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52nd Legislature HB 0041/01 

1 HOUSE BILL NO. 41 

2 INTRODUCED BY FAGG 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN AC? ESTABLISHING VOLUNTARY 

5 CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITS FOR CANDIDATES; AND AMENDING 

6 SECTION 13-37-216, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Section 13-37-216, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "13-37-216. Limitations on contributions. (l) Aggregate 

11 contributions for all elections in a campaign by an 

12 individual, other than the candidate, to a candidate and 

13 political committees organized on his behalf are limited as 

14 follows: 

15 (a) for candidates filed jointly for the office of 

16 governor and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $1,500; 

17 (b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

18 statewide election, other than the candidates for governor 

19 and lieutenant governor, not to exceed $750; 

20 (c) for a candidate for public service commissioner, 

21 district court judge, or state senator, not to exceed ~400; 

22 and 

23 (d) for a candidate for any other public office, not to 

24 exceed $250. 

25 ( 2) For the purposes of this subsection, an independent 
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committee means a committee which is not specifically 

organized on behalf of a particular candidate or which is 

not controlled either directly or indirectly by a candidate 

or candidate's committee and which does not act jointly with 

a candidate or candidate's committee in conjunction with the 

making of expenditures or accepting contributions. For the 

purpose of limitation on contributions, political party 

organizations are independent commit tees. Aggregate 

contributions by an indeiJendent committee to a candiddte and 

political comrnittees organ.:..zed on his behalf fn.- all 

elections in a campaign are limited as follows: 

(a) for candidates filed jointly for the offices of 

governor and lieutenc nt governor, not to exceed ~8,000; 

(b) for a candidate to be elected for state office in a 

statewide electio11, other than the candidates for governor 

and lieutenant gover110r, nol to exceed $2,000; 

(c) for a candidate for public service comrr,issioner, 

not to exceed ~1,000; 

(d) for a candidate for the state senate, not to exceed 

$600; 

(e) for a candiddte for any other public office, not to 

exceed $300. 

J3) In a _ _yt.'d.r ~~~ _"'!hich ~~~ --~ecti_2_r~---~~--~hcld for the 

Montan,·, house ot r t?fl r e ~t-~1-~,_tj_~~-~~~~-~~ na !_E:'~!_~~-~- _spe~~ l_a_!_ 

eire• msl 111Ct->s sul II a.s a_phyE.__f~~a_l_d~_~<:t_h_~_lj_~Y_C?~--~- c_9~~da~ 
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are present, a candidate is e!!courag~yoluntarily agree 

2 with other candidates for that office that exper1ditures will 

not be made for the general election by the ~candidate, _p_y_ 

4 the p:rinci~ campaign committee of the candidate, or 

5 otherwise on behalf of the candidate that result in an 

6 ~gg_regate amount in e~_cess of $10,000 _for __ <! senale election 

7 and $5,000 for a h~use election. ~rior_t9 the 1992 primary 

8 election and prior to each succeedin~ £rimary election, the 

9 commiss1oner of political _practices shall mtl1tip~-~ 

10 amounts contained ~b_l_s subsection by the consumer price 

11 index as determin_~_c! by the bureau of labor s~a-~_istics of the 

12 United States department of labor for each calendar year 

13 since 1990 9nd shall publish the new voluntary limitations 

14 as a rule. 
--·--

15 t3tll The mand_a_~ limitations imposed by this 

16 section do not apply to public funds cantril· led to a 

17 candidate under part 3 of this chapter.•• 
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