
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
November 17, 2017
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Peggy Tonon, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Tina Reinicke, MaryAnn Ries, Charlie Harball and Peter Ohman.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Hon. Heidi Ulbricht 
Members Absent:  Hon. Jim Rice  
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.   He welcomed new members, Peter Ohman and MaryAnn Ries. Mr. Ohman will serve as the OPD representative; and Ms. Ries will serve as the county attorney representative.            
PUBLIC COMMENT:    No public comment.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on September 25, 2017, were reviewed.  A motion was made by Peggy Tonon and seconded by Judge Fagenstrom that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Montana Rules of Evidence Book

Judge Harkin submitted a contract for updating the book.  He agreed to do the project for $8,000 and will have the book done in time for the certification school in December.  The MMA approved giving up to $5,000 towards the project.  The Supreme Court will pay the balance, plus the cost of the binders and printing.    
Moodle

Derrek Shepherd was available to answer questions regarding Moodle.  Judge Miller reported that the idea was well received by the judges.  The logistics of administering the test is one of the biggest issues to resolve.  Judge Carver explained the certification test process to the new Commission members. Charlie Harball asked Derrek Shepherd and Peggy Tonon if they were familiar with any template policy the Commission could follow about any computer-generated testing.  We don’t have a policy in place yet.  Peggy was going to check with the Law School to see if they had any policies in place regarding online testing.  Derrek suggested that the judges get registered with Moodle beginning at the April conference.  Judge Miller recommended that the Commission get the approval of the Court before charging forward with Moodle for administering the certification test.  Derrek can create a web training through Moodle to show the judges how to maneuver through the test – starting with how to log on and take the test.  They can look at that training as many times as needed.  Derrek can also attend the April conference and give a demonstration.  Judge Carver moved that the use of Moodle to administer the certification test be presented and approved by the Chief Justice.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Judge Carver moved to set meetings to establish policy and training and move forward with Moodle.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.             
Benchbook Update/Forms Approval

Judge Frederickson distributed several forms for review.  

1) Dismissal After Deferred Imposition – Tabled for revisions – will re-submit at next meeting
2) Table of Contents – *Review the document and let Judge Frederickson know of suggested changes*
Peggy Tonon asked Judge Frederickson to send the Word document to all the members electronically.  
Judge Frederickson stressed that the Commission is very close to being done with the update.  Aside from 5-6 civil forms, the forms are complete.  The Commission suggested that the documents be put out on the website in Word format so that judges can edit as necessary.  We could also put the forms out in book format again for everyone to print.  The forms will be separated into criminal, civil, small claims, and then PFMA – there are 4 primary sections.          
NEW BUSINESS:
Technology Commission Update and Training
On behalf of the MMA training committee, Judge Carver reported that they’ve been notified of eight (8) new judges as a result of the recent election:  Columbia Falls – City (court of record); Whitefish – Municipal; Billings – JP; Deer Lodge – JP/City; Dillon – City; Miles City – City; Livingston – City (court of record); and Baker – City.  The trainers will divvy up the training workload.  
Justice Wheat is the chairman of the state Commission on Technology.  They have opened the public access rules again and are going to review the rules from around Montana, do a comparison of what we had before, and will likely appoint a task force to address the rules within the next six months.  We had public access rules before, but they were suspended.  
Security for the state’s internet system has been breached a couple of times.  There are millions of attempts weekly of folks trying to get into our system.  To combat breaches, the State has created a security log-in with a fob (RSA SecurID).  All state employees will receive them.  County employees will not receive one unless they want to pay for them.  The security fobs are $60 each.  As soon as policy is established through the Court Administrator’s Office, Judge Carver will send out information to the courts.       
Fall 2017 Conference Evaluations
The conference had good reviews overall.  There were requests again for some break-out sessions for the municipal court judges.  Judges would like to hear more from the individual from MACo, as there remain a lot of questions.  The Commission discussed the need to provide some training on dealing with mentally ill defendants.  
Draft Spring 2018 Conference Agenda

The Commission roughed out an agenda for the spring conference in Billings.  Shauna Ryan will contact presenters and give an update at the January meeting.

Request for Waiver of Training for Fall 2017 Conference

Hon. Glen Granger, Hon. Rick West, Hon. David Carter, Hon. Marie Andersen, Hon. Holly Frederickson:  Charlie Harball moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Request for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge

Hon. Melissa Gallagher, Hon. Kenneth Stein, and Hon. Kaylan Minor:  Charlie Harball moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.     
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on January 19, 2018, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.    
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