
MINUTES O F  TZE 3 E E T i N G  07 

LEGISLATIVE SIJB-CO;%IITTEE FOR APPROPRIATIONS ON EDUCATION 

February 2 8 ,  1 3 7 9  
8 :20  a . m .  
R s o m  104 
S t a t e  Capi tol .  3 u i l d i n c j .  
Sub jec t :  Eudgst  for O f f i c e  o f  

P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  

I-I- ~ n e  n e e t i n 3  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  ord.er  by Chairman C a r r o l l  South ,  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  members p r e s e n t :  

Sen.  E a r r y  Fasbender  ' 

Sen. Harold Nelson 
Rep. Oscar  Rvaalen 
Rep. Jack  4ioore 
Rep. E s  t h e r  Bengtson 

Also  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  meet ing  w e r e  Cur t  N icho l s ,  F i s c a l  Ana lys t ;  Georg ia  
R i c s ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  O f f i c s  Of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ;  Alve Thomas, 
Dsguty S u p e r i n t e n d a n t  I n s t r u c t o r , O P I ;  P h i l  Ward, A c b i n i s t r a t i o n  
S e r v i c e  Di rec tory ,OPI ;  Larry Key, Vo-Ed Serv ices ,OPI ;  Bob S t o c k t o n ,  
F inance  D i r e c t o r ,  OPI; B i l l  Con, S e n z t o r  Rober t  Palmer ,  and M a r s h a l l  
Cook, E:tecutive Cormunicat ions  o f  Montana S p e c i a l  Oyl.mpics. 

OFFICE O F  PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

A t  t h e  beg icn iny  of  thz meet ing  Georgia Rice ,  showed a few overheads  to 
all t h e  conmi t t ee  members, showing j u s t  what t h e  O f f i c e  of P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n s  i s  a l l  abou t .  

O P I  w i l l  have $101,000,003 i n  g e n e r a l  funds  d isbursed i n  t h e  n e x t  
biennium. Thatls t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  state government. 

VYho 6aes t l l a  O P T  servs :  i. -Deo?le i n  eZaca t ion  2. O t h s r  govornrrient 
units, such as;  a g e n c i e s ,  p u b l i c  groups,  e tc .  

How does t h e  O P I  s e r v e  these people :  1. T e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
2.  Program rev iews  3 .  S e r v i c e s  4.  Teacher  E z a c a t i o n  5, Program 
C o o r d i n a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  5. Consui tak ion .  

The  O P I  have n a i n t a i n e d  t h s L r  a p p r o p r i z t e d  l e v 2 1  since 1972. May of 
l a s t  y e 3 r  t h e  O P I  f i l l e d  a l l  of t h e i r  p c s i t i o r . ~ ,  O P f  then reduced the 
s t a f f i n g  u n t i l  August o f  the same yea r .  

Chairman South asked  i f  t h e  165 a u t h o r i z e d  p o s i t i o n s  o r  a c t u a l  bodies. 
?,Is. Rice  a n s ~ e r e d  they  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d .  O P I  ha s  a t  t h e  p re se - r t  t i n e ,  
1 6 3  b o d i e s .  Tha t  i n c l u d e s  s even  p o s i t i o 2 s  adder2 by budget arn?ndizent, 

4 
b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i nc luded  i n  the 165 p o s i t i o n s .  
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51s- Rice s"_.ted t h z t  O P I  operates on 532 fed2ral r;.oney. What w e  3re 
re~;-;clez,ir,~ fr~;i7 t h e  committee f o r  t h c  bier.i-ii~;r;l i s  3 . 9  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
Xe v:osld l i k e  t o  see i t  go down, b u t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i n s  \*ie c a n '  t make 

I i t  any lor.;er. The OPI has  never  come i n  for a s o p p l e ~ c n k a l  
a p s r o p r i a t i o n s .  Ke have always l i v e d  w i t h i n  t h e  guidelines g i v e n  t o  u s .  

E A S I C  I?~STi?LTCTiONAL SERVICES -- 

The pr imary purpose  of  t h i s  depar tment  i s  t o  i np rove  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
e l e ~ e n z a r y  and secondary s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  A i v e  Thoaas t e s t i f i e d  
i n  fa- or of t h i s  degar tment .  Three u n i t s  he f e e l s  a re  necessarLr are: 
t h e  b z s i c  s k i l l s  u n i t ,  t h e  s p s c i a l  educa t ion  u n i t  and t h e  f e d e r a l  
p rog rans  u n i t .  H e  o u t l i n e d  t h e s e  u n i t s  f o r  t h s  committee and  then went 
on  t o  d s s c r i b e  t h e  o r i g i n 2 1  budget  r equesc  OPI made conce rn ing  
a d d i t i o n z l  staff for t h i s  deparcnsnk.  C P I  r e q u s s t e d  1 0  a d s i t i o n s 1  FTE's 
i n  t h e  B a s i c  S k i l l s  U n i t  and O P I  would l i k e  t o  change t h a t  r e q u e s t  t o  
5 FTZ1s. 1 FTE i n  a c c r e d i a t i o n  and 2 FTE i n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  would have mandated t h e  a c c r e d i a t i o n  
o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s .  

O P i  w i l l  a l s o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  1 .5  FTE we r eques t ed  for Adul t  B a s i c  
Educa t ion  as tliz program w i l l  n o t  be  funded as w e  r e q u e s t e d .  
We now r e q u e s t  a d d i t i o n a i  FTE's f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  p rog rans  i n  t h e  
B a s i c  S k i l l s  Un i t .  

I. Language A r t s  Consu l t an t  
2 .  IvIathnatics C o n s u l t a n t  

I 
3 .  Reading C o n s u l t a n t  
4 .  Enzrgy C o n s u l t a n t  

SPZCIAL EDUCATION 

O P I  r e q u e s t e d  f o u r  new F T E ' s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The F i s c a l  A n a l y s t  
recor;.msned 2 FTE's. W e  have d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  LFA's o f f i c e  who 
now agrees t h a t  o u r  e s t i m a t e s  are more a c c u r a t e .  

The l a s t  recormendat ion  made by t h e  F i s c a l  A n a l y s t  t h a t  w e  oppcse i s  
t h a t  ws r educe  s e c r e t a r i a l  h e l p  by e i g h t  people  i n  t h e  two u n i t s  of - 
B a s i c  S k i l l s  and Voca t iona l  Educat ion.  W e  feel t h e  secretarial staff I .  

musk have a working knowledge of  each  progrzrn they  s e r v e  and be able 
t o  rzspond t o  r e q u e s t s  from i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 
L' . . i-I? P X J ~ ~ C -  (A w r i t t z n  t n s e i A ~ , o n y  i s  a t t a c ? , ? ~  - E x I ? i b i k  A )  

Chairman South  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  OPT compare t h e i r  s e c r e t a r y  s t a f f  
w i t h  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f ,  your  w e l l  above o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  
For  %chat r e a s o n s  would you need t o  be above s t a t e  agencies. 

M r .  Thomas s a i d  w i t h i n  t h e i r  offi.+ce they  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  s t a t e  
agenc iz s .  W e  need t h e s e  s e c r e t a r i e s  b e c a ~ s e  w e  need someone a t  t h e  
desk t o  have a  good undexstanding o f  what i s  going on  s o  t h e y  nay be 
of r e a l  h e l p  t o  t h e i r  c o n s u l t a n t .  

Rep. Bengtson s t a t e d  t h a t  2 years ago w e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  loca l .  s c h o o l s  
Fncoo2erate enercjy c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n t o  t h e i r  cu r r i cu lum.  What has 
your office bezn doing  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  14r. Burk s a i d  what 011  t r i e d  



t o  do i s  push  i t  i n  with S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  and  ;.!zth. These t k ; s  a rsas 
LL seen b ~ s k  in i l ~ e  c u r r i c u l u n .  They opera. te a l o t  o f  t j e  tine 

I 
r e l a t i n g  ts this area  of Energy c o n s e r v a t i o n .  
P:r. Thomas ziided t o  t h i s  t h a t  the Energy c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  2 . 5  
rn i l l i ox  t o  t r a i n  a u d i t o r s  t o  go i n t o  s c h o o l s .  Tha t  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  s t a r t  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h i s  s p r i n g  and summer. 

J 
I 

P h i l  \Card, k6 rn in i sc ra t ive  S e r v i c e  D i r e c t o r ,  preceeded t o  g i v e  h i s  
t e s t imony  i n  h i s  a r e a .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  O P I  s e r v e s  i n  t h r e e  p a r t i c u l a r  
area. These a r e  as fo l lows :  

1. O f f i c e  Management 
2. I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Suppor t  S e r v i c e  
3 .  Progran 3eve lopnent  an3  E v a l u a t i o n  

I n  t h i s  depar tment  w e  have t h e  s t a n d a r d  s t a f f  service. W e  have provided  
a t e s t i n g  program d e s i g n e d  t o  he lp  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
i d e n t 2 f y  problem areas of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  their c l a s s .  506 high s c h o o l s  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  t e s t i n g  program. Th i s  t e s t i n g  p r o g r a n  costs around 
$59,000. 50% of t h i s  money i s  f e d e r a l  money. ( A  handout  was given-  

3 
E x h i b i t  E )  M s .  R ice  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t e s t i n g  program i s  a test of a 
c l z s s  o r  s t u d e n t  w i t h  i t s  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses.  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  the  
s c h o o l  w i l l  know what s t u d e n t s  need h e l p  i n .  

I 
d 

O P I  has  answered 815 r e q u e s t s  f o r  r e s e a r c h 5  of t e a c h e r s  and a d n i n i s -  
t r a t c r s .  OPI  is  a s k i n g  $ 2 2 , 3 8 4  p e r  yea r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  
I n  a d d i t i o n  you nay be  aware o f  o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  r e t a i n  a r e v o l v i n g  fund  
for this s e r v i c e .  O P I  i s  n o t  r e q u e s t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  FTE. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

Larry Key, D i r e c t o r / A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  handed o u t  a w r i t t e n  tes t imony.  
( E x h i b i t  C )  H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  department i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  
state a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  budge t ing ,  pxogran c o n s u l t i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  

1 
f i v e  pos t secondary  v o c a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  c e n t e r s  and a l l  o t h e r  Board 
o f  P u b l i c  Educa t ion  funded programs a t  the u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  
c o ~ ? ~ ~ r n l t y  c o l l e g e s  and s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Itontana. 

I 
Fo r  F Y  2 0  and 81, t h e  d e p a r ~ x ~ n t  i s  r e q u e s t i n g  an increasz i n  stazf o f  
.five p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and three s e c r e t a r i e s .  Two of  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  
and one s e c r e t a r y  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e i n s t a t e  t h o s e  s t z f f  nexbe r s  l o s t  

1 
d u r i n g  t5e l a s t  biennium due  t o  t h e  problems and changes i n  f e d e r a l  t o  
state matching requi r rnsn ts .  

The o ther  r e y a e s t  for t h r e e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and two s e c r e t a r i e s  i s  f o r  
s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  f i v e  posts.:sondary v o c a t i o n a l - t e c h n i c a l  . 
c e n t e r .  T.?e do n o t  need a l a r g e  s t a t e  ;;os tsecondar.7 s t a f f  , b u t  we do 

1 
need more t h a n  t h e  two s t a f f  members presently working d i r e c t l y  w i t h  
our pos tsecondary  c e n t e r s .  

Chairnan South f e l t  t h a t  nayhe t h e s e  e s t r z  secretaries w e r e n ' t  needed 
a r d  Erox ?he way he unders tood  i t ,  these secretaries would be more on 
a p r o f e z s i o n 2 1  b a s i s  t h a n  j u s t  an  o r d i n a r y  job-  . i 



(A 5 z .Fnxte  b r e a k  was taken) 

12e n 2 e t i n g  ::as c a l l e d  back t o  orcler by Chairrz2n S o u t h .  Ee t h e n  
in~ro3uced Sen, l iober t  P a l ~ l e r ,  t o  t a l k  on A d u l t  B a s i c   ducati ion, R " 
Sen. P a i n e r  s t 2 t e d  t h a t  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  c o ~ n i t t e e  w i l l  be  t o  many 
t h e  i'iiZferezce Se*jeen b a s i c  educa t ion  and none a t  a l l .  
Adu l t  Educa t ion  dcels  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  r e a d i n g ,  writin:, and 
a r i t h z a t i c .  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p rogran  is very  impor t an t  an4 very much 
n e e d d .  

F I fi.:.:.~:~ I 4~ SERVICES --- 

Bob S t o c k t o n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of F i n l n c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  gave h i s  t e s t i m 3 n y  
~ b c i t  Finance S e r v i c e s .  H e  f i r s t  gave some of  t h e  budget  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
O?I h3.s r q a e s  t e d .  

1. CoRpufer Equpixent  - t h i s  equipment needs  t o  be r e p l a c e d  and updated.  
B u t ,  w e  are incapable t o  do t h i s  a t  t h i s  t i r n ? .  The F i s c a l  A n a l y s t ' s  
recoXi..endation f a l l s  $10,000 s h o r t  o f  what we need f o r  the c o a p u t e r .  

2 .  Ke need e x c e s s i v e  funds  i n  account ing .  

3. $42,000 f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t e l ephone  c o s t s  

4 .  Rent - t h e  amount w e  p a i d  t h i s  y e a r  was $96,000,  b u t  t h i s  b iennium 
w e  need $126,000. 

L e g a l  Serv ice  - A d d i t i o n a l  $43,OCO 

6 .  T r a f f i c  Educa t ion  - A d d i t i o n a l  $11,700 

7. 33 8 9 1  - m e r i t  bonus f o x  employezs of s t a t e  - a d d i t i o n a l  $8,000 

8. Fi- L i b r a r y  - A d d i t i o n a l  59,2$ p e r  student. 

SPECIAL OLY?vIPICS 

Rep. Bengtson asked  OPI what t hey  were do ing  with Spec ia l  Olympics. 
P i r ,  f i larshal l  Cook, Execu t ive  Corrtnunity of  Montana S p e c i a l  Olympics, 
gave a t a l k  abou t  t h i s  f o r  R e p .  Eengtson.  

;<e stsker l  t:lat t h e  req-1cst i;: t;?e E;-..2ci1tivo BLIJ-~LL - 3  tiler-.. war; a reqxest 
o f  $150,000- T h i s  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i t e m  i n  t h e  F i s c a l  A n a l y s t  Budget.  
We need a f u l l  t i n e  pa id  d i r e c t o r  f o r  S p e c i a l  Olynpics .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  
would be  a b l e  t o  g e n e r a t e  enough funds th rough  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  g r a n t s ,  
and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  w e  would n o t  have t o  cone t o  t he  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 8 1  
for t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  H e  feels t h a t  t h i s  prcgram i s  unique i n  two ways. 

1. 1.00% v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t  
2 .  All money has been d e r i v e d  through OPI. 



F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1979 

What w2 arc a s k i n g  i s  f o r  y o u r  co rnn i t t ee  t o  h e l p  u s  to c ~ n t i n u e  t o  
i n v e s t  t h i s  mr~ney t o  t h i s  program. This program i s  very b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  a l l  the y c u ~ g s t e r s  i n  Montana. We had 3 , 0 0 0  t o t a l  p z r t i c i p a n t s  
this yea r .  

Be ing  no further b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  10 :45 .  

f i  

. P i \ 
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Jgarine Glennon,  S e c r e t a k , ~  




