
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

January 2 2 ,  1977 

The s i x t h  meeting of  t h e  Pub l i c  Hea l th ,  Welfare and S a f e t y  
Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Stephens on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 405 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  ~ u i l d i n g  a t  approximately  
1 1 : O O  A.M. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SB 105: Sena tor  Rasmussen exp la ined  SB 105 
a s  a  b i l l  which w i l l  change l a w s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  optometry 
p ro fe s s ion  t o  permit  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t h e  use  of  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  
drugs  f o r  eye examination purposes.  In  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Sena tor  
Rasmussen gave t h e  fou r  c l a s s e s  of  d rugs  which would be made a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  and t h e  u s e s  t h e r e o f ,  i . e . ,  (1) i n  t e s t i n g  f o r  
glaucoma, (21) t o  d i l a t e  t h e  eye,  ( 3 )  t o  t emporar i ly  r e l a x  t h e  
focus ing  o f  t h e  eye ,  and ( 4 )  t o  c o n s t r i c t  t h e  p u p i l  which would 
be used on ly  f o r  emergency purposes.  In  Rasmussen's s t a t emen t ,  
he drew a  p a r e l l e l  between o p t o m e t r i s t s  and t h o s e  d o c t o r s  a l r e a d y  
al lowed use  of  t h e  drugs  i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i . e . ,  d e n t i s t s  and 
p o d i a t r i s t s .  S t r e s s  was pu t  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  use  
t h e  drugs ,  an o p t o m e t r i s t  must a t t e n d  a d d i t i o n a l  s choo l ing ,  
probably 40 t o  50 hours ,  and must pas s  a  s t a t e  exam. Sena to r  
Rasmussen expla ined  he f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  would be good f o r  t h e  S t a t e  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s i n c e  it would a l low o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  p rov ide  a more 
complete s e r v i c e  t o  Montanans. 

Chairman Stephens then  asked f o r  w i tnes ses .  Those persons  
t e s t i f y i n g  were a s  fo l lows:  

1. Lawrence 0 .  LaRock, O . D . ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  Montana Optometric 
Assoc ia t ion  ( suppor t )  . 

2 .  P.  L. Ka thre in ,  0 .  D . ,  Montana Optometric ~ s s o c i a t i o n  
( s u p p o r t ) .  

3 .  M. F. K e l l e r ,  O . D . ,  Montana Optometric Assoc i a t i on  ( suppor t )  
4 .  John R. Jacobson, M.D. ,  B u t t e ,  M t .  ( suppor t )  . 
5. David A. Wold, Montana Academy of Ophthalmology (oppose) .  
6 .  J. T.  Loendorf , Montana Medical Assoc ia t ion  (oppose) . 
7.  E v e r e t t  Lensink, M.D. (oppose) . 
8.  John W. McMahen, M.D. ,  Montana Medical Assoc ia t ion  (oppose) .  

Leading o f f  t h e  tes t imony i n  suppor t  of SB 105 was D r .  LaRock. 
A s  w i l l  be seen throughout  t h e  tes t imony and ques t ion ing ,  a  g r e a t  
amount of emphasis is  p laced  upon t h e  degree  of educa t ion  of  op- 
t o m e t r i s t s  ve r sus  opthamologis ts .  D r .  LaRock's tes t imony was no 
except ion  ( s e e  ~ x h i b i t  "A") . He gave t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  background 
of t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  and po in t ed  o u t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  of s tudy  between 
t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  and d e n t i s t s  o r  p o d i a t r i s t s .  The p o i n t  be ing  t h a t  
d e n t i s t s  and p o d i a t r i s t s  now use  drugs  - why c a n ' t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s ?  
Admitt ing t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  do n o t  have t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  background i n  pharmacology t h a t  t h e i r  younger co l l eagues  
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have today,  LaRock t h i n k s  t h e  S t a t e  examination w i l l  q u e l l  any 
f e a r s  regard ing  i n s u f f i c i e n t  knowledge. H e  f e e l s  t h e r e  i s  a  need 
f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  change. 

D r .  Ka thre in ,  second w i t n e s s ,  covered t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  f e a r e d  
by t h e  u s e  of t h e  drugs  i n  ques t ion .  Witness s t a t e d  S B  105 w i l l  
a l l ow  t h e  d o c t o r s  t o  use  t h e  drugs  as an a i d  i n  d i a g n o s t i c  in -  
s t a n c e s  on ly  and would be s a f e  i n  t h i s  con tex t  s i n c e  adverse  re- 
a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  drugs  a r e  very  rare. Kathrein  s t a t e d  some of t h e  
drugs  l i s t e d  f o r  u se  i n  t h i s  b i l l  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  being s o l d  i n  
over-the-counter medicines,  such as MZ Eye Drops. H i s  thought  
i s  t h a t  t h e r e  is more danger t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  miss ing  a glaucoma 
p a t i e n t  (wi thout  t h e  use of d rugs)  t han  i n  caus ing  a c c u t e  glaucoma 
i n  a  p a t i e n t  through t h e  use  of t h e  drugs.  (See E x h i b i t  "B") 

D r .  M. F. K e l l e r ,  i n  h i s  prepared s t a t emen t  ( ~ x h i b i t  "C" )  
covered t h e  ques t ion  of what o t h e r  s t a t e s '  laws a r e  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  of  optometry,  a s  w e l l  a s  what t h e  armed f o r c e s  a l l ow i n  drug 
use  f o r  t h e i r  d o c t o r s  (drug use  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  a l l owed) .  K e l l e r  
showed t h e  Committee a  map p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of op- 
t o m e t r i s t s  and opthamologis ts  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  a  need 
f o r  op tome t r i c  people s ta te -wide  t o  have a s  much h e l p  i n  t h e i r  
work a s  t h e y  can p o s s i b l y  g e t ,  s i n c e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  perform 70 per-  
c e n t  of t h e  eye exams i n  Montana. He s t a t e d  t h e  m a l p r a c t i c e  in-  
surance r a t e s  a r e  t h e  same i n  s t a t e s  a l lowing  drug use  and t h o s e  
where t h e  drugs  a r e  i l l e g a l .  Keller f e e l s  it i s  t i m e  Montana b r i n g s  
i t s  s t a t u t e s  up t o  d a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

D r .  Jacobson s t a t e d  he i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l  o n l y  on a  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a s i s ,  He f e e l s t h e  precedent  has  been s e t  by al low- 
i n g  p o d i a t r i s t s  and d e n t i s t s  t o  use  t h e  drugs .  He b e l i e v e s  t h e  
b i l l  p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  use ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  g i v e  t h e  g r e a t e r  amount of eye c a r e  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  
should g i v e  credence t o  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  he lp  drugs  would g ive .  

Opposing wi tnes ses  began w i t h  Montana Medical Assoc ia t ion  lobby- 
i s t ,  J. T. Loendorf. A f t e r  po in t ing  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  requirements  of  t h e  two p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  ques t ion  
( o p t o m e t r i s t  measures v i s i o n ;  opthamologis t  i s  a d o c t o r  of medicine) 
he asked t h e  Committee t o  look a t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of  concern i n  t h e  
proposed b i l l ,  i . e . ,  page 1, l i n e  23 ("any") and page 2 ,  l i n e  3  
( " i n c l u d i n g " ) ,  p lu s  page 2 ,  l i n e  2 4  (course  requi rements ,  i . e . ,  
one yea r ,  two weeks, o r  what per iod  of t i m e ) .  Loendorf ques t ioned ,  
most impor t an t ly ,  w i l l  t h e r e  be c l i n i c  work r equ i r ed  a long  w i t h  
t h e  textbook course?  I n  c l o s i n g ,  Loendorf s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  i s  
very loose  so  f a r  as  t h e  educa t iona l  requirements .  

In  t h e  way of t r y i n g  t o  work with  t h e  proponents of  t h e  b i l l ,  
Loendorf mentioned t h a t ,  inasmuch a s  he could  f o r e s e e  t h i s  i s s u e  
coming up every  s e s s i o n ,  h i s  group would be w i l l i n g  t o  work o u t  
a compromise. If t h e  proponents would n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  Board o f  
Medical Examiners p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c o u r s e ' s  scope and c o n t e n t  and 
exam, t h e  t h e  b i l l ' s  opponents would coopera te .  I n  t h a t  even t ,  
Sec t ion  1 and Sec t ion  2 would then  have t o  be changed. 
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h e  asked t h e  Committee t o  look a t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of concern i n  t h e  
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( " i n c l u d i n g " ) ,  p lu s  page 2 ,  l i n e  2 4  (course  requi rements ,  i . e . ,  
one yea r ,  two weeks, o r  what pe r iod  of t i m e ) .  Loendorf ques t ioned ,  
most impor t an t ly ,  w i l l  t h e r e  be c l i n i c  work r equ i r ed  a long  w i t h  
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In  t h e  way of t r y i n g  t o  work with  t h e  proponents of  t h e  b i l l ,  
Loendorf mentioned t h a t ,  inasmuch a s  he could  f o r e s e e  t h i s  i s s u e  
coming up every  s e s s i o n ,  h i s  group would be w i l l i n g  t o  work o u t  
a compromise. I f  t h e  proponents  would n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  Board of  
Medical Examiners p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c o u r s e ' s  scope and c o n t e n t  and 
exam, t h e  t h e  b i l l ' s  opponents would coopera te .  In t h a t  e v e n t ,  
Sec t ion  1 and Sec t ion  2  would then  have t o  be changed. 



David Wold, a l s o  opposing SB 1 0 5 ,  gave tes t imony exp la in ing  
why he,  a s  an o p t o m e t r i s t  tu rned  op thamologis t ,  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
b i l l .  B a s i c a l l y ,  he f e e l s  t h e  b i l l  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t .  Because of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  requirements  
i n  t h e  two p r o f e s s i o n a l s  involved,  Wold f e e l s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  
no t  t r a i n e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  use t h e  drugs  t h i s  b i l l  proposes .  
He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e ,  wi th  o r  wi thout  d rops ,  i s  t h a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  should n o t  be l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  g e t t i n g  
f u l l  d i a g n o s t i c  eye t r ea tmen t .  

D r .  Lensink,  i n  t e s t i f y i n g  a g a i n s t  SB 105,  c a l l e d  t h e  Committee's 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  unacceptable  p a r t s  of l i n e s  i n  t h e  b i l l  ( l i n e  17 ,  
23, 2 4 ) .  He s t r e s s e d  aga in  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
two p r o f e s s i o n a l s  -- and added t h a t ,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  d e n t i s t s  
and o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  concerned,  t h e r e  i s  no s i m i l a r i t y .  Pharmacology 
course  work would on ly  be t h e  beginning i n  adequate t r a i n i n g  f o r  
o p t o m e t r i s t s .  The use  of  t h e  drugs which may induce a  r e a c t i o n  of 
accu te  glaucoma needs  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  of  t h e  opthamologis t .  

D r .  Jack McMahn, co-chairman, L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee o f  t h e  
Montana Medical Assoc ia t ion  s t a t e d :  "We a r e  t o t a l l y  opposed" 
t o  SB 105 and f e e l  t h a t  it would be ve ry  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t o  p a s s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The reasoning  behind t h i s  s t a n d  is :  
(1) The Assoc ia t ion  f e e l s  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  o p t o m e t r i s t s  can 
cont inue  t o  do what t hey  now do ve ry  e x p e r t l y  wi th  t h e  methods 
they  c u r r e n t l y  employ; ( 2 )  The S t a t e  Board o f  Medical Examiners 
f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  would h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  because they  now 
a r e  looking  over  t o o  many shoulders .  This  Board 's  i n t r u s i o n ,  how- 
e v e r ,  would be t h e  on ly  way t h e  Montana Medical Assoc i a t i on  f e e l s  
it could be  a s su red  t h a t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  would have n o t  on ly  cou r se  
work b u t  on-the-job t r a i n i n g  of s ee ing  s i c k  eyes;  ( 3 )  It  would 
n o t  be a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t e l l  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e y  now 
can diagnose a l l  eye c o n d i t i o n s  -- t h i s  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of medicine 
( 4 )  And, finally, how would t h e  p u b l i c  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between o p t o m e t r i s t s  
who can ,  and o p t o m e t r i s t s  who cannot ,  use  t h e  drugs  i n  ques t ion?  
D r .  MaMahn s t a t e d  h i s  Assoc ia t ion  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
any meaningful  d ia logue  which would improve t h e  eye  c a r e  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  of Montana. 

Chairman Stephens then c l o s e d  t h e  tes t imony,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a l l  
f o r  ques t ions  from t h e  Committee. Ques t ions  from a l l  t h e  members 
of t h e  Committee t o  t h o s e  t e s t i f y i n g  were t hen  heard,  cover ing  
problems wi th  terminology i n  t h e  b i l l  ("optometr ic"  page 1, l i n e s  
17,  23) ("any means" page 1, l i n e  18)  ("and f o r  emergency use  o n l y ,  
m i o t i c s "  page 2 ,  l i n e  6 )  (page 2 ,  r e d e f i n i n g  t h e  cou r se )  . 

Other q u e s t i o n s  concerned s p e c i f i c  ma lp rac t i ce  i n su rance  r a t e s  
i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ;  whether b i l l  would a l l ow f o r  d i a g n o s i s  of d i s e a s e  
ve r sus  s c reen ing  f o r  d i s e a s e ;  how p u b l i c  would know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between o p t o m e t r i s t s  l i c e n s e d  t o  use  drugs  from o t h e r s  who cannot ;  
whether a  g radua te  who t a k e s  t h e  s t a t e  exam would f a i l  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  
t e s t  completely i f  he f a i l e d  t h e  pharmacology s e c t i o n ;  what t h e  
f e e  schedule  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  l i c e n s e d  t o  use  drugs  would be l i k e  
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compared t o  t h o s e  d o c t o r s  who d i d  n o t  go  back t o  s c h o o l .  

S e n a t o r  S tephens  .addressed  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen: M r .  Loendorf 
proposed an  amendment - would y o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  re jec t  t h e  concep t  
of t h e  Board of  Medical  Examiners e n t e r i n g  i n t o  t h i s ?  Rasmussen's  
r e p l y  was: Y e s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a  s t a t e  board  which o v e r s e e s  them 
now. 

S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t h e n  gave h i s  c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  r e i t e r a t i n g  
t h e  p o i n t s  p r e v i o u s l y  b rough t  o u t  by t h e  p roponen t s  o f  t h e  b i l l  
and e n d i n g  w i t h  d e t a i l s  on c o u r t  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  l e g a l i t y  
of r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e s e  d r u g s  t o  o p t h a m o l o g i s t s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  1 7  
s t a t e s  have e n a c t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  t h e  armed f o r c e s  
can  use  t h e  d r u g s  a s  o u t l i n e d ,  and mentioned t h a t  o f  t h e  56 c o u n t i e s  
i n  Montana, o p t h a m o l o g i s t s  are o n l y  i n  11 -- making t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  of  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  b l i n d n e s s  i n  
t h e  S t a t e .  

The Chairman t h e n  i n d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  Committee and v i s i t o r s  
t h a t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  was concluded on SB 105.  NO ACTION was t a k e n  - 
S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a c t i o n  J a n u a r y  
25. 

ACTION ON SENATE B I L L  83: No a c t i o n  was t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  
a l l o w  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t o  p r e p a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  amendment. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman S tephens  se t  J a n u a r y  27 a s  t h e  h e a r i n g  
d a t e  f o r  two b i l l s :  SB 154 and SB 157.  SJR 8  w i l l  b e  h e a r d  
Tuesday, J a n u a r y  25. 

M r .  John B a r t l e t t ,  head o f  t h e  Montana Medica l  Founda t ion ,  ex- 
t ended  t o  t h e  Committee, v i a  Chairman S t e p h e n s ,  a s t a n d i n g  i n v i t a -  
t i o n  t o  examine t h e i r  Helena f a c i l i t i e s .  

ADJOURNMENT: With no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  
mee t ing  w a s  ad journed  a t  1 2 : 4 5  P.M. 

STAN STEPHENS, Chairman 



R O L L  C A L L  

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELPAKE AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

4 5 t h  LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 1 9 7 7  

NAME : 

1. RASMUSSEN, Tom 

2 .  

3 .  OLSON, S t u a r t  

4 .  WATT, R o b e r t  

5 .  

6 .  LEE, R o b e r t  
\ 

7. NORMAN, B i l l  - V.  

8 .  

Each d a y ,  a t t a c h  t o  m i n u t e s .  
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E X H I B I T  "A" 

STATEMENT 
o n  

SB 105 
b e f o r e  t h e  

S e n a t e  Pub l i c  Wea l t h  C o m m i t t e e  
f o r  t h e  

M o n t a n a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  
b y  

L a w r e n c e  0 .  L a R o c k ,  0. D . ,  P r e s  i d e n t  
J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1977  

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  members  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :  

My name i s  L a w r e n c e  L a R o c k .  I am a  d o c t o r  o f  o p t o m e t r y ,  

p r a c t i c i n g  i n  B u t t e .  I  am P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M o n t a n a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  

My p u r p o s e  t o d a y  i s  t o  a c q u a i n t  y o u  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k -  

g r o u n d  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  t o  T h e  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r o f e s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a l  l o w e d  t o  u s e  d r u g s  

u n d e r  M o n t a n a  l a w .  T h e  t h r e e  p r o f e s s  i o n s  a r e :  d e n t i s t r y ,  p o d i a t r y ,  

a n d  m e d i c i n e .  

T h e  p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  o p t o m e t r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  . 

m i n i m u m  o f  t w o  y e a r s  o f  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  o v e r  80% o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  c o l  l e g e s  w i t h  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  

y e a r s  o f  p r e - p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  T h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  f o u r  y e a r s  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c o n d u c t e d  a t  13 c o l  l e g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

w h i c h  a r e  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s u c h  a s ,  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  I n d i a n a ,  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a .  



E X H I  B I T  "B" 

S T A T E M E N T  
o n  

SB 165 
b e f o r e  t h e  

S e n a t e  ? u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o m m i t t e e  
f o r  t h e  

i ' 4on tana  0 p t o m e t . r i  c  A s s o c i  a t  i o n  
b y  

P a u l  K a t h r e i n ,  O.D. 
J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 7 7  

Mr. C n a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :  

I dm D r .  P a u l  K a t h r e i n ,  a  p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  M o n t a n a .  

I h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  f o r  2  y e a r s  a t  I r w i n  A r m y  H o s p i t a l ,  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  O p t o m e t r y ,  F t .  R i l e y ,  K a n s a s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  am i n  G r e a t  F a l l s .  

I am a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o r n e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a  D i r e c t o r  o f  

1-he M o n t a n a  O p l - o r n e t r i c  A s s o c i a i - i o n ,  a n d  a  F e l  l o w  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

A c a d e m y  o f  O p t o m e t r y .  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  y o u  t o d a y ,  t h e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o f  

t n e  d r u g s  p r o p o s e d  i n  SB 1 0 5 .  F i r s t ,  l e t  me s t a t e  t h a t  SB 1 0 5  

w i l l  & a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  t r e a t  e y e  d i s e a s e s .  I t  w i l l  p e r m i t '  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  c e r t a i n  t o p i c a l  o c u l a r  d r u g s  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 )  

f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  p u r p o s e s  o n l y .  O p p o n e n t s  h a v e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  s i d e  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  c a n  b e  d i  s e a s t r o u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n y  

y e a r s  o f  r o u t i n e  u s e  o n  m a n y ,  many  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p a t i e n t s  h a s  p r o -  

d u c e d  s u r p r i s i n g  f e w  u n e x p e c t e d  r e a c t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  a d v e r s e  r e s p o n s e  

1 - 0  t h e s e  a g e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  e x t e n s  i v e  l  y  e x a m i  n e d  b y  n u m e r o u s  r e s e a r c h e r s  

a n d ,  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  i s  t h a t  a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  r a r e .  

S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  i n v a l u a b l e  i f  n o t ,  

i n  f a c j - ,  t h e  s o l e  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  a l l  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  



STATEMENT 
o n  

SB 105 
b e f o r e  t h e  

S e n a ~ e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C o m m i t t e e  
f o r  t h e  

M o n t a n a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  

b  Y 
N. F. K e l l e r ,  O . D .  

J a n u a r y  22 ,  1977  

M r .  C h a i r m a n  a n d  members o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :  

My name i s  D r .  M .  F .  K e l  l e r .  I  am a  l  i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  

l ' i o n t a n a ,  a n d  I h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  i n  G r e a t  Fa1 I s  s i n c e  1938 .  1 am a  

lriernber o f  t h e  M o n t a n a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  a  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  Academy o f  O p i o m e f r y .  

I  am h e r e  t o d a y ,  members  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  t o  a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  

S e n a t e  B i l l  105 c r e a t e s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  new, u n u s u a l ,  o r  u n i q u e  i n  

t h e  w o r l d ,  o r  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  o f  t h i s  u n i o n .  

You m i g h t  a s k ,  i s  t h e r e  p r e c e d e n c e  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  

i - d e  t o p i c a l  d r u g s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  SB 1 0 5 ?  The  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  

i s  d e f i n i t e l y  y e s .  I n  n u m e r o u s  s t a t e s  t h e  o p t o m e t r y  law f o r  many 

y c a r s  h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e s e  t o p i c a l  d r u g s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

p u r p o s e .  E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  I n d i a n a ,  I d a h o ,  F l o r i d a ,  New J e r s e y ,  

tdevada, a n d  M i n n e s o t a .  S t a t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  l a w s  

t o  p e r m i t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  t h e s e  t o p i c a l  d r u g s  a r e :  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

O r e g o n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  Rhode  I s l a n d ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  D e l a w a r e ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  

M a i n e ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  A l a b a m a .  

I n  I n d i a n a  c p t 3 m e t r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t o p i c a l  d r u g s  l i s t e d  

i n  S B  105 s i n c e  1935 ,  4 2  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  New J e r s e y  s i n c e  1919,  5 7  y e a r s .  




