has the power to determine the extent and 

nature of measures that control wildlife in Montana and that 

the commission's expertise makes it the proper forum for 

addressing the regulation of raptors and the sport oE 

falconry. At a minimum, the rules must address: 

~ ... <09;.,,.,,. <~• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0403/02 

(1) the regulation of captors and restrictions on 

taking, possessing, and selling raptors, including: 

(a) the number of raptors that 

possessed; 

may legally be 

(b) appropriate times and areas for trapping raptors 

and removing of raptors from the nest: 

(c) notification requirements regarding transfer of 

ownership; 

(d) permitting requirements regarding sale and 

transportation of raptors; and 

(e) possession 

nonresidents; 

of and hunting with captors by 

(2) licenses and rules for falconry and the allowable 

uses of captors in the sport of falconry, including: 

(a) appropriate falconry license fees; 

(b) age requirements regarding issuance of falconry 

licenses; 

le) the necessity of possessing other valid 

licenses when practicing falconry; and 

game 

(d) the transfer and revocation of falconry licenses; 

and 

(3) the regulation of captive breeding of raptors, 

including: 

(,1) appropriate breeding permit fees; 

ib) transferability and revocation of breeding permits; 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 403 
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and 

(c) any other aspects of captive breeding considered 

appropriate by the commission. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-5-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

•&7-5-204. License and rules for falconry and raptors. 

t¼t1!1. The depa~tmeftt--may commission shall adopt specific 

rules for the keeping of records and for the trapping, 

taking, possession by residents and nonresidents, selling or 

transfer of possession, or training of raptors used in the 

practice of falconry and may authorize the issuance of 

licenses to persons for the practice of falconry AND SET 

LICENSE QUALIFICATIONS AND FEES. Rules adopted under this 

section are intended to conform to standards and regulations 

adopted under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE. 

Except as provided in 87-5-210, it is unlawful for any 

pe[son to possess a raptor or to train a raptor in the 

practice of falconry without a license. 

tit--~he-Eee-Eor-a-fe¼eonry-¼ieense-is-$3-e-year-or--any 

par~-ef-a-yearT-A-¼ieense-eKp¼res-Apri¼-39-eaeh-yearv 

t3t--A--iieense--may-noe-be-isstted-ee-a-persen-ttnder-the 

age-of-li-yearso 

t4t--bieensees--shatt--have--in---possession---a---va¼id 

£a¼eener~s-¼ieense-when-engeged-in-ehe-~raeeiee-o£-faleon~y• 
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¼n--eddit±en7--faieoners-ieeeing-raptora-at-game-b±rds-aheii 

ha•e-in-pessess¼en-a-va¼id-res¼dent--er--nenrea¼~en~--~piand 

geme-bir~-iieense-or-waterfew¼-stamp7-as-apprepriate. 

tSt--Paleonry--¼ieenses--er-permits-are-ne~-transferab¼e 

and-mey-be--reveked--fer--dtte--eaase--at--any--t¼me--hy--~he 

fteperemeneT 

ill LICENSEES MUST HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID 

FALCONER'S LICENSE WHEN ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF FALCONRY. 

IN ADDITION, FALCONERS LOOSING RAPTORS AT GAME BIRDS MUST 

HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENT UPLAND 

GAME BIRD LICENSE OR WATERFOWL STAMP, AS APPROPRIATE, 

(3) FALCONRY LICENSES OR PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE 

AND MAY BE REVOKED FOR DUE CAUSE AT ANY TIME BY THE 

DEPARTMENT." 

Section 2. Section 87-5-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-210. Captive breeding of raptors -- permit -- fee 

---ere"s~er-a"d-reveeet¼en--- rules. (1) The department may 

grant permits to a person, whether or not licensed under 

this part, for the taking and holding of raptors for captive 

breeding purposes under such conditions, consistent with 

this part and with rules adopted by the commission, as the 

department may sp~cify in the permit. THE COMMISSION MAY SET 

PERMIT QUALIFICA'l'lONS AND FEES BY RULE. 

tit--~he-fee ~"r-e-ee~¼ve--breed¼ng--perfflit--¼s--$X8--• 

year-;-

-4- HB 403 
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1 tit--eapti•e--bPeeftiftg--perm¼~s-are-not-trans£erab¼e-and 

2 may-be-revoked-ae-any-time-by-the-depe~tment--£or--v±o¼ation 

3 of--any--eondi~ions--0£--the--permit--or--regttiations-of-the 

4 department. 

5 (3) CAPTIVE BREEDING PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE AND 

6 MAY BE REVOKED AT ANY TIME BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR VIOLATION 

7 OF ANY CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT OR REGULATIONS OF THE 

8 COMMISSION. 

9 t4tf.!tl.ll The department--may commission shall adopt 

10 rules ~or-the-~eep±ng-0£-reeords-on;-the--trapping;--ta~ingT 

11 pessession,--propagation,--and--reiea~e--0£;-and-the-saie-0£ 

12 progen7-0£ regarding raptors taken and held for captive 

13 breeding projects. Rules adopted under this section are 

14 intended to conform to standards and regulations adopted 

15 under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE." 

16 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Repealer. Sec~±ens SECTION 

17 87-5-206 ftftd-8T-5-i88, MCA, a~e l-5_ repealed. 

-End-

-5- RB 403 



SEHATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT, 

Page 1 of 1 
March 8, 1991 

We, your committee on Fish and Game having had under 
consideration House Bill No. 403 (third reading copy -- blue), 
respectfully report that House Bill No. 403 be amended and as so 
amended be concurred in, 

1. Title, line 8. 
Following, "87-5-204" 
Insert, " 87-5-208," 

2. Page 5. 
Following: line 15 
Insert, "Section 3. Section 87-5-208, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-208. Nonresidents allowed raptors in state. 
Nonresidents "ho are wor~ing, attending schools, or otherwise 
lioing temporarily in the state of llontana may obtain a llontana 
falconrl license a11d bring raptors, legally acqttired in otl1et 
statee or co11ntries, into the state of t1011trma. St:1eli nonresidents 
shall be 11) A nonresident who possesses a valid federal 
falconry license may practice falconry in the state of Montana 
with legally acquired and permitted raptors. A nonresident is 
allowed to hunt with falcons in the state of Montana subject to 
all Montana laws and rules. 

(2) A nonresident is not allowed to capture raptors from 
the wild in the state of Montana for falconry or captive breeding 
purposes."" 

Renumber, subsequent section 

d. Coord. 

S /':;:, 3 - 9-: I-' :;i..r2J 
Sec. of Senate 

? 
signed 1 _ __.{)__.~ .... - ;;.._::c._,,-,Ji,;...\-i~G .. ,=/£.::.""'-"'-'=-­

Bob Williams, Chairman 

SENATE 
H/3 '/t13 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 403 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING, MCCARTHY, ELLISON, REAM 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE FISH AND 

GAME COMMISSION TO REGULATE CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE USE AND 

BREEDING OF RAPTORS AND THE SPORT OF FALCONRY BY 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULE, IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN CONFORMITY WITH 

FEDERAL LAW; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-5-204, 87-5-208, AND 

87-5-210, MCA; AND REPEALING see~i8NS SECTION 87-5-206 ANB 

B'i'-5-i!08, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

87-5-204 and 87-5-210 require the fish and game commission 

to adopt rules regarding certain aspects of the use and 

breeding of raptors and the sport cf falconry. Because the 

regulation of raptors and the sport of falconry are in large 

part regulated by federal law and because detailed and 

precise standards are rapidly changing, the rules must 

comply with federal law and regulations as adopted or 

amended from time to time. The legislature recognizes that 

the commission has the power to determine the extent and 

nature of measures that control wildlife in Montana and that 

the commission's expertise makes it the proper forum for 

addressing the regulation of raptors and the sport of 
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falconry. At a minimum, the rules must address: 

(1) the regulation of raptors and restrictions on 

taking, possessing, and selling raptors, including: 

(a) the ~umber of raptors that 

possessed; 

may legally be 

(b) appropriate times and areas for trapping raptors 

and removing of raptors from the nest; 

(c) notification requirements regarding transfer of 

ownership; 

(d) permitting :requirements regarding sale and 

transportation of raptors; and 

(e) possession 

nonresidents; 

of and hunting with raptors oy 

(2) licenses and rules for falconry and the allowable 

uses of raptors in the sport of falconry, including: 

(a) appropriate falconry license fees; 

(b) age requireme~ts regarding issuance of falconry 

licenses; 

(c) the necessity of possessing other valid 

licenses wnen practicing falconry; and 

game 

{d) the transfer and revocation of falconry licenses; 

and 

(3) the regulation of captive breeding oE raptorsr 

including: 

(a) appropriate breeding permit fees; 
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th) transferability and revocation of breeding permits; 

and 

{c) any other aspects of captive breeding considered 

appropriate by the commission. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-5-204, MCA, is amended to read: 

•e?-5-204. License and rules for falconry and raptors. 

tltill The del"'rtme"t--fflay commission shall adopt specific 

rules for the keeping of records and for the trapping, 

taking, possession by residents and nonresidents, selling or 

transfer of possession, or training of raptors used in the 

practice of falconry and may authorize the issuance of 

licenses to persons for the practice of falconry AND SET 

LICENSE QUALIFICATIONS AND FEES. Rules adopted under this 

section are intended to conform to standards and regulations 

adoEted under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE. 

Except as provided in 87-5-210, it is unlawful for any 

person to possess a raptor or to train a raptor in the 

practice of falconry without a license. 

tit--~he-£ee-fer-a-£a¼eonry-¼ieenee-is-$3-a-year-er--any 

part-or-a-yearo-A-¼ieense-expires-Apri¼-39-each-year~ 

t3t--A--¼¼eense--May-nec-ee-iss~ed-te-a-person-ttftde~-~~e 

age-of-ti-years• 

t4t--b±ee"sees--sha¼¼--have--in---pe~ee~eien---a---va~±d 
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Ea¼coner•s-¼icense-wften-engaged-in-~ne-practiee-o£-£a¼eonry. 

rn--addition7 --£a¼coners-¼eosinq-raptors-at-gal'fte-birds-sfta¼¼ 

ha¥e-in-peasessien-a-¥a¼id-residen~--or--nonresident--cp¼and 

qame-bird-¼iee"se-or-waterfew¼-s~amp7-as-appropriate. 

t5t--Pa¼eenry--¼ieenses--or-permits-are-not-trsns£erab¼e 

and-may-be--re~e~ed--£or--d~e--cattse--at--any--time--by--the 

department• 

ill LICENSEES MUST HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID 

FALCONER'S LICENSE WHEN ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF FALCONRY. 

IN ADDITION, FALCONERS LOOSING RAPTORS AT GAME BIRDS MUST 

HAVE IN POSSESSION A VALID RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENT UPLAND 

GAME BIRD LICENSE OR WATERFOWL STAMP, AS APPROPRIATE. 

(3) FALCONRY LICENSES OR PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE 

AND MAY BE REVOKED FOR DUE CAUSE AT ANY TIME BY THE 

DEPARTMENT. II 

Section 2. Section 87-5-210, MCA, is amended to read: 

"87-5-210. Captive breeding of raptars -- permit -- ~ee 

---~ransfer-end-~evoea~ien--- rules. {l) The department may 

grant permits to a person, whether or not licensed under 

this part, for the taking and holding of raptors for captive 

breeding purposes under such conditions, consi~tent with 

this part and with rules adopted by the commission, as the 

department may specify in the permit. THE COMMISSION MAY SET 

PERMIT QUALIFICATIONS AND FEES BY RULE. 

tXt--The-f-ee-for-a-eapt¼ve--breed±ng--perMi~--i~--~~&--a 
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year~ 

tit--eapti•e--breeding--permits-are-net-transrerab½e-and 

may-be-re•e~ed-at-eny-t±me-by-the-department--~or--•ie¼etton 

0£--any--eond¼tions--ef--the--perffl~t--er--reg~¼at¼ons-of-the 

department, 

(3) CAPTIVE BREEDING PERMITS ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE AND 

MAY BE REVOKED AT ANY TIME BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR VIOLATION 

OF ANY CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT OR REGULATIONS OF THE 

COMMISSION. 

ttt:!:.!.illl The department--may commission shall adopt 

11 rules Per-tfte-keepin1-0£-reeords-on;-the--trapptn9,--eaM¼ftg, 

12 possess¼on7 --propagat~Oft7--and--re¼ease--0£,-and-the-sa¼e-or 

13 progeny-of regarding raptors taken and held for captive 

14 breeding projects. Rules adopted under this section are 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

intended to conform to standards and regulations adopted 

under federal law BY BEING AT LEAST AS RESTRICTIVE." 

SECTION 3. SECTION 87-5-208, MCA_, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•s?-5-208. Nonresidents allowed raptors in state. 

Honresidenes--who--are--wor~in9,---atteftding---sekoe¼~,---or 

otherwtse--¼ivtftg--tem~orar¼iy--¼n--the-state-er-Montana-may 

obta¼n-a-Meneana-ra¼eonry-i¼eense-and-bring-rapters7 -¼ega¼¼y 

aeqtt±red-¼n-other-states-o~-eoantr¼es 7 --into--the--state--of 

Montanao--Saeh--nonresidents--shai¼-be (1) A nonresident who 

possesses a valid federal falconry license may practice 

falconry in the state of Montana with legally acquired and 
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permitted raptors. A nonresident is allowed to hunt with 

falcons in the state of Montana subject to all Montana laws 

and rules. 

(2) A nonresident is not allowed to capture raptors 

from the wild in the state of Montana for falconry or 

captive breeding purposes." 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Repealer. Seetiens 

87-5-206 and-81-5-~88, MCA, are IS repealed. 

-End-
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