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HOUSE BILL NO. 95 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING VOLUN'CARY 

CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITS FOR CANDIDATES; AND AMENDING 

SECTION 13-37-216, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-37-216, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-37-216. Limitations on contributions. (1) Ag~regate 

contributions for all elect ions in a campa.lgn by 

individual, other than the candidate, to a candid~te and 

political committees organized on his behalf are limited as 

follows: 

{a) for candidates filed jointly for the office of 

govPrnor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $1,500: 

{b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $750; 

(c} for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

district court judge, or state senator, not to ~xceed $400; 

and 

(d) for a candidate for any other public office, 11ot to 

exceed S250. 

(2) For the purposes of this sul>~eclion, an independPnt 
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HB 0095/01 

committee means a committee which 1s not speo....·lflcally 

organized on behalf of a particular candidate or which is 

not cont~olled either directly or indirectly by a candidate 

or candidate's committee an.J. '.vhich dces no:: act jointly with 

a candidate or candidctte's c~~~ittee in conjunction with the 

making of expenditures or accepting contributions. For the 

purpose of limitation on contributions, political party 

organizations are 1ndt::!~enden'C. corrJTti t tees. Aggregate 

contributions by an ir.dependent committee to a candida':".e and 

political comm:..ttees or·;;anized o:~ his behalf for all 

elections in a campaign ~re limited as f~llows: 

(a) for candidates filed joint:y for the offices of 

governor and lieutenant governor, ~ot to exceed $8,000; 

(b) for a candidate to be e:ected for state office in a 

statewide election, other than the car,didates for governor 

and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $2,000; 

(c) for a cand.ida"Ce for public sen,.:ce corru-:1issioner, 

not to exceed $1,000; 

(d) for a candidate for the stce:le sen<:J.l12, nol tc exceed 

$600; 

(e) for a candidate for any 8ther public office, 08t to 

CXCt.'Cd S300. 

In a y~~~lE._~_b_ich_9_n election (3) lS held for the 
------~~~~ 

M1.!:1Ldnd hL0 ~,:?_:':___~_f. _!_~·la:e_:;;entatives and s.::.;o,at.e, unle~_s ~c~~~ 

ciro__'UllbLH1Ct'S Stil'h as ~ph:£_?ica::.. _9lS_db:~~.!..:i__::::_! __ S!___Cand.ida~e 
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1 are present, a candidate is encouraged __ ~ volu~-~-~rily agree 

2 with other candidates f~-~ that office that ~xpendi_!=-u~~s will 

3 not be made for the general e~e~~~~he candidate 1 by 

4 the prin~ipal campaign committee of tt1e candidate, or 

5 otherwise on behalf of the candida~e that result 1n an 

6 aggregate amount ~n excess of $10,000 for a ~~~ate election 

7 and $5 1 000 for <?-__ ~ouse election. Prior to the 1~9_I __ primary 

8 election and prior t?_ each succeeding primary election!__ the 

9 co~issioner of political practices shall multiply the 

10 amounts contained in this subsection by the consumer price 

11 index a_? dete_!mined by the bur~9-_u of ~~bor stat)_s_tL~--~the 

12 Unite? States department of labor statisti~s for each 

13 calendar year __ since 1990 and shall publish the new vo_~_~:mtary 

14 limitations as a rule. 

15 t3ti!l The mandatory limitations imp8sed by this 

16 s~ction do not apply to public funJs contributed to a 

17 car1didcite under part 3 of this chapter." 

-End-
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