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Via email and mail: mtsupremecourt(S)mt.aov
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:

Application of David Sandier

Dear Members of the Commission:

I am writing to you about the application of David Sandier to be re-appointed to the position
of Workers' Compensation Judge. I had previously written to recommend Dave's original
application, and I write again to urge the Commission to nominate Dave again.
I know Dave well. Dave and I have been friends and colleagues since law school at the
University of Montana School of Law. I have also been involved in legal actions that Dave was
involved in, and he and I consulted over the years on cases and legal. I am also familiar with his
work as the Workers' Compensation Judge.

I originally wrote that Dave was ideally suited to become the Workers' Compensation
Judge for many reasons, including that Dave is a very fair and objective person, did not have an
agenda, and was a smart and good attorney when he represented clients. I also noted that he
had the right demeanor and personality for the position. I believe Dave has proven all of my
assertions true in his time as the Workers' Compensation Judge. I think he has been an

outstanding Judge, and is well-respected by all attorneys who have come before him. I also think
he has applied the law in a fair and rational manner, which assists all parties who litigate a
Workers' Compensation claim.

I highly recommend that Dave Sandier be re-appointed to the position of Workers'
Compensation Judge. He has served and will continue to serve the citizens of Montana very well.
Thank you for considering my opinion.
Sincerely,

By:

Gerry ^a(
Vice Pre^id^t and Shareholder
Moulton B^ngham PC
A Professional Corporation ~ Attorneys at Law
www.MOULTONBELLINGHAM.COM

July 3, 2017
Via Electronic Mail Only
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
Re:

Recommendation for Judge David Sandler

Dear Commission Members:
I write to express my enthusiastic support for Judge Sandler’s reappointment to the
Montana Workers’ Compensation Court. For the past 18 years, my practice has focused
heavily in the area of workers’ compensation, initially as counsel for insurers and
employers, and later as counsel for injured workers. It is well known that Judge Sandler
likewise represented both workers’ compensation insurers and injured workers before
Governor Bullock appointed him in August 2014. It is apparent from how he runs his
courtroom and his thorough and thoughtful opinions that his experience on both sides of a
workers’ compensation claim has served him well.
After nearly three years on the bench, it is clear that Judge Sandler has all the
attributes of an excellent jurist – he is honest, he is extremely well-prepared, his analytical
skills are second to none and, perhaps most importantly, he is committed to a just result.
Perhaps the strongest endorsement for Judge Sandler is the fact that he has widespread, if
not universal, support from workers’ compensation attorneys on both sides of the aisle and
the claims examiners who are on the front lines of these claims.
I have had the good fortune to have known Judge Sandler for 20 years. It is my
sincere hope that you recommend him to Governor Bullock for reappointment and that the
Governor reappoints him as Judge of the Montana Workers’ Compensation Court.
Thank you for your consideration.
With kind regards,
ODEGAARD BRAUKMANN LAW, PLLC

________________________________
PAUL D. ODEGAARD

William Dean Blackab\, JO, MSCC
Attoiiiy itLiw

V’.JORK COt\11’ So[ui IONS )
V

S

UeatihIackaby(igrnaH.com

V

WWW.WORKCOMPMONTANA.COM
COLUMBIA FALLS

June 30, 2017

Judicial Nomination Commission
do Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:

Application of David Sandier for Re-Appointment to
Montana Workers’ Compensation Court

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:
I write without hesitation to recommend the Hon. David Sandier for reappointment to the
position of Judge of the Montana Workers’ Compensation Court.
I have known Judge Sandier for more than fifteen years. Our professional paths have crossed
frequently in a variety of situations. I encountered him first in his capacity as a defense attorney
at Hammer, Hewitt & Sandier, PLLP. Later, after I moved to the Montana State Fund and
represented an insurer, Judge Sandier made a career transition to Bothe & Lauridsen, P.C. to
represent injured workers. Throughout those years, we worked as opposing counsel to resolve
workers’ compensation claims through discussion, mediation and litigation. Regardless of
whether he represented an insurer or an injured worker, Judge Sandier was a capable and fair
advocate for his clients.
Since Judge Sandier took the bench in 2014, I have had the opportunity to observe a case over
which he presided as well as try a case for a client before him. In both instances, the Judge
arrived well-prepared, familiar with the exhibits and records. He demonstrated himself to be an
astute and attentive trier of fact. He established authority over the proceedings while always
maintaining the appropriate professional decorum and allowing the attorneys to present the
case. His opinions have been complete, well-reasoned and written with clarity. Above all, I
appreciate that Judge Sandier approaches the disputes by emphasizing the statute as it is
written. He consistently and methodically analyzes legal authorities using the accepted
principles of statutory construction.
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In 2014, I also applied for the position for which Judge SandIer was ultimately appointed and
now seeks reappointment. As I look back at the appointment process now, after having
observed Judge Sandier on the Workers’ Compensation Court, I can fairly say that Governor
Bullock made the right choice in 2014. Judge Sandier has proven himself a capable jurist and
an asset to the Montana Workers’ Compensation System. I would urge the commission to
forward his name once again to Governor Bullock for reappointment.
Sincerely,

William Dean Blackaby
MONTANA WORK COMP SOLUTIONS
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Kevin Braun
Attorney at Law
2660 Colt Drive
East Helena, MT 59635
______________________________________________________________________
June 28, 2017
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:
I am writing to voice my support and recommendation for David Sandler to be
reappointed as Judge of the Workers’ Compensation Court. Judge Sandler brings with
him a great deal of workers’ compensation experience through having served as
defense counsel, claimant’s counsel and currently as the Judge of the Workers’
Compensation Court. It is through that breadth of experience that Judge Sandler has
earned the respect of practitioners from both the claimant’s bar and the defense bar.
Judge Sandler’s decisions demonstrate his mastery of workers’ compensation law. His
decisions are very well reasoned with a firm basis in the law. In addition, Judge Sandler
gives careful consideration to the arguments made by the parties to a dispute and he is
even handed in his decision making. Simply put, I do not believe that you can find a
more qualified candidate to be the Judge of the Workers’ Compensation Court and I
offer my full support for the reappointment of Judge Sandler.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in support of Judge Sandler’s
reappointment.
Sincerely,

Kevin Braun,
Attorney at Law

