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INTRODUCED BY J.{_,~tJ£~--t91J.~-------------------
?/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THAT 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF NURSE 

SPECIALISTS LIES WITH THE BOARD OF NURSING; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 37-8-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-8-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-8-202. Organization meetings powers and 

duties. (l) The board shall meet annually and shall elect 

from among the nine members a president and a secretary. The 

board shall hold other meetings when necessary to transact 

its business. A majority of the board constitutes a quorum 

at any meeting. The department shall keep complete minutes 

and records of the meetings and rules and orders promulgated 

by the board. 

(2) The board may make rules necessary to administer 

this chapter. The board shall prescribe standards for 

schools preparing persons for registration and licensure 

under this chapter. It shall provide for surveys of schools 

at times it considers necessary. It shall approve programs 

that meet the requirements of this chapter and of lhe board. 

The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, examine and issue 
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to and renew licenses of qualified applicants. The board 

shall conduct hearings on charges wh~eh that may call for 

discipline of a licensee, revocation of a license, or 

removal of schools of nursing from the approved list. It 

shall cause the prosecution of persons violating this 

chapter and may incur necessary expenses for prosecutions. 

(3) The board may adopt and the department shall 

publish forms for use by applicants and others, including 

license, certificate, and identity forms and other 

appropriate forms and publications convenient for the proper 

administration of this chapter. The board may fix reasonable 

fees for incidental services, within the subject matter 

delegated by this chapter. 

(4) The board may participale in and pay fees to a 

national organization of state boards of nursing to a~~tl~~ 

ensure interstate endorsement of licenses. 

( 5) (a) The board may define the educational 

requirements and other qualifications applicable to 

specialty areas of nursing. Specialty areas of nursing are 

those thdt require additional professional education beyond 

the basic nursing degree required of a registered nurse. 

Additional edt>cation must be obtained in cour~es offered in 

a university setting or its equivalent. The applicant musl 

be certified by a specialty area certifying body. Specialty 

areas of nursing include 

-2-

nurse p[actitioners, 
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1 nurse-midwives, and nurse-anesthetists. 

2 

3 

4 
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(b) The board 

examiners, acting 

authorization for 

specialists. If 

specialist who 

of nursing and 

jointly, shall 

the 

adopt 

board of medical 

rules regarding 

prescriptive authority 

considered appropriate 

applies to the board~ 

of nurse 

for a 

board 

nurse 

for 

7 authorization, prescriptive authority must be granted. 

8 (6) The board shall establish a program to assist 

9 licensed nurses who are found to be physically or mentally 

10 impaired by habitual intemperance or the excessive use of 

ll narcotic drugs; alcohol, or any other drug or substance. The 

12 program must provide assistance to licensees in seeking 

13 treatment for substance abuse and monitor their efforts 

14 toward rehabilitation. For purposes of funding this program, 

15 the board shall adjust the license fee provided for in 

16 37-8-431 corrunensurate with the cost of the program. 11 

-End-
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APPROVED BY COMM. ON 
HUMAN SERVICES AND AGING 

4s~ BILL NO. _L/_L 

INTRODUCED BY ~---~------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THAT 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF NURSE 

SPECIALISTS LIES WITH THE BOARD OF NURSING; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 37-8-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 37-8-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-8-202. Organization meetings powers and 

duties. (1) The board shall meet annually and shall elect 

from among the nine members a president and a secretary. The 

board shall hold other meetings when necessary to transact 

its business. A majority of the board constitutes a quorum 

at any meeting. The department shall keep complete minutes 

and records of the meetings and rules and orders promul~ated 

by the board. 

(2) The board may make rules necessary to administer 

this chapter. The board shall prescribe standards for 

schools preparing persons for registration and licensure 

under this chapter. It shall provide for surveys of schools 

at times it considers necessary. It shall approve programs 

that meet the requirements of this chapter and of the board. 

The department shall,. subject to 37-1-101, examine and issue 
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to and renew licenses of qualified applicants. The board 

shall conduct hearings on charges vhi~h tha~ may call for 

discipline of a licensee, revocation of a license, or 

removal of schools of nursing from the approved list. It 

shall cause the prosecution of persons violating this 

chapter and may incur necessary expenses for prosecutions. 

(3) The board may adopt and the department shall 

publish forms for use by applicants and others, including 

license, certificate, and identity forms and other 

appropriate forms and publications convenient for the proper 

administration of this chapter. The board may fix reasonable 

fees for incidental services, within the subject matter 

delegated by this chapter. 

(4) The board may participate in and pay fees to a 

national organization of state boards of nursing to 8~~tlre 

~ interstate endorsement of licenses. 

( 5) (a) The board may define the educational 

requirements and other qualifications applicable to 

specialty areas of nursing. Specialty areas of nursing are 

those thdt require additional professional education beyond 

the basic nursing degree required of a registered nurse. 

Additional education must be obtained in courses offered in 

a university setting or its equivalent. The applicant must 

be certified by a specialty area certifying body. Specialty 

areas of nursing include 

-2-

nurse practitioners, 
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1 nurse-midwives, and nurse-anesthetists. 
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(b) The board of nursing and the board of medical 

examine~s, acting 

authorization for 

specialists. If 

specialist who 

jointly, shall adopt rules regarding 

prescriptive authority of nurse 

considered appropriate for a nurse 

applies to the boards board for 

7 authorization, prescriptive authority must be granted. 

8 (6) The board shall establish a program to assist 

9 licensed nurses who are found to be physically or mentally 

10 impaired by habitual intemperance or the excessive use of 

11 narcotic drugs, alcohol, or any other drug or substance. The 

12 program must provide assistance to licensees in seeking 

13 treatment for substance abuse and monitor their efforts 

14 toward rehabilitation. For purposes of funding this program, 

15 the board shall adjust the license fee provided for in 

16 37-B-431 commensurate with the cost of the program." 

-End-

-3-
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hltus• BILL NO. _L!L 

INTRODUCED BY J.C._.,/d!.~<!2j-t~4,.;..· -------------------
!/ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THAT 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF NURSE 

SPECIALISTS LIES WITH THE BOARD OF NURSING; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 37-8-202, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sect ion 37-8-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-8-202. Organization meetings powers and 

duties. (1) The board shall meet annually and shall elect 

from among the nine members a president and a secretary. The 

board shall hold other meetings when necessary to transact 

its business. A majority of the board constitutes a quorum 

at any meeting. The department shall keep complete minutes 

and records of the meetings and rules and orders promulgated 

by the board. 

(2) The board may make rules necessary to administer 

this chapter. The board shall prescribe standards for 

schools preparing persons for registration and licensure 

under this chaptera It shall provide for surveys of schools 

at times it considers necessary. It shall approve programs 

that meet the requirements of this chapter and of the board. 

The department shall, subject to 37-1-101, examine and issue 
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to and renew licenses of qualified applicants. The board 

shall conduct hearings on charges vhieh ~hat may call for 

discipline of a licensee, revocation of a license, or 

removal of schools of nursing from th@ approved list. It 

shall cause the prosecution of persons violating this 

chapter and may incur necessary expenses for prosecutions. 

(3) The board may adopt and the department shall 

publish forms for use by applicants and others, including 

1 icense, certificate, and identity forms and other 

appropriate forms and publications convenient for the proper 

administration of this chapter. The board may fix reasonable 

fees for incidental services, within the subject matter 

delegated by this chapter. 

(4) The board may participate in and pay fees to a 

national organization of state boards of nursing to a~~Hre 

~ interstate endorsement of licenses. 

(5) (a) The board may define the educational 

requirements and other qualifications applicable to 

specialty areas of nursing. Specialty areas of nursing are 

those that require additional professional education beyond 

the basic nursing degree required of a registered nurse. 

Additional education must be obtained in courses offered in 

a university setting or its equivalent. The applicant must 

be certified by a specialty area certifying body. Specialty 

areas of nursing include nurse practitioners, 

-2-
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1 nurse-midwives, and nurse-anesthetists. 
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(b) The board of nursing and the board of medical 

examiners, acting 

authorization for 

specialists. If 

specialist who 

jointly, shall adopt rules regarding 

of nurse prescriptive authority 

considered appropriate 

applies to the boards 

for a nurse 

board for 

7 authorization, prescriptive authority must be granted. 

8 (6) The board shall establish a program to assist 

9 licensed nurses who are found to be physically or mentally 

10 impaired by habitual intemperance or the excessive use of 

11 narcotic drugs, alcohol, or any other drug or substance. The 

12 program must provide assistance to licensees in seeking 

13 treatment for substance abuse and monitor their efforts 

14 toward rehabilitation. For purposes of funding this program, 

15 the board shall adjust the license fee provided for in 

16 37-8-431 commensurate with the cost of the program.• 

-End-

-3-



SENATE STAMDIHG COHHITTEB REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 14, 1991 

We, your committee on Public Health, Welfare, and Safety having 
had under consideration House Bill No. 111 (third reading copy -
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 111 be amended and 
as so amended be concurred in: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "NURSING;" 
Strike: "AND" 

2. Title, line 7. 
Following: "HCA" 
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

3. Page 3. 
Following: line 16 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is 

effective on passage and approval." 

~.4/iL:s. 
56 3-!Y /' tl:;: 

Sec. of Senate 

Signed: 

SENATE 
HB Ill 
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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 111 The department shall, subject to 37-l-10:_, exarrnne and 1.ssue 

2 INTRODUCED BY CODY to and renew licenses of qual1.fied applicants. The board 

shall conduct hearings on charges wni~h =~~t may call for 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THA:' 4 discipl1~e of a licensee, revocation of a license, or 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY OF l'<URSE s ~ernoval 0: schools of nurs:ng from the appr~ved list. It 

6 SPECIALISTS LIES WITH THE BOARD OF NURSING; ANB AMENDING 0 ..3."1aJ..:. cause tne prosecution of perscns via:.at.lr.g thl.S 

7 SECTION 37-8-202, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 7 chapter and may incur necessary expenses fer ~rosecutions. 

8 DATE." 8 I 3 l The board may adopt and the department shall 

9 9 publish forms for use by applicants and others, including 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: :o licens€, certificate, and identity fonr.s and other 

ll Section 1. Section 37-8-202, MCA, is amended to read: appropriace forms and publications c~nvenient fo~ t~e proper 

12 • 37-8-202. Organization meetings powers and J.2 administration of this chapter. The board may fix reaso~able 

13 duties. ( 1) The board shall meet annually and shall elect :3 fees for incidental services, within ~he subject mat~er 

14 from among the nine members a president and a secretary. The :4 de~egated by this chapter. 

15 board shall hold other meetings when necessary to transact :s (·1) The board may participate i:1 and pay ::ees to a 

16 its business. A majority of the board constitutes a quorum lD :-tat i ·.:>r.a l organization of state boards of ~ursing to 8~~tl~~ 

17 at any meeting. The department s:r.a::..l l<eep complete rr.inutes 17 ensure :~terstate e~dor~e~en~ of :_censes. 

18 and records of the meetings and :~les and orders promu::..gated 18 ( s) (a) The :Ocard may define -=~e ec·~car::ic.nal 

19 by the board. 19 :equ~rements d:'.d other q·..-alificat:i:::ns ~pp.:.J.cable to 

20 ( 2) The board may maKe rules necessary to adminiscer :'0 spec:al:y areas of nursing. Special~y areas o~ n·._:.rsir.g are 

21 this chapter. The board shall prescribe standards tor 2: tt'.ose t~at require additional prcfessi~nal educat1on beyond 

22 schools preparing persons :~r reg:stration and l~cens~re -=~e nas~c ~urs1ng degree req~ired Jf a ~e~is~e:ed ~urse. 

23 under this chapter. It shall provide for surveys of scr:..:)ols .23 .:;dJiti~n~l educaticn must be ocra:ned ln =curses ~ffered in 

2~ at ~~~~s ~t considers ~ecessa~y. :t 3~all app~ove pr.g~3~s 
: :) ',. t" :· ~' ; ' :c;t:":--~_i:'a :;r c~s .,::.q:_;:'-·a·,er.-::. ~=--e -,;;~ -·=·~~:--- ::-.~:st 

25 that meet tne cequ:rements oi this chapter and of the board. : J ~~ c~:t~fi~d t1y d spec~al~y are~ ce::~~:1~g ~oa~. S~ecialty 

~"' '"""' .e counn' 
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~ areas oE nurs~ng include nurse practitioners, 

~~rse-midwives, a~d nurse-anesthetists. 

3 (b) The board of nursing and the beard ~f medica! 

exa.~i:1e:s. acting :ointly, shal:. aCcpt:. ~t..: :_es regen-a ir.q 

? _::....,_-::: :--.:::.!.".:. za: -'.·:l:1 Ear prescriptive a:...:tncr:.:,y ;;:;:: ::urse 

0 specialists. If co~s.:.dered apprcpr.:.ate :o: a nurse 

specia:~st who app:1es to the ~e8rd~ board ~or 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

author1zat1on~ prescriptive authority must be granted. 

(6) The boa=d shall establish 3 p:cg:am to assis~ 

licensed n~rses who are found to be physically or mentally 

i~paired oy habitual intemperance or the excessive use of 

narcotic drugs, alcohol, or any other drug ~!." substance. The 

program must provide assistance to licensees in seeking 

treatment for substance abuse and monitor their efforts 

15 toward rehabilitation. For purposes of fund!r.g ~his program, 

16 ~he board shall adjust the license fee prcv:ded for in 

17 37-8--131 commensurate with the cos:. . .:Jf the program." 

18 NEW SECT ION. SECTION 2. EFF~CT~VE DATE. ; THIS!>CT i :s 

19 EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 

-End-
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