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HOUSE BILL NO. 55 

INTRODUCP.D BY MADISON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GICNERALLY REVISE 

COUNTY BIDDING LAWS; INCREASING THE DOLLAR AMOUNTS ABOVE 

WHICH COMPETITIVE BIDDING IS REQUIRED; REDEFINING THE 

CRITERIA FOR BID SOLICITATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, AND 7-5-2303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required for 

certain large purchases or construction conlracls. (1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, ftO ~ contract for the 

purchase of a~y-~ehieier-road-maeh~ftery,-er-otke~-maehinery, 

apparattl~,--appli~~ee~r-or-eq~ip~eftt-or-for-any-materitti~-or 

~ttpp~ie~ items~_goods, or services of--eny--k±nd--for--whieh 

mtl~t--be--paid-a-sttm in excess of .$iS7 eee $25,000 or for the 

construction of any building, road, or bridge Eor-wh±eh-must 

be-pa:td-B:·-stlm in excess of $18-,-8' e $25,000 or for thf> repair 

or maint~nance of any building, road, or bridge for--wh±en 

mtt~t--be--ptd::d--e-~t:1m in excess of $-25-,.aoa ~6Q_,_OO_Q ~httll ma._y 

!!Pt be entered into by a county governing body wilho,,t f .i.t-sl 

publishing a notice calling for bids for---ftlrni~hiM~---the 

~ame. 
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(21 The 

7-1-2121. 

notice must be published as provided in 

(3) Every ~tleh contract shall ~~bject t~ bidding must 

be let to the lowest and best responsible bidder.'' 

Section 2. Section 7-5-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-2302. Use of competitive, nonadvertised bidding 

for certain purchases. (l) Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

on--any-ptlreha~e-eoMtraet-tntered·-into-by a county governing 

body may enter-~ contract for the purchase of any--wehieley 

ma:ehinery-,--a~piianees 7 -ap~aratu~,-buildi~9,-er-materiai~-and 

~uppl.te::t _l_tems, goods, or_~1ces fet"-wh±ek-mtt=st--be-paid-a: 

~ttm in e~cess of $i8 7 99B $25,000 bLJt less than $~5y889 

$60,000, if bids s~al±-be ~solicited without advertising 

from persons, firms, or corporations who have eau~ed--to--b~ 

filed with the governing body of lhe cour1ty a request in 

writing that ils nan~e be listed with the governing body for 

solicitations on hP particular items set forth in the 

request. The governing body shall solicit bids of f_~om 

listeC prospective suppliers~ w~o~e--names--e~e-~i~ted-as 

prt''tl'i:ded-Mere-inr-whieh l'h~_ solicitation shell must contctin 

the sam~ information a~--is req~ired to be set forth in 

advertisentent s. If a person, firm, or coq.orulion whose namt-

is listPd fails for a period of l year to respo11d to a11y 

s(1licitation for bids, SMt-h _t~~ li::>ting may be cctnceled. 

(2) The govL'r11ing body of the county shall lPt s~ch ~ 

-2-
INTRODUCED BILL 

Hess 



He oo~~;Ol 

l contract to the lowest and best respo[lsible bidder. 

2 (3) Compliance with the provis1ons of this section 

3 ~hatt--be is considered as meeting the requirements of 

4 7-5-2301." 

5 

6 

Section 3. Section 7~5-2303, MCA, is amended to re-ad: 

"7-5-2303. Use of public auction to mdke purchase. (l) 

7 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchdse 

B at public auction afty--vehiete,--Maeh±nery,---app~+anee~, 

9 apptlt"ttttt~T -btd: !d t n.g-,- -Ot" -materi-al~- and-~ttp!J 1: i-e~ i tem?.!...__9_2?d§_,_ 

10 or service3 for whi:eh-mti:3t-be-pa-tcl-H-~tlm an __ a~ou!~t less than 

ll $25,000. 

12 (2} Compliance with the provisions of this section 

13 ~hall-be is considered as meeting the requirements of 

14 7-5-2301.'' 

-End-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 55 

APPROVED BY COMM, 
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

INTRODUCED BY MADISON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

COUNTY BIDDING LAWS; INCREASING THE DOLLAR AMOUNTS ABOVE 

WHICH COMPETITIVE BIDDING IS REQUIRED; REDEFINING THE 

CRITERIA FOR BID SOLICITATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, AND 7-5-2303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-S-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required for 

certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, ftO ~ contract for the 

purchase of any-vehieiey-road-maen±ne~y,-o~-o~he~-maen~"ery7 

~p~ara~~~7--a~~%~aneesr-or-eqtlipmen~-or-£or-8"y-mater~a~~-or 

~~pp~i~~ ±eemsy--goodsy--or--serv±ees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES ef-n~y--~~~d--fer--wh~eh 

m~st--be--p8~d-8-s~m in excess of $16,666 $~5,666 $20,000 or 

for the construction of any building, road, or bridge £or 

wh~eh--m~st--be--p8id--n--s~m in excess of $l67666 $%5 7 666 

$50,000 or for the repair or maintenance of any building, 

road, or bridge fo~-whteb-m~~e-b~-~otd-a-~tlm in excess of 

$~5,666 $66,996 $45,000 shall may not be entered into by a 

~n• "•"'""• councn 
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HB 0055/02 

county governing body without first publishing a notice 

calling for bids tor-f~r"±sh±"g-~h~-~am~. 

(2) The notice must be published as provided in 

7-1-2121. 

(3) Every ~tleh contract ~haii subject to bidding must 

be let to the lowest and best responsible bidder." 

Section 2. Section 7-5-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-5-2302. ose of competitive, nonadvertised bidding 

for certain purchases. (1) Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

e"-a"y-ptlreha~~-eo"~rftet-~nt~~~a-into-by a county governing 

body may enter a contract for the purchase of any-~ehicie, 

maeh±nery7 -a~~~ianeee7 -a~~a~a~tl~ 7 -b~iiding 7 -or-mae~riale-8nd 

~~p~~±ee ±~eme7--qoode7 --o~--eerviee~ ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINBRY OR OTHER MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES ror-which-m~st-be-paid-8 

s~m in excess of ~16 7&66 $~57996 $20,000 but less than 

$~57 eee $69 7 999 $50,000 7 if bids eha!!-be are solicited 

without advertising from persons, firms, or corporations who 

have ea~~ed-to-be filed with the governing body of the 

county a request in writing that its name be listed with the 

governing body for solicitations on the particular items set 

forth in the request. The governing body shall solicit bids 

of from listed prospective suppliers~ w~e~e-"eme~-a~e-ii~ted 

ae--pro~±Oed--here±~,--whieh The solicitation ~hali must 

contain the same information as-ie required to be set forth 

SECOND READING 
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1 in advertisements. If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

2 name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

3 any solicitation for bids, ~~eb the listing may be canceled. 

4 (2) The governing body of the county shall let s~eh ~ 

5 contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

6 (3) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

7 shai%--be is considered as meeting the requirements of 

8 7-5-2301." 

9 Section 3. Section 7-5-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 •7-5-2303. Use of public auction to make purchase. (1) 

11 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase 

12 at public auction a~y--vehiele,--maehin~ry,---apptiaftee~r 

13 appara~tts 7 -buiiding7 -er-ma~eriale-a~d-ettppli~~ ieems,-goodsT 

14 or--e~rvieee ANY VEHICLE, ROAD MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, 

15 APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES 

16 for wh±eh--mttst--be--pa±d-a-snm an amount less than $%5,969 

17 

18 

19 

20 

$60,000. 

(2) Compliance with the 

ahe~i--be is considered as 

7-5-2301." 

provisions of this section 

meeting the requirements of 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO, 55 

INTRODUCED BY MADISON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

COUNTY BIDDING LAWS; INCREASING THE DOLLAR AMOUNTS ABOVE 

WHICH COMPETITIVE BIDDING IS REQUIRED; REDEFINING THE 

CRITERIA FOR BID SOLICITATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, AND 7-5-2303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required for 

certain large purchases or construction contracts. (1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, ne ~ contract for the 

purchase of any-•ehieieT-reaC-m8ehine~y,-or-other-maehine~y, 

eppa~atus,--appiieftees,-or-eqttipment-or-for-any-materiais-or 

suppi~es itemsT--geo~sT--or--serYiees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES ef-any--kind--fer--which 

mttst--be--paid-a-sttm in excess of $197999 $~5 7999 $20,000 or 

for the construction of any building, road, or bridge for 

whieh--mHse--be--paid--a--sum in excess of $197 969 $~5,999 

$50,000 or for the repair or maintenance of any building, 

road, or bridge £or-whieh-MHSt-b~-~~id-~-eum in excess of 

$~5,999 $69,999 $45,000 shall may not be entered into by a 
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county governing body without first publishing a notice 

calling for bids fer-fttrnishin9-the-~ame. 

(2) The notice must be published as provided in 

7-1-2121. 

(3) Every ~~eh contract shall subject to bidding must 

be let to the lowest and best responsible bidder." 

Section 2. section 7-5-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-5-2302. Use of competitive, nonadvertised bidding 

for certain purchases. (1) Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

en-any-ptlrehase-eone~ee~-~n~~~ed-into-by a county governing 

body may enter a contract for the purchase of sfty-v~hieler 

maeh±nery7 -app%tane~s7-apparat~87-bttiidift~7-er-materials-and 

s~pplies items7--geede7--or--serviees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES fer-whieh-m~~t-be-pa±d-a 

e~m in excess of $19,999 $~5,998 $20,000 but less than 

$~5 7999 $69 7 999 $50,000 7 if bids shall-be are solicited 

without advertising from persons, firms, or corporations who 

have ca~eed-to-be filed with the governing body of the 

county a request in writing that its name be listed with the 

governing body for solicitations on the particular items set 

forth in the request. The governing body shall solicit bids 

of from listed prospective suppliers~ wko~@-"ame~-ar~-ii~~~d 

es--~rovided--ft@~ein,--which The solicitation ~fta±± must 

contain the same information a~-is required to be set forth 

THIRD READING 
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1 in advertisements& If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

2 name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

3 any solicitation for bids, s~en the listing may be canceled. 

4 (2) The governing body of the county shall let s~eh ~ 

5 contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

6 (3) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

7 shall--be is considered as meeting the requirements of 

8 7-5-2301." 

9 Section 3. Section 7-5-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "7-5-2303. Use of public auction to make purchase. (1) 

11 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase 

12 at public auction ftfty--v~hiele7--maeh~n~ry7---a~pl~enee~; 

13 ep~arat~~~-b~ildi~g;-or-maeer*als-and-s~~pl~es ~~ems;-geeds 7 

14 er--serYiees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, 

15 APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES 

16 for whieh--m~et--be--paid-a-~tlM an amount less than s~s,eee 

17 $60,000. 

18 (2) Compliance with the provisions of this section 

19 shell--be ~ considered as meeting the requirements of 

20 7-5-2301." 

-End-

-3- HB 55 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
February 22, 1991 

We, your committee on Local Government having had under 
consideration House Bill No. 55 (third reading copy-- blue), 
respectfully report that House Bill No. 55 be amended and as so 
amended be concurred in: 

1. Page 1, line 23. 
Strike: "$50,000" 
Insert: "$25,000" 

~ 2-.:2~-//· 
~~Coord. 

s ('-:> :.J -;:) 'L J; 35 
Sec. of Senate 

SENATE 
H 13 5".5 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 55 

INTRODUCED BY MADISON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE 

COUNTY BIDDING LAWS; INCREASING THE DOLLAR AMOUNTS ABOVE 

WHICH COMPETITIVE BIDDING IS REQUIRED; REDEFINING THE 

CRITERIA FOR BID SOLICITATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-5-2301, 7-5-2302, AND 7-5-2303, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-5-2301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-5-2301. Competitive, advertised bidding required for 

certain large purchases or construction contracts. ( 1) 

Except as provided in 7-5-2304, fte ~ contract for the 

purchase of afty-vehieie;-~ea~-maehineryT-e~-e~her-maeh±fte~y, 

apparat~s7--app±±aftees 7-er-eq~ipm~ftt-e~-eor-afty-materiais-e~ 

sHppiies ±tems,--qoods7--e~--serviees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, ~PPARATUS. APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES o£-sny--k~nd--£or--w~~c~ 

m~s~--be--ps±d-a-sHm in excess of $%9;699 'i5;999 $20,000 or 

for the construction of any building, road, or bridge £or 

wftich--m~st--be--pa~d--a--sttm in excess of $±9r999 $~5;999 

$567 999 $25,000 or for the repair or maintenance of any 

building, road, or bridge for-wft~e"-m~~t-b~-~etd-a-~~m in 

excess of $iS7888 $69r9&9 $45,000 ~hal% may not be entered 
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into by a county governing body without first publishing a 

notice calling for bids re~-£tt~~~sftift~-~h~-same. 

(2) The notice must be published as provided in 

7-1-2121. 

(3) Every sach contract ~heTY subject to bidding must 

be let to the lowest and best responsible bidder." 

Section 2. Section 7-5-2302, MCA, is amended to read: 

•J-5-2302. Dse of competitiver nonadvertised bidding 

for certain purchases. (l) Except as provided in 7-5-2303, 

eft-any-p~~ehese-eefttraet-entered-in~o-by a county governing 

Cody may enter a contract for the purchase of any-vehie%e, 

maehinery,-appiianees;-apparatasr-bttiidift~T-e~-ma~e~iaYs-and 

Stt~pYies i~eMs;--geedsr--e~--se~viees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD 

MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, 

EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES for-whieh-mttst-be-pa~e-a 

sttm in excess of ~±a,aae Si5T999 $20,000 but less than 

$i5,999 $69;999 $50,000, if bids sha~i-be are solicited 

without advertising from persons, firms, or corporations who 

have eatt~@d-te-~e filed with the governing body of the 

county a request in writing that its name be listed with the 

governing body for solicitations on the particular items set 

forth in the request. The governing body shall solicit bids 

er. from_ listed prospective suppliers.:.. who~e-na:ftl.es-e:'f'e--l:isted 

as--p~~vided--he'f'e~n,--wh±eh The solicitation ~h~i~ must 

contaitt the same information as-i~ required to be set forth 

-2- HB 55 
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l in advertisements. If a person, firm, or corporation whose 

2 name is listed fails for a period of 1 year to respond to 

3 any solicitation for bids, such the listing may be canceled. 

4 (2) The governing body of the county shall let s~eh ~ 

5 contract to the lowest and best responsible bidder. 

6 

7 

{3) Compliance with the 

shaii--be is considered as 

provisions of this section 

meeting the requirements of 

8 7-5-2301." 

9 

10 

Section 3. Section 7-5-2303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-5-2303. Ose of public auction to make purchase. ( 1) 

11 In lieu of soliciting bids, the governing body may purchase 

12 at public auction any--•eh~eieT--maeft~nery,---appi~afteesT 

13 appa~a~~s,-b~iiSingT-or-ma~ertais-and-sapp~ies i~em~T-gee~sr 

14 o~--se~viees ANY VEHICLE, ROAD MACHINERY OR OTHER MACHINERY, 

15 APPARATUS, APPLIANCES, EQUIPMENT, OR MATERIALS OR SUPPLIES 

16 for whteh--m~~~--be--pa~d-a-sttm an amount less than $~5,999 

17 $60,000. 

18 

19 

(2} Compliance with the 

sfta~%--be is considered as 

20 7-5-2301." 

provisions of this section 

meeting the requirements of 

-End-
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