
JANUARY 21, 1991 

JANUARY 22, 1991 

FEBRUARY 13, 1991 

FEBRUARY 14, 1991 

FEBRUARY 16, 1991 

FEBRUARY 18, 1991 

FEBRUARY.19, 1991 

FEBRUARY 20, 1991 

MARCH 28, 1991 

APRIL 3, 1991 

APRIL 4, 1991 

APRIL 8, 1991 

APRIL 9, 1991 

HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING 

IN THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 93; NOES, 6. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

IN THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT 
ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 50; NOES, O. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT 
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ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
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IN THE HOUSE 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTED. 

SECOND READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

THIRD READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
REPORT ADOPTED. 

IN THE SENATE 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ADOPTED. 

IN THE HOUSE 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 
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kj~ BIL~ NO. c$o ( 
INTRODUCED BY ;-ju1t<.d= -v9J./h~ L,~ 

/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL 

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS; ELIMINATING THE NECESSITY 

OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION BEFORE A LOCAL 

AUTHORITY CAN ESTABLISH A SPEED LIMIT; ELIMINATING THE 

HIGHWAY COMMISSION'S EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL 

SPEED LIMITS ON FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS IN 

MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303 

AND 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE. fl 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-303. Speed restrictions basic rule. (1) A 

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a 

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and 

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the 

point of operation, taking into account the amount and 

character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of 

vehicle, grade and width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive 

it so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, 

~n, LegW,<,,e cou=,, 
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LC 1492/01 

limb, property, or other rights of a person entitled to the 

use of the street or highway. 

(2) Where no special hazard exists that requires lower 

speed for compliance with subsection (1) of this section, 

the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified 

in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309, 

61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in 

excess of those limits is unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district; 

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair or on a highway being surveyed; 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations during the 

nighttime, except that the nighttime speed limit on 

completed sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per 

hour. 

(3) ''Daytime'' m~ans from one-half hour before sunrise 

to one-half hour after sunsec. ''Nighttime'' means at any 

other hour. 

(4) The speed limits set forth in this section may be 

altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-3097 

6t-8-ate, and 61-8-313. 

(5) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade 

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
Hd 3o<, 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

LC 1492/01 

approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or 

winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with 

respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 

weather or highway condition. 11 

Section 2. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter 

limits~ (1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 

determines on--t~e--basis--of--an--eng±neer±ng--and-traff½e 

tnvest±g8t½en that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and 

61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or less than is 

reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 

a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set 

a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

{a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but 

16 not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; or 

17 {c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but 

18 not to less than 15 miles per hour. 

19 (2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as 

20 provided in subsection (l)(c) without an engineering and 

21 traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in 

22 60-1-103. 

23 (3) A local authority in its jurisdiction snail~ 

24 determine by-8n-en9i~eering-a~d--tre££ie--inve~tigation the 

25 proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a 
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reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or 

less than the speed pecmitted undec 61-8-303 foe an ucban 

district, 

{4} An altered limit established as authorized under 

this section is effective at all times or at other times 

determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving 

notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway. 

t5t--~~e--co!Ml.±eeion--~ae--exe¼ttei~e-juriediet±on-~o-set 

9pee±a±--epeed--l±mite--on--a¼¼--£edera¼-sid---hi~hways---or 

exte~eione-thereo£-¼n-al¼-muniei~al±t±ee-or-ttrban-areaso-~~e 

eomrn±seion---shall--eet--these--¼imits--±n--ae~ordanee--with 

61-8-3897" 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval, 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, "AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A SOCAc. 

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOOLS; 

EblMfNA~lN6-~HE-NEeBSS£~¥--SP--AN--EN6lNEERlN6--AN8--~RAPPt€ 

£NVES~t6A~f9N-BEP9RE-A-b9€Ab-AH~H8Rl~¥-eAN-ES~ABbiSH-A-SPEE8 

blMl~~---EblMfNA~IN6---~HE--Hf6HWA¥--€6MMfSSl8NiS--EMEbBSlVE 

~HRtSBl€~f9N-~9-SE~--SPE€fAb--SPEE8--blMf~S--9N--PEBERAb-At8 

Hf6HWA¥S--6R--E*~ENSf9NS--tN--MBNf€lPAbl~lES-8R-HHBAN-AREAS~ 

AMENDING SEE~l9NS-6¼-8-383-AN8 SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING ~NIM.MEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O? MONccANA, 

Seetion-±,--Seetie~-6¼-8-393,-MeA,-~~-amended-te-re~d~ 

u6Y-8-3830--Speed--re~tr±et±on9------~as±~--rtl½~,--+Yt-~ 

~erson-eperat±n9-er-dri~~n9-a-ve~~e½e-oE-an7-~hd4aeterHen--~ 

pabi~e-high~~y-of-this-state-s~a±X-Ori~~-it-~n-a-eeref~i-e~d 

prttdent--manne~,--and--at-a-~ate-0£-~peed-no-9rea~er~·tha~-±s 

rea~onab±e-anC-prope~-tl~der-t~e-eond±t±o~~-e~±st±~;--at--the 

~o±nt--0£--operat±on,--ta~±ng--into--eeeotlnt--the-amonnt-and 

eharaeter--o£--traf£~e,--eond±~ion--of--brake~,--we±ght---o~ 

~eh±e±e,--grade--and-w±Oth-of-h±ghw8y,-eond±t±on-of-~~r£aee, 

a~~-freedoffl-o~-e~~trttet±e~-te-~±ew-ohe~d,-~nri-he-~~ei½-dr±~e 

Ie-~o-a~-noe-to-~fldtl±y-er-tt~rea9onab±y--endttn9er--ehe--iife, 

~n; ,,.,.,.,,.. Counc" 
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±±mb,--property;-or-other-r±ghts-oE-a-persen-ent±t±ed-to-the 

tlse-0E-the-~treet-or-h±9hway~ 

tit--W"ere-no-~peeiai-hazard-ex±sts-tftat-reqtt±re~--¼ower 

speed--for--eomp±±anee--w±t"-s~eseet±on-t±t-0£-this-seetion, 

the-9peed-of-a-~eh±e±e-not-i~-exeess-of-the-¼±ffl±ts-spee±£ied 

±n-th±s-seee±on-or-e9tabi±s~ed-as--a~thor±zed--±n--6±-8-3997 

6¼-8-3T87--6Y-8-3±±r--and-6¼-8-3¼3-i~-±aw£ttt,-bttt-a-~peed-~n 

exeess-e£-the~e-l±m±t~-i~-tt~Taw£ttT~ 

tat--~5-m±ie~-per-hottr-in-an-ttrban-d±~tr±et; 

tbt--35-~±ie~-per-hettr-on-a-h~gkway--nnder--constr~etie~ 

er-repa±r-or-en-a-h±9hway-Oe±n9-~ttrveyeO; 

tet--55--m±l~s--~e~--hettr--~n-other-ioeations-dttr~ng-t~e 

n±9htt±me,--exeept--tnee--the--nightt±me--~peed---T±m±t---o~ 

eempieteci--seetio~s--o~--±~ter~tate-h±ghway~-±~-65-m±iee-per 

~ettr~ 

t3t--ue~y~±~e"-me~~e-£rom-one-haif-hottr--be~ore--9Hn~±ee 

te--one-haT£--~o~r--after--s~neet,--uN±~htt±~eu-means-at-eny 

ether-ho~r, 

t4t--~he-spee6-I±m±~e-eet-£orth-±n-th±s-eeetion--may--ee 

a¼tered--hy-~he-h±g~w~7-eemmis~±on-ae-attthor±zed-±n-5t-8-3697 

6±-8-3Te,-and-6¼-8-3i3, 

t5t--Ph~--~r±~er--ef--a--~e~±e¼e--5hai¼;-eons±stent-with 

~ttb~eet±on-tlt,-dr~ve-at-an-appropr±ate-redtteed--epeed--when 

~~~r~~~h±ng--ct~O--ercss±n~--en-in~e~~eetion-or-ra±iway-g~B~e 

ero~sIM~r-when-~~~~oaeh~n9-and-go±ng-arotlne--a--e~r~e,--wken 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 306 
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appreaeh±ng--a--h±±i--erest7-when-tre~ei±ng-ttpon-e-na~row-or 

w±nd±n9-roadway,-and--wnen--a--spee±a¼--ha~ard--exi~t~--w±th 

re~peet--to--~edestr±ans--or--otner--tre££ie-or-by-reason-o£ 

~ea~~e~-or-h±gnway-eonO±t±on~u 

Section 1. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter 

limits. (1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 

determines on--the--bas±s--0£--an--eng~neer±ng--and-t~a~f±e 

±~~e~tiga~±en ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC 

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and 

61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or less than is 

reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 

a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set 

a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but 

not tc more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; o~ 

(c) decreases ~he limit outside an urban district, but 

not to less than 15 miles per hourT; OR 

( D) DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOOL ro NOT 

LESS THAN 80% OF THE SPEED LIMIT THAT WOULD BE SET ON THE 

BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION. 

{2) A boa~d of county commissioners may set limits as 

provid~d i~ s~bsecticn (l)(C) witt1out an engineering and 

25 traffic i11vescigation on a county road, as defined in 

-3- HB 306 
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60-1-103. 

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction sh8i± !!!.!_Y 

determine by-a~-en9inee~±~9-a~d--traff¼e--tnve9t±9etion the 

proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a 

reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or 

less than the speed permitted ander 61-8-303 for an urban 

district. 

(4) An altered limit establis~ed as authorized under 

this section is effective at all times or at other times 

determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving 

notice of tne altered llmlt are erected upon the highway. 

fSt--~he--eom.missio~--~a~--exc±ttsi~e-jtt~±~d±et±on-to-~e~ 

~peciai--speed--%imi~~--o~--~~i--£ederai-etd---h~g"weys---or 

extens±ons-ene~eof-in-aii-mtl"ie±pai±ties-or-ttrbe~-arees•-~he 

eomm±s~ion---~hai½--~et--the~e--~im±t~--in--aceorda"ee--w±th 

6i-6-309~ 

ill EXCEPT AS ?ROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (l)(D), THE 

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED 

LIMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREOF IN 

ALL MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS. THE COMMISSION SHALL SET 

THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-309." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

is 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL 

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOOLS, 

PARKS, OR PLAYGROUNDS> BbfMfNATfN6--THB--NB€BSSfT¥--0P--AN 

BNBfNBBRfNB---ANB---TRAPPfe--fNYBSTf8ATt0N--BBP0RB--A--beeAb 

A8TH0RfT¥-€AN--89TABbfSH--A--SPBBB--bfMfT~--BbfMfNATfNB--TH8 

Ht811WA¥--eeMMtSSf0N~9--BM€b89tYH-dHRtSBfeTf0N-T0-SBT-SPB€fAb 

9PBBB--hfMfTS--0N--PBBBRAb-AfB--Hf611WA¥9--0R--BMTBNSf0NS--fN 

MllNf€fPAhfTfBS-8R-HRBAN-ARBA9~ AMENDING SB€Tf0NS--6f-B-383 

ANB SECTION 61-8-310, MCA, AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TBE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Seet¼en-¼T--Seet±on-6¼-8-3937-MeA;-±s-amended-to-readT 

~6¼-8-393T--Speed--restrietiens------basie--rtt¼e•--tlt-A 

pe~son-operatin9-or-dr±Ying-a-Yeh±e¼e-e!-any-eharaeter-en--a 

pttBl¼e-highway-or-this-state-shai¼-drive-±t-in-a-earefu¼-and 

pradent--manner7--ane--at-a-rate-of-speed-no-9reater-than-is 

reasonab¼e-and-preper-ander-the-eond±t±ons-ex±sting--at--the 

~oint--~f--operat±en7--takin9--into--aeeettnt--the-afflottnt-and 

eharaeter--0£--trat£±e,--eond±t±on--of--bra~es7--we±ght---ef 

ve~±e¼e,--qrade--and-width-0£-highway,-eondition-of-~ttrfaee, 

and-£reedem-ei-ebstrttetien-te-view-a"ead,-and-he-sha¼¼-dr±ve 

~ .... .., ...... ,-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0306/03 

it-so-as-not-to-ttnda¼y-er-ttnreasenaB¼y--endan9er--the--¼±Ee, 

iimh7--preperty,-or-other-rights-0£-a-person-entitied-to-the 

ttse-of-the-street-er-highwayT 

tit--Where-no-9peeia¼-hazard-ex±sts-that-reqaires--¼ower 

speed--rer--eompiianee--with-sabseetion-t¼t-0£-this-seetion, 

the-speed-of-a-vehie¼e-net-±n-exeess-o£-the-iim±ts-spee±£ied 

in-this-seetion-er-estab¼ished-as--aathorized--±n--6¼-8-3897 

6i-8-3¼87--6¼-8-3t¼,--and-6±-8-3¼3-is-±aw£a±,-bat-a-speed-in 

exeess-e£-these-¼im±ts-is-an¼aw£ai~ 

tat--iS-miies-per-hottr-in-an-~rban-distriet~ 

fbt--35-mi¼es-r;,er-hoar-on-a-highway--ander--eonstrttetion 

er-repa±r-or-on-a-h±ghway-be±ng-sttr¥eyed; 

tet--SS--miies--per--hottr--in-other-½oeatiens-daring-the 

nigftttime,--exeept--that--the--nighttime--speed---¼±m±t---on 

eefflp¼eted--seetions--of--interstate-hi9hvays-is-6S-mi¼es-~er 

hottr• 

t3t--naayt±ffleu-meen~-£rom-one-ha¼£-hottr--be£ore--sttnrtee 

ee--one-he~£--hocr--a£ter--3un3et~--llN±ghee±meu-means-at-any 

other-hottr• 

t4t--~he-9peed-¼tmit~-3et-£orth-~n-thie-seet±on--fflay--be 

o¼tered-by-the-highway-eoffllftiseion-os-ea~hor±red-±n-6¼-8-3897 

6i-8-3i8,-a"d-6f-8-3i37 

t5t--~he--dr±~er--0£--a--veh~e~e--3ho~¼;-eon3istent-wtth 

3ttbseet~on-tlt,-dr±~e-et-en-opprepriete-red~eerl--speed--when 

epproeehtng--and--ero~sing--en-±nterseeete~-or-roi½~ay-9rede 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 306 
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eresstft,7-wfteft-approaehinq-and-9oinq-arottnd--a--c~rve 7 --when 

approaeh¼ft9'--a--n±rr--erest,-when-traveiin9-~pon-a-narrow-or 

w¼nding-roadway,-and--vhen--a--speciai--ha~ard--exf9t9--with 

respeet--to--pedes~rians--or--etfter--~rarr*e-er-by-reason-0£ 

wea~her-or-h~~hway-eondition.u 

Section 1. section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter 

limits. (1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 

determines en--the--easis--ef--an--en1ineering--and-tra££±e 

i~•eet¼gat¼eft ON TBE BASIS OF· AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC 

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and 

61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or less .than is 

reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 

a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set 

a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

(a) decreases the limit -at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but 

not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; er 

(c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but 

not to less than 15 miles per hour,; OR 

(D) DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOOL, PARK, 

OR PLAYGROUND TO NOT LESS THAN 86% 70\ OF THE SPEED LIMIT 

THAT WOULD BE SET ON TBE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC 

INVESTIGATION. 

(2} A board of county commissioners may set limits as 

-3- HB 306 
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provided in subsection (l)(c) without an engineering and 

traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in 

60-1-103. 

(3) A local authority 1n its jurisdiction sfta¼¼ ~ 

determine by-an-e~g±~eer±nq-a"~--~ra££±e--~n•e~t~9at±oft the 

proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a 

reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or 

less than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban 

district. 

(4) An altered limit established as authorized under 

this section is effective at all times or at other times 

determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving 

notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway. 

t5t--~he--eoffl11\i~e±on--has--exelas±ve-jttrisd±~~±on-~o-ee~ 

speeia¼--speed--±±~tts--oft--a¼¼--£ederai-aid---h±gftweye---or 

eKtefts±one-tftereo£-in-al¼-mttn±e±paiiC¼es-or-ttrban-areas,-~fte 

eommission---sha~l--set--these--±¼m±ts--t"--accordaftee--wtth 

6¼-8-~89T 

(5) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION {l)(D), THE 

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED 

LIMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREOF IN 

ALL MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS. TIIE COM)llSSI(l_N SHALL SET 

THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-309.'" 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. (This act] is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
-4- HB 306 



SERATE STANDIRG COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 28, 1991 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 306 (third reading copy as 
amended -- blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 306 be 
amended and as so amended be concurred in: 

1, Title, lines 5 and 6. 
Strike, ", PARKS, OR PLAYGROUNDS" 
Insert, "OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS" 

2, Page 3, lines 21 and 22. 
Strike1 ", PARK, OR PLAYGROUND" 
Insert, "or a designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in 

61-1-209, near a school" 

3, Page 3, line 22. 
Strike1 "70%" 
Insert1 "80%, rounded down to the nearest whole number evenly 

divisible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour," 

,I ?-:i-~-r; jtJd. Coord. 

3 ~d ~ /I :tr{) ...... ..c;J_<?.:....---
Sec. of Senate 

SENATE ,,,, '"' 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 306 

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL 

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOOLS, 

PllRKS,-eR-PbA¥GR68NB5 OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS; 

EbfMfNATfNG-THB-NBeBSSfT¥--eP--AN--BNGfNBBRING--ANB--TRAPPle 

fNVBSTfGATfeN-BBP8RB-A-fa0eA1,-ABTH8RIT¥-eAN-BSTAB&fSH-A-SPBBB 

bIMfT7---BblMINATING---THB--HIGHWA¥--eeMMfSSleNis--sxebBSIVB 

o!!Rf59fETf8N-Te-SBT--SPB€1Ab--SPBBB--blMITS--eN--PBBBRAb-AfB 

HISHWA¥S--8R--BXTBN9f8NS--IN--MBNfEIPAbfTiBS-8R-BRBAN-ARBA97 

AMENDING SBETl8NS-6l-8-383-AN9 SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sectien-i.--seeeien-6¼-8-39~7-MeA,-is-amended-te-read~ 

n6l-8-383T--Speed--reserietlens------bssie--rttleT--tlt-A 

pt!reeft-eperating-or-driv±ng-a-vehiele-0£-any-eharaeter-oft--a 

pab¼ic-ftighway-of-this-state-sha¼¼-arive-it-in-a-earef~¼-and 

prudent--mannery--and--ae-a-rate-ef-epeed-ne-greater-than-is 

reasonab¼e-and-proper-ande~-the-eenditions-existinq--at--the 

peint--of--eperatien,--taking--inte--aeeeant--the-amount-and 

eharaeter--0£--trat£ie7--condition--0£--brekes,--weight---0£ 

vehie½e 7 --grade--and-width-0£-hi9hway,-eondit±on-0£-sttrfaee, 

and-£reedom-o£-obstrttetion-te-view-ahead,-and-he-sha¼l-drive 

~.,,,--;••couna/ 
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it-so-as-not-to-ttndu¼y-or-unreasonab¼y--endanqer--the--¼ifeT 

¼imb,--property,-or-other-ri~hte-0£-a-person-entit¼ed-te-the 

ttse-or-the-street-or-hiqhway~ 

tZt--Where-no-epeeia¼-hazard-ewists-that-~eqttires--¼ower 

speed--fer--eomp¼±anee--with-sttbseetion-t¼t-oi-this-eeetion7 

the-speed-o£-a-vehie¼e-not-in-exeess-of-the-¼imits-speei£ied 

in-this-seetion-or-established-as--attthorized--in--6%-8-3997 

61-9-318,--61-B-3±¼,--sftd-61-9-313-is-iawfttl,-btte-a-speed-¼n 

exeess-of-those-¼imits-is-ttn¼awfttl~ 

tat--i5-miles-per-hottr-in-an-ttrban-distriet~ 

tbt--35-mi¼es-per-hottr-on-a-highway--ttnder--eeftstroetion 

or-repair-or-en-a-highway-being-sttrveyed~ 

tet--55--mi¼es--per--hottr--¼n-ether-¼eeations-dttring-the 

nighttime,--e~eept--that--tfte--nighttime--speed---¼imit---on 

eoffll'¼eted--sections--eE--interstate-highways-±s-65-mi¼es-per 

hottro 

t3t-- 4 Baytime4 -means-from-ene-haif-hcttr--be£ore--s~nriee 

te--one-ha¼£--hettr--a£ter--sanset.--uNightt¼meu-means-at-any 

other-hottro 

t4t--~he-speed-¼imits-set-£orth-in-this-seetion--may--be 

a¼te~ed-by-the-highway-commission-as-aathorized-in-6%-8-3697 

6l-8-3i87-and-6l-8-3l3T 

t5t--~he--driver--or--a--vehie¼e--sha¼i7 -eonsistent-with 

sttbsection-flt,-eri¥e-at-an-appro~ria~e-~edaeed--speed--when 

ap~roaehing--and--eresst"g--en-±nterseetion-or-rai½way-grade 

-2- HB 306 

REFERENCE BILL 
AS A.!ENDED 
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eressing7-when-approaehiftg-aftd-9oing-arottnd--a--ettrwe7 --waen 

appreaehiftg--a--h±%i--erest7 -lffteft-trave¼iftg-upon-a-narrow-or 

windinq-readway7-and--when--a--speeia¼--ha~ard--exists--with 

respect--to--~destrians--or--ether--traffie-er-by-reason-0£ 

we~~her-er-hi9hway-eondit¼en~u 

Section 1. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter 

limits. (1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 

determines on--the--basis--ef--an--engineerin9--and-traffie 

±nY@9t±~ftt±en ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC 

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and 

61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or less than is 

reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 

a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set 

a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but 

not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; or 

(C) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but 

not to less than 15 miles per houro; OR 

{D) DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOOL7-PAf!H7 

0R--PbA¥6R8SNB OR A DESIGNATED CROSSWALK, AS CROSSWALK IS 

DEFINED IN 61-1-209, NEAR A SCHOOL TO NOT LESS THAN 8&% 1&% 

80%, ROUNDED DOWN TO THE NEAREST WHOLE NUMBER EVENLY 

DIVISIBLE BY 5 BUT NOT LESS THAN 25 MILES AN HOUR, OF THE 
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SPEED LIMIT THAT WOULD BE SET ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING 

AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION. 

(2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as 

provided in subsection (l)(c) without an engineering and 

traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in 

60-1-103. 

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction eha¼¼ may 

determine by-a"-~"g~"eering-aftd--era£rie--iavesei9a~ien the 

proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a 

reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or 

less than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban 

district. 

(4) An altered limit established as authorized under 

this section is effective at all times or at other times 

determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving 

notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway. 

fSt--~he--eo1111nission--hes--exe¼ttsi¥e-;ur%sd±eeien-~e-se~ 

speeial--speed--¼¼mits--ea--a¼¼--Eedera¼-a±d---ft±~hways---or 

exteftsions-thereor-±n-a¼¼-mttn±ei~a¼¼e±ee-or-ttrban-areas•-~he 

eol'Mliss±on---sha¼¼--see--thes~--¼¼m±es--in--aeeerdanee--w±tft 

6¼-8-3&9. 

(5) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (l){D), THE 

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED 

LIMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREOF IN 

ALL MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS. THE COMMISSION SHALL SET 

-4- HB 306 
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l THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-309," 

2 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is 

3 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-,5- HB 306 



Conference Committee 
on House Bill 306 

Report No. 1, April 18, 1991 

Mr. Speaker and Mr. President: 

Page 1 of 1 

We, your Conference Committee on House Bill 306 met and 
considered the Senate committee on Highways and Transportation 
amendments, dated March 28, 1991, and recommend that the 
amendments be accepted in their entirety. 

And this Conference Committee report be adopted. 

For the Senate: 

c/.~4rl 1 

~~r:f 'n~~ C?~ 
--- , ~!L Nil . L{_p ____ '-- . A ~AJ!._~ 

arnett ~ Sen. Tveit 

ADOPT 

REJECT 

Cc.I# I 
H8 10, 

831424CC.HSF 
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AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN 

AREAS NEAR SCHOOLS OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS; AMENDING 

SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter limits. 

(1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction determines on the 

basis of an engineering and traffic investigation t~~t the speed 

permitted under 61-8-303 and 61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater 

or less than is reasonable and safe under the conditions found to 

exist upon a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may 

set a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but not to 

more"than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; o~ 

{c) decceases the limit outside an urban district, but not to 

less than 15 miles per hour~LE.!. 

(d) decreases the limit in an area near a school or a 

designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in 61-1-209, near a 

school to not less than 80\, rounded down to the nearest whole 

number evenly divisible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour, 

of the S£eed limit that would be set on the basis of an 

engineering and traffic investigation. 

(2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as 

~--,_,,.~-· c-

HB 0306 

provided in subsection (l)(C) without an engineering and traffic 

investigation on a county road, as defined in 60-1-103. 

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction 9~e¼± ~ determine 

ey-an-en~±nee~±n9-end-treEE¼e-tnvest±gation the proper speed for 

all arterial streets and shall set a reasonable and safe limit 

thereon which may be greater or less than the speed permitted 

under 61-8-303 for an urban district. 

(4) An altered limit established as authorized under this 

section is effective at all times or at other times determined by 

the authority when appropriate signs giving notice of the altered 

limit are erected upon the highway. 

(5) ~he Except as provided in subsection (1) (d), the 

commission has exclusive jucisdiction to set special speed limits 

on all federal-aid highways or extensions thereof in all 

municipalities or urban areas. The commission shall set these 

limits in accordance with 61-8-309." 

Section 2. Effective date. (This act] is effective on passage 

and approval. 

-2- HB 306 
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