
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1APPLICATION FOR 

MONTANA ASSOCIATE WATER COURT JUDGESHIP

A. PERSONAL INFORMATION TC \l2 "
1.
Full Name:



a. What do you commonly go by?


2.
Birthdate: 
Are you a U.S. citizen?


3.
Home Address:




Phone:


4.
Office Address:



Phone:


5.
Length of residence in Montana:


6.
List your place of residence for the past five years:

 TC \l1 "
 TC \l1 "
Dates
City
State TC \l1 "
_________________________






B. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
7.
List the names and location of schools attended, beginning with high school:










Date of

Name



Location


Degree


Degree
8.
List any scholarships, awards, honors and citations you have received:
9.
Were you a member of the Law Review? If so, please state the title and citation of any article which was published and the subject area of the article.

C. PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE
10.
List all courts (including state and federal bar admissions) and administrative bodies having special admission requirements in which you are presently admitted to practice, giving the dates of admission in each case.













Date of


Court or Administrative Body






Admission
11.
Indicate your present employment (list professional partners or associates, if any).

12.
State the name, dates and addresses of all law firms with which you have been associated in practice, and of all governmental agencies or private business organizations in which you have been employed, periods you have practiced as a sole practitioner, and other prior practice:


Employer’s Name




Position


Dates
13.
If you have not been employed continuously since the completion of your formal education, describe what you were doing.

14.
Describe the nature of your present law practice, listing the major types of law you practice and the percentage each constitutes of your total practice.

15.
List other areas of law in which you have practiced, including teaching, lobbying, etc.

16.
If you specialize in any field of law, what is your specialty?

17.
Do you regularly appear in court?







What percentage of your appearance in the past five years were in:



Federal Court







%



State or local courts of record





%



Administrative bodies






%



Other








%

18.
During the past five years, what percentage of your practice has been trial practice?
_____
%

19.
How frequently have you appeared in court?


 times per month on average.

20.
How frequently have you appeared at administrative hearings?





 times per month on average.

21.
What percentage of your practice involving litigation has been:



Civil








%



Criminal







%



Other








%

22.
Have you appeared before the Montana Supreme Court within the past five years? If so, please state the number and types of matters handled. Include the case caption, case citation (if any), and names addresses and phone numbers of all opposing counsel for the five most recent cases.

23.
State the number of jury trials you have tried to conclusion in the past ten years.



24.
State the number of non-jury trials you have tried in the past ten years.




25.
State the names, addresses and telephone numbers of adversary counsel against whom you have litigated your primary cases over the last two years. Please include the caption, dates of trial, and the name and telephone number of the presiding judge. If your practice does not involve litigation, give the same information regarding opposing counsel and the nature of the matter.

26.
Summarize your experience in adversary proceedings before administrative boards or commissions during the last five years.

27.
If you have published any legal books or articles, other than Law Review articles, please list them, giving citations, dates, and the topics involved. If you lectured on legal issues at Continuing Legal Education seminars or otherwise, please state the date, topic and group to which you spoke.

D. PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE
28.
List all the bar associations and legal professional societies of which you are a member and give the titles and dates of any office you have held in such groups, and committees to which you belong. These activities are limited to matters related to the legal profession. List the dates of your involvement.

29.
List organizations and clubs, other than bar associations and professional societies, of which you have been a member during the past five years. Please state the title and date of any office you have held in each such organization. If you held any offices, please describe briefly your activities in the organization.

30.
Have you ever run for, or held, public office? If so please give the details.

E. PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS
31.
Have you ever been publicly disciplined for a breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct (including Rule 11 violations) by any court, administrative agency, bar association, or other professional group? If so, give the particulars.

32.
Have you ever been found guilty of contempt of court, or sanctioned by any court for any reason? If so, please explain.

33.
Have you ever been arrested or convicted of a violation of any federal law, state law, county or municipal law, regulation or ordinance? If so, please give details. Do not include traffic violations unless they also included a jail sentence.

34.
Have you ever been found guilty or liable in any civil or criminal proceedings with conduct alleged to have involved moral turpitude, dishonesty and/or unethical conduct? If so, please give details.

35.
Is there any circumstance or event in your personal or professional life which, if brought to the attention of the Commission, the Governor or the Montana Supreme Court, that would affect adversely your qualifications to serve on the court for which you have applied? If so, please explain.

F. BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
36.
Since being admitted to the Bar, have you ever engaged in any occupation, business or profession other than the practice of law? If so, please give details, including dates.

37.
If you are an officer, director, or otherwise engaged in the management of any business, please state the name of such business, its nature, and the nature of your duties. State whether you intend to resign such position immediately upon your appointment as Associate Judge of the Water Court.

38.
State whether during the past five years you have received any fees or compensation of any kind, other than for legal services rendered, from any business enterprise or organization, If so, please identify the source and the approximate percentage of your total income it constituted over the past five years.

39.
Do you have any personal relationships, financial interests, investments or retainers which might conflict with the performance of your judicial duties, or which in any manner or for any reason might embarrass you? If so, please explain.

40.
Have you filed appropriate tax returns as required by federal, state, local and other government authorities?

Yes

No


If not, please explain.

41.
Do you have any liens or claims outstanding against you by the Internal Revenue Service?

        Yes             No


If yes, please explain.

42.
Have you ever been found by the IRS to have willfully failed to disclose properly your income during the last five (5) years? If so, please give details.

43.
Please explain your philosophy of public involvement and practice of giving your time to community service.

G. WRITING SKILLS
44.
In the last five years, explain the extent you have researched legal issues and drafted briefs. Please state if associates or others have generally performed your research and the writing of briefs.

45.
If you have engaged in any other types of “legal writing” in the last five years, such as drafting documents, etc., please explain the type and extent of writing you have done.

46.
Please attach a writing sample of no more than ten pages which you have written yourself. A portion of a brief or memorandum is acceptable.

47.
What percentage of your practice for the last five years has involved research and legal writing?

              %

48.
Are you competent in the use of Westlaw and/or Lexis?

H. MISCELLANEOUS
49.
Briefly describe your hobbies and other interests and activities.

50.
Describe the jobs you have held during your lifetime.

51.
Please identify the nature and extent of any pro bono work that you have personally performed during the past five years.

52.
In the space provided, please explain how and why any event or person has influenced the way you view our system of justice.
53.
In the space provided, explain the qualities which you believe to be most important in a good 

Associate Water Court Judge.

54.
In the space provided, explain how a court should reach the appropriate balance between establishment of a body of precedent and necessary flexibility in the law.
55.
In the space provided, state the reasons why you are seeking office as the Associate Water 


Court Judge.
56.
What items or events in your career have distinguished you or of which you are most proud?
57.
State any pertinent information reflecting positively or adversely on you which you believe should be disclosed to the Judicial Nomination Commission.

58.
Is there any comment you would like to make that might differentiate you from other applicants or that are unique to you that would make you the best Associate Water Court Judge candidate?

I. CERTIFICATE OF APPLICANT
I understand the submission of this application expresses my willingness to accept appointment as Associate Water Court Judge for the State of Montana, if tendered by the Governor of the State of Montana, and further, my willingness to abide by the rules of the Judicial Nomination Commission with respect to my application and the Canons of Judicial Ethics, if appointed.


(Date)




(Signature of Applicant)

Applications must be submitted in both hardcopy and electronic format by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 9, 2012 to:
Beth McLaughlin
Court Administrator’s Office
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59620
bmclaughlin@mt.gov

Application form approved 7/10/93

Revised 9/15/2009





