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~Y- BILL NO. .;,17 

INTRODUCED BY-~-"'---'=-•=-~---------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

TRUSTEES OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT LOSING TERRITORY 

AND CERTAIN OWNERS OF TERRITORY TO BE TRANSFERRED BE GIVEN 

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT BEFORE 

TRANSFER OF THE TERRITORY TO ANOTHER SCHOOL DISTRICT; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 20-6-213, MCA," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-6-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-213. Transfer of territory from one elementary 

dislrict to another. (1) A majority of the electors of eny 

an elementary district who are qualified to vote under the 

provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in territory whieh 

that is a part of an elementary district may petition the 

county superintendent to transfer ~tteh the territory to 

another elementary district when if; 

(a) s~en the territory is contiguous to the district to 

which it is to be attached; 

(b) stteh the territory is not located within 3 miles, 

over the shortest practical route, of an operating sct1ool of 

the district from which it is to be detached; 

(c) the ttansfet of etteh the territory will not reduce 
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the taxable value of the district to less than $100,000 

unless the remaining territory of the district will contain 

not less than 50,000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transferL 

W the board of trustees of the school district that 

would lose the territory has received written notification 

of the proposal to transfer and has been provided an 

opportunity to comment; and 

(f) the owners of the t_~_~ritory to b~ transferred, if 

different than the p~tltioners requesting the transfer, have 

received notification of the propcsal to transfer and have 

been provided an oppo_~!unity to comment. 

(2) The petition ehB¼i must be addressed to the county 

superintendenl and ~ha¼½ must: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state 

requested; and 

the reasons why 9Ueh the trdnsfer is 

(c) slate the number of elenentary school-age cl1ildren 

residing in ~tten the territory. 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

trdnsfer, tl1e county superintendent shall: 

{a) file ~~eh ~he petition; 

(b) set a hearing place, date-, and time for 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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consideration of the petition that is not more than 40 days 

after receipt of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the place, date, and time of the 

hearing. The notices ~he±¼ must be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the manner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one ~tleh notice 

posted in the territory to be transferred. 

(4) The county superintendent shall conduct the hearing 

as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of the affected 

districts !!htd::3: ~-~-~~~' upon regues'=--.!_ be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of stleh the territory, he shall 

grant the 

district 

petitioned 

boundaries 

request and 

to coincide 

order 

with 

the change of 

the boundary 

description in the petition. Otherwise, he shall, by order, 

deny the request. Either of the orders ~h~±¼-be is fin<ll 30 

days after its date unless it is appealed to the board of 

county commissioners by a resident or taxpayer of either 

district affected by the territory transfer. The decision of 

the board of county commissioners, after a hearing on s~eh 

the matter and consideration of the material presented at 

22 the county superintendent's hearing, shaii-be is final 30 

23 days after its date unless a petition to submit the question 

24 to a vote of the people in the district from whictl the land 

2~ is to be transferred, whieh-h~~-bee~ signed by a majority of 
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the electors of the district who reside in the territory to 

be transferred and who are qualified to vote in elections 

for that district under 20-20-301, is presented prior to 

that time. When a petition is submitted under this 

subsection, the question of whether the land sliaii will be 

transferred to another district ~hail must be put before the 

voters at the nexL regular school election in the affected 

district. 

(5) Whenever a petition to transfer territory from one 

elementary district to another elementary district wonid 

~reate ere~!~~ a joint elementary district or affect affects 

the boundary of an existing joint elementary district, the 

petition shall must be presented to the county 

superintendent of the county where the territory is located. 

s~~h The county superintendent shall notify any other county 

superintendents of counties with districts affected by sueh 

the petition, and the duties prescribed in this section for 

the county superintendent and the board of county 

commissioners shall must be performed jointly by ~~eh the 

county officials." 

-End-

-4-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON EDUCATION 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

HOUSE BILL NO. 217 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

TRUSTEES OP AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT LOSING TERRITORY 

AND CERTAIN OWNERS OP TERRITORY TO BE TRANSFERRED BE GIVEN 

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION ANB---AN-0PPSR~l/N¼~¥-'i'e-eeMMBN~-BBP8RB 

~RANSPBR-eP-~HB-~BRR¼~R¥-~0-AN~HBR--SeBeeb--B¼S~R¼e~, AND 

AMENDING SECTION 20-6-213, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 20-6-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-6-213. Transfer of territory fr0111 one eleaentary 

district to anotber. (1) A majority of the electors of any 

!!! elementary district who are qualified to vote under the 

provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in territory wh¼eh 

that is a part of an elementary district may petition the 

county superintendent to transfer sttch the territory to 

another elementary district when!£..: 

(a) stteh the territory is contiguous to the district to 

which it is to be attached; 

(b) sttch the territory is not located within 3 miles, 

over the shortest practical route, of an operating school of 

the district from which it is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of stteh the territory will not reduce 
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the taxable value of the district to less than $100,000 

unless the remaining territory of the district will contain 

not less than 50,000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

AND 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transfer~ 

±_tl--the--board--e£--t"rttstees-e£-the_-sehoo¼:-di:etr-i:et-tha~ 

wott¼d-¼:eee-the-terr±tory-has-reeeiYed--wri:tteft--fteti:£i:cation 

o@--the--prepesa¼:--to--traneter--and--has--been--provi:ded-an 

opportun±ty-to-eomment~-and 

f£t--the-owaers-0£-the-terri:tory-te-be--transferred7--i:£ 

d½@ferent-than-the-peti:ti:ofters-regaesti:n9-the-trans£er7-haYe 

reeei:Ted--noti:£i:eati:on--o£-the-propasa¼-to-traftsEer-end-have 

been-previ:ded-an-oppertttni:ty-te-eomaent. 

(2) The petition she¼¼~ be addressed to the county 

superintendent and sha¼i must: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state the reasons why s~ch the 

requested; and 

transfer is 

(c) state the number of elementary school-age children 

residing in stteh the territory. 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

transfer, the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file sttch the petition; 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 217 
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(bJ set a hearing place, date, and time for 

consideration of the petit~on that is not more than 40 days 

after receipt of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the place, date, and time of the 

hearing. The notices sba¼¼ ~ be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the manner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one 9tteft notice 

posted in the territory to be transferred. NOTICE MUST ALSO 

BE DELIVERED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FROM WHICH THE TERRITORY IS TO BE TRANSFERRED. 

{4} The county superintendent shall conduct the hearing 

as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of the affected 

districts sha½i must, upon request, be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of stteh the territory, he shall 

grant the petitioned request and order the change of 

district boundaries to coincide with the boundary 

description in the petition. Otherwise, he shall, by order, 

deny the request. Either of the orders sha%¼-b~ is final 30 

days after its date unless it is appealed to the board of 

county commissioners by a resident or taxpayer of either 

district affected by the territory transfer. The decision of 

the board of county commissioners, after a hearing on ~tteft 

the matter and consideration of the material presented at 

25 the county superintendent's hearing, sha¼i-be is final 30 

-3- HB 217 
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days after its date unless a petition to submit the question 

to a vote of the people in the district from which the land 

is to be transferred, wft¼eft-has-been signed by a majority of 

the electors of the disttict who reside in the tertitoty to 

be transferred and who are qualified to vote in elections 

for that district under 20-20-301, is presented prior to 

that time. When a petition is submitted under this 

subsection, the question of whether the land sha¼¼ will be 

transferred to another district efta¼~ must be put before the 

voters at the next regular school election in the affected 

district. 

(5) Whenever a petition to transfer territory from one 

elementary district to another elementary district weu¼d 

ereae~ creates a joint elementary district or a££eet affects 

the boundary of an existing joint elementary district, the 

petition sha¼¼ must be presented to the county 

superintendent of the county where the territory is located. 

SQeh The county superintendent shall notify any other county 

superintendents of counties with districts affected by s~eh 

the petition, and the duties prescribed in this section for 

the county superintendent and the board of county 

commissioners sha¼¼ ~ be performed jointly by stteh the 

county officials." 

-End-

-4- HB 217 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 217 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

TRUSTEES OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT LOSING TERRITORY 

AND CERTAIN OWNERS OF TERRITORY TO BE TRANSFERRED BE GIVEN 

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION ANS--AN-0PPeR~BN1~¥-~e-eeMMHN~-BBP8RB 

~RANSPBR-eP-'fHB-~l!RRl~R¥-~-AN-BR--sesee&--BIS~Rle~: AND 

AMENDING SECTION 20-6-213, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 20-6-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-6-213. Transfer of territory from one elementary 

district to another. (1) A majority of the electors of any 

~ elementary district who are qualified to vote under the 

provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in territory wh¼eh 

that is a part of an elementary district may petition the 

county superintendent to transfer s~eh the territory to 

another elementary district when if: 

(a) sneft the territory is contiguous to the district to 

which it is to be attached: 

(b) such the territory is not located within 3 miles, 

over the shortest practical route, of an operating school of 

the district from which it is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of etteh the territory will not reduce 
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the taxable value of the district to less than $100,000 

unless the remaining territory of the district will contain 

not less than 50,000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

AND 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transferz 

tet--the--beard--e!-trttstees-e!-the-seheei-d¼str¼et-that 

we~¼d-¼ese-~he-eerri~ery-has-reee±Ted--written--nott£¼eation 

e£--tfte--prepesa¼--te--trans£er--and--has--beeft--provided-aft 

eppertttftity-~e-eeffllllene,-and 

t£t--the-ewners-e£-~he-ter~iff!lry-te-be -trans£erredz--if 

di£Eerent-than-the-pet¼t¼eners-reg,,.est¼ng-the-transEerz-hawe 

reeei•ed--not¼£ieatien--ef-the-prepesa¼-te-trans£er-and-ha•e 

been-provided-an-opport~n¼ty-te-ee-ent. 

(2) The petition shaii must be addressed to the county 

superintendent and sha¼¼ !!!:!..!!= 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state the reasons why s~eh the 

requested; and 

transfer is 

(c) state the number of elementary school-age children 

residing in such the territory~ 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

transfer, the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file ~tteh the petition; 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 217 
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(bl set a hearing place, date, and time for 

consideration of the petition that is not more than 40 days 

after receipt of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the place, date, and time of the 

hearing. The notices sha¼% must be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the manner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one stteft notice 

posted in the territory to be transferred. NOTICE MUST ALSO 

BE DELIVERED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TBE SCHOOL D!STR_ICT 

FROM WHICH TBE TERRITORY IS TO BE TRANSFERRED. 

(4) The county superintendent shall conduct the hearing 

as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of the affected 

districts sfta¼¼ must, upon request, be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of eneh the territory, 

grant the petitioned request and order the 

district boundaries to coincide with the 

he shall 

change of 

boundary 

description in the petition. Otherwise, he shall, by order, 

deny the request. Either of the orders shall-be is final 30 

days after its date unless it is appealed to the board of 

county commissioners by a resident or taxpayer of either 

district affected by the territory transfer. The decision of 

the board of county commissioners, after a hearing on sueh 

the matter and consideration of the material presented at 

25 the county superintendent's hearing, 9h8¼¼-be is final 30 

-3- BB 217 
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days after its date unless a petition to submit the question 

to a vote of the people in the district from which the land 

is to be transferred, wftieh-has-been signed by a majority of 

the electors of the district who reside in the territory to 

be transferred and who are qualified to vote in elections 

for that district under 20-20-301, is presented prior to 

that time. When a petition is submitted under this 

subsection, the question of whether the land sha¼¼ will be 

transferred to another district shall must be put before the 

voters at the next regular school election in the affected 

district. 

(5) Whenever a petition to transfer territory from one 

elementary district to another elementary district wett¼d 

ereate creates a joint elementary district or a£Eeet affects 

the boundary of an existing joint elementary district, the 

petition sha¼¼ must be presented to the county 

superintendent of the county where the territory is located. 

Stteh The county superintendent shall notify any other county 

superintendents of counties with districts affected by such 

the petition, and the duties prescribed in this section for 

the county superintendent and the board of county 

commissioners shall!!!!!!..!:. be performed jointly by saeh the 

county officials." 

-End-

-4- BB 217 
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HOUSE BILL NO, 217 

INTRODUCED BY SPRING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

TRUSTEES OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT LOSING TERRITORY 

AND CERTAIN OWNERS OF TERRITORY TO BE TRANSFERRED BE GIVEN 

WRITTEN NOTIFICATION ANB--AN-0PP8RT8Nf~¥-'i'8-e0MMBNT-BBP0RB 

~RANSPBR-0P-THB-~BRRf'i'8R¥-'i'8-ANSTHBR--SeH00b--BISTR£e~, AND 

AMENDING SECTION 20-6-213, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-6-213, MCA, is amended to read: 

~20-6-213. Transfer of territory fr011. one elementary 

district to another. (1) A majority of the electors of any 

an elementary district who are qualified to vote under the 

provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in territory wh±eh 

that is a part of an elementary district may petition the 

county superintendent to transfer ~tteh 

another elementary district when if: 

the territory to 

(a) ~tteh the territory is contiguous to the district to 

which it is to be attached; 

(b) sttch the territory is not located within 3 miles, 

over the shortest practical route, of an operating school of 

the district from which it is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of stteh th~ territory will not reduce 
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the taxable value of the district to less than $100,000 

unless the remaining territory of the district will contain 

not less than 50,000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

AND 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transferL 

fet--the--eearft--of-tr~~teee-e£-the-eehoo¼-distriet-that 

wocld-¼ose-the-territory-has-reeei•ed--written--neti£iea~ieft 

e£--the--prepeea¼--to--transfer--aftd--hae--eeen--previded-an 

opport~nity-to-eomme"t;-and 

t£t--the-owners-e£-tke-territory-te-be--trafts£erre87--iE 

di£ferent-than-the-petitioners-regnestiftg-the-transfer7-he•e 

received--notifieation--of-the-proposa¼-to-transEer-end-have 

eeen-previfted-an-eppertttnity-to-eolllfflent. 

(2) The petition shall~ be addressed to the county 

superintendent and shall must: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be t[ansferred; 

(b) state the reasons why saeh the 

requested; and 

transfer is 

(c) state the number of elementary school-age children 

residing in 9ttch the territory. 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

transfer~ the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file stte~ the petition; 

-2-
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(bl set a hearing place, date, and time for 

consideration oi the petition that is not more than 40 days 

after receipt of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the place, date, and time of the 

hearing. The notices sha¼¼ ~ be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the manner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one ~tteh notice 

posted in the territory to be transferred. NOTICE MUST ALSO 

BE DELIVERED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FROM WHICH THE TERRITORY IS TO BE TRANSFERRED. 

(4) The county superintendent shall conduct the hearing 

as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of the affected 

districts ~~a¼¼ must, upon request, be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of 9tteh the territory, he shall 

grant the petitioned request and order the change of 

district boundaries to coincide with the boundary 

description in the petition. Otherwise, he shall, by order, 

deny the request. Either of the orders she¼¼-be is final 30 

days after its date unless it is appealed to the board of 

county commissioners by a resident or taxpayer of either 

district affected by the territory transfer. The decision of 

the board of county commissioners, after a hearing on stteh 

the matter and consideration of the material presented at 

25 the county superintendent's hearing, sh~i¼-be is final 30 

-3- HB 217 
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days after its date unless a petition to submit the question 

to a vote of the people in the district from which the land 

is to be transferred, which-has-been signed by a majority of 

the electors of the district who reside in the territory to 

be transferred and who are qualified to vote in elections 

for that district under 20-20-301, is presented prior to 

that time. When a petition is submitted under this 

subsection, the question of whether the land shall will be 

transferred to another district sfta¼¼ must be put before the 

voters at the next regular school election in the affected 

district. 

(5) Whenever a petition to transfer territory from one 

elementary district to another elementary district wett¼d 

eree~e creates a joint elementary district or sf£eet affects 

the boundary of an existing joint elementary district, the 

petition s"ai¼ must be presented to the county 

superintendent of the county where the territory is located. 

Sue" The county superintendent shall notify any other county 

superintendents of counties with districts affected by 9tteft 

the petition, and the duties prescribed in this section for 

the county superintendent and the board 

commissioners shai¼ must be performed jointly by 

county officials." 

-End-

-4-
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