
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Bozeman, MT
September 26, 2016
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Peggy Tonon, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Bill Hooks, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Bob Wood, Hon. Heidi Ulbricht and Bernie Cassidy.
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  Charlie Harball
Members Absent:  Justice Jim Rice
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: None
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.              
PUBLIC COMMENT:    
OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on August 19, 2016, were reviewed.  A motion was made by Judge Wood and seconded by Judge Connolly that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
DUI Manual Update

Judge Carver reported that he talked to Judge Barger who indicated that Erin Inman had been given the contract to complete some work on the manual, however DOT had just rescinded the contract.  Judge Barger and Kevin Dusko are trying to incorporate the changes that were suggested at the July 18, 2016, meeting.  Judge Barger didn’t know how long it would take to complete because she was waiting for Kevin who was working on developing an automated index.  Judge Barger was hopeful they would be able to put out an electronic version prior to the legislative session.  Judge Barger will keep Judge Carver updated as to the status.
Benchbook Update/Form Approval

Judge Frederickson reported that she has less than ten criminal forms that have not yet been approved, along with four that were tabled at the last meeting.   The following action was taken:

1) Sentencing Script – Approved as amended

2) Firearm Receipt – Deleted 
3) Commitment Order – Approved

4) Dismissal Order – Tabled until the next meeting

5) Defendant Information Sheet – Deleted
6) I have a lawyer.  What is discovery and how do I get it? – Deleted

7) I don’t have a lawyer.  What is discovery and how do I get it? – Deleted
8) Order of Jury Trial for Self-Represented Litigants – Approved as amended 

9) Notice of Appeal and Bail Order – Approved as amended

10) Notice to District Court to Disqualify and Order Appointing Judge – Tabled until the next meeting

11) Defendant’s Motion to Review Public Defender Denial – Approved as amended

12) Telephonic Search Warrant – Approved 

13) Dissemination of Unclaimed Property Packet – Tabled until the next meeting


Remove all SRL forms (w/ Supreme Court pillars logo) from the benchbook:
14) City Court Information for SRL – Deleted

15) Municipal Court Information for SRL – Deleted

16) Frequently Asked Question re: Separation of Power for SRL – Deleted

NEW BUSINESS:
Approve Request for Temporary Certificate and Waiver of Training for New Judge

Alex Beal:  Judge Ulbricht moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

Request for Waiver of Training for Fall 2016 Conference

Larry Carver, Greg Mohr, Nicole Benefiel, and Tina Gordon:  Judge Frederickson moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Connolly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Courts and Computer Needs
Judge Connolly reported that she is moving her office and needs to be able to use her computer in her new space.  She contacted the Court Administrator’s Office for assistance in getting things set up.  Judge Connolly was advised by Tammy Peterson that she needed to budget out of her local budget for the wiring.  As a judge, she’s unsure how she is supposed to know and budget for the work that needs to be done to the secure line for the State’s server.  Judge Miller responded that the judges are responsible for the hardwire to the terminal and the Court Administrator’s Office is responsible for the equipment and software. Judge Carver added that the county commissioner’s need to be informed as it’s a building fund - not really a courtroom fund. It’s important to use a state approved contractor for the wiring.  It does vary from county to county.  Judge Connolly thought the rest of the limited court judges should be informed of the procedure.  Judge Carver stated that he would take Judge Connolly’s concern to the next automation committee meeting and look at possibly getting something disseminated to the limited court judges. .   
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.     
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on November 18, 2016, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.    
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