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52nd Legislature HB 0047/01 HR 0047/01 

l HOUSE BH.L NO. 47 l controlled or operated by the driver of the vehicle. 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY 2 t3tl!l Every Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

3 3 ~hfil-i must be maintained in good working order.'' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ?ROHIBIT THE USE OF -End-

5 REFLECTIVE OR DARKENING MATERIAL ON THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE 

6 WINDOWS OF A MOTOR VEHICLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-.JOS, 

7 MCA. II 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

ll "61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

12 with wipers --. C!.~r~~-nJ._0_9___EI_9hibited. ( 1) Ho A person ska1:l-

13 may not drive any~ motor vehicle with eny ~sign, poster, 

14 or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield, 

15 side wings, or side or rear windows of ~tlek the vehicle 

16 wkieM that obstructs the driver'f clear view of the highway 

17 or any an intersecting highway. 

18 (2) A per~_S>.f?_ rn9y ___ ~~erate a motor vehicle with 

19 reflective or darkeni_~~~~-~-i~l Ol!_ the front windshielti or 

20 si~windows that prevents other p~£sons~om st t~ing into 

21 the driver~!=_ion of the vehicle. 

22 t?tJ..1.1 The windshield on eve-r-y ~ n:otor vell.i.cle ~htlll 

23 must be equipped with a device for clearing ra~n, SilLIW, or 

24 other moisture from the windshield, which and lhL' d .. ·~.·ict' 

25 ~hall must b( se constructed as-- to bt: so thol it is 

~"'" """'·"·•• (>unn' 

-2 INTRODUCED BILL 
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ON HIGHWA~S & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 47 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, CLARK, HARPER, GALVIN, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT 'l'e-PR8HrBi'P RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF RBPbE€'PiVB-8R-9AR~BNiN6 TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS OF A MOTOR 

VEHICLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers daP~eft~ft9--p~oh±bi~eft WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS -- EXEMPTIONS. (1) Ne ~ person 

~haii may not drive any ~ motor vehicle with any ~ sign, 

poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front 

windshield, side wings, or side or rear windows of s~eh the 

vehicle whieh that obstructs the driver's clear view of the 

highway or any an intersecting highway. 

~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (6), A person 

may not operate a motor vehicle wi~h-re£i~e~ive-er-~4rken±nq 

m4~er±ai on ~he--£ront--windshie±d--er--s±de--wi~dowe--~ha~ 

ere¥e~ts-othe~-pereens-rrem-see±ng-±nto-the dr~ver~s-por~~on 

ef--t~~--¥eh~e~~~ THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS 

STATE UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

(A) THE WINDOWS ARE TINTED 50 THAT THE DRIVER'S CLEAR 

~ana '-i'"'"- f!ouncN 
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HB 0047/02 

VIEW THROUGH THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS IS REDUCED OR 

THE ABILITY TO SEE INTO THE MOTOR VEHICLE IS SUBSTANTIALLY 

IMPAIRED; 

(B) THE WINDSHIELD HAS ANY SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT 

IS NOT CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT BELOW THE AS-1 LINE OR IF IT 

HAS A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT IS RED, YELLOW, OR AMBER IN 

COLOR ABOVE THE AS-1 LINE; 

(C) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING OR 

OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE 

OF MORE T~~N 35% OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 35%; 

(D) THE SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT HAVE 

SUNSCREENING OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A 

LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS LIGHT 

TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 20\, EXCEPT FOR THE SIDE WINDOWS 

BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT ON A MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE, VAN, OR 

BUS; OR 

(E) THE WINDOWS OF A CAMPER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP COVER, 

SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET THE 

STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY FEDERAL 

LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

titill The windshield on every ~ motor vehicle sha±± 

must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

other moisture from the windshield,--which and--the dev~ee 

~h8li m~~t ee--~o--eo~~tr~eted--a~--to--be ~o--tftat-±t-±~ 

eontroiied-er-operated-by-~~e-driv~r-o£-the-ven~e%e. 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 47 
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t3t1!l Every Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

8ha%% must be maintained in good working order. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3] AND THIS SECTION, THE 

FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "AS-1 LINE" MEANS A LINE EXTENDING FROM THE LETTERS 

AS-1, FOUND ON MOST MOTOR VEHICLE WINDSHIELDS, RUNNING 

PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD OR A LINE 5 INCHES 

BELOW AND PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD, WHICHEVER 

IS CLOSER TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD. 

(B) "CAMPER" MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PE~~ONS~ 

(C) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LA.'HNATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(D) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE A..\I,QUNT OF 'l'OTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 
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(F) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(G) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 

DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR nr~~SIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(H) "PICKUP COVER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(J) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

(6) SUBSECTION (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, AMBULANCE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR ANY OTHER 

VEHICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER [SECTION 2]. A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICLE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT] AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (2) ON (THE EFFECTIVE 

-4- HB 47 
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DATE OF THIS ACT}. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405(2) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN. THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

NUMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

10 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

11 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

12 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

13 SIGNATURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY GRANTING 

14 THE WAIVER. THE AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL 

15 

16 

THE WAIVER EXPIRES. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING AND 

17 SUNSCREENING -- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A 

19 MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

20 (2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

21 GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

22 MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

23 OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

24 AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

25 NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

-5- HB 47 
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[SECTIONS 2 AND 3} ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, AND THE 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 47 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, CLARK, HARPER, GALVIN, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT Te-PR9HrBr~ RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF RBPbBe~rVB-BR-BARRBNrN6 TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS OF A MOTOR 

VEHICLE: AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers ~ar~ening--prohihit~ WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS -- EXEMPTIONS. (1) No~ person 

sha~~ may not drive afty ~motor vehicle with afty ~ sign, 

poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front 

windshield, side wings, or side or rear windows of sueft the 

vehicle vhieh that obstructs the driver•s clear view of the 

highway or any ~ intersecting highway. 

~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION {6), A person 

may not operate a motor vehicle with-te£~eetiYe-er-ftar~en±ftg 

ma~er~a%-en--~he--frene--w*ft~shieid--er--si~e--vindews--~hat 

preYenes-oeher-persons-frem-seeing-into-the-d~±ver~s-pe~~ien 

ef--the--vehie%e..- THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS 

STATE UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

(A) THE WINDOWS ARE TINTED SO THAT THE DRIVER'S CLEAR 

f&,_ __ _ 

~ 
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VIEW THROUGH THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS IS REDUCED OR 

THE ABILITY TO SEE INTO THE MOTOR VEHICLE IS SUBSTANTIALLY 

3 IMPAIRED: 
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(B) THE WINDSHIELD HAS ANY SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT 

IS NOT CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT BELOW THE AS-1 LINE OR IF IT 

HAS A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT IS RED, YELLOW, OR AMBER IN 

COLOR ABOVE THE AS-1 LINE: 

(C) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING OR 

OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE 

OF MORE THAN 35% OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 35\; 

(D) THE SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT HAVE 

SUNSCREENING OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A 

LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35% OR HAS LIGHT 

TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 20%, EXCEPT FOR THE SIDE WINDOWS 

BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT ON A MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE, VAN, OR 

BUS; OR 

(E) THE WINDOWS OF A CAMPER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP COVER, 

SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET THE 

STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY FEDERAL 

LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

t~till The windshield on every ~ motor vehicle shaii 

must be equipped with a device fo[ clearing rain, snow, O[ 

other moisture from the windshield,--which aftd--~he device 

~he%% mtt~~ e~--~o--const~tteeed--es--to--ee ~o--~hat-±t-±s 

eofterel%ed-or-e~e~ate~-ey-efte-dr±ver-ef-ehe-veh±e%e. 
THIRD READING 
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t3tl!l Bwe~y Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

sfta%% must be maintained in good working order. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3) AND THIS SECTION, THE 

FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "AS-1 LINE" MEANS A LINE EXTENDING FROM THE LETTERS 

AS-1, FOUND ON MOST MOTOR VEHICLE WINDSHIELDS, RUNNING 

PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD OR A LINE 5 INCHES 

BELOW AND PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD, WHICHEVER 

IS CLOSER TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD. 

(B) "CAMPER" MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

(C) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(D) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 
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(F) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VERICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(G) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 

DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(H) "PICKUP COVER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "'SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(J) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

(6) SUBSECTION (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, AMBULANCE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR ANY OTHER 

VEHICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER [SECTION 2). A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICLE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT) AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (2) ON [THE EFFECTIVE 

-4- HB 47 
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DATE OF THIS ACT). 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING M!D 
SUNSCREENING WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405(2) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN. THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

8 INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

9 NUMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

10 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

11 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

12 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

l3 SIGNATURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY GRANTING 

14 THE WAIVER. THE AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL 

15 THE WAIVER EXPIRES. 

16 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING M!D 
17 SUNSCREENING-- PENALTY. (l) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A 

19 MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDEU IN 46-18-212. 

20 (2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

21 GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

22 MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

23 OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

24 AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

25 NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 
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INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-Enrl-

-6-

HB 0047/02 

BE CODIFIED AS AN 

9, PART 4, AND THE 

PART 4, APPLY TO 

HB 47 



.. 

52nd Legislature HB 0047/03 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 47 

INTRODUCED BY GRADY, CLARK, HARPER, GALVIN, SCHYE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT 'f9-PR9HiB%'f RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF RBPbBe'f%VB-9R-BARKBNiH6 TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS OF A MOTOR 

VEHICLE: AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

vith wipers ear~eftiftg--prehibitee WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS -- EXEMPTIONS. (l) Ne ~ person 

sfta%% may not drive any ~motor vehicle with any ~ sign, 

poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front 

windshield, side wings, or side or rear windows of SHeh the 

vehicle wftteh ~ obstructs the driver's clear view of the 

highway or any !£ intersecting highway. 

~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (6), A person 

may not operate a motor vehicle w~~ft-re£%eeei¥e-or-dar~~"~"S 

mate~iai-o~--the--£rent--windshi~%a--or--s~~e--windcws--enae 

2~~•en~s-otfter-persons-£rem-s~e±"g-tnto-the-Ori¥er~s-po~~~on 

ef--tbe--yehiele~ THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS 

STATE UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

(A) THE WINDOWS ARE TINTED SO THAT THE DRIVER'S CLEAR 

~n• , • .,,.., •• Coun<i' 
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VIEW THROUGH THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE WINDOWS IS REDUCED OR 

THE ABILITY TO SEE INTO THE MOTOR VEHICLE IS SUBSTANTIALLY 

IMPAIRED: 

~THE WINDSHIELD HAS ANY SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT 

IS NOT CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT BELOW THE AS-1 LINE OR IF IT 

HAS A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT IS RED, YELLOW, OR AMBER IN 

COLOR ABOVE THE AS-1 LINE; OR 

(C) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING OR 

OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE 

OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 

35\;. 

tBt--~HB--5%BB--W%NBeW5--BBHiNB--'fHH--PR9N'f--SBA'f---HAVH 

5SNSeRBHNfN6--9R--9'fHER--'fRANSPARHN'f--MA'fBR%Ab--'fHA'f--HAS--A 

bSM%N9SS---RBPbBe~ANeB---9P--M9RB--~HAN--3S%--9R--HAS--bi6H'f 

'fRAHSMfSS%9N-9P-bESS-'fHAN-~9%T-BMeEP'f-P9R-'fHB--SfBE--WfNB9WS 

BBB%NB--'fHB--PR9H'f--SHA'f--9N-A-MHb'f%PHRP9SE-VEHfebBT-VANT-9R 

BHS;-9R 

tBt--~HB-W%NBeWS-9P-A-€AMPBR7-M9'f9R-H9MBT-Pi€MHP--eeVBR7 

Sb%BB-%H--€AMPBRT--9R--9'fHBR--M9'f9R--VBH%ebE-B9-N9'f-MBB~-'fHB 

S~ANBARBS-P9R-5APB'f¥-SbA~%N6-MA'fERiAb-SPBefP%EB--B¥--PBBBRAb 

bAW-%N-+9-ePR-5~l~i85~ 

t~tlll The windshield on e¥ery ~motor vehicle shall 

must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

Other moisture from the WindshieldT-W~~eh 8nd-~he ee~iee 

~"ali mtt~~ e~--~o--eo"s~rHe~eO--es--~e--ee se--~nat--i~--is 

THIRD READING 
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eo"t~olied-er-eperet~-ey-the-dr~ver-er-the-veh~ele. 

t3t1!1 Every Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

~ha!% must be maintuined in good working order. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3] AND THIS SECTION, THE 

FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "AS-1 LINE" MEANS A LINE EXTENDING FrtOM THE LETTERS 

AS-1, FOUND ON MOST MOTOR VEHICLE WINDSHIELDS, RUNNING 

PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD OR A LINE 5 INCHES 

BELOW AND PARALLEL TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD, WHICHEVER 

IS CLOSER TO THE TOP OF THE WINDSHIELD. 

(B) "CAMPER" MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

(C) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(D) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT F.~LING ON THE MOTOR 
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VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(F) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(G) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 

DESIGNED TO CARR¥ 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONA~ 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(H) "PICKUP COVER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(II "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOV~LE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

( J) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TiNT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

(6) SUBSECTION (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, !UmULANCE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR AN¥ OTHER 

VESICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER [SECTION 2]. A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICyE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON (THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT] AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

-4- liB 47 
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MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (2) ON [THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF THIS ACT]. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE niGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405(2) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN. THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

NUMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

SIGNATURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY GRANTING 

THE WAIVER. THE AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL 

THE WAIVER EXPIRES. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TIN":'ING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A 

MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

(2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF 61-9-405(2) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

(SECTIONS 2 AND 3 1 ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE o., CHAPTER 9, PART 4, AND THE 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

(SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-End-
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