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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE

OF PEYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY;
AUTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND
ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE
PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; DEFINING ARD DESCRIBING
TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISIS
WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF

PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN

PROTOCOLS FOR THE DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND
ADMINISTRATION OF TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY FPHYSICAL
THERAPISTS; NARROWING PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; REVISING

EXAMINATION PROCEDURES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101,

37-11-102, AND 37-11-304, MCA."

STATEMENT QF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 3] requires the board of physical therapy examiners
te adopt rules to govern the process of application of
topical medications by licensed physical therapists. It is
intended that the rules:

{1) be adopted after consultation with the board of
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medical examiners and the board of pharmacy;

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include:

{(a) a description of the topical medication;

(b) a description of its actions, indications, and
contraindications; and

fc) the proper procedure and technique for the
application and administration of the medication; and

(3) apply ornly to topical medications for which a

prescription is required under state or federal law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-11-101. prefinitions. Unless the context requires

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply:
(1) "Physical therapy" means fhe evaluation, treatment,

and instruction of human beings to detect, assess, prevent,
correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily
malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental
conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical
or mental disability.

{2) "“"Physical therapist" or “physioctherapist” means a
person who practices physical therapy.

{3) "Phrsical therazpy student" or ‘“physical therapy
INTRODUCED BILL

HB 3y
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intern" means an individual enrollied in an accredited
physical therapy curricuilum and who, as part of his
professional, educational, and clinical training, is
practicing in a physical therapy setting under the
direction, guidance, and cbservation of a licensed physical
therapist.

(4) "Physical <«herapy therapist assistant" means a
person who 1is a graduate of an accredited curriculum
approved by the beoard and who assists a physical therapist
in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require an understanding of physical therapy.

(5) "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy
specialist", “physiotherapy practitioner™, or *manual
therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the
above or any letters implying the above are equivalent
terms; any reference to any one of them in this chapter
includes the others but does not include certified
corrective therapists or massage therapists.

(6) "Physical therapy aide" means a person who aids in
fhe practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed
physical therapist who must be available for periodic checks
during any procedure or treatment invelving a patient.

(7) “Board" means the ©board of physical therapy

examiners provided for 1n 2-15-1858.
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{(8) "Department" means the department of commerce
provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18.

{3} "“Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding
concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation
of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an
applicant or licensee 1s to be determined by the board.

(10) "Topical medications" means medicaticons applied

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in

{section 2(2)] for which a prescription is required under

state or federal law."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Application and administration

of topical medications -- prescription, purchasing, and
recordkeeping requicements. (1) A licensed physical
therapist may apply or administer topical medications by:

(a) direct application;

(b) iontophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of electricity; or

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of ultrasound.

(2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or
administer the following topical medications:

{a) bactericidal agents;

{b) debriding agents;

{c} anesthetic agents;

{d) anti-inflammatory agents;

—-4-
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e} antigpasmodic agents; and

(f) adrenocortico-steroids,

(3) Topical medications applied or administered by a
physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or
standing basis by a licensed medical! practitioner authorized
to order or prescribe topical medications and must be
purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical
medications dispensed under thils section must comply with
packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of
pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7.

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical
therapist who applies or administers topical medications as

authorized in this section.
NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols.

The board, in c¢ensultation with the beard of medical
gxaminers and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt
written protocels for each class of topical medication
listed in [section 2({2)] for which a prescription 1is
required under state or federal law. Protocols must inciude
a description of each topical medication and its actions,
indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper
procedure and technique for the application or
administration of the medication.

Section 4. Section 37-11-102, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-11-102. Exemptions. This chapter shail may not be
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construed to 1limit or regulate any other business or
profession or any services rendered or performed in

connection therewith with another buysiness or profession,

inrcluding osteopathy, chiropractic, or chiropractic
physiotherapyr--masssge--theraptats;--masseunrs;-—-or-~Swedish
nasseurs, "

Section 5. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read:

"37-11-304. Application for examination -- fee. (1)
Unless entitled to a license under 37-11-307, a person who
desires to be licensed as a physical therapist shall apply
tc the departrment in writing, on a form furnished by the
department. He shall embody in that application evidence
under cath, satisfactory tc the board, of his possessing the
qualifications preliminary {0 examination regquired by
37-11-303.

{2) He shall pay to the department at the time of
filing his application a fee as established by the board by
rule. Satd The fee shail must be commensurate with the cost
of the examination and its administration and shail must be
deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of
the board, subject to 37-1-101(6).

(3} Anyone falling to pass the first or second required
examlination 1is entitled to a--seesnd another examination

within 6 months. An applicant who fails three successive

examinations may apply {for reexamination after ! year of

_6._
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additional professional experience or training."

NEW SECTION. Section 6.

[Sections 2 and 3] are intended to

integral part of Title 37, chapter

provisions of Title 37, chapter 11,

{sections 2 and 3].

—End-

Codification

instruction.

be codified as an

11, part 1, and the

part 1, apply to
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING

HOUSE BILL NO. 341
INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN,

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE
OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE QF PHYSICAL THERAPY;
AUTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND
ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE
PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY:; PDEFINING AND DESCRTYRING
TOPICAL MEDICATICNS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
WHO ADMINISTER TQPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF
PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN
PROTOCOLS FOR THE DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND
ADMINISTRATION OF TQPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS; NARROWING PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; REVISING
EMAMINAPION~-PREEEBURESs AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-1013 AND

37-11-102, ANB-37-11-3847 MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
{section 3} requires the board of physical therapy examiners
to adopt rules to govern the process of application of

topical medications by licensed physical therapists. It is
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{1} be adopted after consultation with the board of

medical examiners and the board of pharmacy:

{2) be in the form of written protocols that include:
{a) a description cf the topical medicaticn;
(b} a description of its actions, indicaticns, and

contraindications; and

fec}  the proper procedure and technique for the
application and administration of the medication: and

ty  apply only to  topical medications for which a

preseription is required under state or federal law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply:
(1) "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment,

and instruction of human beings to detect, assess, prevent,
correct, alleviate, and 1limit physical disability, bodily
malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental
conditions by the use of therapeutlc exercise., prescribed

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical
or mental disability.
(2} "Physical therapist” or "physictherapist" means a

person who practices physical therapy.

SECOND READING

-2=- HB 341
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(3} "Physical therapy studeat" or "physical therapy
intern” means an individual enrolled in an accredited
physical therapy curriculum and who, as part of his
professional, educational, and clinical training, is
practicing in a physical therapy setting under the
direction, guidance, and cbservation of a licensed physical
therapist.

(4) “Physical emerapy therapist assistant™ means a
person who 1s a graduate of an accredited curriculum
approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist:
in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities

require an understanding of physical therapy.

(5) "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical cherapy
specialist", ‘“physicotherapy practitioner", or “manual
therapists” are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the

above or any letters implying the above are equivalent
terms; any reference tc any one of them in this chapter

includes the others but does not include certifie

25

corrective therapists or massage therapists.

(6} "Physical therapy aide" means a person who aids in
the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed
physical therapist who must be available for pericdic checks
during any procedure or treatrment invalving a patient.

{7y "Board" means the board of physical tnerapy

-3- g8 347

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

22

23

25

HB 0341/02
examiners provided for in 2-15-1B58.
(8) “Department” means the department of Commerce
provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18,
{9) “Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation
cf a license, after which the appropriate action tcward an
applicant or licensee 1s to be determined by the board.

(l0) "Topical medications” means medications applied

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in

[section 2{2)] for which a prescription 1is regqguired under

state or federal law.”

NEW SECTION, Section 2. application and administration
of topical medications ~-- prescription, purchasing, and
recordkeeping requirements. (1) A licensed physical
therapist may apply or administer topical medications by:

{a) direct applicatiocn;

(b iontophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of electricity; or

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of ultrasound.

{2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or
administer the following topical medications:

(a) bactericidal agents;

(b) debriding agents:

(c) anesthetic agents;

-4~ HB 341
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(d) anti~inflammatory agents;

{e) antispasmodic agents; and

(£) adrenocortico-steroids.

{3} Topical medications applied or administered by a
physical therapist must be prescribed con a specific or
standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized
to order or prescribe topical medications and must be
purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical
medications dispensed under this sectier must comply with
packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of
pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7.

{(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical
therapist who applies or administers topical medications as
authorized in this section.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols.
The board, in consultation with the board of medical
examiners and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt
written protocols for each class of topical medication
listed in |[section 2(2)] for which a prescription is
regquired under state or federal law. Protacols must include
a description of each topical medication and its actions,
indications, and contraindications., as well as cthe proper
procedure and technique for the applicacicn or

administration of the medicaticn.

Section 4. sSection 37-11-102, MCA, is amended to read:
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“37-11-102., Exemptions. This chapter shal} may not be
construed to limit or regulate any other business or
profession or any services rendered or performed in

connecticn shesewirh with another business or profession,

including osteopathy, chiropractic, er chiropractic
physiotherapy;--massage--therapists;--masseurs;-—or—-Swedish

massea®s, OR MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TGO THE EXTENT THEY DO

Section-Sr-~Seceion-33-11-31047-MPAs-ts-amended-ra-rands

L37-13-3¢4---Appiication-for——examination--——-— feer—-ti}
Briess-—entitied--to-a-ricense-under-33-+1-3077;-n-perason-whe
desiras-to-be-ticensed-as-a-physical-therapiat—-ahati--appty
to--the-——department——in--writings-on-a-form-furnished-by-the
department--He-shati-embody--in——that—-appiiteation--evidence
under-sathy-ssecisfactory-to-the-boardr-of-his-pessessing-che
quatrfircations——-preliminary~--to--~axamination--regquired--by
37-33-303+

{2}--He-shati-pay-to--the--deparetment——at-—-the-—time--af
£titng--his-appiicarion-a-fee-as-eatabtished-by-the-baard-by
rute--Satd Fhke fes-shaii muat be-commensurate-with-the--cost
cf--the-exsmination-and-ita-adminiacracion—and-shat: muse be
deposited-in-the-stare-apecint-revenye-fund-for-the--use—-aof
the-bhasardy~auvbhject-+to-3%-3-183 {64~

t3y--Anyone-fatting-to-pass-the fiest-or-aeceond required

examimation——t3- enritied--to-—a--second ancther examimarton

-6= HB 341!
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within--6--monthasr An--appiticant-whe-fatis-three-sucecessive

examinations-may-sppiy-for-reexaminarion--afrer--t--year--of

addicionat-professisnat-exparience-sr—teaining-4

NMEW SECTION. Section 5. codification

(Sections 2 and 3] are intended to
integral part of Title 37, chapter 11,
provisions of Title 37, chapter 11,
(sections 2 and 3].

-End-

instruction.
be codified as an
part 1, and the

part 1, apply to
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HOUSE BILL NO. 341
INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN,

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE
OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY;
AUTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND
ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE
PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY: DEFINING AND DESCRIBING
TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS: REQUIRING THE BOARD OF
PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN
PROTOCOLS FOR THE DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND
ADMINISTRATION OF TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS; NARROWING PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; REVESENG
ENAMEINATION-PROEEPHURES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101y AND

37-11-102, ANB-3F-11-3847 MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 3} requires the board of physical therapy examiners
to adopt rules to govern the process of application of

topical medications by licensed physical therapists. It is
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{1) be adopted after consultation with the board of
medical examiners and the board of pharmacy:

{2) be in the form of written protoc¢tls that include:

{a) a description of the topical medication;

{(b) a description of its actions, indications, and
contraindications; and

{c) the preper procedure and technique for the
application and administration of the medication; and

{3) apply only to topical medications for which a

prescription is required under state or federal law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. sSection 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-11-101., bpefinitions. Unless the context requires

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply:
tl) *"Physical therapy” means the evaluation, treatment,

and instruction of human beings to detect, assess, prevent,
correct, alleviate, and 1limit physical disability, bodily
malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily o©or mental
conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical
or mental disability.
(2} "Physical therapist" or "physiotherapist” means a

person who practices physical therapy.
THIRD READING

-2- HB 341
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{3) "Physical therapy student” or “physical therapy
intern™ means an individual enrclled in an accredited
physical therapy curriculum and who, as part of his
professional, educational, and clinical training, is
practicing in a physical therapy setting under the
direction, guidance, and observation of a licensed physical
therapist.

(4) "Physical +therapy therapist assistant™ means a
person who 1s a graduate of an accredited curriculum
approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist
in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require an understanding of physical therapy.

(%) "Pnysicai therapy practitioner”, "physical therapy
specialist®, “physiotherapy practiticner"”, or "manual
therapists® are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the
above or any letters implying the above are equivalent
terms; any reference to any one of them in this chapter
includes the others but does not include certified
corrective therapists or massage therapists.

{6) "Physical therapy aide"” means a person who aids in
the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed
physical therapist who must be available for pericdic checks
during any procedure or treatment involwing a patient.

t7) ‘“Board" means the board of physical therapy

-3- HE 341
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examiners provided for in 2-15-1858.
(8) “Depattment" means the department of commerce
provided €or in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18.
(9} "Hearing” means the ad judicative proceeding

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation
of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an
applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board.

({10) "Topical medications” weans medications applied

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in

Isection 2{2}] for which a prescription is_regquired under

state or federai law."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. application and administration
of topical medications -~ prescription, purchasing, and
recordkeeping requirements. (1) A licensed physical
therapist may apply or administer topical medications by:

(a) direct application;

{b) liontophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of electricity; or

{c} phonophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of ultrasound.

{2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or
administer the following topical medications:

(a} bactericidal agents;

(b)y debriding agents;

(c) anesthetic agents;

—4= HB 341
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{d) anti-inflammatory agents;

{e} antispasmodic agents; and

(f) adrenocortico-steroids.

(3) Topical medications applied or administered by a
physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or
standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized
to order or oprescribe topical medications and must be
purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical
medicarions dispensed under this section must complv with
pacraging and laceling guidelines developed by the board of
pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7.

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical
therapist who applies or administers topical medications as
authorized in this section.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols.
The board, in consultation with the board of medical
examiners and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt
written protoceols for each class of topical medication
listed in ({section 2({2)] for which a prescription is
required under state or federal law. Protocols must  include
a description of each topical medication and its actions,
indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper
procedure and technigque for the application or

administration of the medication.

Section 4. section 37-11-102, MCA, is amended to read:

—5- HB 341
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®"37-11-102. Exempkions. This chapter shat® may not be
construed to limit or regulate any other business or
profession or any services rendered ar performed in

connection ¢theeawiel with another business or profession,

including osteopathy, chiropractic, or chiropractic
physiotherapyr—-massage—-therapistsr--massenrsy-—-or—-—-Swedish

masaenrs, OR _MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TO THE EXTENT THEY DO

MASSAGE.™
Section—S5r--Section-33-331-3847-MEAr-ta—amended-to-reads
433-31-394:-~--Application-for——-examination—-—--—- feer-—¢t}

dnieas--sntitted--to-a-ticense-nnder-37-1t-38Fr~a-peraon-whe

desires-to-be-ticensed-as-a-physicat-therapist-—-shall--appty
to--the--department--in--writingr-on-a-form-farnished-by—-the
department :-He-shati-embody-~in-~-that--appircation--evidence
under-oathy-aatisfactory-to-the-board;-cf-his-possessing-the
quatifiencions——-prettminary—--to--examinatton--required--by
33-31+-363+

t2¥--He-sheli-pay-to--the--department -—at--the-—timna——-of

Fiting--his-appiitcation-a-£fee-as-estabirshed-by-the-board-by

rutes-Said The fee-shalil must be-commensurate-with-the-—cost

of-—ehe-examination—and-tts-administeation-and-shatl muae be
deposited-in-the-seate-speciali-revenne-fund-foar-the--use--of
the-beards-subject-to-37-1-102¢{63}~

t3y--Anyone-fatling-to-pass-che first-sr-second required

examination-—¢s~--enritted--to--a--second another examinakton

-6- HB 341
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within--6--menths: An--applicant-who-faila-ehree-successive

examinations-may-appty-for-reexaminaticn--after--t--year—-—of

additionat-professional-expertence-or-training-#

NEW SECTION. Section 5. cCodification instruction.
[Sections 2 and 3} are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 37, chapter 11, part 1, and the

provisions of Title 37, chapter 11, part 1, apply to

{secticns 2 and 3].

~End-

-7 HB 341
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HOUSE BILL NO. 141
INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN,

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE
OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY;
ADTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAFIST TO APPLY AND
ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE
PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY: DEFINING AKD DESCRIBING
TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF
PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN
PROTOCOLS FOR THE DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND
ADMINISTRATION OF TOPICAL MEDTCATIONS BY PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS; NARROWING PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; REVESING
BXAMENATION-PROGCEPURES s AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101+ AND

37-11-102, ANB-37-11-3847y MCA."

STATEMENT OF INTENT
A statement of intent is required for this bill because
[section 3] requires the board of physical therapy examiners
to adopt rules to govern the process of application of
topical medications by licensed physical therapists. It is

intended that the rules:
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{l1) be adopted after consultation with the board of
medical examiners and the board of pharmacy;

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include:

fa) a description of the topical medication;

(by a description of 1its actions, indications, and
contraindications; and

{c) the proper procedure and technique for the
application and administration of the medication; and

(3) apply only to topical medicaticns for which a

prescription is required under state or federal law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OFf MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read:
"37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply:
{1) "Physical therapy" means the evalcation, treatment,

and instruction of human beings to detect, dassess, prevent.
carrect, alleviate, and 1limit physical disability, bodily
malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental
conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical
or mental disability.
{2} "Physical therapist® or “"physiotherapist™ means a

person who practices physical therapy.
REFERENCE BILL
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{3) “Physical therapy student" or "physical therapy
intern” means &n individval enrolled in an accredited
physical therapy curriculum and whe, as part of his
professiconal, educaticnal, and clinical training, is
practicing in a physical therapy setting under the
direction, guidance, and cobservation of a licensed physical
therapist.

(4) T"Physical therapy therapist assistant” means a
person who is a graduate of an accredited curriculum
approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist
in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require an understanding of physical therapy.

t5) "Physical therapy practitioner", “physical therapy
specialist”, “physiotherapy practitioner”, or "manual
therapists” are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the
above or any letters implying the above are equivalent
terms; any reterence to any one of them in this chapter
includes the others but does not inciude certified
corrective therapists or massage therapists.

(6) "Physical therapy aide™ means a person who aids in
the practice of physical therapy and whose activities
require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed
physical therapist who must be available for periodic checks
during any procedur~ or treatment involving a patient.

(7) "Boargd” means the board of physical therapy
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examiners provided for in 2-15-185B.

(8) “"Department” means the department of commerce
provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18.

(3) THearing® means the adjudicative proceeding
concerning the lissuance, denial, suspension, or revocation
of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an
applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board.

{1D) "Topical medications” means medicaticons applied

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in

{section 2(2)] for which a prescription is required wunder

state or federal law."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. application and administration
of topical medications -- prescription, purchasing, and
recardkeeping requirements. (1) A licensed physical
therapist may apply or administer topical medications by:

(ay direct application;

(b} iontophoresis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of electricity; or

(c) phonopharesis, a process whereby topical
medications are applied through the use of ultrasound.

[2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or
administer the following topical medications:

{a) bactericidal agents;

{by debriding agents;

(c) anesthetic agents;
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(d) anti-inflammatory agents;

(e) antispasmodic agents; and

{f) adrenocortico-steroids.

(1) Topical medications applied or administered by a
physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or
standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized
to order or prescribe topical medications and must be
purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical
medications dispensed under this section wmust comply with
packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of
pharmacists under Title 17, chapter 7.

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical
therapist who applies or administers topical medications as
authorized in this section.

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols.
The board, 1in consyltation with the board 2f medical
examiners and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt
written protocols for each class of topical medicaticn
listed in [section 2(2)] for which a prescription is
required under state or federal law. Protocols must incliude
a description of each topical medication and its actions,
indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper
procedure and technique for the application or

administration of the medicatinn.

Section 4, section 37-11-102, MCA, is amended ta read:
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"37-11-102. Exemptions. This chapter shati may not be
construed to limit or regulate any other business or
profession or any services rendered or performed in

connection +herawiel with another business or profession,

including osteopathy, chiropractiec, or chiropractic
physiotherapyr--massage—-therapists;-——massenrs;-——or--Swedish

massenues, OR MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TOQO THE EXTENT THEY DO

MASSAGE . "
Seetion-5:—-Seectson-37-11-3047-MEA7-tu-amended-ta-reads
433-33-394---Application-for-——examination———--- feer-—-¢1}

dniesa--antitted--to-a-ticense-under-37-11-3877-a-person-who

destres-to-be-itcensed-as-a-physical-therapist--shali--apptly
te--the--department-—-in—-writing;-cn-a—form-furnished-by—the
department:-He-shall-embody--in--that--application--evidence
under-sathr-satisfactory-te-the-board;-of-his-possessing-the
quatificatiens——-preliminary---to--axamination--regonired--by
3F-131-363-
t?3--He-shatl-pay-te--the--department--at--the--time--of
fititng--his-appltication-a-fee-as-catabiished-by-the-board-by
ruter-Satd Phe fee-shati muakt be-commenaunrate-with-the--esate
sf--the-examination-and-teta-ndmintstration-and-shait must be
deposited-in-the-state-apecinl-revenue-fund-for-the——unse--of
the-boards-subject-+to-37-1-10%¢6}~
t3}--Anyene-fatrtimg-to-pass-the first-osr-sccond required

EXAMINBCION- ~ta--emprbted--to--a--seccond Aancther examinat:on
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within--6--months: An--appirecant—who-farts-three-suceessive

examinations-may-pply-for-ceexamination-—afrer-—t--year--of

additionai-professional-experience-or-training:®

NEW SECTION. Section 5. cCodification

[Sections 2 and 3] are intended to
integral part of Title 37, chapter 11,
provisions o©of Title 37, chapter 11,
[sections 2 and 1].

-End-

instruction.
be codified as an
part 1, and the

part 1, apply to
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