
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Billings, MT
April 23, 2018
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Tina Reinicke, Charlie Harball, Peggy Tonon and Hon. Heidi Ulbricht.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  MaryAnn Ries  
Members Absent:  Hon. Jim Rice and Peter Ohman 
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.   
PUBLIC COMMENT:    Judge Connolly had a request from Judge Brandis to provide some training on restitution with Judge Seel.  Judge Connolly will ask Judge Brandis to put her request in writing and the Commission will consider it at the next meeting.   
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on March 16, 2018, were reviewed.  A motion was made by Judge Ulbricht and seconded by Judge Frederickson that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Court Compliance with CJIN Requirements

Judge Carver sent a copy of the minutes from the last meeting to the judge in Bozeman who was releasing copies of everything filed with the clerk of court to the public, if requested. The judge did not think there was any authority indicating he could do otherwise.  The Commission disagrees with the judge’s position.  Until the public privacy rules are established there’s not much more this Commission can do.  
Judge Connolly wanted to clarify that the required fingerprinting is currently on hold for the judges and their staff.  The Commission confirmed that was correct. 
2018 Certification Conference – Review Draft Agenda

Shauna Ryan gave an update on the presenters for the conference.  Jennifer Viets recommended that Megan Martin, CJIN auditor, provide the training on orders of protection. Ole Olson from the AG’s office recommended that Angela Wetzsteon provide the training on traffic and DUI law.   We are still looking for someone to teach constitutional law.  Greg Munro did not feel comfortable teaching on the matter.  He suggested Anthony Johnstone, Maylinn Smith or Kristen Juras.  Peggy Tonon will talk to Ms. Smith and report back.  Shauna will send Ms. Tonon the outline Chris Tweeten prepared in 2010.  The Commission was fine with the suggested change in presenters.     
Bench book Update/Forms Approval

Judge Frederickson distributed several forms for review.  She thinks she has less than 10 forms left to review and this project will be complete.   
1) Order Setting Trial Date – Approved

2) Order Resetting Trial Date – Approved

3) Small Claims Court Checklist:  How to File a Claim – Approved as amended

4) Script – Small Claims Action – Approved
5) Praecipe – Approved
6) Counterclaim – Approved
7) Order for Interpleader Answer – Approved
8) Judgement – Approved
9) Complaint, Order and Notice to Defendant – Approved
NEW BUSINESS:
Request for Waiver of Training for Spring 2018 Conference

Hon. William Menager: Judge Wood moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. James Kilmer: Judge Frederickson moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Leroy Not Afraid:  Judge Wood moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Joe Eisenbrandt:  Judge Fagenstrom moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Charlie Harball seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Allen Dye:  Charlie Harball moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Sally Hickok:  Judge Fagenstrom moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Wood seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Gayle Stahl: Judge Wood moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Lucille Briggs:  Judge Ulbricht moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendations.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Hon. Jim Seykora:  Judge Ulbricht moved to approve the waiver committee’s recommendation.  MaryAnn Ries seconded the motion.  Motion failed.  Judge Wood moved that the waiver committee’s recommendation be denied and that the waiver not be granted.  Judge Carver seconded the motion and it carried.  Judge Miller will talk to Judge Seykora and explain the Commission’s reasoning behind the denial.  
New Judge Training prior to the start of Certification Conference
Judge Carver asked who the training judges will be for the training that takes place on Saturday/Sunday prior to the start of conference.  Historically, it’s been Judge Miller, Judge Carver and Judge Mohr (ret.)  And who will pay the expenses for those trainers – the Commission or the MMA?  This matter will be discussed again at the June meeting.  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.      
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be June 15, 2018, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.     
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