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52nd Legislature HB 0029/01 

l HOUSE BILL NO. 29 

2 INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROHIBITI~G THE USE OF 

5 REFLECTIVE OR DARKENING MATERIAL ON THE SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS 

6 OF A MOTOR VEHICLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

7 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

10 "61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

11 with wipers -- darkening of side or rear windows prohibited. 

12 (1) Ho ~person ~ha~~ may not drive o~y ~motor vehicle with 

13 any sig.~, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the 

14 front windshield, side wings, or side or rear windows of 

15 ~~eh the vehicle wh±eh that obstructs the driver's clear 

16 view of the highway or any intersecting highway. 

17 ( 2) The windshield on ~'t"~t')" ~~c;-~ motor vehicle ~hat:!: 

18 must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

19 other moisture from the windshield, whien and the device 

20 ~ha%% must be so constructed as to be controlled or operated 

21 by the driver of the vehicle. 

22 {3) s~ery Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

23 ~hall must be maintained in good working order. 

24 (4) A person may not operate a motor vehicle with 

25 reflective or darkening material on the side or rear windows 

~>n• <eO•"•"•• coun<" 

1 

2 

HB 0029/01 

that prevents a person outside the vehicl~ from seeing 

£_~early into the interior of the vehicle ... 

-End-

-2- INTRODUCED BILL 
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ON HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PR8H'fB'f'l'rN6 RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF R£PbBe'l'rVB-8R-BARKBNrN6 TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS OF A MOTOR VEHICLE; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-405. Windshields to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers == dar~eft~ftg-er-~iae-er-rear-wiftdew~--prohibtted 
WINDOW TINTING AND SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS 

EXEMPTIONS. (l) No~ person 5haii may not drive afty ~ motor 

vehicle with any sign, poster, or other nontransparent 

material upon the front windshield, side wings, or side or 

rear windows of s~eh the vehicle wh±eh that obstructs the 

driver 1 S clear view of the highway or any intersecting 

highway. 

(2) The windshield on every each motor vehicle ~neii 

must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

other moisture from the windshieldt wh±eh a~d-~he aev~ee 

~hal~ m~~t ee-~o-eon~tr~eted-as-~o-be-eentro%ied-or-operaeed 

~y-the-d~±ver-o~-tne-vehie~e. 

(3) E~ery Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 
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~haii must be maintained in good working order. 

~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (6), A person 

may not ope~ate a mota~ vehicle w~eh-re£iee~~~e-or-Oerke"~"9 

maeeriei-oft-the-~±ee-or-~ear-window~-tha~-pre~enes-a--per~oft 

ottts~de-~he-~ehieie-from-seeiftg-eieariy-into-the-±nterter-o€ 

~h@-V@h~ei@• THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS STATE 

UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

(A) THE WINDOWS ARE TINTED SO THAT THE DRIVER'S CLEAR 

VIEW THROUGH THE SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS IS REDUCED OR THE 

ABILITY TO SEE INTO THE MOTOR VEHICLE IS SUBSTANTIALLY 

IMPAIRED; 

(8) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING OR 

OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE 

OF MORE THAN 35% OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 35%; 

(C) THE REAR WINDOW OR SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT 

SEAT HAVE SUNSCREENING OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT 

HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35% OR HAS LIGHT 

TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 20%, EXCEPT FOR THE REAR WINOOW OR 

SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT ON A MULTIPURPOSE 

VEHICLE, VAN, OR BUS; OR 

(D) THE WINDOWS OF A CAMPER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP COVER, 

SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET THE 

STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY FEDERAL 

LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3] AND THIS SECTION, THE 

SECOND READING 
-2- HB 29 
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FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "CAMPER" MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

(B) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(C) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROCGH THE SUNSCREENI:-lG OR TRANSPARE!i:' MA'I'ERIA:. I'O THL 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(D) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, T!~T IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(F) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 

DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

_L<:;l_ "P:CKUP COVE!_<" MEANS A CAMPER HAVII'G A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

-3- HB 29 
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REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(H) "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM- """'~ 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

(6) SUBSECTION (4) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, AMBULANCE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR ANY OTHER 

VEHICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER [SECTION 2]. A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICLE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT] AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (4) ON [THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF THIS ACT] . " 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405(4) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN. TilE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

-4- HB 29 
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1 NUMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

2 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

3 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

4 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

5 SIGNATURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY GRANTING 

6 THE WAIVER. THE AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL 

7 THE WAIVER EXPIRES. 

8 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING AND 

9 SUNSCREENING-- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

10 MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A 

11 MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

12 (2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

13 GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

14 MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

15 OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

16 AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

17 NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

18 [SECTIONS 2 AND 3] ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

19 INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, AND THE 

20 PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

21 (SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-End-

-5- HB 29 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PR6H%B%~1H6 RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF RBPbE€~fVE-eR-BARHBNfNS TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS OF A MOTOR VEHICLE; AND 

AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-9-405. Windshie1da to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers == dar~~ning-e£-s±e~-er-Pea~-windews--preftibi~~d 
WINDOW TINTING AND SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS 

EXEMPTIONS. (1) No ~ person efta~i may not drive afty ~ motor 

vehicle with any sign, poster, or other nontransparent 

material upon the front windshield, side wings, or side or 

rear windows of saeh the vehicle which that obstructs the 

driver's clear view of the highway or any intersecting 

highway. 

(2) The windshield on every each motor vehicle ehai~ 

~be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

other moisture from the windshield7 which a"e-~ne dev~ee 

shai~ ~ be-se-eens~~He~ed-as-to-be-een~Pe±ied-or-operated 

by-the-d~±•er-oE-the-veh±e~e. 

(3) Sve~y Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 

~...., <09i..,<••• coun<U 
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sha%~ must be maintained in good working order. 

~ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (6), A person 

may not operate a motor vehicle with-~efiee~ive-er-ftarkening 

materia%-eft-the-s±de-o~-ree~-wtftdews-that-preTents-a--pereeft 

o~estde-~he-vehieie £rem-seeing-e%ear%y-iftte-the-interior-o£ 

the-yeh*e~e~ THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS STATE 

UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

tAt--~HB--WfN99WS--ARE-~fN~Be-se-~HA~-~HB-BR%VBR~S-ebEAR 

V~BW-~HR6HSH-~HH-Sf6B-eR-RHAR--WfN99WS--fS--RB5HeBe--eR--~HH 

ABfbf~¥--Te--SBB--fNTe--~HB--K~R--VHH~€bH-fS-SHBS~AN~fAhb¥ 

%MPA%RBBT 

tBt(A) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING OR 

OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT BAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE 

OF MORE THAN 35% OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 35\; 

t€t(B) THE REAR WINDOW OR SIDE WINDOWS BEBIND THE FRONT 

SEAT HAVE SUNSCREENING OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT 

HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS LIGHT 

TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 20\, EXCEPT FOR THE REAR WINDOW OR 

SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT ON A MULTIPURPOSE 

VEHICLE, VAN, OR BUS; OR 

tBt(C) THE WINDOWS OF A CAMPER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP 

COVER, SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET 

THE STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY 

FEDERAL LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3] AND THIS SECTION, THE 

-2-
THIRD READING 
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FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

{A) "CAMPtR' MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

(B) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(C) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(D) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

{F) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 

DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(G) "PICKUP COVER"' MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

-3- HB 29 
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REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER, 

(H) "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

(6) SUBSECTION (4) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, AJIBULANcE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR ANY OTHER 

VEHICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER [SECTION 2). A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICLE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT] AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (4) ON [THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF THIS ACT]."' 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. I'TINOOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405{4) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PBYSICIAN. THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

-4- HB 2g 
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1 NUMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

2 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

3 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

4 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

5 SIGNATURE OF THE HEAD OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY GRANTING 

6 THE WAIVER. THE AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL 

7 THE WAIVER EXPIRES. 

8 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING AND 

9 SUNSCREENING -- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

10 MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A 

11 MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

12 (2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

13 GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

14 MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

15 OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

16 AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3] ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, AND THE 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 6'., CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-End-

-5- HB 29 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

HR. PRESIDENT: 

Page 1 of 1 
March 15, 1991 

We, your committee on Highways and Transportation having had 
under consideration House Bill No. 29 (third reading copy as 
amended -- blue), respectfully report that House Bill No. 29 be 
amended and as so amended be concurred int 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following, "THE" 
Insertt "WINDSHIELD OR" 

2. Page 2, line 2. 
Strike• "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (6), A" 
Insert, "A" 

3. Page 2, line 12. 
Following, line 11 
Insert, "(a) the windshield has any sunscreening material that is 

not clear and transparent below the AS-1 line or if it has a 
sunscreening material that is red, yellow, or amber in color 
above the AS-1 line;" 

Renumber, subsequent subsections 

4. Page 4, lines 8 through 18. 
Striket subsection (6) in its entirety 

5. Page 5, line 5. 
Strike• "OF THE HEAD" 
Strike• "AGENCY" 
Insertt "officer" 

6. Page 5, line 6. 
Following, second "Itl[" 
Insert• "highway patrol or the local law enforcement" 

k1. 3--lf-91 ~'(: Coord. 

S6 ?2-1~ JJ!3U 
Sec. of Senate 

SENATE 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PRBHfBf'HHS RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF REPbE€~fVE-BR-BARKEHtH6 TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON THE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS OF A 

MOTOR VEHICLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-9-405. Windshie1ds to be unobstructed and equipped 

with wipers -- ~ar~~"i"q-ef-side-e~-r~ar-wiftdews-prohibi~ed 

WINDOW TINTING AND SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS 

EXEMPTIONS. (1) Ne ~person ~ha~~ may not drive any~ motor 

vehicle with any sign, poster, or other nontransparent 

material upon the front windshield, side wings, or side or 

rear windows of saeh the vehicle whieh that obstructs ~he 

driver's clear view of the highway or any intersecting 

highway. 

(2) The windshield on e~e~y each motor vehicle ~ha±± 

must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

other moisture fr~m the windshield, whteh and--~"e ~~viee 

~hai~ mtl~e be-so-e~~~~~ttet~~-as-to-be-eeft~ro~led-er-opera~e~ 

by-the-d~±~e~-o~-~ne-~ehieie. 

(3) E~ery Ea~Q windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 
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~h~ll must be maintained in good working order. 

~ EMEEPT-AS-PR9Y~BBB-tH-SBBSEE~t9H-t6t7-A ~ person 

may not operate a motor vehicle wtth-~erTee~~ve-or-d~r~en±~g 

mate~~aT--o"-the-s±de-e~-reer-w±ndows-th~t-~re~eft~~-e-per~on 

ottes±de-the-~efot.~e±1!-£rom-see±f"l:g-e±ee'l'"i:y-~"to-the-~nter~er-er 

the-~ehiele7 THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN THIS STATE 

UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

tAt--THE-W!HBeWS-ARE-~fHTBB-SB-~HA~-~HB--BR!YERLS--EbE~R 

VfEW--THR966H--~HB--SIBB--BR--REAR-WtNB9WS-t9-REB6EEB-9R-~HE 

ABtbt~¥-~B-SEE--tH~e--~HE--MB~BR--VBHt€bE--!S--56BSTANTtAbb¥ 

!MPAtRBB7 

(A) THE WINDSHIELD HAS ANY SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT 

IS NOT CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT BELOW THE AS-1 LINE OR IF IT 

HAS A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT IS RED, YELLOW, OR AMBER IN 

COLOR ABOVE THE AS-1 LINE; 

!~tf~ THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAVE ANY SUNSCREENING 

OR OTHER TRANSPARENT ~ATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS 

REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF 

LESS THAN 35\; 

tEttnt<C) THE REAR WINDOW OR SlDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE 

FRONT SEAT HAVE SUNSCREENING 0~ OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL 

THA-r HAS A LUM TNOUS REFLEC'!'A~CE OF ~ORE 'T"HAN 3 5% OR HAS 

L:GHT TRANSMISSION Of :::..sss ":HAl\ 20%, EXCEPT FOR THE REAR 

Wl~~\1,..; ,1R S~:JE: ~'i:i:N80\VS 3EH~.:-.;:,:, :·E~ :Rcr;~ SE.:...? '" A 
---~~---- -

~U~.!_l-~j<_P_Q_~~ _i:f~rrc=--:E, VAN, ,JR BCS; Or\. 
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tBtt€t(D) THE WINDOWS OF A C~PER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP 

COVER, SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET 

THE STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY 

FEDERAL LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

I 5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3) AND THIS SECTION, THE 

FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "CAMPER" MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

I B) "'GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

(C) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE ~OUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

~OUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(D) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON ·THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCO~~ODATIONS. 

(FJ "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 
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DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(G) "PICKUP COVER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(H) "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

t6t--SHBSB€~t9N--t4t-BeBS-N~-APPb¥-~9-A-VBHtebB-~HA~-tS 

eeetPPEB-Wi'~H-~i'N~BB-WfNBeWS-9P-~HB-~¥PB-ANB--SPB€1Pt€A~i'8NS 

~HA~-WBRB-fNS~AbbBB-BY-~HB-MANHPAB~HRBR-9P-~HB-VBHf€bB-8R-~8 

ANY--HBARSB7 --AM9HbANEB7--G9VBRNMBN~--VBHf€bB7--8R-AN¥-~HBR 

VBHi'€bB-~8-WHf€H-A-€HRRBN~bY-VAbf9-€BR~i'PfBA~B-9P-WAfVER--f5 

APPi'KB9--AS--SPBEfPf69--HNBBR--tSB€~f9N-%i~-A-€BR~fPi'EA~B-SP 

WAfVER-MHS~-BB-tSSHB9-BY-~HE-BBPAR~MBN~-PSR-A--VSHf€bB--~HA~ 

tS--REGtS~EREB--fN-~HfS-S~A~B-SN-t~HB-BPPBe~tVB-BA~B-BP-~HIS 

A€~t-ANB-fS-BSHfPPil9-Wf~H-A--SHNS€RilBNfNG--9EVI€E--SR--9~HBR 

MA~BRfAb--PR9HfBt~B9--HNBBR-SHBSBB~f9N-t4t-8N-t~HB-HPPBe~tVIl 

BA~B-SP-~HfS-AE~t~" 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 
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A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANOARDS OF 61-9-405(4) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

4 LICENSED PHYSICIAN. THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

5 INCLU!JE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

6 ~UMBER, OR OTHER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

7 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

8 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

9 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

10 SIGNATURE 8P-THE-HEAB OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT A6EN€¥ OFFICER 

11 GRANTING THE WAIVER. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR THE LOCAL LAW 

12 ENFORCEMENT AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL THE 

13 WAIVER EXPIRES. 

14 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING AND 

15 SUNSCREENING -- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

16 MOTOR VEHICLE :N VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A 

17 MISDEMEANOR AN~ IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

18 (2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

19 GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING ~TERIAL IN A ~NNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

20 ~OTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

21 OF 61-9-405(~) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

22 AS PROVIDED IN ~6-18-212. 

23 NEW SECTIO>;. SECTION 4. cODIF!CA·r:oN INS7RciCTION. 

2-i [SECTIONS 2 _;.~D 3j rlRC" :!'~7SNDLD_ ---~:0..._ __ _!-?t:: Cl)[<f'LL:D .4.:::> _\N 

25 INTEGRAL PAR'!' OF :' IT·LE 6 :i., CHAPTER '-l ?ART ~! ~HE 
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PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3]. 

-End-
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GOVERNOR'S AMENDMENTS TO 
HOUSE BILL 29 

(REFERENCE COPY, AS AMENDED) 
April 19, 1991 

1. Page 4, line 13. 
Following: line 12 
Insert: "(6) Subsection (4) does not apply to a vehicle 
that is equipped with tinted windows of the type and 
specifications that were installed by the manufacturer of 
the vehicle or to any hearse, ambulance, government vehicle, 
or any other vehicle to which a currently valid certificate 
of waiver is affixed as specified under [section 2]. a 
certificate of waiver must be issued by the department for a 
vehicle that is registered in this state on [the effective 
date of this act] and is equipped with a sunscreening device 
or other material prohibited under subsection (4) on [the 
effective date of this act)." 
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BOUSE BILL NO. 29 

INTRODUCED BY KIMBERLEY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PR9BIBITINS RESTRICTING 

THE USE OF RBPbBeTfYB-eR-BARMENiNS TINTING OR SUNSCREENING 

MATERIAL ON TEE WINDSHIELD OR SIDE OR REAR WINDOWS OF A 

MOTOR ITEBICLE; AND AMENDING SECTION 61-9-405, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-9-405, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-9-405. Windshields to be unobsttucted and equipped 

with vipers == darkeniftg-ef-side-e~-r~ar-windew~-p~ehibited 
WINDOW TINTING AND SUNSCREENING RESTRICTIONS 

EXEMPTIONS. (1) No~ petson sha%% may not drive afty ~motor 

vehicle with any sign. poster, or other nontransparent 

material upon the front windshield, side wings, or side or 

rear windows of saeh the vehicle vftich that obstructs the 

driver's clear view of the highway or any intersecting 

highway. 

(2) The windshield on every each motor vehicle shall 

must be equipped with a device for clearing rain, snow, or 

ather moisture from the windshieldT wftieh and--~he deviee 

~fta~i ~ ee-~o-eon~t~~eted-as-~e-be-een~rol±ed-er-operated 

by-the-dr~ve~-o£-t~e-veh~ele. 

(3) EYery Each windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle 
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she±± must be maintained in good working order. 

~ EMeEP~-AS-PR9YIBBB-fN-SHBSBeT%9N-t6tT-A ~ person 

may not operate a motor vehicle w%th-refieee~ve-o~-dar~ening 

mate~±ai--on-the-side-or-~ear-w±ndevs-t~at-p~events-a-persen 

Od~side-the-vehie~e-£rom-seeing-e%earry-into-the-inte~ier-er 

~he-vehie%e~ THAT IS REQUIRED TO BE REGISTERED IN TBIS STATE 

UPON A HIGHWAY IF: 

tAt--THB-WTN99WS-ARE-TfNTEB-S9-~T-THB--BRIVBR~S--ehBAR 

VfEW--THR9H6H--THB--SfBB--9R--RBAR-WfNB9WS-iS-REBSeEB-9R-THB 

ABfhfT¥-T9-SBB--fNT9--~BB--MBTSR--YBHi€bE--fS--SHBSTAHTTAbb¥ 

TMPATREB7 

(A) THE WINDSHIELD HAS ANY SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT 

IS NOT CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT BELOW THE AS-1 LINE OR IF IT 

HAS A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL THAT IS RED, YELLOW, OR AMBER IN 

COLOR ABOVE THE AS-1 LINE; 

tBttAt(B) THE FRONT SIDE WINDOWS HAITE ANY SUNSCREENING 

OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL THAT HAS A LUMINOUS 

REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF 

LESS THAN 35\; 

tBtt!li1.9_ THE REAR WINDOW OR SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND TEE 

FRONT SEAT HAVE SUNSCREENING OR OTHER TRANSPARENT MATERIAL 

THAT HAS A LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE OF MORE THAN 35\ OR HAS 

LIGHT TRANSMISSION OF LESS THAN 20\, EXCEPT FOR THE REAR 

WINDOW OR SIDE WINDOWS BEHIND THE FRONT SEAT 

MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE, VAN, OR BUS; OR 
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tBtt€t(D) THE WINDOWS OF A CAMPER, MOTOR HOME, PICKUP 

COVER, SLIDE-IN CAMPER, OR OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE DO NOT MEET 

THE STANDARDS FOR SAFETY GLAZING MATERIAL SPECIFIED BY 

FEDERAL LAW IN 49 CFR 571.205. 

(5) AS USED IN [SECTIONS 2 AND 3) AND THIS SECTION, THE 

FOLLOWING DEFINITIONS APPLY: 

(A) "CAMPER"' MEANS A STRUCTURE DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED 

IN THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK OR ATTACHED TO AN INCOMPLETE 

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING SHELTER FOR PERSONS. 

(B) "GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL" MEANS A LAMINATE 

OF ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF GLASS AND ONE OR MORE LAYERS OF 

PLASTIC IN WHICH A PLASTIC SURFACE OF THE GLAZING FACES 

INWARD WHEN THE GLAZING IS INSTALLED IN A VEHICLE. 

!C) "LIGHT TRANSMISSION" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE AMOUNT 

OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS ALLOWED TO 

PASS THROUGH THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT MATERIAL TO THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(D) "LUMINOUS REFLECTANCE" MEANS THE RATIO OF THE 

AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT, EXPRESSED IN PERCENTAGES, THAT IS 

REFLECTED OUTWARD BY THE SUNSCREENING OR TRANSPARENT 

MATERIAL TO THE AMOUNT OF TOTAL LIGHT FALLING ON THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE WINDOW. 

(E) "MOTOR HOME" MEANS A MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLE 

THAT PROVIDES LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS. 

(F) "MULTIPURPOSE VEHICLE"" MEANS A MOTOR VEHICLE 
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DESIGNED TO CARRY 10 OR FEWER PASSENGERS THAT IS CONSTRUCTED 

ON A TRUCK CHASSIS OR WITH SPECIAL FEATURES FOR OCCASIONAL 

OFF-ROAD USE. 

(G) "PICKUP COVER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF AND 

SIDES BUT WITHOUT A FLOOR DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND 

REMOVABLE FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A PICKUP TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(H) "SLIDE-IN CAMPER" MEANS A CAMPER HAVING A ROOF, 

FLOOR, AND SIDES DESIGNED TO BE MOUNTED ON AND REMOVABLE 

FROM THE CARGO AREA OF A TRUCK BY THE USER. 

(I) "SUNSCREENING MATERIAL" MEANS A FILM, MATERIAL, 

TINT, OR DEVICE APPLIED TO MOTOR VEHICLE WINDOWS FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF THE SUN. 

t6t--S8BSB€TI6N--t4t-96BS-~-APPb¥-T6-A-VBHI€bB-THAT-IS 

Be61PPBB-W%TH-T%NTBB-WfN96WS-6P-THB-T¥PB-ANB--SPBBfPf€ATf6NS 

THAT-WBRB-fNSTAbbBB-B¥-THB-MANBPABTBRER-6P-THB-VBHt€bB-6R-Te 

AN¥--8BARSBT--AMH8bANBB7--86VERNMBNT--VHHt€bBT--6R-AN¥-6THHR 

VBHf€bB-T6-WHfBH-A-BHRRBNTb¥-YAbiB-BBRTIPI€ATE-6P-WAfVHR--IS 

APPIHBB--AS--SPE€%P%BB--HNBER--tSBBTI6N-~t7-A-eBRT%PIBATB-6P 

WAIVBR-MHST-BB-ISSHBB-B¥-THB-BEPARTMBNT-P6R-A--YBHI€bB--THAT 

IS--RBGfSTBRBB--IN-THIS-STATH-6N-tTHB-BPPBBTfVB-BATE-6P-THIS 

ABTt-ANB-fS-EeBfPPBB-WfTH-A--S8NS€RBBNfNG--BEYf€E--6R--6THBR 

MATERfAb--PRBHfB%TBB--HNBBR-SHBSBBTIBN-t4t-BN-tTHB-EPPEBTIVB 

BATE-6P-THfS-A€Tt7 

(6) SUBSECTION (4) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VEHICLE THAT IS 

EQUIPPED WITH TINTED WINDOWS OF THE TYPE AND SPECIFICATIONS 

-4- HB 29 
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THAT WERE INSTALLED BY THE MANUFACTURER OF THE VEHICLE OR TO 

ANY HEARSE, AMBULANCE, GOVERNMENT VEHICLE, OR ANY OTHER 

VEHICLE TO WHICH A CURRENTLY VALID CERTIFICATE OF WAIVER IS 

AFFIXED AS SPECIFIED UNDER (SECTION 2), A CERTIFICATE OF 

WAIVER MUST BE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR A VEHICLE THAT 

IS REGISTERED IN THIS STATE ON [THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 

ACT) AND IS EQUIPPED WITH A SUNSCREENING DEVICE OR OTHER 

MATERIAL PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (4) ON (THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF THIS ACT j • " 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. WINDOW TINTING AND 

SUNSCREENING -- WAIVER -- CONDITIONS. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR 

A LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY MAY GRANT A WAIVER OF THE 

STANDARDS OF 61-9-405(4) FOR REASONS OF SAFETY OR SECURITY 

OR FOR MEDICAL REASONS BASED ON AN AFFIDAVIT SIGNED BY A 

LICENSED PHYSICIAN, THE WAIVER MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST 

16 INCLUDE THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, REGISTRATION 

17 NUMBER, OR OTBER DESCRIPTION TO CLEARLY IDENTIFY THE MOTOR 

18 VEHICLE TO WHICH THE WAIVER APPLIES AND THE DATE ISSUED, THE 

19 NAME OF THE OWNER OF THE VEHICLE, THE REASON FOR GRANTING 

20 THE WAIVER, THE DATES THE WAIVER IS EFFECTIVE, AND THE 

21 SIGNATURE 6P-~HB-BBAB OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT ASENe¥ OFFICER 

22 GRANTING THE WAIVER. THE HIGHWAY PATROL OR THE LOCAL LAW 

23 ENFORCEMENT AGENCY SHALL KEEP A COPY OF THE WAIVER UNTIL THE 

24 WAIVER EXPIRES. 

25 NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. WINDOW TINTING AND 
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SUNSCREENING-- PENALTY. (1) A PERSON WHO OWNS OR OPERATES A 

MOTOR VEHICLE IN VIOLATION OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A 

MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212, 

(2) A PERSON WHO APPLIES A SUNSCREENING MATERIAL OR A 

GLASS-PLASTIC GLAZING MATERIAL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN A 

MOTOR VEHICLE HAVING A WINDOW THAT VIOLATES THE REQUIREMENTS 

OF 61-9-405(4) IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND IS PUNISHABLE 

AS PROVIDED IN 46-18-212. 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. 

(SECTIONS 2 AND 3] ARE INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, AND THE 

PROVISIONS OF TITLE 61, CHAPTER 9, PART 4, APPLY TO 

[SECTIONS 2 AND 3). 

-End-
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