
INTRODUCED 

JANUARY 9, 1991 

JANUARY 10, 1991 

FEBRUARY 7, 1991 

FEBRUARY 8, 1991 

FEBRUARY 9, 1991 

FEBRUARY 11, 1991 

FEBRUARY 12, 1991 

FEBRUARY 13, 1991 

MARCH 28, 1991 

APRIL 4, 1991 

APRIL 5, 1991 

APRIL 5, 1991 

BY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 133 

GALVIN, HARPER, BACHINI, NOBLE 

IN 

IN 

THE HOUSE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL 
DO PASS AS AMENDED. REPORT ADOPTED. 

PRINTING REPORT. 

SECOND READING, DO PASS. 

ENGROSSING REPORT. 

THIRD READING, PASSED. 
AYES, 91; NOES, 4. 

TRANSMITTED TO SENATE. 

THE SENATE 

INTRODUCED AND REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION. 

FIRST READING. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMEND BILL BE 
CONCURRED IN. REPORT ADOPTED. 

SECOND READING, CONCURRED IN. 

THIRD READING, CONCURRED IN. 
AYES, 48; NOES, 2. 

RETURNED TO HOUSE. 

IN THE HOUSE 

RECEIVED FROM SENATE. 

SENT TO ENROLLING. 

REPORTED CORRECTLY ENROLLED. 



52nd Legislature LC 054~/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~:?~ '~oooooeo " '""'---- ' ~ 
"~~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE 

REQUIREMENTS THAT CERTAIN VEHICLES STOP AT RAILROAD GRADE 

CROSSINGS BY CLARIFYING THAT A RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING 

SIGNAL IS NOT A TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL; DELETING THE 

PROVISION FOR STREET-RAILWAY GRADE CROSSINGS IN BUSINESS OR 

RESIDENCE DISTRICTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-349, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-349, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-349. Certdin vehicles to stop at all railroad 

grade crossings. (l) AII-pe~~on~ A person driving ~ rnolor 

ven+eles vehicle upon the ~public hi9hway~ highway of this 

state outside of corporate limits of incorporated cities or 

towns where the view is obscure or when a moving train is 

within sight or hearing shall bring said the vehicle to a 

full stop not less than 10 or more than 100 feet from where 

said the intersection of the highway inter~eet~ and the - ~---

railroad tracks w±~hin-th±s-s~ate, before crossi11g the same 

railroad tracks, at all crossings where a flagman or a 

mechanical device is not maintained to warn the traveli1tg 

public of approachirH:J trains or cars. 

I 2 l (a) lflht" 0~~~ -~ p_rovide~-~-~~~ __ su~_s~ctLc:~_inJb)_i 
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the driver of any ~motor vehicle carrying passengers for 

hireL e~-e£-a~y ~ school busL or ~f-eny ~ vehicle carrying 

explosive substances or flammab1e liquids as a cargo or part 

of a cargo, before c~ossing at grade any track or tracks of 

a railroad, shall stop soeM the vehicle within 50 feet but 

not less than 1~ feet from the nearest rail of ~ueh the 

railroad and while ~o stopped shall open the door (in the 

case of a schoo~ bus) and shall listen and look in both 

directions along ~tt(M the track for a!"'y an approaching 

train, and for signals indicdting the approach of a train 7 

exeept-a~-he-re-i:nafte-r--prev:i:ded--, and ~ha±± ma__y not proc-eed 

until he can do so safely. After stopping as required hereil"' 

in this section and upon proceeding when it is safe to do 

so, the driver of any-said ~ vehicle shall cross only in 

Stlek ~ gear of the vehicle thal there w±l!-be-ne-neeesgity 

fer requires no ch,1nging gears while traversing stteh 

ert:~~s-t-ng~ the crossing. and--the '!'~~ driver sha.l:l. ~ net 

shift gears while c~ossing the track or tracks. 

(b} N:3 ~ s'::.op Meed-be-tt.ade is not r!?'_q_ui_~e-d at any--~ueh 

a cro::_.;,s i ng where a police officer.!.. er highway patrol 

officerL or traffic-control signal directs traffic to 

proceed. 

tet--~~+~----sub~ec~io~---t~t---5k~il---net---app~y----a~ 

~~re~t--rn-i-~w~y- ~r~de 

~~sidene~-di~t~iet. 

er~~~i~g~---wi~hin--a--btt~ine~~--o-r 

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
118 '';, 
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(3) As used in this section, ''traffic-control signal'' 

does not include a railroad grade cros~ing signal." 

-End-

-3-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATIO! 

HOUSE BILL NO. 133 

INTRODUCED BY GALVIN, HARPER, BACHINI, NOBLE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE 

REQUIREMENTS THAT CERTAIN VEHICLES STOP AT RAILROAD GRADE 

CROSSINGS BY CLARIFYING THAT A RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING 

SIGNAL IS NOT A TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL; DELETING THE 

PROVISION FOR STREET-RAILWAY GRADE CROSSINGS IN BUSINESS OR 

RESIDENCE DISTRICTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-349, MCA. •• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-349, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-349. Certain vehicles to stop at all railroad 

grade crossings. (1) A%%-per~o~~ A person driving ~ motor 

v~ft~e~es vehicle upon ~he ~ public h~qftways highway of this 

state outside of corporate limits of incorporated cities or 

towns where the view is obscure or when a moving train is 

within sight or hearing shall bring said the vehicle to a 

full stop not less than 10 or more than 100 feet from where 

~ftie the intersection of the highway ift~er~ee~~ and the 

railroad tracks wi~hift-~h~~-s~a~e, before crossing the same 

railroad tracks, at all crossings where a flagman or a 

mechanical device is not maintained to ~arn the traveling 

public of approaching trains or cars. 

(2) (a) T~~ Except as provided in subsection (2){b), 

~na '"""'"'"" couna< 
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the driver of any ~ motor vehicle carrying SEVEN OR MORE 

passengers for hireL er-e£-a~y ~ school bus WITH OR WITHOUT 

PASSENGERS, or e£---eny ~ vehicle carrying explosive 

substances or flammable liquids as a cargo or part of a 

cargo, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a 

railroad, shall stop s~eh the vehicle within 50 feet but not 

less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of sueh the railroad 

and while se stopped shall open the door (in the case of a 

school bus) and shall listen and look in both directions 

along ~~e~ the t~~ck for ~~y ~approaching train7 and for 

signals indicating the approach of a train,--exeept-es 

here±na£ter-prov±ded7 and sha±± ~ not proceed until he can 

do so safely. After stopping as required ~ere±n in this 

section and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the 

driver of any-sa~d ~ vehicle shall cross only in saeh ~ gear 

of the vehicle that there wii%-be-no-neee~s~~y-fer requires 

no changing gears while traversing ~tteh--eres~inqs the 

crossing. and-~fte The driver ~ha~% ~ not shift gears while 

crossing the track or tracks. 

(b} No ~ stop need-be-m~de is not required at any-such 

~ crossing where a police officerL or highway patrol 

officerL or traffic-control signal directs traffic to 

proceed. 

t~t--~M±~----~ttb~eet±on---t~t---~hat~---~ot---appiy---at 

~t~~~t-~a±~way--9~a~@--e~o~s±nq~--with±n---a---b~~±ne~~---or 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 133 
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l residenee-d*seriee~ 

2 (3) As used in this section, "traffic-control signal" 

3 does not include a railroad grade crossing signal.'' 

-End-

-3- HB 133 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 133 

INTRODUCED BY GALVIN, HARPER, BACHINI, NOBLE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE 

REQUIREMENTS THAT CERTAIN VEHICLES STOP AT RAILROAD GRADE 

CROSSINGS BY CLARIFYING THAT A RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING 

SIGNAL IS NOT A TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL; DELETING THE 

PROVISION FOR STREET-RAILWAY GRADE CROSSINGS IN BUSINESS OR 

RESIDENCE DISTRICTS; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-349, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-349, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-349. Certain vehicles to stop at all railroad 

grade crossings. (1) A%1-persons A person driving ~ motor 

Teh%e%es vehicle upon ~he ~ public h%ghways highway of this 

state outside of corporate limits of incorporated cities or 

towns where the view is obscure or when a moving train is 

within sight or hearing shall bring said the vehicle to a 

full stop not less than 10 or more than 100 feet from where 

said the intersection of the highway ~neersee~s and the 

railroad tracks wt~hift-~his-sea~e, before crossing the same 

railroad tracks, at all crossings where a flagman or a 

mechanical device is not maintained to warn the traveling 

public of approaching trains or cars. 

(2) (a) Th~ Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), 

~.-.. CD<od 
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the driver of any ~ motor vehicle carrying SEVEN OR MORE 

passengers for hireL er-e!-any ~ school bus WITH OR WITHOUT 

PASSENGERS, or e£---any ~ vehicle carrying explosive 

substances or flammable liquids as a cargo or part of a 

cargo, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a 

railroad, shall stop saeh the vehicle within 50 feet but not 

less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of sHeft the railroad 

and while so stopped sha11 open the door (in the case of a 

school bus) and shall listen and look in both directions 

along $~eh the track for any an approaching train7 and for 

signals indicating the approach of a train7--exee~-as 

heretnafter-pro~idedT and sftai% ~ not proceed until he can 

do so safely. After stopping as required herein in this 

section and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the 

driver of afty-sa±d ~ vehicle shall cross only in such ~ gear 

of the vehicle that ~here wiii-&e-ne-neee$siey-Eer requires 

no changing gears while traversing s~eh--erossi"qs the 

crossing. aftd-~he The driver sbai% !el not shift gears while 

crossing the track or tracks. 

(b) Ne ! stop need-be-made is not required at afty-sseh 

~ crossing where a police officer~ or highway patrol 

to officerL or traffic-control signal directs traffic 

proceed. 

tet--Phis----s~bseetion---tit---sha%1---not---appiy---a~ 

street-raiiway--qrade--eressin~s--wi~htn---s---b~$ift~~s---er 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 133 
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1 resideftee-dts~riet• 

2 (l) As used in this section, •traffic-control signal" 

3 does not include a railroad grade crossing signal." 

-End-

-3- HB 133 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 133 

INTRODUCED BY GALVIN, HARPER, BACHINI, NOBLE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE 

REQUIREMENTS THAT CERTAIN VEHICLES STOP AT RAILROAD GRADE 

CROSSINGS BY CLARIFYING THAT A RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING 

SIGNAL IS NOT A TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNAL: DELETING THE 

PROVISION FOR STREET-RAILWAY GRADE CROSSINGS IN BUSINESS OR 

RESIDENCE DISTRICTS: AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-349, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-349, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-8-349. Ce~tain vehicles to stop at all railroad 

grade crossings. (1) Ai~-persefts A person driving ~ motor 

Yeh~e~es vehicle upon the ~ pu~tic hi~hways highway of this 

state outside of corporate limits of incorporated cities or 

towns where the view is obscure or when a moving train is 

within sight or hearing shall bring said the vehicle to a 

full stop not less than 10 or more than 100 feet from where 

se~~ the intersection of the highway ift~ersee~s and the 

railroad tracks within-this-s~ate, before crossing the same 

railroad tracks, at all crossings where a flagman or a 

mechanical device is not maintained to warn the traveling 

public of approaching trains or cars. 

(2) (a) ~he Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), 
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the driver of afty ~ motor vehicle carrying SEVEN OR MORE 

passengers for hireL or-o£-any ~ school bus WITH OR WITHOUT 

PASSENGERS, or of---any ~ vehicle carrying explosive 

substances or flammable liquids as a cargo or part of a 

cargo, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a 

railroad, shall stop sHeh the vehicle within 50 feet but not 

less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of s~eft the railroad 

and while se stopped shall open the door (in the case of a 

school bus) and shall listen and look in both directions 

along s~eh the track for any an approaching trainT and for 

signals indicating the approach of a trainT--~we~pe-as 

hereinaf~er-pro•tdedT and shail ~ not proceed until he can 

do so safely. After stopping as required herein in this 

section and upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the 

driver of any-~ai~ ~ vehicle shall cross only in s~ch ~ gear 

of the vehicle that ehere w±rr-e~-fte-neeess*ey-Eer requires 

no changing gears while traversing ~~eh--e~e~~±n~s the 

crossing. aft~-~he The driver shaii ~not shift gears while 

crossing the track or tracks. 

{bJ No ~ stop fte@d-be-msde is not required at any-e~eh 

~ crossing where a police officerL er highway patrol 

officerL or traffic-control signal directs traffic 

proceed. 

to 

tet--~hi•----•~b•eetien---t~t---sheii---~et---epply---et 

~treet-re±iwey--qrade--e~ess~ngs--w±~h±n---s---bdsiness---er 

REFERENCE BILL 
-2- HB 133 
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1 ~esid~ftee-diser*et. 

2 (3) As used in this section, "traffic-control signal" 

3 does not include a railroad grade crossing siqnal.M 

-End-

-3- HB 133 


