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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

INTRODUCED BY 

&,sr- iILL NO. ~.::i 1 , 

7k-=,;:=u:___\_!.;.,.~=i;w'£'-~ i1"" ~ J\. .. • /-
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONST11'UTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET ONCE A YEAR IN REGULAR SESSION; TO LIMIT 

THE NUMBER OF REGULAR SESSION LEGISLATIVE DAYS; TO REQUIRE 

THE LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

BETWEEN SESSIONS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATTONS ON THE BUSINE,S 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN CERTAIN REGULAR SESSIONS; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6, of The Constitution of 

the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 6. Sessions. l...!.l The legislature shall meet 

eaek--edd-~ttmbe~ed--year-i~-regttiar-ses~ion-0£-not-more-tn~ft 

90-¼eg±~¼ati~e-dey~T be a continuous body for a 2-y~a! 

period, beginning when the newly elected members take office 

following each biennial _g_eneral election at which 

legislators are chosen. The legislature shall meet cnce each 

calendar year in regular session. The leg_i__?lature may not 

meet more than 90 legislative day~ ___ !n regular sessions 

during its continuation. The legislature shall l~~i_!_____Qy law 

~na ,,..,,.,,_, '""""' 
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th~ length of each regular 

subseC:.~~on ( 2), the ::.ength of 

session. Except as provided in 

a regular session may not 

exceed 60 legislative days. The session held in 

even-numbered years is limited to consideration of 

~-h?-~9tion relating to revenue or appropriations, except 

that other legislation may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of each 

house. A bill introduced in one session may not be carried 

over to ancther session of the legislature. 

ill Any le;.:.sla':'.l!"e n:ay incre.=!.SP t:hP limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members. 11 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved by 

the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This 

amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of 

Montana at the general election to be held in November 1992 

by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

□ 

□ 

FOR requiring the legislature to meet each year, 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

a11d type 0f business to be conducted. 

AGAINST req~iring the legislature to meet each year, 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

-2-
INTRODUCED BILL 
Hd JS? 



l and type of business to be conducted. 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 357 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, DRISCOLL, B. BROWN, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO. SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET ONCE A YEAR IN REGULAR SESSION: TO LIMIT 

THE NUMBER OF REGULAR SESSION LEGISLATIVE DAYS; TO REQUIRE 

THE LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

BETWEEN SESSIONS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN CERTAIN REGULAR SESSIONS: AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6, of The Constitution of 

the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 6. Sessions. ill The legislature shall meee 

eaeh--odd-nambereft--year-in-rega¼er-seee~en-oE-noe-mere-~han 

9&-¼eg¼e¼ae¼ve-dayso be a continuous body for a 2-year 

period, beginning when the newly elected members take office 

foll9wi!!9: each biennial general election at which 

legislators are chosen. The legislature shall meet once each 

calendar year in regular session. The legislature may not 

meet more than 90 legislative days in regular sessions 

during its continuation. The legislature shall limit by law 
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the length of each regular session. Except as provided in 

subsection {2), the length of a regular session may not 

exceed 60 legislative days. The session held in 

eye~-nmnber~~ ODD-NUMBERED years is limited to consideration 

of legislation relating to revenue or appropriations, except 

that other legislation may be considered if approved for 

introdu~tion by a two-thirds vote of t~~memb~~s of each 

house. A bill introduced in one session may not be carried 

over to another session of the legislature. 

.ill Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved by 

the electorate, this amendment is effective January 1, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This 

amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of 

Montana at the general election to be held in November 1992 

by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

0 FOR requiring the legislature to meet each year, 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

and type of business to be conducted. 

0 AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet each year, 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

SECOND READING 
-2- BB 357 



1 and type of business to be conducted. 

-End-

-3-
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

BOUSE BILL NO. 357 

INTRODUCED BY THOMAS, DRISCOLL, B. BROWN, LYNCH 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO. SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 6, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATURE MEET ONCE A YEAR IN REGULAR SESSION; TO LIMIT 

THE NUMBER OF REGULAR SESSION LEGISLATIVE DAYS; TO REQUIRE 

THE LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION ALLOWABLE LEGISLATIVE DAYS 

BETWEEN SESSIONS; TO PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON THE BUSINESS 

THAT MAY BE CONDUCTED IN CERTAIN REGULAR SESSIONS; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 6, of The Constitution of 

the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 6. sessions. ill The legislature shall mee~ 

eaeh--odd-nttmbered--year-in-re9tt¼ar-session-of-ne~-mere-~han 

99-¼eg±s¼aC¼Te-daysT be a continuous body for a 2-year 

period, beginning when the newly elected members take office 

followin.9. each biennial .9.eneral election at which 

legislators are chosen. The legislature shall meet once each 

calendar year in regular session. The legislature may not 

meet more than 90 legislative days in regular sessions 

during its continuation. The legislature shall limit by law 
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the length of each regular session. Except as provided in 

subsection (2), the length of a regular session may not 

exceed 60 legislative dal{_s. The session held in 

even-numbered ODD-NUMBERED years is limited to consideration 

of legislation relating to revenue or appropriations, except 

that other legislation may be considered if approved for 

introduction by a two-thirds vote of the members of each 

house. A bill introduced in one session may not be ca~ried 

over to another session of the legislature. 

.ill Any legislature may increase the limit on the 

length of any subsequent session. The legislature may be 

convened in special sessions by the governor or at the 

written request of a majority of the members." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. If approved by 

the electorate, this amendment is effective January l, 1993. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Submission to electorate. This 

amendment shall be submitted to the qualified electors of 

Montana at the general election to be held in November 1992 

by printing on the ballot the full title of this act and the 

following: 

0 FOR requiring the legislature to meet each yearr 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

and type of business to be conducted. 

D AGAINST requiring the legislature to meet each year, 

with limitations on the number of legislative days 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 357 



l and type of business to be conducted~ 

-End-

-3-
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