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INTRODUCED BY 
~>:::~II 

_L --------------

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO TEMPORARILY PROVIDE 

5 FOR THE EARLY GRANTING OF PAROLE BY THE BOARD OF PARDONS IF 

6 THE POPULATION AT THE MONTANA STATE PRISON EXCEEDS ITS 

1 DESIGNED CAPACITY FOR A PERIOD OF MORE THAN 30 DAYS; 

B AMENDING SECTION 46-23-201• "'A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

9 DATE ANO A TERMINATION DATE.• 

10 WHEREAS, the Governor has coavened the Legislature to 

1\ consider proble•s and conditions within the entire adult 

12 corrections program in Montana; and 

13 

14 

WHEReAs, the overcrowded conditions at the Montana 

State Prison May be at least partially relieved by 

15 considering prisoners for parole prior to their parole 

16 el iqiblllty date: and 

11 ~HEREAS, parole Is a discretionary function o~ the 

18 Board of Pardons; and 

19 WHEREAS, this act would not mandate the ordering of 

20 parole. 

Zl 

u 

23 

24 

25 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 46-23-ZOl• ~CAy is amended to read: 

•4&-23-201. Prisoners elfqlble for parole. (1) Subject 

to the foltowinQ restrictions. the board shall release on 

' 
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1 parole by appropriate order any person confined in the 

2 Montana state prison• except persons under sentence of death 

3 and persons serving sentences imposed under ~6-18-202(2), 

4 when in Its oplnlon there Is reasonable probability that the 

5 prisoner can be released without detri.ant to himself or to 

6 the COMmunity: 

1 (a) He Except as grgyjdftd in_ $Ub$ectipn f}lp ng 

8 convict servinq a tiMe sentence •ay be paroled until he has 

9 served at least one-half of his full term, less the good 

10 time allowance provided for in 53-30-105; except that a 

11 convict desiqnated as a nondangerous offender under 

lZ ~6-18-404 •ay be paroled after he has served one-quarter of 

13 his full term• less the good tiae allowance provided for in 

1~ 53-3Q-105. Any offender servinq a time sentence may be 

15 paroled after he has served• upon his term of sentencey 

16 17 1/2 years. 

IT (b) Ho flcept as proyidad lo subsectjgo__Lli1--DQ 

1ft convict serving a life sentence may be paroled until he has 

19 se~ved 30 years 9 less the good time allowance provided for 

20 In 53-30-105. 
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(2) A parole shall be ordered only for the best 

interests of society and no~ as an award of cle.ency or a 

reduction of sentence or pardon. A prisoner shall be placed 

on p~rol~ only when the board believes that he is able and 

willinq to fulfill the obligdtions of a law-abiding citizen. 
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1 Lll-.J~..m!IIUt.•aot gf .i.Duit.ut.l.~..c.etl.lf i es to .J;tH: 

2 baaCd-t~--tbe- pgoulatlQQ__at the Montana state g~jsgn 

3 exceeds it1 desJgo cagaclty o~_inmates-4Qd bas exceeded 

~ ~apaclt.y fgc_._JieLLQd_Qf-a!IC§_f.~-~ t.be bpatd 

5 ~all_~idlc cQpylcts eligible for parole 70 dazs pripr to 

6 

7 

tne_ellgibllity date grovjded fpr in subsection •••·• 

KtM-S~~. Section z. Effective date and 

8 ter•tnation date. This act ts effective on passage and 

9 approval and terminates on September 30, 1983• 
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