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J/.,,ws-f: BILL NO, ,JL// 

INTRODUCED BY GrA4U., rt·alv, .. en,L_/ 

?-~ ~~ lvho,,\e~ -~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE 

OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; 

AUTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND 

ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE 

PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; DEFINING AND DESCRIBING 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND 

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN 

PROTOCOLS FOR THE 

OF ADMINISTRATION 

THERAPISTS; NARROWING 

DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL 

REVISING PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; 

EXAMINATION PROCEDURES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, 

37-11-102, AND 37-11-304, MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

[section 3] requires the board of physical therapy examiners 

to adopt rules to govern the process of application of 

topical medications by licensed physical therapists. It is 

intended that the rules: 

{l) be adopted after consultation with the board of 
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LC 0140/01 

medical examiners and the board of pharmacy; 

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include: 

(a) a description of the topical medication; 

(b) a description of its actions, indications, and 

contraindications; and 

(c) the proper procedure and technique for the 

application and administration of the medication; and 

(3) apply only co topical medications for which a 

prescription is required under state or federal law. 

BE I'r ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) 0 Physical therapy" means ":he evaluation, treatment, 

and instruction of h~man beings to detect, assess, prevent, 

correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily 

malfunction and pain, i~jury, and any bodily or mental 

conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise.!_.£.!_escribed 

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the 

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical 

or mental disability. 

(2) "Physical the::-apist" or 11 physiotherapist" means a 

person who practices physical therapy. 

(3} ''Ph··sicdl therapy student'' or "physical therapy 

-2-
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LC 0140/01 

intern" means an individual enroiled in an accredited 

physical therapy curriculum and who, as part of his 

professional, educational, and clinical training, is 

practicing in a physical therapy setting under the 

direction, guidance, and observation of a licensed physical 

therapist. 

(4) ''Physical the~apy therapist assistant'1 means a 

pe•son who is a graduate of an accredited curriculum 

approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist 

in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require an understanding of physical therapy. 

(5) ''Physical therapy practitioner 11
, '

1physical therapy 

"physiotherapy practitioner", or "manual specialist'', 

therapists'' are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the 

above or any letters implying 

terms; any reference to any 

includes the others but does 

the above are equivalent 

one of them in this chapter 

not include certified 

corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

( 6) "Physical therapy aide" means a person who aids in 

the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed 

physical therapist who must be available for periodic checks 

during any procedure or treatment involving a patient, 

(7) ''Board'' means the board of physical therapy 

examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 
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(8) "Department" means the department of 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(9) ''Hearing 11 means the adjudicative 

LC 0140/01 

commerce 

proceeding 

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation 

of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an 

applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board. 

(10) "Topical medications" means medications applied 

locally to the skin and includes 0~1____!1:~_Qi~.~-t_ions listed ~B. 

lsection 2( 2)] for which a pr,=,scri_pti_on _____ is_ ~uired under 

state or federal law." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Application and administration 

of topical medications prescription, purchasing, and 

Lecordkeeping r·equirements. ( l) A licensed physical 

therapist may apply or administer topical medications by: 

(a) direct application; 

(b) iontophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are appl:ed through the use of electricity; or 

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications arP applied through the use of ultrasound~ 

( 2) A li..censed physical therapist may apply or 

administer the following topical medications: 

(a) bactericidal agents; 

(b) debriding agents; 

(c) anesthetic agents: 

(d) anti-inflammatory agents; 

-4-
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(e} antispasmodic agents; and 

(f) adrenocortico-steroids. 

LC 0140/01 

(3) Topical medications applied or administered by a 

physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or 

standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized 

to order or prescribe topical medications and must be 

purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical 

medications dispensed under this section must comply with 

packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of 

pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7. 

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical 

therapist who applies or administers topical medications as 

authorized in this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols. 

The board, in consultation with the board of medical 

examiners and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt 

written protocols for each class of topical medication 

listed in [section 2(2)1 for which a prescription is 

required under state or federal law. Protocols must include 

a description of each topical medication and its actions, 

indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper 

procedure and technique for the application or 

administration of the medication. 

Section 4. Section 37-11-102, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-102. Exemptions. This chaptP,r ~hal± ~~_y not be 
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construed to limit or regulate any other business or 

profession or any services rendered or per formed in 

connection ther@w±th with another business or erofession, 

including osteopathy, chiropractic, or chiropractic 

physiotherapy7--ma~~e9e--therap±~~9,--mass@~rs,--or--Sw~d±~h 

me:s~ettr~." 

Section 5. Section 37-11-304, MCA, is amended to read, 

"37-11-304. Application for examination fee. ( 1) 

Unless entitled to a lice~se under 37-11-307, a person who 

desires to be licensed as a physical therapist shall apply 

to the department in writing, on a form furnished by the 

department. He shall embody in that application evidence 

under oath, satisfactory to the board, of his possessing the 

qualifications 

37-11-303. 

preliminary to exami~ation required by 

(2) He shall pay to the department at the time of 

filing his app~ication a fee as established by the board by 

rule. Said The fee ~ha±± must be commensurate with the cost 

of the examination and its administration and ~ha¼¼ must be 

deposited in the state special revenue fund for the use of 

the board, subject to 37-1-101(6). 

(3) Anyone failing to pass the f.i_r_s::_o!_ _ __§_e_s-_ond required 

examination is entitled to 8--~eeond anothe£ examination 

within 6 months. An ~isc!..Q~ _who fails three successive 

examinations ___ ~_9_y_ '?:1212.!..Y £'or reexamination after 1 year of 
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additional professional experience or training.'' 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Codification 

LC 0140/01 

instruction. 

3 [Sections 2 and 3] are intended to be codified as an 

4 integral pare of Title 37, chapter 11, part l, and the 

5 provisions of Title 37, chapter 11, part 1, apply to 

6 (sections 2 and 3]. 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING 

HOUSE BILL NO. 341 

INTRODUCED BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN, 

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE: LICENSURE 

OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS ANO THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; 

,uTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY ANO 

ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE 

PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; DEFINING AND DESCR,?,NG 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND 

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

11110 ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN 

PROTOCOLS FOR THE 

OF ADMINISTRATION 

THERAPISTS; NARROWING 

DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL 

REV'fSHlS PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; 

BJIJ\M'fNAT'f8N-PRS€BB8RBS7 AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, AND 

37-11-102, ANB-3~-H-3847 MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

[section 3) requires the board of physical therapy examiners 

to adopt rules to govern the process of application of 

topical medications by'licensed physical therapists. It is 

intended that the rules~ 
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(1) be adopted after consultation with the board of 

medical examiners and the board of pharmacy; 

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include: 

(a) a description of the topical medication; 

(b) a description of its actions, indications, and 

contraindications; and 

(c) the oroper procedure and technique for the 

application and administration of the medication; and 

11) apply only to topical ~edications for which a 

prescription is required under state or federal law. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

[l) ''Physical therapy'' means the evaluation, treatment, 

and instruction of human beings to detect, assess, prevent, 

correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily 

malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental 

conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise, prescribed 

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the 

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical 

er mentdl disability. 

(2) ''Physicdl therapist'' or ''physiotherapist'' ~eans a 

person who practices physical therapy. 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 341 
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HB 0341/02 

( 3) "Physical therapy student'' or "physical therapy 

intern'' means an individual enrolled in an accredited 

physical therapy curriculum and who, as part of his 

professional, educational, and clinical training, is 

practicing in a physical therapy setting under the 

direction, guidance, and observation of a licensed physical 

therapist. 

( 4) "Physical ~herapy therapist assistant'' means a 

person who is a graduate of an accredited curriculum 

approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist 

in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require an understanding of physical therapy. 

( 5) "Physical therapy practitioner", "physical :.herapy 

specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner", or "manual 

therapists~ are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the 

above or any letters implying the above are equivalent 

terms; any reference to any one of them in this chapcer 

includes the others but does not include certified 

corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

I 6) "Physical therapy aide" means a person who aids in 

the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed 

physical therapist who must be available for periodic checks 

during 3~Y procedure or treatment involv:ng a pat~c~t. 

I 7 I "Board" means the board of physical tnerJpy 
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HB 0341/02 

examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

(8) "Department" means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2, chapter 15, part 18. 

(9) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding 

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation 

of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an 

applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board. 

( 10) "Topical medications" means medications applied 

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in 

[section 2(2) l for which a prescription is required under 

state or federal law." 

NEW SEC'!'_~9~...: Section 2. Application and administration 

of topical medications 

recordkeeping requirements. 

prescription, purchasing, and 

I 1) A licensed physical 

therapist may apply or administer topical medications by: 

{a) direct application; 

(b) iontophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied through the use of electricity; or 

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied tr.rough the use of ultrasound. 

(2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or 

administer the following topical medications: 

(a) bactericidal agents~ 

(b) debriding 3gents: 

(c) anesthetic agents; 

-4- HB 341 
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(d) 

(e) 

( f) 

anti-inflammatory agents; 

antispasmodic agents; and 

adrenocortico-steroids. 

HB 0341/02 

(3) Topical medications applied or administered by a 

physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or 

standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized 

to order or prescribe topical medications and must be 

purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical 

medications dispensed under this secti~~ must comply wi:h 

packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of 

pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7. 

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical 

therapist who applies or administers topical medications as 

authorized in this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board 

The board, in consultation with 

examiners and the board of pharmacy, 

written protocols for each class 

adoption of protocols. 

the board of medical 

shall by rule adopt 

of topical medication 

listed in [section 2(2)] for which a prescription is 

required under state or federal law. Protocols must include 

a description of each topical medication and its actions, 

indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper 

procedure and technique for the applicaticn or 

administration of the medicaticn. 

Section 4. Section 37-11-102, ~CA, is amended to :read: 

-5- HB 341 
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profession or 
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Exemptions. This chapter 9~8½½ ~ not be 

limit or regulate any other business or 

any services rendered or performed in 

connecticn ~~~~~w~~" with another business or profession, 

including osteopathy, chiropractic, or chiropractic 

physiotherapy,--massage--t~erap±sts,--massenrs,--or--Swe~ish 

massettrs, OR MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TO THE EXTENT THEY DO 

MASSAGE." 

Seet±en-57--s~~tion-37-¼l-36 ♦,-MeA,-~s-affle~eed-to-reed~ 

u31-11-3e4T--App¼±eat±on-£o~--exaffl±na~ion------feeo--tit 

6n¼ess--ent±~¼ed--to-a-¼ieenee-ttnde~-3T-ll-38Y7 -a-person-who 

deeiree-to-ee-¼±eensed-as-a-phye±ea¼-therapist--sha¼T--apply 

to--the--department--in--wr±t±ng,-on-a-£orm-£ttrn±shed-ey-the 

depa~tmentT-He-shall-embody--in--that--app¼±eat±on--e~idence 

tlnder-oat",-sat±sfaetory-to-the-board,-of-h±e-r,oesese±n~-t"e 

~tta±ifieat±one---pre¼±minary---to--exam±nat±on--re~tt±re~--by 

31-H-303.,-

tzt--He-ehai¼-pay-to--the--de~artment--at--the--t±me--of 

£il±n9--his-app¼ieation-a-~ee-as-established-by-the-board-~y 

~ttleT-Seid ~~e £ee-shai¼ mttst be-eol'l\fflene~rate-w±th-the--eost 
-- ---

0£--t"e-e~aminat±~n-and-its-administration-and-~"s¼¼ ffitt~t be 

depos¼ted-in-the-~tete-~pee±a¼-re~entte-£ttnd-£or-the--tt~e--o~ 

the-bo~~d7-~a~jeet-to-31-l-l0lf6t.,-

t3t--A~y~~~-f~+itMg-to-pa~~-the £tr~t-o~-~eeond req~±~ed 

~xamtna~ton--t3- ~ntitTed--to--a--eecond a"~the~ ewamtn~tie~ 

-6- HB 341 
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examinetien9-ffley-app¼y-for-reexeminatton--after--T--yea~--e! 

additiona¼-prefe~~ienat-experienee-er-training.u 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification 

(Sections 2 and 3] are intended to 

integral part of Title 37, chapter 11, 

provisions of Title 37, chapter 11, 

(sections 2 and 3 l. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 341 

INTnOOUCED BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN, 

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT la:NTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE LICENSURE 

OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; 

,DTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND 

ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE 

PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY: DEFINING AND DESCRIBING 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND 

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN 

PROTOCOLS FOR 

ADMINISTRATION 

THE 

OF 

THERAPISTS; NARROWING 

DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, ANO 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL 

RBVrSrHS PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; 

l!llAM¼HA~¼8N-PR8eBB!lRBS7 AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-1017 AND 

37-11-102, AHB-3~-¼¼-3847 MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

[section 3] requires the board of physical therapy examiners 

to adopt rules to govern the process of application of 

topical medications by"licensed physical therapists. It 1s 

intended that the rules: 
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{l) be adopted after consultation with the board of 

medical examiners and the board of pharmacy; 

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include: 

(a) a description of the topical medication; 

(b) a description of its actions, indications, and 

contraindications; and 

(c) the proper procedure and technique for the 

application and administration of the medication: and 

(J) apply only to topical medications for which a 

prescription is required under stat@ or federal Jaw. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•37-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

11) flPhysical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment, 

and instruction of human beings to detect, assess, prevent, 

correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily 

malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental 

conditions by the use of therapeutic exercise. prescribed 

topical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the 

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical 

or mental disability. 

(2) ''Physical therapist'' or "physiotherapist~ means a 

person who practices physical the~apy. 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 341 
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( 3) "Physical therapy student" or .. physical therapy 

intern" means an individual enrolled in an accredited 

physical therapy curriculum and who, as part of his 

professional, educational, and clinical training, is 

practicing in a physical therapy setting under the 

direction, guidance, and observation of a licensed physical 

therapist. 

(4) "Physical ~he~epy therapist assistant• means a 

person who is a graduate of an accredited curriculum 

approved by the board and who assists a physica! therapist 

in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require an understanding of physical therapy. 

(5) ''Pnys1ca1 therapy practitioner'', ''physical therapy 

specialist", "physiotherapy practitioneI"", or "manual 

therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the 

above or any letters implying the above are equivaient 

terms; any reference to any one of them in rhis chapter 

includes the others but does not include certified 

corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

(6) "Physical therapy aide'' means a person who aids in 

the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed 

physical therapist who must be available for periodic checks 

during any procedure or treatment involving a patient. 

17) "Board" means the board of physical therapy 

-3- HB 341 
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HB 0341/02 

examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

( 8) 01 Depactment•• means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2. chapter 15, part 18. 

(9) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding 

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation 

of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an 

applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board. 

(10) "Topical medications" means medications applied 

locally to the skin and includes on~y-~edic~tions listed in 

l_§,_~~tior. 2(:!) l for which a prescription is required under 

state or federal law.'' 

NEW Sl':CTION, Section 2. Application and administration 

of topical ■edicalions 

recordkeeping requirements. 

prescriptionr purchasing, and 

( 1) A licensed physical 

therapist may apply or administer topical medications by: 

(a) direct application: 

(b) iontophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied through the use of electricity; or 

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied through the use of ultrasound. 

( 2) A licensed physical therapist may apply or 

administer the following topical medications: 

(a) bactericidal agents: 

(b) debrid1ng dgenls; 

(c) anesthetic agents; 
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(d) anti-inflammatory agents; 

te) antispasmodic agents; and 

(f) adrenocortico-steroids. 
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(3) Topical medications applied or administered by a 

physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or 

standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner authorized 

to order or prescribe topical medications and must be 

purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical 

medications dispensPd under t~is section must complv with 

pac~aging and laoel1ng guidelines developed by the board of 

pharmacists under Title J7, chapter 7. 

(4) App£"opriate recordk.eeping is required of a phys.1.c-dl 

therapist who applies or administers topical medications as 

authorized in this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols. 

The board, in consultation with the board of medical 

examiners and the board of pharmacy, shall by rule adopt 

written protocols for each class of topical medication 

listed in [section 2(2)] for which a prescription is 

required under state or federal law. Protocols must include 

a description of each topical medication and its actions, 

indications, and contraindications, as well as the proper 

procedure and technique for the application or 

administration of the medication. 

Section 4. Section 37-11-102, MCA, is amended to read: 
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•11-11-102. Exemptions. This chapter 9h8¼¼ ~ not be 

construed to limit or regulate any other business or 

profession or any services rendered or performed in 

connection tl"t~-rewi-tt"I with another business or :erofession, 

including osteopathy, chiropractic, e,e chiropl'actic 

physiotherapy7--massage--tt"lernpists7--Massettrs7--or--Swedieft 

~ft~~~tt1'~, OR MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TO TBE EXTENT TREY DO 

MASSAGE." 

~eeti~~-5.--seetion-3T-½~-~9•7-MeAT-+~-~Me"de~-~e-readT 

•3~-½½-384~--App½±eation-for--examinat~on------fee•--t¼t 

~n¼eee--en~itl~d--to-a-lieenee-ttnder-31-t%-39~7-a-per9eft-who 

de9ires-to-be-%teeneed-as-a.,phyeiea¼-theraptst--shai¼--app¼y 

to--the--department--in--writtn9,-oft-a-form-farn±ehed-by-the 

departmento-He-eha½¼-emboe:y--in--that--app¼±eation--evidence 

ttnder-oatl"l,-eatie£aetory-to-the-board7 -of-l"tie-poeeeseing-the 

~tlelifieatione---pre½imina~y---to--exam±nation--reqHired--by 

31-ll-393~ 

t~t--He-9hai¼-pay-to--tt"le--department--at--the--time--or 

£i¼inq--his-app¼ieat±oft-a-fee-ae-eetab¼iehed-by-~he-board-by 

rtt¼e.-Said ~he fee-snail mttet be-e0Mleflsttrete-with-the--ee9~ 

ef--~he-exami"atio"-and-ite-admifti9~raeion-and-9ha¼¼ Mttet b@ 

depesited-ift-the-~tete-9peeial-~e•efltte-fttftd-for-tl"te--ttse--o£ 

the-eear~7-~ttej~et-te-31-l-l9lf6tT 

t3t--~nyo"e-failinq-to-~e~~-tne fir~t-o~-~eeend reqtt±red 

examinetiofl--t~--ent~tt~d--to--a--seeond aflother exam±natioft 
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1 wiChin--6--menens~ An--a.2.e,¼iean~-who-fai¼9-~ftr~~-~tteee99t•e 

2 

3 
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B 

exafflinations-111ay-app½y-for-reexafflination--atter--i--year--ef 

addi~ional-professiona¼-experienee-er-trainin9~~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification 

(Sections 2 and 3 J are intended to 

integral part of Title 37, chapter 11, 

provisions of Title 37, chapter 11, 

[sections 2 and 3 J. 

-Encl-

-7-

be 

part 

part 

instruction. 

codified as an 

1, and the 

1, apply to 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 341 

INTROOUCEO BY BRADLEY, JACOBSON, J. BROWN, 

RUSSELL, WHALEN, STRIZICH, SVRCEK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: "AN ACT REVISING THE LlCENSURE 

OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; 

,DTHORIZING A LICENSED PHYSICAL THERAPIST TO APPLY AND 

ADMINISTER PRESCRIBED TOPICAL MEDICATIONS AS PART OF THE 

PRACTICE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY; DEFINING AND DESCRIBING 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; PROVIDING PRESCRIPTION, PURCHASING, AND 

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

WHO ADMINISTER TOPICAL MEDICATIONS; REQUIRING THE BOARD OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS TO ESTABLISH BY RULE WRITTEN 

PROTOCOLS FOR THE 

OF ADMINISTRATION 

T'HERAPISTS; NARROWING 

DESCRIPTION, APPLICATION, AND 

TOPICAL MEDICATIONS BY PHYSICAL 

RBVISINfl PRACTICE EXEMPTIONS; 

BWAMfNA~I9N-PR8eBBHRBS, AND AMENDING SECTIONS 37-11-101, AND 

37-11-102, ANB-31-ii-3847 MCA." 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

[section JJ requires the board of physical therapy examiners 

to adopt rules to govern the process of application of 

topical medications by"licensed physical therapists. It is 

intended that the rules: 
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(1) be adopted after consultation with the board of 

medical examiners and the board of pharmacy; 

(2) be in the form of written protocols that include: 

la) a description of the topical medication; 

(b) a description of its actions, indications, and 

contraindications; and 

(c) the proper procedure and technique for the 

application and administration of the medication: and 

{3) apply only to topical medications for which a 

prescription is required under state or federal law. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-11-101, MCA, is amended to read: 

•]7-11-101. Definitions. Unless the context requires 

otherwise, in this chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) "Physical therapy" means the evaluation, treatment. 

and instruction of human beings to detect, dssess, prevent, 

correct, alleviate, and limit physical disability, bodily 

malfunction and pain, injury, and any bodily or mental 

conditions by the use of therapeutic exerciseL......E.rescribed 

~ical medications, and rehabilitative procedures for the 

purpose of preventing, correcting, or alleviating a physical 

or mental disability. 

()1 ''Physical therapist'' or ''physiotherap1st" means a 

person who practic@s physical therapy. 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- HB 341 
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(J) •physical therapy student'' or "physical therapy 

intern'' means ~n individual enrolled in an accredited 

physical therapy curriculum and whc, as part of his 

professional, educational, and clinical training, is 

practicing in a physical therapy settinq under the 

direction, guidance, and observation of a licensed physical 

therapist. 

(4) "Physical t~e~apy therapist assistant" means a 

person who is a graduate of an accredited curriculum 

approved by the board and who assists a physical therapist 

in the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require an understanding of physical therapy. 

( 5} •physical therapy practitioner", "physical therapy 

specialist", "physiotherapy practitioner"r or "manual 

therapists" are equivalent terms, and any derivation of the 

above or any letters implying the above are equivalent 

terms; any reference to any o,e of them in this chapter 

includes the others but does not include certified 

corrective therapists or massage therapists. 

(6) "Physical therapy aide" means a person who aids in 

the practice of physical therapy and whose activities 

require on-the-job training and supervision by a licensed 

physical therapist ~ho must be available for periodic checks 

during any procedur~ or treatment involving~ patient. 

(7) "Board" means the board of physical therapy 
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examiners provided for in 2-15-1858. 

(8) "Department" means the department of commerce 

provided for in Title 2' chapter 15, part 18, 

( 9) "Hearing" means the adjudicative proceeding 

concerning the issuance, denial, suspension, or revocation 

of a license, after which the appropriate action toward an 

applicant or licensee is to be determined by the board. 

.L!_QJ_ "Topical medications" means medications applied 

locally to the skin and includes only medications listed in 

[section 2(2)} for which a prescription is required under 

state or federal law." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Application and administration 

of topical medications 

recordkeepinq requirements. 

prescription, purchasing, and 

l l) I\ licensed physical 

therapist may apply or administer topical medic~tions by: 

(a) direct application; 

( b) iontophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied through the use of electricity: or 

(c) phonophoresis, a process whereby topical 

medications are applied through the use of ultrasound. 

l 2 l A licensed physical therapist may apply or 

administer the following topical medications: 

{a) bactericidal agents; 

(b) debriding agents; 

(cl anesthetic agents; 
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(d) 

le) 

If l 

anti-inflammatory agents; 

antispasmodic agents; anrl 

adrenocortico-steroid5. 

HB 0341/02 

()} Topical medications applied or administered by a 

physical therapist must be prescribed on a specific or 

standing basis by a licensed medical practitioner aulhorized 

to order or prescribe topical medications and must be 

purchased from a pharmacy certified under 37-7-321. Topical 

medications dispensed under this section must comply with 

packaging and labeling guidelines developed by the board of 

pharmacists under Title 37, chapter 7. 

(4) Appropriate recordkeeping is required of a physical 

therapist who applies or administers topical medications as 

authorized in this section. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Board adoption of protocols. 

The board, in consultal1on with 

examiners and the board of pharmacy, 

the board 

shdll by 

-:if medical 

rule adopt 

written protocols for each class of topical medication 

listed in [section 2(2)1 for which a prescrlption is 

required under state or federal law. Protocols must include 

a description of each topical med1cation and its actions, 

indications. and contraindications, 

procedure and technique for 

administration of th@ med1cat1on. 

as well 

the 

as the propet 

n.pplicalion 1'r 

Section 4. Section 37-11-102, M.CA, is amended ta re~'\d: 
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"37-11-102. 

construed to 

profession or-
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Exemptions. This chapter ~hatt ~ not be 

limit or regulate any other business or 

any services rendered or performed in 

connection ~her~M~~~ with another business or profession, 

including osteopathy, chiropractic, or chiropractic 

physiotherapy7--ma~~eqe--therapi~ts,--mas~edr~7--or--Swed½~h 

mes~ettrs~ OR MASSAGE THERAPISTS, TO THE EXTENT TREY 00 

MASSAGE." 

Seetion-s~--see~io"-31-ll-384;-MeAy-i~-afflended-to-read~ 

a31-½T-39•,--App¼teatie"-~or--examtnatton------fee~--tlt 

8n~e~~--e~titled--to-a-lteense-~"eer-~1-ll-387,-e-per~on-who 

desires-to-~e-½iee~~ed-es-a-physica¼-therapist--skell--app!y 

to--the--department--tn--writing,-o"-e-£orffl-fttrnished-ey-the 

department~-He-shall-embody--in--that--applieation--e~idenee 

ttnder-oeth,-settsfaetory-to-the-board,-of-his-possessi"g-th~ 

qttelificatien~---preli~tnary---to--examinatton--re~ntred--by 

H-H-39h 

t~t--He-9hat!-pay-to--th@--depertfflent--at--the--tiffle--e~ 

ft~tnq--hi~-apptieetton-a-fee-a~-e~tah½i9hed-by-~he-boerd-by 

rn¼e.-Said ~~e fee-~hnti ffltt~t b~-eonunen~nrate-with-the--ee~t 
-- ~--

of--the-examination-end-tt~-administratio"-and-sha¼l ffltt~t be 

depo~~ted-in-the-~~ete-~p~eial-revenne-fttnd-for-the--tt~e--of 

the-boerd7-~~bi~e~-to-31-!-¼8tt6tT 

t ~ -t - -Anyl""n~ -- fi ~t-l !" ~~-to-pe!"l~-t'he f 1:r~t:--_~r-9eeoJ!~. rel!"!t2i r~d 

e~emtnett~n -~~--~~t~tted--to--a--~eeen~ ~nother e~amtnatton 
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1 w+t-hin--6--fftenthso A.ft--e:~a"t--who-fe: '.t ¼~_-:t-hr-~e-3tteee!!!I~ tv~ 

2 

3 

examinatiofts-may-,ipply-for-ree~e:ffl~n8t~on--efter--t--yee:r--?~ 

addit-ieftel-p~ofessie"a½-ex~e~ience-o~-~~ei~ing~• 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. 

5 {Sections 2 and 31 are intended to be codifipd as an 

6 

7 

8 

integral pact of Title 37, chapter 

provisions of Title 37, chapter 

(sections 2 and 3). 

-End-
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11, part ] , and the 

llr part 1, apply to 
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