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HOUSE BILL NO. 94 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

A BILL f"OR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT 

PERMISSION TO REPRINT AND DISTRIBUTE PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA 

CODE ANNOTATED IS REQUIRED; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF APPLYING 

FOR PERMISSION; AUTHORIZING THE CHARGING OF FEES FOR 

PROVIDING STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR THE DEPOSIT OF THOSE FEES; 

CLARIFYING THAT THE MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED IS THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION OF THE MONTANA STATUTES AND :s THE ONLY VERSION 

ENTITLED TO BE INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE IN MONTANA COURTS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 1~11~103 AND 1~11~104, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section l-ll-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-11-103. Effect of Montana Code Annotated -- official 

version. (l) The Montana Code Annotated shall be enacted as 

a reenactment of the Revised Codes of Montana, 1947, and tt1~ 

supplements thereto. 

( 2) The enactment of the Montana Code Annotated sha 11 

nut: 

(a} revive a law repealed or superseded before the 

effective date of the Montana Code Annotated; 
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HB 0094/01 

(b) affect an act done, right accrued, or obligation 

incurred or imposed by law prior to the effective date of 

the Moncana Code Annotated; 

(c) affect any action, suit, or proceeding pending on 

such effective date; 

(d) repeal stat~tes of a nongeneral, nonperrna·nent 

nature such as severability, constructio~, validating, 

repealing, or similar statutes omitted from the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

(3) The Montana Code A~notated shall be given effect as 

a continuatiOil of the Revised CoJcs of Montand ~nd not as a 

new enactme1:t. A defect in title of any act set out in pr1or 

laws and reenacted by t~e Montana Code Annotated is cured by 

such enactme::t. 

(4) No implication or presumption of legislative 

construction is to be drawn from tl1e classification or 

arrangemenc of the Montana Code Annotated. 

(5) Unless speci~ically and expre~sly adopted as part 

of the law by the lcgis1ature, annota::.icns, code 

commissioner notes, catchlines, or other editorial material 

included in the Monta11a Code Annotated may IlOL be construed 

as pcirt of the legisla::.ive text but are Oilly for the p~rposc 

of convfnience, order:y arrangement, and informati011. 

(6) After enact;nPnt, tt•~ Montar\a Code Annotated, 

including all suL:::.eq11en: replacement volume::;, shall be primu 

~2~ INTRODUCED BILL 
1/8 qy 
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HB 0094/01 

facie the official laws of Montana. In case of any 

inconsistency in meaning arising through omission or 

otherwise between the provisions of the Montana Code 

Annotated and the corresponding portion of the official 

enrolled bill on file with the secretary of state, 

shall be given to the official enrolled bill. 

effect 

(7} The Montana Code_.Annotated, prepared in <?-ccordance 

with part 3 and copyrighted __ a.s provided in 1-11-304! is the 

official version of the statutes of Montana. The official ---- -~------ --

statutes are the only publication of the statutes entitled 

to be considered as ev1dence in Montand courts. This 

subsection is not intended to interfere with the supreme 

to court's authorit:L__!_Q___~d9_E_!:_ rules of Pvidence pursuant 

Article VII, section 2, of the Montana constitution.'' 

Section 2. Section 1-ll-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-11-304, Copyrights =-=~mit~_d p~blicdtion. ill The 

Montana Code Annotated, sc.pplements, or other publications 

ancillary therete tQ_ the Muntana c:;,ode ~n?_~at'=---_c!r as 

published, ~ha±±--be ? __ r_e the sole property of the stale of 

Montana and sha-ll-be ar~ copyrighted for and in behalf of 

the stale of Montana by the secretary of state. 

1_2) _1'h~blica>:.ion and distribution of par~_~ _ __Qf_ ~-0~­

Montana <;'_o~_A_n~_ola_!__~- othe_r ~~~.as ___Ero~~!!_~s!_fo~._l~ this 

~!".!!~f!:l_iiY E~. mctde only~ __ p~~wid~d for~-~-__!_!l~~ectior~~---~ 

~-~~ ?9e~~i'_~----~·£_ __ E_~~-.~ ~ l_~-~.l.- subd ~~~j.-~~~!__!___-~~---thi~- s td te 
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HB 0094/01 

desiring to distribute to the public, whether by use of 

2!J~~ed matter or by use of computer or other el~~~~~~~ 

means___!___,_any part of the Montana Code A:1notated shall m~~~ 

written apE__lication to the code comrr.iss.:.o:-ter. The ~.£~.~t 

shall: 

(a) specify the pq£.!;_.~ons of the Morltana Code Annotated 

and the number of ~1:_~-~ the 

distribu_te; 

app~ !.cant desires to 

(b) st~te the .E_~q~~--..!.2..~~_!-he _dlSt£ibulion and the 

~E;~_ns or cla:::;ses of persons to rece: ve the d~_stri _ _!)utio~ 

and 

.L£l__~~-~~ _t2_________P~I-te costs of preparation of the 

material to be distributed. 

I 3 l If the ~o§~ commissioner, after consultation with 

the legislative COttncil, determines that a distributio11 will 

n-~-~~J.mental_________!Q_ the interests o: the citizeJ~of the 

§tale, tht! code commissioner ffi_?_L_~_utt) __ .:l_t)ze the use and 

distributi~~--~L _ __!he _ _p_c~_!",_!:-_inns of the Mcncana _Code Annotat"=~­

~-P.~_i____!:L~d _in the ap£1j_~9_t~ The . code commiss ion~L __ in 

consultation with the legislative council, may determinP the 

charge for prov~<l:~-~~~t_!~-~d!__er ial !...~e_~!l!Y ... ~Ported by 

~lie funds shall p~y__on!..Y__ the actual _ _£_o_s_!~-· of ___ E!ov~ding_ 

th~ ___ __!!!_~_ter_~al. All r_evei~~_t:' __ .~S:~.~Yt:.'l __ ~!~~·:~- .~t!!..~ se£!:i:On_must_ 

be ~~\!~_i_~-~-C!-~ the _§_tatE:' -~Pt?£0_1 rcvt::<nue fu_'!9 __ refcl-~!L__!_s: 

in l:Ll=_~o 1 L!.L 
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( 4) The purpose _of this sect ion is to ensure t~! 

copies of all or any portion of the Montana Code Annotated 

distributed to interested citizens accur~tely state the law 

4 in effec~- when the copies are preea_r~~~~ 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. l This ac·t] is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-5-
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APPROVED BY COMMITTEE 
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ON STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 94 

INTRODUCED BY J. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT 

PERMISSION TO REPRINT AND DISTRIBUTE PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA 

CODE ANNOTATED IS REQUIRED; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF APPLYING 

FOR PERMISSION; AUTHORIZING THE CHARGING OF FEES FOR 

PROVIDING STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR THE DEPOSIT OF THOSE FEES; 

CLARIFYING THAT THE MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED IS THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION OF THE MONTANA STATUTES AND IS THE ONLY VERSION 

ENTITLED TO BE INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE IN MO~~ANA COURTS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 1-11-103 AND l-ll-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MO~TANA: 

Section 1. Section 1-ll-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

•1-11-103a Effect of Montana Code Annotated -- official 

version. (l) The Montana Code Annotated shall be enacted as 

a reenactment of the Revised Codes of Montana, 1947, and the 

supplements thereto. 

(2) The enactment of the Montana Code Annotated shall 

not: 

(a) revive a law repealed or superseded before the 

effective date of the Monta~a Code Annota~edi 
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(b) affect an act done, right acc~ued, or obligation 

incurred or imposed by law prior to the effective date of 

the Montana Code Annotated; 

(c) affect any action, suit, or proceeding pending on 

such effective date; 

(d) repeal statutes of a nongeneral, nonpermanent 

nature such as severability, construction, validating, 

repealing, or similar statutes omitted from the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

(3) The Montana Code Annotated shall be given effect as 

a continuation of the Revised Codes of Montana and not as a 

new enact~ent. A defect in title of any act set out in prior 

laws and reenacted by the Montana Code Annotated is cured by 

such enactment. 

(4) No implication or presumption of legislative 

construction is to be drawn from the classification or 

arrange~ent of the ~~nlana Code Annotated. 

(5) Unless specifically and expressly adopted as part 

of the law by the legislature, annotations, code 

commiss1oner notes, catchlines, or other editorial material 

included in lhe Montana Code Annotated may not be construed 

as part of the leyi~lative text but are only for the purpose 

of cOJl\·enience, orderly arrangement, and information. 

(6) AfLer endctment, the Montana Code Annvlated, 

includ~tlg all sub~equent replacement volumes, shall be primd 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 94 
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inconsistency in 

otherwise between 

Annotated and the 

HB 0094/02 

laws of Montana. In case of any 

meaning arising through omission or 

the provisions of the Montana Code 

corresponding portion of the official 

enrolled bill on file with the secretary of state, effect 

shall be given to the official enrolled bill. 

(7) The Montana Code Annotated, prepared in accordance 

with part 3 and copyrighted as provided in 1-11-304, is the 

official version of the statutes of Montana. The official 

statutes are the only publication of the statutes entitled 

to be considered as evidence in Montana courts. This 

subsection is not _intended to interfere with the supreme 

court's authority to adoot rules of evidence pursuant to 

Article VII, section 2, of the Montana constitution.'' 

Section 2. Sect ion 1-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-11-304. Copyrights -- perrni_tted publication . .11J. The 

Montana Code Annotated, supplements, or other publications 

ancillary ~~e~eto to the Montana Code Annotated, as 

published, ~ha~t--be are the sole property of the state of 

Montana and ~hai~-be are copyrighted for and in behalf of 

the state of Montana by the secretary of state. 

J2) The publication, AS DEFINED IN 17 U.S.C. 101, a"d 

distribution of £arts of the Montana Code Annotated/ other 

thar1 as provided for in this part, may be ~ade only ~s 

E_Eovided for in this secti~n-~_ A person, agency, or _p':1liti~~.l 

-3- HB 9~ 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0094/02 

subdivision of this state desiring to distribute to the 

public, whether by use of printed matter or by use of 

computer or other electronic means, any part of the Montana 

Code Annotated shall make written apolication to the code 

commissioner. The applicant shall: 

{a) specify the portions of the Montana Code Annotated 

and the number of copies the ,-.~_Eplicant desires to 

distributei 

(b} state the purpose for the distribution and the 

persons or classes of pe=sons to receive the distribution; 

and 

(c) agree to p_~_y-~~- costs of preparation of the 

material to be distributed. 

(3) If the code commissioner, after consultation ~2th 

the legislative council, determines that a distribution will 

not be de:rimental to the interests of the citizens of the 

state, the code commissioner rr,a_y __ 9-_uthorize the use and 

distribution of the portions of th_e __ ~_~n-~ana Code Annotated 

specified in the applic:ation. The code c:_~mmissioner, in 

consultation with the legislative council, may deter~L~~-lQ~ 

charge for providing the material. An entity supported by 

f'Ublic funds shall________12~!_y_ t_h5" actual costs of providin_s_ 

the material. All revenue received under this section must 

~~.~sited in the state special revenue fund refeL~_r_~Q_!.2 

in l-11-301(3). 

-4- HH 94 
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1 (4) The purpose of this section is to ensure that 

2 copies of all or any po~tion of the Montana Code Annotated 

3 distributed to interested citizens accurately state the law 

4 in effect when the copies are prepared.'' 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act 1 is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 94 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 94 

INTRODUCED BY J, BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE CODE COMMISSIONER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT CLARIFYING THAT 

PERMISSION TO REPRINT AND DISTRIBUTE PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA 

CODE ANNOTATED IS REQUIRED; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF APPLYING 

FOR PERMISSION; AUTHORIZING THE CHARGING OF FEES FOR 

PROVIDING STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR THE DEPOSIT OF THOSE FEES; 

CLARIFYING THAT THE MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED IS THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION OF THE MONTANA STATUTES AND IS THE ONLY VERSION 

ENTITLED TO BE INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE IN MONTANA COURTS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 1-11-103 AND 1-11-304, MCA; AND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE," 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 1-ll-103, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-11-103. Effect of Montana Code Annotated -- official 

version. (1} The Montana Code Annotated shall be enacted as 

a reenactment of the Revised Codes of Montana, 1947, and the 

supplements thereto. 

(2) The enactment of the Montana Code Annotated shall 

not: 

{a) revive a law repealed or superseded before the 

effective date of the Montana Code Annotated; 
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(b) affect an act done, right accrued, or obligation 

incurred or imposed by law prior to the effective date of 

the Montana Code Annotated; 

(c) affect any action, suit, or proceeding pending on 

such effective date; 

(d) repeal statutes of a nongeneral, nonpermanent 

nature such as severability, construction, validating, 

repealing, or similar statutes omitted from the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

13) The Montana Code Annotated shall be given effect as 

a continuation of the Revised Codes of Montana and not as a 

new enactment. A defect in title of any act set out in prior 

laws and reenacted by the Montana Code Annotated is cured by 

such enactment. 

( 4) No implication or presumption of legislative 

construction is to be drawn from the classification or 

arrangement of the Montana Code Annotated. 

(5) Unless specifically and expressly adopted as part 

of the law by the legislature, annotations, code 

commissioner notes, catchlines, or other editorial material 

included in the Montana Code Annotated may not be construed 

as part of the legislative text but are only for the purpose 

of convenience, Ol"derly arrangement, and information. 

(6) Aft<>r t:'ndctment, the Montana Code Annotated, 

including all subs~quent replacement volumes, shall be prima 

THIRD READING 
-2- HB 94 
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facie the official laws of MOntana. In case of any 

inconsistency in 

otherwise between 

meaning arising through omission or 

the provisions of the Montana Code 

Annotated and the cor responding po.rtion of the official 

enrolled bill on file with the secretary of state, effect 

shall be given to the official enrolled bill. 

{7) The Montana Code Annotated, prepared in accordance 

with part 3 and copyrighted as provided in 1-11-304, is the 

official version of the statutes of Montana. The official 

statutes are the only publication of the statutes entitled 

to be considered as evidence in Montana courts. This 

subsection is not intended to interfere with the supreme 

cou-rt's authority to adopt rules of evidence pursuant to 

Article VII, section 2, of the Montana constitution." 

Section 2. Section 1-11-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

"1-~1-304. Copy.rigltts -- permitted publication. ill The 

Montana Code Annotated, supplements, or other publications 

ancillary tft~~eto to the Montana Code Annotated, as 

published, shta~i-~be ~ the sole properly of the state of 

Montana and sha.i:i-bf! ~ copyrighted for and in behalf of 

the state of Montana b.Y the sec_retary of state. 

(2.) The publication, AS DEFINED IN 17 U.S.C. 101, !'_n~ 

dis~ribution of parts of the Montana-Code Annotated, other 

than as provided for in this part, may -~e made ~as 

EE___9Vided for in this section. A person, agency, or political 

-3- HB 94 
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subdivision of this state desiring to distribute to the 

public, whether by use of printed matter or by use of 

computer or other electronic means, any part of the Montana 

Code Annotated shall make written application to the code 

commissioner. The applicant shall: 

(a) specify the portions of the Montana Code Annotated 

and the number of copie~ !he applicant desires to 

distribute; 

(b} state the purpose for the distribution and the 

persons or classes of persons to receive the distribution; 

and 

(c) agree to pay the costs of preparation of the 

material to be distributed. 

(3j If the code commissioner, after consultation with 

the legislative coun~il, determines that a distribution will 

not be d~trimental to the interests of the citizens of the 

state, the code commissioner may authoriz~" the use and 

distribut~on of -~ortions of the Montana Code Annotated 

specified in the application. The code conunissioner, in 

consultation with the legislative council, may determine the 

charge for .providing the material. An entity supported by 

public funds shall pay only ~~e actual costs of .Providing 

t·he mate_rial. All revenue received unde-r this section must 

be deposited in th~ state special re~enue fund r~ferred to 

in 1-11-301( 3). 

-4- HB 94 
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1 14) The purpose of this section is to ensure that 

2 copies of all or any portion of the Montana Code Annotated 

3 distributed to interested citizens accurately state the law 

4 in effect when the copies are prepared." 

5 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is 

6 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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