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HOUSE BILL NO. 99 

INTHODUCfO BY STANG 

BY REQUF:ST OF THE DEPARTMJ::NT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL .FOR AN ACT ENTI'TLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A PERSON TO 

OPi:.RA':='E: A BICYCLE ON TH.I:.: PAVED SHOULDER OF A ROADY..' A':{ i AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 61-l-206 AND 61-B-605, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY 'l'HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-l-20G, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-l-206. Roadway. uRoedwayu ~~~~t as used ,, 
6l-8-:-~60S, "roadway'~ means that portion of a highway 

improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular trave:, 

exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway 

includes two cr more separate roadwaysL the term ''roadway'' 

e~-tl9ed-he~eiM--9haTt--refer ~fers to any ~~eh roadway 

separately but not to all 9tH:i"l road·~ays collectively." 

Section 2. Section 61-8-605, MCA, is ampndt~d t.o read: 

"61-8-605. Riding on roadways ann bicycle palh~. l.!J __ As 

~sed in this sectjon 1 
11 roadway 11 mea:-':3~.9_! _ _por_ t iOQ___S'l_~-~ 

~'lway~~2Y~~~ desi_9...0_e~! __ E._!_ ord.l_.:_;~_u____§~2_ for vt:-hicu:ar 

!_~_vel !___~-~~u~-the_____E_a'-'e~_?_ho~_l~E;~· 

t±t..!_l_l A person operating a bicycle upo11 a roaJway dt 

less thac the normal speed C1 f traffic at l:ct.:: l1mv and pldCt-? 

and undet t:-~e conditiOib tfw>< ex_;_~ting sr-1all ridP a~; rwdr tu 

~:":'-·"u '"""'·""'' ,-.,,,.,," 
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HB 0099/01 

the right side of the roadway a~ practicable except wher1: 

(a) overtakir1g and passing another vehicle proceedi119 

1n the same direction; 

ib) prepar l: . .:;J for a .:.eft turn at an intersec~lOtl or 

in~o a private road or driveway; or 

(C) necessary ~o avoid a cot1Jition that nakes it ur)safe 

to co~tinlie alonq the right side of the roadway, lncluding 

but r.ot lun1 ted to a fixed or mo\•ir1g cbj~ct, parked or 

moving vehicle, pedestrian, a~1mal, surface hazard, or a 

lane ':.na:_ iS (CO na.rro...,, for a bicycle and anol:J.t:r vtL_...::t: l~ 

travel sa(el) side by side wi~hi~ t~e lane. 

tiltill A perscn cperatu1g a bicycle upon a 21ne-way 

highway with two ot- more mar~ed t~affic lanes may ride as 

close to the left s~de of tte roadway as ~rac~icable. 

t3t.LU Persons riding bicycles upo:-'. a roadway shall 

ride in single file excep~ ~~~:1: 

\a I r~di~g on pa~hs or parts of r~~J~ays set asidP for 

the exclusive ~se of bicycles; 

(b) 

I c) 

overtak1ng a11d passi~g arGth2~ bicyc:e: 

riding on a paved shGtllder or in a p~rking lane, in 

whicl: case the pPrsons may ri·~e twc abreas~; or 

(d I r101:1g withir1 d s1rg~~ ldne on a laneJ I0ddWctj Wllh 

ot lP:tSt t',..l"l lanes in each direct;_,:-;;)., in ·~hj_c!1 case the 

P~': ;--;, tb tr.dy r i,h• two abrt:'dSt ~ f :h~ "' - .. )' i ;;·,k·t::·.Jr'> the 

IH_>[ ,1\.--Jl a.rHi :--c, ~,llldbll~ rr:-..,ver.<:.·f~t cf .;-.f:' _c -;--,c .. :--e thd.:l tht:y 

INTRODUCED BILL 
"-&q(\ 



HB OO:l'J/01 

l would otherwise impede ~tie~ tratfic by riding s1ngle file 

and in ac~ordan~e with the provisions o( tl1is chcipler. 

3 f4t_L~ Wheneve-r a usable- path for bicycles has bPen 

4 provided adjacent t~ a ~cadway, bicycle ridPrs shal~ use 

5 ~t1eh E_~e pa~h and ~l*laTT ;;or tt~~ the rJad·.vay. A person riding 

6 a bicycle defined :n 61-1-123(2) 1s exclud~d from the 

provisions of r.his subseccion when ~t:~:eh the bicycle is 

8 prohibited from using ~t!er. r::he ~eth~ pcith. 

t5till A bicycle, as defined in 61-l-123(2), is 

10 excluded fro:n the provisicns of subsections. flt @ and tZt 

ll ill·" 

-End-
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APPROVED BY 
ON HIGHWAYS 

HOUSE BILL NO. 99 

COMMITTEE 
& TRANSPORTATION 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 

BY R~DUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A PERSON TO 

OPERA'l'E A BICYCLE ON THE PAVED SHOULDER OF A ROADWAY; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 61-l-206 AND 61-8-605, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-206. Roadway. uRoadwayu ~~cept as used in 

61-B-605, "ro~dway" means that portion of a highway 

improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 

exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway 

includes two or more ~eparate roadways!_ the term "roadway" 

a~-~~ed-h~rein--~hall--refer refers to any ~~eh roadway 

separately but not to all ~tleh roadways collectively.~ 

Section 2. Section 61-6-605, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-605. Riding on roadways anU bicycle paths. ilJ As 

used in this sect!on, "road~~·- m~~2. that _ _po~iO!!__C?.! __ ~ 

hig_~~-~ved, desig_r_!e_~,_ o_r~_9)_·~~~~-~9- -~?..£_ ~eh_i_C:~~~ 

travel, including the paved sho~_!_~er. 

tlti?l A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at 

less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and place 

and under the conditions then existing shall ride as near to 

!&,::;·"'" "•"'·'''"' """''' 
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the right side of the roadway as practicable except when: 

(a) overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding 

in the same direction; 

{b) preparing for a left turn at an intersection or 

into a private road or driveway; or 

(c) necessary to avoid a condition that makes it unsafe 

to continue along the right side of the roadway, including 

but not limited to a fixed or moving object, parked or 

moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, or a 

lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and another vetticle to 

travel safely side by side within the lane. 

titill A person operating a bicycle upon a one-way 

highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as 

close to the left side of the roadway as practicable. 

t3ti_il Persons riding bicycles upon a road .... ·oy shall 

ride in single file except wt1er1: 

(a) riding on paths or parts of roddways set aside for 

the exclusive usc of bicycles: 

(b) overtaking and passirg another bicycle; 

(c) riding on a paved shoulder or in a parking lane, in 

which case the persons may ride two abreast; or 

(d) riding within a single lanp on a laned roadway Wlth 

at least two lallCS in each direction, in which CdSc the 

pL'T o>>~ns may ride two abreast if they do not irnpede the 

nnrm.tl and rt·,tSOildble movement_ of traffic more than they 

-2- SECOND READING 
~qo. 
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l would otherwise impede ~~eh traffic by riding single file 

2 and in accordance with the provisions of this chgpter. 

3 t4t~ Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been 

4 provided adjacent to a roadway, bicycle riders shall use 

5 :5aeh the path and !S~ed:± not tt~e the roddway. A person r-iding 

6 a bicycle defined in 61-1-123(2) 1s excluded from the 

7 provisions of this subsection ~hen ~nek ~ bicycle is 

8 prohibited from using ~ueh the patk:5 path. 

9 t5till A bicycle, as defined in 61-l-123(2), is 

10 excluded from the provisions of subsections tit ~ and trt 

ll ill· .. 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 99 

INTRODUCED BY STP.NG 

BY RF.QUI=~ST OF' THE DEPARTMENT OF' HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTI'T'LF:O: "AN ACT TO ALLOW A PERSON TO 

OPERATE A BICYCLE ON THE PAVED SHOULDER OF A ROADWAY; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-206 AND 61-8-605, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-206, MCA, is amended to r~ad: 

•61-1-206. Roadway. 9 Roadwey 9 Except as used in 

61-8-605, "roadway" means that portion of a highway 

improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 

exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway 

includes two or more separate roadwaysL the term ''roadway'' 

8:~-1:1~~d-hf"t"~i-n--sht~ll~-rt>fer .!:E'~_e_£_~ to any ~t:U'~" roadway 

separately but not to all ~tten roadways collectively." 

Section 2. Section 61-8-605, MCA, is amend~d to rea~: 

"61-8-605. Riding on roadways and bicycle palhs. l!J As 

~~~j ____ !_~----~-~~~cti_9~'~roadw_9-1_~'- m~_C!._n_:,; __ _!._l-!?_!:_ por_~ion _of_<'! 

!::!__Lgh_~_~L~Eoved, de~_9!:!"t!~_r_ ~_!"_~_!ua~~_ly used for vehiculcn 

!: rave_l, __ i !"!c!u_~_i_ng _t !l_~____I?nve~____?_h_Q~_!_de r_:_ 

tltlll A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at 

less than the normai sp~cd of traffic at the timP a11d place 

and tJnder the condition~ thPn existing shall ride as ncar to 
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the right side of lhe roadway as practicable except when: 

(a) overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding 

in the same direction: 

(b) preparing for a left turn at an intersection or 

into a private road or driveway; or 

(c) necessary to avoid a condition that mdkes it unsafe 

to continue along the right side of the roadway, including 

but not limited to a fixed or moving object, parked or 

moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, or a 

lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and another vehicle to 

travel safely side by side withirt the lane. 

ti1till A person operating a bicycle upon a one--way 

highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as 

close to the left side of the roadway as practicdble. 

t3till Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shdll 

ride in single file except when: 

(a) riding on paths or parts of roadways sel aside for 

the exclusive use of bicycles; 

(b) overtakirlg and passing annthPr bicycle; 

{c) riding on a paved shoulder or in a pdrklng lane; in 

which casP the persons may title two abreast; or 

(d) riding within a single lanp on a laned roadway with 

at led~t two lanPs in each direction, in which case the 

pet ~;.:•ns m.-ty ride two abreast i( they do not impPdP thP 

nntmd1 anri n·.fsonablp movement of traffic more than thPy 

-2-
THIRD READING 
~qQ, 
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1 would otherwise impede ~tteh traffic by riding single file 

2 and in accordance with the provisions of this chdpter. 

3 t4t~ Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been 

4 ptovided adjacent to a roadway, bicycle riders shall use 

5 ~tteh the path and ~nail not ~~~ the road~ay. A person riding 

6 a bicycle defined in 61-l-123{2) is excluded from the 

1 provisions of this subsection when ~tl~h the bicycle is 

8 prohibited from using ~tleh the pat~~ path. 

9 tSt~ A bicycle, as defined in 61-1-123(2), is 

10 excluded from the provisions of subsections tl7 ill and t~t 

ll ill·" 

-End-

- )-



SENATE STANDING COHHITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENTi 

Page 1 of 1 
March 8, 1991 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 99 (third reading copy -­
blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 99 be amended and 
as so amended be concurred ina 

1. Page 1, line 19. 
Strike: "and bicycle paths" 

2. Page 3, lines 3 through 8. 
Strike: subsection (5) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent subsection 

~ 3-7v'1/ 
A oord. ~=S-9; g 6-0J 
Sec. of Senate 

SENATE 

HS '' 500827SC.Sji 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 99 

INTRODUCED BY STANG 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 11 AN ACT TO ALLOW A PERSON TO 

OPERATE A BICYCLE ON THE PAVED SHOULDER OF A ROADWAY; AND 

AMENDING SECTIONS 61-1-206 AND 61-8-605, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-1-206, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1-206. Roadway. l1Readwayu. Except as used in 

61-8-605, "roadway" means that portion of a highway 

improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 

exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway 

includes two or more separate roadways.!.. the term "roadway" 

as-tt~ed-he~ein--sha~i--~e£e~ refers to any s~eh roadway 

separately but not to all stteh roadways collectively." 

Section 2. Section 61-S-605, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-8-605. Riding on roadways and-bieyel~-path~. ~ 

used in this section, "roadway 11 means that portion of a 

highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular 

travel, including the paved shoulder. 

tit~ A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at 

less than the normal speed of traffic at the time dnd place 

and under the conditions then existing shall ride as near to 

~n• , .. .,,.,.,. '~~• 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

'" 

HB 0099/02 

the right side of the roadway as practicable except when: 

(a) overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding 

in the same direction; 

(b) preparing for a left turn at an intersection or 

into a private road or driveway; or 

(c) necessary to avoid a condition that makes it unsafe 

to continue along the right side of the roadway, including 

but not limited to a fixed or moving object, parked or 

moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, surface hazard, or a 

lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and another vehicle to 

travel safely side by side within the lane. 

t~tlll A person operating a bicycle upon a one-way 

highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as 

close to the left side of the roadway as practicable. 

t3ti!l Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall 

ride in single file except when: 

(a) riding on paths or parts of roadways set aside for 

the exclusive use of bicycles; 

(b} overtaking and passing another bicycle; 

(c) riding on a paved shoulder or in a parking lane, in 

which case the persons may ride two abreast; or 

(d) riding within a single lane on a laned roadway with 

at lPast two lanes in each direction, in which case the 

oersans mdy ride two abreas: if they da not impede the 

normal and reasonable movement of traffic more than they 

-2- HB 99 
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1 would otherwise impede s~eft traffic by riding single file 

2 and in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

3 t4t~--Whenever--a--usab±e--patn--£or-b%eye%es-has-beeft 

4 preYi~e~-adjaeen~-~e-a-readway;--b±eyeie--rtders--s~ett--~ee 

5 sHeh the ~atft-and-sfta~t-net-~se-~fte-readwayo-A-perseft-rtdt~~ 

6 a--b~eyele--derifted--ift--6l-l-l~3t~t--is--e~el~eed--rrem-the 

7 provis±o"s-e£-th±s--subseee±on--wften--s~eh the bieyeie--±s 

8 prohib~ted-£rom-us±nq-sueh the paths patho 

9 tSt~ A bicycle, as defined in 61-1-123(2), is 

10 excluded from the provisions of subsections tit 121 and tit 

11 ill·" 
-End-

-3- HB 99 


