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.. ,Jhmz. BILL NO. 1/7 
INTRODUCED BY c;:q,~ A-u'h, 

v 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION THE RIGHT-OF-WAY THROUGH STREET AND HIGHWAY 

INTERSECTIONS; REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; DEFINING THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN THE PERSON 

CONDUCTING A FUNERAL PROCESSION IS LIABLE FOR DAMAGES; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 61-8-201, MCA." 

BE IT ENAC'ED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE SI'ATE OF MON1'ANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-201. Obedience to traffic-control devices 

exception for emergency vehicles and funeral processions. 

(1) The driver of any~ vehicle shall obey the instructions 

of afty an official traffic-con:rol device applicable tnereto 

17 to his vehicle and placed in accordance with the provisions 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

of this chapter unless otherwise directed by a highway 

patrol officer or pclice officer, subject to the exceptions 

granted in this chapter to the driver of an authorized 

emergency vehicle ±n-this-enapter and to the drive~ of a 

motor vehicle in ~ funeral procession. 

(2) No ! provision of this chapter for which signs are 

required ~hall may not be enforced agait1st an allPg0d 

violator if at the time and place of the alleged violatio11 

~cY"·' ""'"·""" ,,"''"' 

LC 0193/01 

an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently 

2 legible to be seen by an ordindrily observant person. 

3 Whenever a particular section does not state the signs are 

4 required, ~tleh the section skaii-be ~ effective even though 

5 no signs are erected or in p!ace.'' 

6 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Funeral escort vehicle. 

7 ''Funeral escort vehicle'' means a motor vehicle properly 

8 equipped pursuant to (section 6] driven by a person who 

9 holds a valid motorcycle e~dorse~ent to his driver's 

10 l1cense. 

ll NEW SECTION. Section 3. Funeral lead vehicle. "Funeral 

12 lead vehicle" means a motor vehicle, inC'luding a funeral 

13 hearse, properly equipped pursuant to [section 6] leading 

14 and facilitating the movement of a fune!.:al procession and 

15 driven by a person who holds a valid commer(;ial vehicle 

16 opercttor's endorsemc~t to his driver's license. 

17 NF.W SECT ION. Section 4. Funeral process ion. "Funeral 

18 procession'' means two or more motor vehicles, one of which 

19 1s carry1ng the remdins of a deceased person, 1n the 

20 daylight hours, including a funeral lead vehicle and a 

21 furlt'r3l esccrl vehicle. 

22 NFW SECT ION. Section 5. Funeral procession 

23 rigl1t of-w,ly -- funeral lead vet1icle and funeral escorl 

n vet1icle in funeral procession. (1) Except as provid~d in 

25 ::;t:il·:t•,·t i,_-ll1 ( --1), p~•df•s::: r la.ns and O?elaturs ~f motor vehicles 
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shall yield the right-of-way to a motor vehicle that is part 

of a funeral procession being led by a funeral lead vehicle 

or a funeral escort vehicle. 

(2) Af:er a funeral lead vehicle enters an 

intersection, the other vehicles in the funeral proces5ion 

may continue to follow the funeral lead vehicle through the 

intersection despite any official traffic-c~ntrol device, 

right-of-way provisions of this chapter, or local ordinance 

if the operator exercises reasonable care toward any other 

vehicle or pedestrian. 

{3) Except as provided in subsection (4), a driver of a 

funeral escort vehicle may direct the drivers of other 

vehicles in a funeral procession to proceed through an 

intersection or to make turns or other movements despite any 

official traffic-control device. The driver vf d funeral 

escort vehicle may direct and control the drivers of 

vehicles not in a funeral procession, including those 10 or 

approachi[lg an intersection, to stop, proceed, or make turns 

or other movements without regard to an official 

traffic-control device. A funeral escort vehicle may exceed 

the speed limit by 15 miles per hour when overtaking the 

funeral procession 

intersection. However, 

not required. 

to direct traffic 

use of a funeral escort 

at the next 

vehicle is 

i 4) A funeral procession has the righ_-of-way at 
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intersections regardless of official traffic-control 

devi.ces, except that an operator of a vehicle in a funeral 

procession shall yield the right-of-way to an approaching 

authorized emergency vehicle giving an audible or visible 

signal or when directed to do so by a highway patrol officer 

or police officer. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Equipment required for funeral 

vehicle restricted light use. (1) A funecal escoct 

vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle must be equipped with at 

least one lighted circulation lamp exhibiting an amb~r light 

or lens visible under normal atmospheric conditions for a 

distance of 500 feet from the front of the vehicle. 

(2) A funeral escort vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle 

may illumiJlate a flashing amber light only when the vehicle 

is in use in a funeral procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Driving in funeral procession. 

(l) A vehicle in a funPral procession shall follow the 

preceding vehicle in tne funeral procession as close~y as is 

practicable and safe. 

(2) An ordinance, law, or regulation requiring that 

motor vehicle~ be operated to allow sufficient space between 

them to enable another vehicle to enter and occupy th.tt 

space withO\Jt danger does not apply to vehicles in a funeral 

procession. 

(3) The dr~ver of a motor vehicle in a funeral 

-4-
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procession may not drive the vehicle at a speed greater 

than: 

(a) 55 miles per hour on a highway where the posted 

speed limit is 55 miles per hour or more; or 

(b) 5 miles per hour below the posted speed limit on 

other streets or roads. 

(4) A vehicle being operated in a funeral procession 

must have its headlights and taillights illumin~ted. 

(5) The turn signals must be flashing simultaneously as 

warning lights on a vehicle that: 

(a) is the first vehicle in a funeral procession; or 

(b) the driver has reilson to believe is the last 

vehicle in a funeral procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Vehicles not in funeral 

procession. The driver of a vehicle that is not part of a 

funeral procession may not: 

(1) drive between the vehicles forming a funeral 

procession while they are in motion except when: 

(a) authorized to do so by a police officer; or 

{b) driving an authorized emergency vehicle emitting an 

audible or visible signal; 

(2) join a funeral procession 

right-of-way granted by [section 5]; 

to 

( 3 J pass a funeral procession on a 

secure the 

multiple-lane 

highway on the funera: proc~~sion 1 s right side unless the 
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funeral procession is in the farthest left lane; 

(4) enter an interscction 1 even if the driver is facing 

a green traffic-control signal, when a funeral procession is 

proceeding through a red traEf~c-control signal at that 

intersection as permitted by [section 5] unless the driver 

can do so withoul crossing the path of the funeral 

procession. If the red signal changes to green while the 

funeral procession is within the intersection, the driver of 

a vehicle facing a green signal may p~oceed subject to the 

righl-of-way of the funeral procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Liability. ( l J A funeral 

director or mortician in charge of a ~u~eral procession and 

his employees and agent5 are 110t liable for death, personal 

injury, or property damcty~ that is suffered by a person in a 

funeral processior1 or ~hat is caused by or is the result of 

an action or irldction oE the opera~vr of a motor vehicle in 

a ft1neral processio1~ unless the death, perso11al injury, or 

property damage wa~ proximalely cattsed by the negligent or 

intentional acl of the funeral director, the mortician, or 

the employee or age11t of the director or mortician. 

(2) The operdtor of a motor vehicle in a funeral 

procession is 11ot an ag211t of the funerdl director or 

mortician unles8 tt1e cperator: 

{a) is an Pl·.ployt::t" -of tf",~· fl!:let-a.: d1··ecto: ::):- n1ortician 

acting in the c:uut::;e and scuf:Je of his emp:oyrr.ent; Q[ 

-6-
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1 (b) was retained as an independent contractor by the 

2 funeral director or mortician and was performing services 

3 pursuant to that contract. 

4 NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instructions. 

5 (l) [Sections 2 through 4] a~e intended to be cod1fied as an 

6 integral part of Title 61, chapter 1, par: 4, and the 

7 provisions of Title 61, chapter l, part 4, apply to 

8 [sections 2 through 4]. 

9 ( 2) {Sections 5 through 9] are intended to be codified 

10 as an integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, and the 

11 provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply to 

12 [sections 5 through 9]. 

-End-

-7-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 117 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION THE RIGHT-OF-WAY THROUGH STREET AND HIGHWAY 

INTERSECTIONS; REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; BBP!N%NS--~HE--E!REBMSTANEBS--WHBN--THE--PBRS9N 

E9NBBe~!NS--A--PHNBRA&--PR9EESS%6N--lS--b!ABbB--P9R--BAMA6ES 

PROVIDING THAT AN OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION IS NOT NEGLIGENT IF HE FOLLOWS THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THIS ACT; PROVIDING THAT NEGLIGENCE MAY NOT BE IMPUTED TO 

A FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN IF NO NEGLIGENCY EXISTS ON 

THE PART OF THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-201, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-8-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-201. Obedience to traffic-control devices 

exception for emergency vehicles and funeral processions. 

(1) The driver of sfty ~vehicle shall obey the instructions 

of s~y an official traffic-control device applicable ~h~r~~o 

to his vehicle and placed in accordance with the provisions 

of this chapter unless otherwise directed by a highway 

patrol officer or police officer, subject to the exceptlons 

granted in this chapter to the driver of an authorized 
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emergency vehicle ~~-en~s-efta~eer and to the driver of a 

motor vehicle in a funeral procession. 

(2) No ~prevision of this chapter for which signs are 

required ~fta~~ may not be enforced against an alleged 

violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation 

an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently 

legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. 

Whenever a particular section does not state the signs are 

required, ~tteh the section ~fta~l-be is effective even though 

no signs are erected or in place.'' 

"E'.; SECTION. Section 2. Funeral escort vehicle. 

"Funeral escort vehicle" means a motor vehicie properly 

equipped pursuant to [section 6) dr~~en-by-a-p~rsoft-w"o 

holO~--a--~al%0--mo~orcycle--endorsement--to--his---dri~er~s 

lie~!"i!le. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Funeral lead vehicle. "Funeral 

lead vehicle" mea~s a motor vehicle, including a funeral 

hearse, properly equipped pursuant to [section 6] leading 

and facilitating the movement of a funeral procession and 

drive~-by-a-p~rson-who--ho%0~--a--velid--eommereisl--vehieie 

ep~~~tor~~-e"Oor~em~~~-~o-h~~-Or~v~r~~-r~eeft~~. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funeral procession. "Funeral 

procession" means two or more moto~ vehicles, c.Jne of ¥ohich 

~s ~~rry111g the remains of a deceased ?ersan, in the 

dayliqllt hour::;, including a funeral lead vehicle and a 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 117 
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funeral escort vehicle. 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Funeral procession 

right-of-way -- funeral lead vehicle and funeral escort 

vehicle in funeral procession. (1) Except as provided in 

subsection (4), pedestrians and operators of ~otar vehicles 

shall yield the right-of-way to a motor vehicle that is part 

of a funeral procession being led by a funeral lead vehicle 

or a funeral escort vehicle. 

(2) After a funeral lead vehicle enters an 

int:ersect::ion, the other vehicles in the funeral procession 

may continue to follow the funera~ lead veh~cle through ~he 

intersection despite any official traffic-control device, 

right-of-way provisions of this chapter, or local ordinance 

if the operator exercises reasonable care toward any other 

vehicle or pedestrian. WHEN THE FUNERAL LEAD VEHICLE ARRIVES 

AT AN INTERSECTION, IT MUST COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

ANY OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICE, RIGHT-OF-WAY PROVISION 

OF THIS CHAPTER, AND LOCAL ORDINANCE. 

(3) Except as provided in subsection {4), a driver of a 

funeral escort vehicle may direct the drivers of other 

vehicles in a funeral procession to proceed through an 

intersection or to make turns or other movements despite any 

official traffic-control device. The driver of a funeral 

escort vehicle may direct and control :he drivers of 

vehicles not in a funeral procession, including those in or 

-3- HB 117 
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approaching an intersectionr to stop, proceed, or make turns 

or other movements without regard to an official 

traffic-control device. A-ftt~e~a~-e~ee~~-~e~~ere-may-exeeed 

t~e-~peed-~±m±e-by-~5-m~re~-~er--ke~~--wheft--e~ertakinq--~fte 

fnneral---p~oces~±on---~e---direet---tra££ie---a~--tne--neKt 

±nter~~et±on~ PERSONS DIRECTING TRAFFIC SHALL COMPLY WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF 61-1-411. However, use of a funeral escort 

vehicle is not required. 

(4) A VEHICLE IN A funeral procession has the 

right-of-way at intersections regardless of official 

lraffi.::-;.;ontrv.:. devices PRO~,..~!DED 'I'HE DRIVER OF THAT VEHICLE 

AND THE DRIVERS OF ALL VEHICLES IN THE FUNERAL PROCESSION 

MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8], except 

that an operator of a vehicle in a funeral procession shall 

yield the right-of-way to an approaching authorized 

emergency vehicle giving an audible or ~±~~b~e VISUAL signal 

or when directed to do so by a highway patrol officer or 

police officer. THIS SECTION DOES NOT RELIEVE THE DRIVER OF 

A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION FROM THE DUTY TO DRIVE 

WITH DUE REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL PERSONS USING THE 

HIGHWAY. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Equipment required for funeral 

vehicle restricted light use. (1) A funeral escort 

vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle must be equipped with at 

least one lighted eirett±ation ROTATING OR OSCILLATING lamp 

-4- HB 117 
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exhibit~ng an amber light or lens visible under normal 

atmospheric conditions for a distance of 500 feet from the 

front of the vehicle. 

{2) A funeral escort vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle 

may illuminate a ria~h±nq ROTATING OR OSCILLATING amber 

light only when the vehicle is in use in a funeral 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Driving in funeral procession. 

(1) A vehicle :n a funeral procession shall follow the 

preceding vehicle in the funeral procession as closely as is 

practicable and safe. 

(2) An ordinance, law, or regulation requiring that 

motor vehicles be operated to allow sufficient space between 

them to enable another vehicle to enter and occupy that 

space without danger does not apply to vehicles in a funeral 

procession. 

(3) The driver 

procession may not 

than: 

of a 

drive 

motor 

the 

vehicle in a funeral 

vehicle at a speed greater 

(a) 55 miles per hour on a highway where the posted 

speed limit is 55 miles per hour or more; or 

(b) 5 miles per hour below the posted speed limit on 

other streets or roads. 

14 I A vehic~e being cperateJ in a tt~ne:al prvcess1.:::-.n 

must have its headlights and taillights illuminated. 
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(5) The turn signals must be flashing simultaneously as 

warning lights an a vehicle that: 

(a) is the f~rst vehicle in a funeral procession; or 

(b) the driver has reason to believe is the last 

vehicle in a funeral process1on. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Vehicles not in funeral 

procession. The driver of a vehicle that is not part of a 

funeral procession may :;,ot: 

(1) drive be:ween the vehicles forming a 

procession while they are in motion except when: 

{a) authorized to do so by a police officer; or 

funeral 

(b) driving an authorized e~ergency vehicle emitting an 

audible or visible signal; 

(2) join a fur.er-al procession to secure the 

right-of-way granted by [section 51; 

(3) pass a fur.eral processLon on a multiple-lane 

highway on the fu~eral procession's right side unless the 

funeral procession is in the farthest left lane; 

{4) enter an intersection, even if the driver is facing 

a green traffic-control signal, when a funeral procession 

BEING CONDUCTEO IN COMPLIANCE WITH [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8] is 

proceeding through a red traffic-control signal at that 

intersect1on dS pe~rni~~ed by [sect1on 5] unless the driver 

.__-"-tn .ju .::;._-, crcss.:..ng the z:ath oE the fur.eral 

process1..Jn. r~e rea s1gnal changes to green while the 

-6- HB 117 
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funeral procession is within the intersection. the driver of 

a vehicle facing a green signal may proceed subject to the 

right-of-way of ~he A VEHICLE PARTICIP~TING IN A funeral 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Liability. -Tl) ___ A ___ !un~~~1 

e~r~e~e~-er-mere~e~an-~n-e~ar~e-ef-a-E~ne~e~-~reee~~to~--e~d 

Mis--emp±oyees-and-a9ents-are-noe-±±ab±e-ter-Oeetnr-~er~ona± 

injttry,-or-preper~y-eamage-ene~-t~-~~~Ee~eO-~y-e-~er~on-±n-a 

£~ner~±-procession-or-tha~-i~-ee~se0-by-or-~~-tne-re~~~~--e~ 

en--eeeion-or-inee~ion-o~-~ne-eperetor-of-a-moeor-~e~±c±e-in 

a-£ttnera±-proeessien-~n±ess-t~e-eee~~7-?e~~o~a±--T~~~ry 7--or 

properey--deMeqe--wes-prox+me~e~y-eeHse0-0~-~~e-neg±±gent-or 

±~tent±onal-aet-o£-the-£~nera±-d±reetor,-tne--mor~±e±en,--or 

tne-emp±oyee-or-aqent-or-t~e-d±reetor-or-~oreieian7 

t%t--~he--op~rator--o£--a--mo~~r--v~h±e~~--±n--a-€~n~rat 

p~oe~s~ion-±~-ne~--~n--eqent--o~--t~e--f~~e~al--dire~tor--or 

mo~ti~~en-ttn±es~-t~e-operato~~ 

18 tat--±~-an-employee-o~-the-ftlne~a±-O~~e=~or-~r-mort±e±en 

19 aeting-±n-the-eo~rse-end-seop~-o£-h±s-empiotm~nt~-or 

20 t~t--was--re~ained--a~--an-~ndependen~-eontraeto~-ey-the 

21 r~nerer-d±reetor-or-mort±e~an-a~0--•a~--per£orm±n~--~er~±ee~ 

22 ~tlr~~ane--to--~hae--eontraet~ THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A 

23 FUNERAL PROCESSION, INCLUDING A LEAD VEHICLE OR AN ESCORT 

24 VEHICLE, IS NOT NEGLIGENT :r t-1£ OPERATE:? ._!'J?~ -~~f;E~CLE lN 

25 ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIKEMENTS OF [SEC':-:::ONS 2 rHrtOUGH Sj. 
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WHEN NO NEGLIGENCE EXISTS ON THE PART OF THE OPERATOR OF A 

VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION, NONE MAY BE IMPUTED TO THE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN ORGANIZING THE PROCESSION, TO 

THE AGENT OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN, OR TO A 

HEHBER OF A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACTING AS THE 

AGENT, WITH OR WITHOUT COMPENSATION, OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

OR MORTICIAN. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instructions. 

(1) [Sect~ons 2 ::hrough 4] are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 61, chapter 1, part 4, and the 

provisions of Title 61, chapter 1~ part 4, apply to 

[sections 2 through 4]. 

I 2 l (Sections 5 through 9] are intended to be codified 

as an integral part of Title 61. chapter 8, part 3, and the 

provisions o! Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply to 

[sections 5 through 9]. 

-End-

-6- HB 117 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 117 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION THE RIGHT-0~-WAY THROUGH STREET AND HIGHWAY 

INTERSECTIONS; REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; BBPlNlNG--~HB--eiReeMS~ANeBS--WHBN--~HB--PBRSBN 

eeNBBe~rNG--A--PUNBRAb--PRBeBSSi9N--lS--biABbB--PBR--9AMA6BS 

PROVIDING THAT AN OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION IS NOT NEGLIGENT IF HE FOLLOWS THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THIS ACT; PROVIDING THAT NEGLIGENCE MAY NOT BE IMPUTED TO 

A FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN IF NO NEGLIGENCY EXISTS ON 

THE PART OF THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-201, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-201. Obedience to traffic-control devices 

exception for emergency vehicles and funeral processions. 

(1) The driver of afty ~ vehicle shall obey the instructions 

of eny an official traffic-control device applicable ~fte~e~e 

to his vehicle and placed in accordance with the provisions 

of this chapter unless otherwise directed by a highway 

patrol officer or police officer, subject to the exceptions 

granted in this chapter to the driver of an authorized 
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emergency vehicle ~n-tnis-chap~er and to the driver of a 

motor vehicle in a funeral procession. 

(2) No ~provision of this chapter for which signs are 

required ~hai% may not be enforced against an alleged 

violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation 

an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently 

legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person4 

Whenever a particular section does not state the signs are 

required, s~eft ~ section sha%%-ee is effective even thouqh 

no signs are erected or in place .. " 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Funeral escort vehicle. 

"Funeral escort vehicle" means a motor vehicle properly 

equipped pursuant to [section 6] d~iveft-by-a-~~~seft-whe 

hoids--a--vaiid--me~ereyeie--@ndo~s@meft~--te--h%~---driver~s 

~ieeftee. 

NEW SECTION4 Section 3. Funeral lead vehicle. "Funeral 

lead vehicle" means a motor vehicle, including a funeral 

hearse, properly equipped pursuant to (section 6] leading 

and facilitating the movement of a funeral procession and 

d~iven-by-a-p~~seft-whe--holds--a--Ta%id--eemm~reiai--vehieie 

epera~ep~~-e~de~~emen~-~e-his-&river~s-i~cense. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funeral procession. "Funeral 

procession" means two or more motor vehicles, one of which 

is carrying the remains of a deceased person, in the 

daylight hours, including a funeral lead vehicle and a 

THIRD READING 
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funeral escort vehicle~ 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Funeral procession 

right-of-way -- funeral lead vehicle and funeral escort 

vehicle in funera1 procession. (1) Except as provided in 

subsection (4), pedestrians and operators of motor vehicles 

shall yield the right-of-way to a motor vehicle that is part 

of a funeral procession being led by a funeral lead vehicle 

or a funeral escort vehicle. 

(2) After a funeral lead vehicle enters an 

intersection, the other vehicles in the funeral procession 

may continue to follow the funeral lead vehicle through the 

intersection despite any official traffic-control device, 

right-of-way provisions of this chapter, or local ordinance 

if the operator exercises reasonable care toward any other 

vehicle or pedestrian. WHEN THE FUNERAL LEAD VEHICLE ARRIVES 

AT AN INTERSECTION, IT MUST COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

ANY OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICE, RIGHT-OF-WAY PROVISION 

OF THIS CHAPTER, AND LOCAL ORDINANCE. 

(3} Except as provided in subsection (4)r a driver of a 

funeral escort vehicle may direct the drivers of other 

vehicles in a funeral procession to proceed through an 

intersection or to make turns or other movements despite any 

official traffic-control device. The driver of a funeral 

escort vehicle may direct and control the drivers of 

vehicles not in a funeral procession, including those in or 
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approaching an intersection, to stop, proceed, or make turns 

or other movements without regard to an official 

traffic-control device. A-Eanera%-escor~-vehic%e-mar-e•eee~ 

tfte-speed-~im~t-hy-*5-m~%es-per--hoar--wheft--o¥erea~inq--ehe 

Euftere%---pree@ssioft---te---~~reet---tra€£ie---at--tfte--ftewt 

ift~er~eeeieftT PERSONS DIRECTING TRAFFIC SHALL COMPLY WITB 

THE PROVISIONS OF 61-l-411. However, use of a funeral escort 

vehicle is not required. 

(4) A VEHICLE IN A funeral procession has the 

right-of-way at intersections regardless of official 

traffic-control devices PROVIDED THE DRIVER OF THAT VEHICLE 

AND THE DRIVERS OF ALL VEHICLES IN THE FUNERAL PROCESSION 

MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF (SECTIONS 2 THROUGH BJ, except 

that an operator of a vehicle in a funeral procession shall 

yield the right-of-way to an approaching authorized 

emergency vehicle giving an audible or Yieihle VISUAL signal 

or when directed to do so by a highway patrol officer or 

police officer. THIS SECTION DOES NOT RELIEVE THE DRIVER OF 

A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION FROM THE DUTY TO DRIVE 

WITH DUE REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL PERSONS USING THE 

HIGHWAY. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Equipment required for funeral 

vehicle restricted light use. (1) A funeral escort 

vehicle or a funEral lead vehicle must be equipped with at 

least one lighted e~rettlet~e" ROTATING OR OSCILLATING lamp 
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exhibiting an amber light or lens visible under normal 

atmospheric conditions for a distance of 500 feet from the 

front of the vehicle. 

(2) A fune~al escort vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle 

may illuminate a 

light only when 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. 

(1) A vehicle 

flashi"q ROTATING OR OSCILLATING amber 

the vehicle is in use in a funeral 

Section 7. Driving in funeral procession. 

in a funeral procession shall follow the 

preceding vehicle in the funeral procession as closely as is 

practicable and safe. 

(2) An ordinance, law, or regulation requiring that 

motor vehicles be operated to allow sufficient space between 

them to enable another vehicle to enter and occupy that 

space without danger does not apply to vehicles in a funeral 

procession. 

(3) The driver of a motor vehicle in a funeral 

procession may not drive the vehicle at a speed greater 

than: 

{a) 55 miles per hour on a highway where the posted 

speed limit is 55 miles per hour or more; or 

(b) 5 miles per hour below the posted speed limit on 

other streets or roads. 

(4) A vehicle being operated in a funeral procession 

must have its headlights and taillights illuminated. 
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(5} The turn signals must be flashing simultaneously as 

warning lights on a vehicle that: 

{a) is the first vehicle in a funeral procession; or 

(b) the driver has reason to believe is the last 

vehicle in a funeral procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Vehicles not in funeral 

procession. The driver of a vehicle that is not part of a 

funeral procession may not: 

(1) drive between the vehicles forming a funeral 

procession while they are in motion except when: 

(a) authorized to do so by a police officer; or 

(b} driving an authorized emergency vehicle emitting an 

audible or visible signal; 

(2) join a funeral procession 

right-of-way granted by [section 5); 

( 3) pass a funeral procession 

to secure the 

on a multiple-lane 

unless the highway on the funeral procession's right side 

funeral procession is in the farthest left lane; 

(4) enter an intersection, even if the driver is facing 

a green traffic-control signal, when a funeral procession 

BEING CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8] is 

proceeding through a red traffic-control signal at that 

intersection as permitted by [section 5] unless the driver 

can d0 so without crossing the path of the funeral 

procession. If the red signal changes to green while the 
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funeral procession is within the intersection, the driver of 

a vehicle facing a green signal may proceed subject to the 

right-of-way of the A VEHICLE PARTICIPATING IN A funeral 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Liability. -~~~---A---~un~ra1 

diree~er-er-mer~ieian-in-eharge-o£-a-E~nere±-preeeeeien--and 

h~s--emp~oyees-and-agen~s-are-fte~-liab~e-£or-death;-personai 

in;uryT-er-preper~y-~amage-that-is-stt££e~ea-ey-a-~~~sen-in-a 

~anere~-preeessien-er-~ha~-is-ea~sed-by-er-~s-the-re~~i~--er 

an--aetion-or-±naetion-o£-the-operater-oE-~-motor-vehicie-in 

a-fttnerai-proeession-ttnless-~he-~~ath,-pe~sona%--±n;ttryy--er 

property--damage--was-prox~mate%y-eause8-by-~he-ne~%i~en~-or 

~ft~en~iefta%-ae~-e~-the-£Hnera%-direc~or7-the--me~t*etan;--or 

~he-empioyee-~r-agen~-o£-the-d±reeter-o~-mert~eian• 

tit--~he--eperater--ef--a--motor--vehie%e--~~--a-~~nera! 

p~ocession-±s-not--a~--a~ent--eE--t"e--fHnera%--direetor--er 

mertieian-~niess-tfte-eperato~~ 

tat--is-an-empioyee-o£-the-f~ftera!-eiree~or-or-mortie±an 

aeting-in-the-eo~ree-and-eeope-o£-his-emp~oyment~-or 

tDt--was--reta~ne8--as--an-indepen8en~-eontraetor-by-tfte 

funerai-direetor-er-mertie~an-and--"as--perfo~min~--ser•iees 

pur•nant--to--that--eentraet~ THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A 

FUNERAL PROCESSION, INCLUDING A LEAD VEHICLE OR AN ESCORT 

VEHICLE, IS NOT NEGLIGENT IF HE OPERATES THE VEHICLE I~ 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8]. 
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WHEN NO NEGLIGENCE EXISTS ON THE PART OF THE OPERATOR OF A 

VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION, NONE MAY BE IMPUTED TO THE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN ORGANIZING THE PROCESSION, TO 

THE AGENT OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN, OR TO A 

MEMBER OF A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACTING AS TBE 

AGENT, WITH OR WITHOUT COMPENSATION, OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

OR MORTICIAN. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instructions. 

( 1) [Sections 2 through 4] are inte'nded to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 61, chapter 1, part 4, and the 

provisio~s of Title 61, chapter 1, part 4, apply to 

(sections 2 through 4]. 

( 2) [Sections 5 through 9] are intended to be codified 

as an integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, and the 

provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply to 

(sections 5 through 9). 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 117 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ""AN ACT ALLOWING A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION THE RIGHT-OF-WAY THROUGH STREET AND HIGHWAY 

INTERSECTIONS; REGULATING THE CONDUCT OF A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; BBP%N%N9--~HE--€%R€BMS~AN€BS--WHEN--~HE--PERS8N 

€8NBB€~%NS--A--PHNERAb--PR8€ESS%8N--%S--b%ABbB--P8R--BAMA6ES 

PROVIDING THAT AN OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION IS NOT NEGLIGENT IF HE FOLLOWS THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF THIS ACT; PROVIDING THAT NEGLIGENCE MAY NOT BE IMPUTED TO 

A FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN IF NO NEGLIGENCE EXISTS ON 

THE PART OF THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL 

PROCESSION; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-8-201, MCA.'" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-B-201. Obedience to traffic-control devices 

exception for emergency vehicles and funeral processions. 

11) The driver of e"y ~vehicle shall obey the instructions 

of a~y an official traffic-control device applicable ~he~~~e 

to his vehicle and placed in accordance with the provisions 

of this chapter unless otherwise directed by a highway 

patrol officer or police officer, subject to the exceptions 

granted in this chapter to the driver of an authorized 
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emergency vehicle %n-th~s-ehep~er and to the driver of a 

motor vehicle in a funeral procession. 

(2) He ~provision of this chapter for which signs are 

required shall may not be enforced against an alleged 

violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation 

an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently 

legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person. 

Whenever a particular section does not state the signs are 

required, eHeh the section shall-be is effective even though 

no signs are erected or in place." 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Funeral escort vehicle. 

"Funeral escort vehicle" means a motor vehicle properly 

equipped pursuant to [section 6] dr~Yeft-by-a-pe~son-wfte 

heid~--a--~al~d--me~ereyele--endorsemene--te--h~s---driver~s 

i~eense. 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Funeral lead vehicle. "Funeral 

lead vehicle" means a motor vehicle, including a funeral 

hearse, properly equipped pursuant to [section 6] leading 

and facilitating the movement of a funeral procession a~~ 

dri~en-by-e-per~o"-wfto--helds--a--va%±d--eemmere~e~--vehtele 

operaeor~~-~"dors~meft~-to-h±s-dr~ve~~s-lieen~e. 

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Funeral procession. "Funeral 

procession'' means two or more motor vehicles, one of which 

is cdrrying the remains of a deceased person, ~n the 

dayliqht hours, including a funeral lead vehicle and a 
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funeral escort vehicle. 

NEW SEC~ IoN. Section 5. l'unera1 procession 

riqht-of-way -- funeral lead vehicle and funeral escort 

vehicle in funeral procession. (l} Except as provided in 

subsection (4), pedestrians and operators of motor vehicles 

shall yield the right-of-way to a motor vehicle that is part 

of a funeral procession being led by a funeral lP.ad vehicle 

or a funeral escort vehicle. 

(2) After a funeral lead vehicle enters an 

intersection, the other vehicles in the funeral procession 

may continue to follow the funeral lead vehicle through the 

intersection despite any official traffic-control device, 

right-of-way provisions of this chapter, or local ordinance 

if the operator exercises reasonable care toward any other 

vehicle or pedestrian. WHEN THE FUNERAL LEAD VEHICLE ARRIVES 

AT AN INTERSECTION, IT MUST COMPL~ WITH THE REQUIREMENTS UF 

ANY OI'FICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL ~8VICE, RIGHT-OF-WAY PROVISION 

OF THIS CHAPTER, AND LOCAL O~?INANCE. 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), a driver of a 

funeral escort vehicle may direct the drivers of other 

vehicles in a funeral procession to proceed through an 

intersection or to make turns or other movements despite any 

official traffic-control device. The driver of a funeral 

escort vehicle may direct and control the drivers of 

vehicles not ~n a funeral procession, including those in or 
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approaching an intersection, to stop, proceed, or make turns 

or other movements without regard to an official 

traffic-control device. ~-r~~@ra%-@seor~-•ehiele-may-@xeee~ 

the-speed-iimit-by-iS-mi%@s-p@r--he~r--wheft--OY@r~ak~n~--~he 

fttftere~---~~eee~~~e"---~e---~ir@et---tra~fie---at--the--~eM~ 

i~terseetio~~ PERSONS DIRECTING TRAFFIC SHALL COMPLY WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF 61-1-411. However, use of a funeral escort 

vehicle is not required. 

( 4) A VEHICLE IN A funeral procession has the 

right-of-way at intersections regardless of official 

traffic-control devices PROVIDED THE DRIVER OF THAT VEHICLE 

AND THE DRIVERS OF ALL VEHICLES IN THE FUNERAL PROCESSION 

MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH B), except 

that an operator of a vehicle in a funeral procession shall 

yield the right-of-way to an approaching authorized 

emergency vehicle giving an audible or •is±bie VISUA~ signal 

or when directed to do so by a highway patrol officer or 

police officer. THIS SECTION DOES NOT RELIEVE THE DRIVER OF 

A VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION FROM THE DUTY TO DRIVE 

WITH DUE REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL PERSONS USING THE 

HIGHWAY. 

NEW SECTION. Section 6. Equipment required for funeral 

vehicle restricted light use. (1) A funeral escort 

vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle must be equipped with at 

least one lighted ei~ett±ation ROTATING OR OSCILLATING lamp 
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exhibiting an amber light or lens visible und@~ normal 

atmospheric conditions for a distance of 500 feet from the 

front of the vehicle. 

(2) A funeral escort vehicle or a funeral lead vehicle 

may illuminate a fift~h~"~ ROTATING OR OSCILLATING amber 

light only when the vehicle is in use in a funeral 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 74 Driving in funeral proces~ion. 

11) A vehicle in a funeral procession shall follow the 

preceding vehicle in the funeral procession as closely as is 

practicable and safe. 

(2) An ordinance, law. or regulation requiring that 

motor vehicles be operated to allow sufficient space between 

them to enable another vehicle to enter and occupy that 

space without danger does not apply to vehicles in a funeral 

procession. 

(3) The driver of a motor vehicle in a funeral 

procession may not drive the vehicle at a speed greater 

than: 

(a) 55 miles per honr on a highway where the posted 

speed limit is 55 miles per hour or more; or 

(b) 5 miles per hour below the posted speed limit on 

other streets or roads. 

(4) A vehicle being operated in a funeral process1on 

must have its headlights and taillights illuminated. 
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(5) The turn signals must be flashing simultaneously as 

warning lights on a vehicle that: 

{a} is the first vehicle in a funeral procession; or 

(b) the driver has reason to believe is the last 

vehicle in a funeral procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 8. Vehicles not in funeral 

procession. The driver of a vehicle that is not part of a 

funeral procession may not: 

(1) drive between the vehicles forming a funeral 

procession while they are in motion except when: 

(a) authorized to do so by a police officer; or 

(b) driving an authorized emergency vehicle emitting an 

audible or visible signal; 

{2) join a funeral procession 

right-of-way granted by [section 5]; 

(3) pass a funeral procession on 

highway on the funeral procession's right 

to secure the 

a multiple-lane 

side unless the 

funeral procession is in the farthest left lane; 

{4) enter an intersection, even if the driver is facing 

a green traffic-control signal, when a funeral procession 

BEING CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH 8] is 

proceeding through a red traffic-control signal at that 

intersection as permitted by (section 5) unless the driver 

can do so without cross1ng the path of the funeral 

prt>C'ESSlQn. If lhe red signal changes to green while the 
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funeral procession is within the intersection, the driver of 

a vehicle facing a green signal may proceed subject to the 

right-of-~ay of the A VEHICLE PARTICIPATING IN A funeral 

procession. 

NEW SECTION. Section 9. Liability. -pr--1\---yn!le"!'l'!l 

eiree~er-or-mer~ieiftft-in-ehftrqe-or-e-ftt"ere±-proee~s~on--end 

his--emp%eyee~-ane-e1en~s-er~-fto~-iiebi~-for-deathr-per~onei 

injttryT-er-~reperty-damaqe-that-±s-~ttffered-by-~-person-±n-~ 

fttnerai-proeess±on-or-t"et-i~-eett~~a-hy-o~-is-the-restt+t--e~ 

e~--eetioft-or-inaetion-of-the-operetor-o~-a-motor-•~hie%e-in 

a-t~nerei-proeession-ttnies~-~"e-de~t" 7 -persona%--injttry 7 --or 

preperty--deme9e--wes-p~oximateiy-eatt~e~-hy-en~-~~ql±9ent-or 

~ne@ntienai-ect-of-the-fttnera~-d±r~etor,-the--mo~t±e±an7--~~ 

the-emp~oyee-er-agent-of-the-d±reetor-or-mo~t~e~a"7 

tit--~he--operator--of--8--moto~--vehtcle--~n--a-tttne~at 

proees~±o~-±s-~ot--an--a9ent--of--tne--£ttMe~aT--direeto~--or 

mortieian-~nless-tne-operateP~ 

18 tet--±s-an-empioyee-of-t~e-f~nerai-d±reetor-o~-~ort~e±an 

19 aeting-in-the-eottr~e-and-~{~ope-of-~±s-em~loyment~-or 

20 tbt--was--~eta±ned--~~--an-±ndependent-eontraetor-by-the 

21 f~neral-direetor-or-mort±eien-and--was--performin9--ser~±ees 

22 ~~rsHant--to--thet--eontraet~ THE OPERATOR OF A VEHICLE IN A 

23 FUNERAL PROCESSION, INCLUDING A LEAD VEHICLE OR AN ESCORT 

24 VEHICLE, IS NOT NEGLIGENT IF HE OPERATES THE VEHICLE IN 

25 ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF (SEC,IONS 2 THROUGH 8]. 
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HHEN NO NEGLIGENCE EXISTS ON THE PART OF THE JPERATOR OF A 

VEHICLE IN A FUNERAL PROCESSION, NONE MAY BE IMPUTED TO THE 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN ORGANIZING THE PROCESSION, TO 

THE AGENT OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN, OR TO A 

MEMBER OF A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACTING AS THE 

AGENT, WITH OR WITHOUT COMPENSATION, OF THE FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

OR MORTICIAN. 

NEW SECTION. Section 10. Codification instructions. 

(1) [Sections 2 through 41 are inte.nded to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 61, chapter 1, part 4, and the 

provisions of Title 61, chapter 1, part 4, apply to 

(sections 2 through 4]. 

( 2) (Sections 5 through 9) are intended to be codified 

as an integral part of Title 61, chapter 8, part J, and 

provisions of Title 61, chapter 8, part 3, apply 

(sections 5 through 9]. 

-End-

the 

to 
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