HOUSE BILL NO. 306

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING

IN THE HOUSE

JANUARY 21, 1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATICN.

JANUARY 22, 1991 FIRST READING.
FEBRUARY 13, 1991 COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL

. DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED.
FEBRUARY 14, 1991 PRINTING REPORT.
FEBRUARY 16, 1991 SECOND READING, DO PASS AS AMENDED.
FEBRUARY 18, 1991 ENGROSSING REPORT.
FEBRUARY. 19, 1991 THIRD READING, PASSED.

AYES, 93; NOES, 6.
TRANSMITTED TO SENATE.
IN THE SENATE

FEBRUARY 20, 1991 INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION.

FIRST READING.

MARCH 28, 1991 COMMITTEE RECCMMEND BILL BE
, CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. REPORT
ADOPTED.
APRIL 3, 1991 SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN.
APRIL 4, 1991 THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN.

AYES, 50; NOES, 0.
RETURNED TO HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS.
IN THE HOUSE
APRIL 8, 1991 : RECEIVED FROM SENATE.

SECOND READING, AMENDMENTS NOT
CONCURRED IN.

APRIL 9, 1991 ON MOTICN, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE



APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

APRIL

16,

1s,

19,

20,

22,

1991

1991

1991

1991

1991

REQUESTED AND APPOINTED.
IN THE SENATE

ON MOTION, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REQUESTED AND APPOINTED.

IN THE HOUSE
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTED.

SECOND READING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT ADOPTED.

THIRD ﬁEADING, CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
REPORT ADOPTED.

IN THE SENATE

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ADCPTED.
IN THE HOUSE
SENT TO ENROLLING.

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED.
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LC 1492/01

MA&_ BILL NO. 204

)
INTRODUCED BY ',{-'jm/}gg,zr;_ \\J{') Lo~ LB,
s

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL
AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS; ELIMINATING THE NECESSITY
OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION BEFORE A LOCAL
AUTHORITY CAN ESTABLISH A SPEER LIMIT; ELIMINATING THE
HIGHWAY COMMISSION'S EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TC SET SPECIAL
SPEED LIMITS ON FEIDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS CR EXTENSIONS 1IN
MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-303
AND 61-8-310, MCA: AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOUONTANA:
Section 1. section 61-8-303, MCa, is amended to read:
"£1-8-303. Speed restrictions -- basic rule. (1) A

person operating or driving a vehicle of any character on a

public highway of this state shall drive it in a careful and

prudent manner, and at a rate of speed no greater than is
reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at the
point of operation, taking into account the amcunt and
character of traffic, condition of brakes, weight of
vehicle, gqrade and width of highway, condition of surface,
and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive

it sc as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life,
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LC 1492/01

limb, property, or other rights of a person entitled to the
use of the street or highway.

(2) Where no special hazard exists that reguires lower
speed for compliance with subsection (1) of this section,
the speed of a vehicle not in excess of the limits specified
in this section or established as authorized in 61-8-309,
61-8-310, 61-8-311, and 61-8-313 is lawful, but a speed in
excess of those limits 1s unlawful:

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urban district;

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under canstruction
or repair or on a highway being surveyed;

(c) 5% miles per hour in other locations during the
nighttime, except that the nighttime speed limit on
completed sections of Iinterstate highways is 65 miles per
hour.

(3) “Daytime" means from one-half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunset. "“Nighttime" means at any
other hour.

(4} The speed limits set forth in this section may be
altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-309+
61-8-3187 and 61-8-313,

(5) The driver of a wvehicle shall, consistent with
subsection (1), drive at an appropriate reduced speed when
approaching and crossing an intersection or railiway grade

crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when
_,. INTRODUCED BILL
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approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon a narrow or
winding roadway, and when a special hazard exists with
respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of
weather or highway condition.”

Section 2. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter
limits. (1) If a 1logal authority in its jurisdiction
determines en--the--pasis--of--an—-engineering--and-eraffic
investigaeton that the speed permitted wunder 61-8-303 and
61-8-309 through 61-8-313 1is greater or 1less than 1is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon
a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set
a reasonable and safe limit thereon which:

{a) decreases the limit at an intersection:

(b) 1increases the limit within an urban distriet, but
not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; or

{c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but
not to less than 15 miles per hour.

(2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as
provided in subsection (l)(c) without an engineering and
traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in
60-1-103.

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction shaii may
determine by-an-eagineering-and--traffie--investigatien the

proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a
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reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or
less than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban
district.

{4} An altered limit established as authorized under
this section is effective at all times or at other times
determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving
notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway.

t94--Phe--commission--has--exciusive-jurisdiccion-to-set
speeiat--spead——timits-—-on--att--federat-aid---highways---or
extensions—thereof-in-ati-municipaltities-or-urban-areaar-Fthe
commission——-shaltl--set-~these--iimits--in--accordance--with
61-8-389"

NEW SECTTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is

effective on passage and approval.

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

HOUSE BILL NO. 306

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOOQLS:

EbIMINAFENG-FHE-NECESSEF¥——-6F-—AN-—ENSINEERING--ANB--FRAFPF¥€
INVESPIGATIOR-BEPORE-A-bOCAL-AUTHEORIPY-0AN-ESPABLISH-A-SPEED
EEMIP+--—ELIMENATPING-——FHE-~HISHWAY --EOMMISSIONLS-—EXERHGIVE
JURESBICTPEIBN-TO-SEP--SPEEIAL-~SPEEB—~-biMEFS—-BH~~FEBERAL-ARED
HEGHNAYS——OR-—EXPENSEONS-—IN--MENICIPALITIES-OR-BREAN-AREAS
AMENDING SEETIONS-61-8-393-AND SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Seeston-i---Section-61-8-3837-MEA7~ts-amended-te-reads
46r-8-3837-~-Speed--restrictions-—---~ basre-—rutes—-tiy-A

person-eperating-or-driving-a-vehtrete-pf-any-character-cn--a

pabtre-highway-of-thig-state-shalti-drive-te—im-a-carafor-and
prudepnt--mannas;——and~-ar-a-zate-sf-speaed-no-greacer-than-ia
renasnpmphie-and-proper-under-erhe-condttions—extartng--ac--the
potre-——nf--eperastony-——taking--into--asesunt——the-amounc-and
charascear—-of-—-traffite;——condtbtion-—~ef--brakes;—-weirghe---of
vehtetes——grade--and-wicth-of-highwayy;-econditron-af-surfaces
end-£freedom-cf-anseruckion-to-view-ahead;-and-he-shait-dreive

re~so-ga-net-to-znduiy-or—gnreasenabiy--endanger--the-~tfes
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timb;—-propersyr-or-other-rights-of-a-person-entitied-to-the
use-of-the-street-or-highway=
f2}--Wheze-no-specini-hazard-exista-that-—requires——ower
speed—-for--campliance——-with-sabseetion-tiy-of-this-seceiony
the-speed-af-a-vehicte-—noe-in-axecsss-of-the-timies-specified
tn—this-seceion-asr-asesbitamed-as——authortzed--n--61-8-3097
€1-8-387~-~6%-8-3ii+--and-61-8-3i3-is-iawfuis-but-a-apeed-in
excess-of-these-timits—its-umrawfnts
{tat——25-mites-per-hour-in-an-urkban-distriers
tb}-——35-mites-per-heur-on-a-aighway—-under--conserucrien
er-repair-or-en-a-highway-being-surveyeds;
tefy-—-55--miiez--per——hour-—-in-other-itscaticna-during-the
nighteimer——except--thazs-—the--nighttime--speed---timitt———on
completsd-—sectiona——sf-—tneterstate-highwaya—its-65-mites-per
rowr<
t3y—-UDaycimel-means-from-one-laif-hour--before--snnriae
ta--one-hatf--Rour-—afrer--sunsecr--YNighreimel-means-at-any
ether-hoers
t4y--Fhe-apeed-irmita-set—foreh-in-this-aection--may——ise
attered-by-che-highway-cemmission-as-anthorized-+n-52-8-3689+
6+-B-38+r-and-6:-8-313~+
t5+--Phe--driver-—-cf--—a--yanicle--shati+-consistent-with
subsectton—tl};-drrve-at-an-appropriate-reduced--speed--when

approaching--and--crossing--an-tntersectron-or-raiiway-grads

Crossingr-when-apsopreaching-and-going-arennd-—a--ecorve;——-when
SECOND READING
—2- HB 306
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appreaching--a——hiti--erestr-when-traveitng-upon-a-narrow-or
winding-readwayr-and-~-when-~a--special--hazard--exises—~wieh
respect—-to-—-pedestrians--cr-—other--traffite-or-by-reascn-ef
weather-or-highway-condition2

Section 1. section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter
limits. (1) If a local authority 1in its jurisdiction
determines on--the--basis--of--an--engineering-—-and-traffie

tmvestigatien ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and
61-8-309 cthrough 61-8-313 1is greater or less than |is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon
a highway or part of a highway, the leocal authority may set
a reasonable and safe limit thereon which:

{a) decreases the limit at an intersection;

(b} increases the 1limit within an urban district, but
not te more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; o

(¢) decreases the limit ocutside an urban district, burt
not to less than 15 miles per hcurw; OR

(D) DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOQL TQ NOT

LESS THAN 80% OF THE SPEED LIMIT THAT WOULD BE SET ON THE

BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION,

(2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as
provided 13 subsecticn (1)(c¢) without an engineering and

ctraffic invescigation on a county road, as defined in

-3- HB 306
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60-1-103.

{3) A 1local authority in its jurisdiction shait may
determine by-an-engineesing-and--traffis--investigation the
proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a
reascnakle and safe limit thereon which may be greater or
less than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban
district,

{4) An altered limit established as authorized under
this section is effective at all times or at other times
determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving
ncetice of the alrtered lLimit are erected upon the highway.

{5y--Phe~—commisaitomn-—-has-—-sxciusive-—Jurtadiction-to-set
speciai--spesd--timita--on--ari--federat-ard-—--highways——-or
extenaiona-thereof-in-ati-muntecipatities-cr-unrban-aress-—Fhe
commissten-——-shati~--ses—-chese--timita~-in——accordance——-wieh
6t-8-369~¢

(5} EXCEPT &S PRQVIDED IN SUBSECTION (1)(D), THE

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED

LTMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREOF 1IN

ALL MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS. THE COMMISSION SHALL SET

THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-30%."

NEW SECTICN. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-

~-4- HB 306
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HOUSE BILL NO. 306

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOQOLS,

PARKS, OR PLAYGROUNDS; BEIMINATING--PHE--NEEBS5IT¥--BF--AN

ENGINEERING---~AND---FRAFFI€-~-EINVESTIGATION--BEFORE~--A--L6CAD
AUTHOREF¥-EAN--ESFPABHISH--A--SPEED--LIMIP+--BEEIMINAPING--PHE
HiEHWAY--COMMISSION+S--BREpES VA~ JEREIBEEPION-RO-SRE2?-SPECEAD
SPEED--LEMEIPS--ON--PEBERAL-AID--HIGHWAYS-~6R--~EXTENSFONS-~H
MUNICiPALIPIBRS-OR-URBAN-ARBAS: AMENDING SBEE®IONS--61-8-303
ANP SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE

EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Saction-i---Seectton-6:-8-3837;-MEA7-is-amended-to-reads
Lgir-8-3837--Spead—-restrictions——--—-— baste--rukes--tiy-A

person-cperating-or-driving-a-vehicie-of-any-eharacter-on——&

pubiie—highuay—cf—this-state—shai}-d:éve—it—in-a—carefui-and
ptudent--mnnﬂerr--and——at—a—raee—ef—speed—no—greater—than—is
rensonabie-and—pfeper—under—the-cenditiona-existing—-ut--the
point--af——opeeetion1~=taking-—inta——accounb—-ehe—amcunt—and
character--of--trafficr——condition--of-—-brakes;--weight---of
vehicley-—grade-—and-wideh-cf-highway;-cendicion-of-surfaces

and-fsecdom-af-abatruction-to-view-sheady-and-he-shati-drive
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te-so-as-net-to-unduty-or-—unreasenabty--endanger——the——tifes
timbhy--prepertyr-or—other-rights—cf-a-person-entitied-to-the
ase-of-the-street-or-highway:
t2y--Hhere-no-speciat-hazard-exists-thet-requires——iower
apeead--far-~compiiance—-with-subsection-ti}-of-this-sectiony
the-apeed-of-s-vehicle-not-in-axcess-of-che-timtta-specified
in-this-seetian-ar-established-as--anchorized--in--61-8-3637
61-8-3105--61~8-3117-——-and-6+-8-31t3-r3-iawfui;-but-a-apeed-in
excess-ef-these—timits—ts—untawfuls
ta}--25-mites-per-honr-in-an-urban-dtsrrtces
tBy-—35-mites—-per-honr-on-a-highway--—under-—-conaeruction
er-gepatr-or-en-a-highway-being-surveyed;
+e¥y--55-—mites--per--hour--in-other-ocations-durtng-the
nighttime;--except——that-—the--ntghttime--speed---timitt--—-on
completed--sections-—of-—interstare-highways-is-65-méies-per
heours
t3y--ipayeimel-means-from-one-hatf-hour--before--sunsiae
to-—one-matf--honr--after--sunser-~-UNtghteimel-means-at-any
other-hours
t44--Fhe-speed-timita-ses-forth-tn-chis-sestion——-may--be
artered-by-the-hrghway-commission-as-ancherired-in-63-8-3895
63~-8-318;-and-631-8-313+
+5+—-Fhe--driver—-of--a--vehicte--ahatiy-conaisceant-with
subsectton-tids-drive-at-an-appreopriate-redzcesd--speed--when

approaching-—and--crossing--an-intersectian-sr-rarivay-grade

THIRD READING

-2= HB 306
AS AMENDED
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eromsingr-when-approaching-and-going-around--a--curve;--when
approaching--a--hitt--ecrestr-when-traveling-upon-a-narrow-ar
winding-roadway;-and--when--a--aspeciat--hazard--exiasta——with
respect--teo--pedestrians--or--other—-traffic-or-by-reason-of
weather-or-highway-conditionc®

Section 1. section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended tc read:

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter
limits. (1) If a local autherity in its Jjurisdiction
determines on--the--basis--of--an--engineering--and-traffte

tavesrigarion ON THE BASIS OF- AN__ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and
61-8-309 through ©61-8-313 is greater or less .than |is
reascnable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon
a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set
a reasonable and safe limit thereon which:

(a) decreases the limitr at an intersection;

(b) increases the 1limit within an urban district, but
not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; er

[c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but
not to less than 15 miles per hours; OR

(D) DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOOL, PARK,

OR__ PLAYGROUND TO NOT LESS THAN 86% 70% OF THE SPEED LIMIT

THAT WOULD BE SET ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC

INVESTIGATION.

{2} A board of county commissioners may set limits as

—3- HB 306
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provided in subsection (1l){c) without an engineering and
traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in
60-1-103.

(3) A 1local authority 1in its jurisdiction sha&ati may
determine by-an-enginesring-and--traffie--invesrigatian the
proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a
reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or
iess than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban
discrict.

(4} An altered limit established as authorized under
this section is effective at all times or at other times
determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving
notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway.

£+5y-Fhe--cammiasion--has--axcinsive-Jurisdiction-to-set
speciat--speed--iimits—-on--aii--federat-aid-—-highwaya---or
extensions-therecf-in-atit-muntetparities-or-urban-areas;—Fhe
commiasion-—-shati--set--rhese--iimres-—-in--—accordanee—-with
6:-8-369+

(5) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTIOW (1){D}, THE

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED

LIMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREQF 1IN

ALT, MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS, THE COMMISSION SHALL SET

THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-309."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is

effective on passage and approval.
-End-
~4- ‘HB 306



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT-

Page 1 of 1
March 28, 1991

MR. PRESIDENT:

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had
under consideration House Bill No. 306 (third reading copy as
amended ~-- blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 306 he
amended and as so amended be concurred in:

1., Title, lines 5 and 6.

Strike: ", PARKS, OR PLAYGROUNDS"
Insert: "OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS"

2. Page 3, lines 21 and 22.

Strike: ", PARK, OR PLAYGROUND"

Insert: "or a designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in
61-1-209, near a school"”

3, Page 3, line 22.

Strike: "70%"

Insert: "80%, rounded down to the nearest whole number evenly
divisible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour,”

Signed:

Cecil Weeding, Chairman

3287
d. Coord.
23 3 RE /! o0

Sec. of Senate
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HOUSE BILL NO. 306

INTRODUCED BY BARNETT, SPRING

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL

AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN AREAS NEAR SCHOOLSy

PARKS7-OR-PLA¥GROGNDS OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS;

ERIMINATING-FHE-NBOESSIPY¥--0FP~—AN--ENGEINEERING—-AND--PRAPFIE
ENVES?ISATFON-BEPORE-A-bOCAL-AHTFHORIF¥-EAN-ESPARLESH-A-SPEED
BEEIMIP;---BbEMEINAPING—--PHE--HIGHWAY--EOMMISSIONLIS--EXCHUSIVE
JURISDICTION-FO-SEP--SPECIAL-~-SPEER--LEIMITS--ON--FEBERAB-AED
HIGHWAYS-—OR--BXPBNIIONS--IN--MENICIPALITIES-OR-URBAN-AREAS
AMENDING SEEPIONS-63-8-383-AND SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE QF MONTANA:
Section-iz—-Seection-61-8-3837-MEA7-is-amended-to-reads
161~8-383--~-Speed--restrictions————-—— basie--rutes——{iy-A

perasen-eperating-or—driving-a-vehicte-of-any-character-on--a

pubtic-highway-of-thia-state-shati-deive-tt-tn-a-carefui-and
prudent--mannery—-and--at-a-rate-of-speed-no-greater-than-+s
reasonabie-and-proper—under—-che-conditions-exisping--at——the
point--of--eperationy——taking-—into--account--the-ameunt-and
enaracter——of-——tratfic;-—condition--af—-brakes;--weight—~-aé
vehiete;——qrade-—and-wideh-of-highwayr-condition-of-surfaece;

and-freedom-cof-obatruetion-to-view-sheadr—and-he-shati-drive

@am Lagistative Councif

(4]

g om N o

10
1l
12
13
14
15
16
17
13
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

HB 0306/04

te-so-as-net—~to-—unduiy-or-unreasonabiy—-endanger--the--iifey
}imbr-—property;-oar-scher-righta-af-a-perssn-entitied-to—the
use—-sf-the-serest-or-highway~
{t2+--Where-no-spacsial-harard-exists-that-requires-—itower
apeed-—for—-—compitance--with-sutbsection-¢i}-of-this-sections
the—speed-of-a-vehiete—not-in—excess-of-the-rimits-specified
in-this-section-er-estabiished-as-—authorized-—in--6+-8-3097
6+-8-3185;--61-B-Fit7-~and-63—-B-3i3-is-iawful;-but-a-speed-in
excess-of-these-timits-is-uniawfuis
tay--25-mites-par-honr—-in-an-urban-districts
tby--35-mities-per-hcur-on-a-highway——under—--constraction
or—vepair-or-on-a-highway-being-surveyeds
tey—-55--mites--per--hour--in-other-ltocationa—-during—the
nighttime;——axcepe-——thar--the--pighttime--apeed——-timit——on
compieeed--sections—-sf-—interscare-highways—is-g5-mries-per
hours
t3y--1Paytimed-maans-from-ene-hatf-hour—-before--sunsriase
te--one-haif-—hour--after—-sanset-——INigheeimel-means—-at-any
other-hours
t4y—-Fhe-speed-iimits-set-forth-in-this—sectien--may—he
attered-by-the-highway-commission-as—anthorired-in-6+-8-369+
6:-6-318+-and-61-8-313+
t5)}-—Phe--driver—-cf-—a--vehrete—-shati;-consistent-with
subsection-{i}y-drive-at—an-appropriate-reduced--speed--when

approaching--and--eressing--an-intersection-or-raiiway-grade
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eeoasingv-when—approaehing-und-gcing—nround--a-—curvey——vhen
appraaching-—a--hiil'—cresev—when—trnveiing-upon-n—narrev—ar
winéing—roadwayv—nnd*—vhen——a—-:pecia}v-hazard-—exfsts-’vibh
respect-—ee——pedestrians——or——ether——trafiie—er—by-reason-of
weather-or-highway-condibionci

Section 1. section 61-8~310, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-310. When local authorities may and shall alter
limits. (1) If a local authority in its Jjurisdiction
determines on-—the--basis——ef--an-—engineering-—-and-traffie

tnavestigation ON THE BASIS OF AN FENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC

INVESTIGATION that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and
61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater or 1less than is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon
a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may set
a reasonable and safe limit therecn which:

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection;

(b) increases the 1limit within an urban district, but
not to more than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; o

(c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but
not to less than 15 miles per hours; OR

{D} DECREASES THE LIMIT IN AN AREA NEAR A SCHOOLy-PARKy

OR--PLAYGROUNB OR A DESIGNATED CROSSWALK, AS CROSSWALK IS

DEFINED TN 61-1-209, NEAR A SCHOOL TO NOT LESS THAN BG% 76%

80%, ROUNDED DOWN TQ THE NEAREST WHOLE NUMBER EVENLY

DIVISIBLE BY 5 BUT NOT _LESS THAN 25 MILES AN HOUR, OF THE

-3= HB 306
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SPEED LIMIT THAT WOQULD BE SET ON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING

AND TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION.

(2) A beard of county commissioners may set 1limits as
provided in subsection (1}{c) without an engineering and
traffic investigation on a county road, as defined in
60-1-103.

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction shati may
determine by-an-e¢ngineering-and--traffie--investigacrion the
proper speed for all arterial streets and shall set a
reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or
less than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an urban
district.

{4) An altered limit established as authorized under
this section is effective at all times or at octher times
determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving
notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway.

t53~-Phe-—commissicn--has--excivsive—jurisdiction-co—aet
apeciai--speed--timits-—on--ati--federat-ard-—-highways-—-er
extensions—-thereof-in-ati-munteipatibies—or-urban-areas:-Fhe
commission---shati-—gset--these—-iimits-—in--aceordance——with
61-8-369=

{5) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (1)(D), THE

COMMISSION HAS EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO SET SPECIAL SPEED

LIMITS ON ALL FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS OR EXTENSIONS THEREOF IN

ALL MUNICIPALITIES OR URBAN AREAS. THE COMMISSION SHALL SET

—a4- HB 306
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THESE LIMITS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 61-8-309."

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is
effective on passage and approval.

~End~

-5 HE 306



A
on House Bill 306 q D'
Report No. 1, April 18, 1991

o\ 1
. v Shop
Conference Committee '
Page 1 of 1
Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

We, your Conference Committee on House Bill 306 met and
considered the Senate committee on Highways and Transportation
amendments, dated March 28, 1991, and recommend that the
amendments be accepted in their entirety.

And this Conference Committee report be adopted.

For the Senate:

)
/ .
P xd " o/cu CPQA

Sen. Stiffatz,

Ben. “Rea
{i{_,@/ﬂﬂ, ' Koo e
Barnett Sen. Tveilt

Ce# !
HB 30b
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AN ACT AMENDING WHEN A LOCAL AUTHORITY MAY ALTER SPEED LIMITS IN
AREAS NEAR SCHOOLS OR DESIGNATED CROSSWALKS NEAR SCHOOLS; AMENDING

SECTION 61-8-310, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 61-8-310, MCA, is amended to read:

"61-8-310. When local autherities may and shall alter limits.
(1) If & local authority in its jurisdiction determines on the
basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed
permitted under 61-8-303 and 61-8-309 through 61-8-313 is greater
or less than is reasconable and safe under the conditions found to
exist upon a highway or part of a highway, the local authority may
set a reasonable and safe limit thereon which:

{a) decreases the limit at an intersection;

(b) increases the limit within an urban district, but not to
more’ than 55 miles per hour during the nighttime; ér

{c) decreases the limit outside an urban district, but not to
less than 15 miles per hours; or

{d) decreases the limit in an area near a school or a

designated crosswalk, as crosswalk is defined in 61-1-209, near a

school to not less than 80%, rounded down to the nearest whole

number evenly divisgible by 5 but not less than 25 miles an hour,

of the speed 1limit that would be set on the basis of an

engineering and traffic investigation.

{2) A board of county commissioners may set limits as

Z\é\m;ﬂm Legueative Counci

HB 0306

provided in subsection (l1){c) without an engineering and traffic
investigation on a county road, as defined in 60-1-103.

(3) A local authority in its jurisdiction sha*t+ may determine
by-an-engineering-and-traffie-invesetigarton the proper speed for
all arterial streets and shall set a reasonable and safe limit
thereon which may be greater or 1less than the speed permitted
under 61-B-303 for an urban district.

(4) An altered 1limit established as authcrized under this
gection is effective at all times or at other times determined by
the authority when appropriate signs giving notice of the altered
limit are erected upon the highway.

{5) ®he Except as provided in subsecticn {1}(d), the

commission has exclusive jurisdiction to set special speed limits
on all federal—aid highways or extensions thereof in all
municipalities or wurban areas. The commission shall set these
limits in accordance with 61-8-309."

Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage

and approval.
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