
MINUTES

Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (COCOLJ)
Helena, MT
September 28, 2015
Members Present:  Hon. Perry Miller, Hon. Larry Carver, Carlin Cameron, Hon. Jessie Connolly, Hon. Steve Fagenstrom, Bill Hooks, Hon. Holly Frederickson, Hon. Bob Wood and Charlie Harball
Members Participating Via Telephone or Video:  None
Members Absent:  Judge Harkin, Bernie Cassidy, Peggy Tonon and Justice Rice 
Staff Present:  Shauna Ryan 
Guests: Hon. Dan Wilson
Judge Miller called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.      

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

OLD BUSINESS: 
Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting on August 21, 2015, were reviewed.   A motion was made by Judge Fagenstrom and seconded by Judge Connolly that the minutes be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
MJI Update
This matter is continued until November.
Benchbook Update/Form Approval

Judge Wilson reported that Michele Snowberger has indicated that since taking her new job she has struggled to find adequate time to continue to work on the forms like she had hoped.  Judge Wilson said that he would be happy to work with Judge Connolly to complete the forms.  He has scripts for both criminal and civil jury trials.  Judge Carver moved that a new chairperson be appointed to lead the committee.  Judge Fagenstrom seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  The Commission commended Ms. Snowberger for the wonderful job she has done and thanked her for her time and commitment.  Judge Frederickson will draft a thank you letter to Ms. Snowberger for Judge Miller’s signature.  The Commission appointed Judge Frederickson as the new chairperson of the benchbook committee.  Other members are Judge Connolly, Judge Wilson and Judge Beckham.   
Judge List Serv
Judge Carver reported that he worked with Lisa Mader and they sent out the reminder to the judges and to the clerks about the list serv being public record.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Approve Requests for Waiver of Training for Fall 2015 Conference
Dennis Loveless, Rebecca McEuen and John Wells:  Charlie Harball moved to approve the actions of the waiver committee.  Judge Frederickson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.    
Sentencing Commission (SB 224) - Update
Bill Hooks reported that there are two separate commissions that have a great deal of overlap.  There’s a task force on public defender operations and there’s also a sentencing commission that is studying all sorts of sentencing and correctional issues between the last legislative session and the coming one.  The Sentencing Commission is focused on essentially two issues; the first is to try to figure out what to do better with Corrections.  The Pew Charitable Trust and the experts from the Council on State Governments have studied Montana’s Correctional system and the funding and where money has been spent historically.  Twenty percent of those in the correctional system are in prison.  Eighty percent of the Corrections budget goes to taking care of those 20 percent who are incarcerated.  Their focal point will be to conduct a number of studies and see how to better invest the money that’s currently allocated so that it goes where it should go and maximize efficiency.  They are looking at trying to shift the money to the front end rather than the back end.  The second component is to look at improving policy, practices, and statutes related to sentencing of criminal offenses in Montana.  Changing some of the statues for mandatory minimum sentencing while considering what is practical and what could be improved on and make more sense.  Judge Connolly asked if there were any limited court judges on the Commission.  Mr. Hooks indicated that there currently is not a limited court judge on the commission.  However Judge Miller really felt the commission would be willing to listen to the concerns of any of the judges and that if a judge has a specific concern or suggestion, that he should take it to the Commission.  

OPD Task Force

Bill Hooks gave a brief overview of the task force.  This task force is a legislative committee appointed by the Governor.  It was generated by a group of legislators who really wanted to take the time and look at public defense and exam and understand the issues.  OPD has a huge budget and a huge impact.  During the legislative process – particularly due to term limits – there’s been a real lack of knowledge and an inability to really take the time to understand and discuss the issues.  There’s now a task force to look at every aspect of the public defender agency and its operations.  They will meet 4 more times during the interim and will be required to make recommendations for any new legislation by September 2016.  Judge Miller attended the first meeting and felt that the task force has a heartfelt interest in finding ways to fund the public defender’s office and get more attorneys on board.  The prosecutors and the public defenders need to open a dialogue to find out what the issues are and where improvements need to be made.                    
Vendors on the Conference Agenda

In regards to the training on DUI laws and sentencing, Judge Connolly thought it would be helpful to hear from a representative from AMS about the technology and science behind the different products.  The differences between SCRAM and remote breath, ignition interlock, Soberlink, etc. – sometimes it’s not exactly clear what the defendants are being asked to do.  She suggested someone like Jeff Hawthorne who created the SCRAM bracelet to come and talk to the judges about the different products being utilized and the actual science behind the product.  As part of the DUI training, it would be helpful to address and understand those tools.  Judge Miller suggested that a scientist from AMS be asked to explain the science behind all the different products.  Judge Connolly will seek out a scientist who might be willing to explain the differences without promoting a particular product and bring the matter to the curriculum committee for consideration.  

Fall 2015 Conference
Shauna Ryan reported that all of the presenters had been contacted and confirmed.  She reminded the Commission that Chief Justice McGrath was appearing at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday to present Gary Olson and Kelly Addy with a plaque and to thank them from their service on the Commission on Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.  
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.    
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on November 20, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. in Helena.   
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