Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 11:30 AM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

From: Larry Murphy [mailto:lamurphy1946@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2016 1:55 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Edmund F. Sheehy, Jr

To The Judicial Nomination Commission:

| am writing in support of Ed Sheehy as an applicant for appointment as District Judge for the 5th Judicial District.

Ed and | have known each other for over 35 years as opposing attorneys, as co-counsel, as co-workers, as his supervisor
and as friends. Ed is intelligent, knowledgable, caring and hardworking; he has a brilliant legal mind with an incredible

grasp of case law.

He has an extensive legal background in both civil and criminal law, and has a long history of trying difficult cases. His
ethics are beyond reproach.

| believe his legal skills and trial experience will enhance his ability to sit on the bench in the 5th Judicial District.

| respect the Honorable Loren Tucker, and appreciate his service. | also believe that Ed Sheehy will be a worthy
successor.

It is my hope that the Commission will forward Ed's name to the Governor for consideration.

Lawrence A. Murphy
Attorney at Law (Ret.)
Clancy, MT
406-439-8080



Judicial Nomination Commission
% Lois Menzes
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 23005
Helena, Montana

59620-3005

Gentlemen:

It is with great pleasure I recommend Edwin F.
Sheehy Jr. for consideration for the 2017
appointment of District Court Judge for the 5"
Judicial District of Montana in recognition of his
outstanding belief in justice and judicial
temperament.

Ed has excellent abilities to apply the law to the
facts and understand how a judicial decision will
affect the human beings appearing before the court.

As a retired Federal Prosecutor and former
Montana County Attorney opposing him, I have
been impressed with his ability to communicate
with counsel, jurors, witnesses, and parties calmly
and courteously. He has demonstrated the
willingness to consider what is said on all sides of a
debatable proposition. He has always shown



patience, open-mindedness, courtesy, tact,
punctuality, and common sense.

Ed is people oriented, and shows compassion
for the victim as well as the accused. He works
hard to arrive at decisions that benefit the general
public as well as the parties.

A0
915 W Gald St.
Butte, Montana
Retired Assistant
U.S. Attorney.
Former Powder River
County Attorney.



Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 9:01 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

From: Scott, Steven

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 1:27 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Comment for Edmund Sheehy Jr.

I have known Mr. Sheehy for 6 years and he is a wise, thoughtful and dedicated man who would make an
excellent judge. | had the privilege of doing several jury trials with Mr. Sheehy and was always impressed with his
knowledge of the law and his abilities as an attorney. Mr. Sheehy is also the type of person you can call when you have
a question or ethical issue to work through and he always has time to talk to you. He would make an excellent addition
to the judiciary in Montana.

Steven Scott

Major Crimes Unit

139 N. Last Chance Gulch
Helena, MT 59620
406-444-9262



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 9:00 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

Importance: High

From: Caughlan, Deirdre

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Ed Sheehy 5th Judicial District
Importance: High

To the Judicial Nominating Commission

| would like to encourage the Commission to consider submitting the name of my friend and colleague Ed Sheehy to the
governor for consideration of the district judge of the Fifth Judicial District.

I have known Ed since he and | were young lawyers. | always considered him to be a good lawyer. As | got to know him
better | then thought of him as a great lawyer. In 2003 Ed and | were involved in a 9 defendant federal trial in which Ed
represented a co-defendant. | It was the first time | had had the opportunity to watch an entire trial that Ed was involved
in, and his grasp of the facts, Rules of Evidence and the law was masterful. The case involved drug trafficking on the
reservation, and Ed’s knowledge and sensitivity to native issues was apparent.

Ed has been with the Office of Public Defender since before its inception in 2006. He has been an assistant public
defender in our office since 2014. It is since he joined our office that | have gotten to know Ed well, and my respect for
him as a brilliant legal mind and a compassionate man has grown. He reads all the daily orders and case law coming
from the Court. His knowledge of case law is nothing short of phenomenal. If a colleague asks me about a case, and |
don’t recall it | will advise them to ask Ed. He invariably can name the case and will print it out. He is a hard worker.

His ethics are above reproach. | respect and value his input on my cases. | believe the people of the state of Montana
and particularly the Fifth Judicial District would be well served by Ed as their District Judge. He would be a worthy
successor to the Honorable Loren Tucker.

Deirdre Caughlan
Assistant Public Defender
Butte Public Defender

66 W. Park St., Ste. 203
Butte, MT 59701
406-496-6680



To: Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.0. Box 203005
Helena, Montana 59620-3005
mitsupremecourt@mt.gov

From: Bernard F. Hubley WZ/
Former Assistant U.S. Attorney (retired)

Re. Application of Edmund F. Sheehy, Jr
Fifth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy

Date: December 1, 2016

The purpose of this memorandum is to recommend that the Judicial Nomination Commission
forward the name of Edmund F. “Ed” Sheehy, Jr. to the Governor for consideration in filling the vacancy
for Montana’s Fifth Judicial District.

Prior to the time that Mr. Sheehy became an assistant Public Defender in the Office of the Public
Defender in Region 5, and while in private practice, Mr. Sheehy was appointed to defend numerous
individuals charged with violations of federal law. Many of the cases were complicated as to both fact
and law, and presented and involved challenging and difficult clients. From the perspective of a federal
prosecutor, it was my observation that during the course of his representation of each criminal
defendant Mr. Sheehy always thoroughly studied and investigated the facts of each case, competently
educated himself as to the statutory and case law pertaining to each Indictment, and competently
advocated on behalf of each client from the outset. Mr. Sheehy was also a capable trial lawyer, well
versed in the rules of evidence, and one who always advanced the best argument available to his client,
while at all times insuring courtesy to the court, opposing counsel, and each member of the jury. He
mastered the complexity of the federal sentencing guidelines, advanced arguments favorable to his
client at sentencing, and prepared well-reasoned appeals when appropriate. His advocacy continued, if
necessary, in post-conviction proceedings. Frankly, | appreciated the thoroughness, frankness, and
competence with which he approached every case based on the facts, the law, and the client.

Having been a private practitioner who represented clients in civil matters, a federal practitioner
who faced many and varied questions pertaining to federal law, a state public defender who
encountered a vast array of issues in Montana courtrooms, and, most important, a trial lawyer who
handled many very difficult and complex cases, Mr. Sheehy offers the range of experience that should
be given serious consideration in the appointment of the next district judge for the Firth Judicial District.



K. MINOR LAW, P.C.
Kaylan Minor, Esquire
P.O. Box 1047

Dillon, MT 59725
406-240-8356
kminorlaw@gmail.com

December 1, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator VIA E-MAIL

P.O. Box 203005 mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee,

Edmund F. Sheehy, Jr. has remarkable legal experience and command of the law. 1
have taken time out of my schedule to watch him in court in an attempt to glean some best
practices from his trial work. I have also frequently turned to him for advice on cases
when faced with complex issues or questions that only a more experienced attorney such
as Ed Sheehy can answer. Thankfully, he has always been gracious and provided me with
guidance. I am sure this trait will continue if he were to serve as judge.

I consider him a tremendous asset to our legal community and I believe that he is
well qualified to serve as the Fifth Judicial District Judge.

Sincerely,

/s/ Kaylan Minor
Attorney at Law



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

From: Rickett, Cathi

Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 2:03 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment - - Sheehy

Judicial Nomination Commission:

| am honored to write this comment in support of Ed Sheehy for the position of District Court Judge in Montana'’s Fifth
Judicial District.

When inducted into the State Bar over a year ago, | was told that the Montana way of lawyering is different. Being a
new lawyer and new to the state of Montana, | had no idea what this meant until | got a job working alongside Ed. Ed is
the embodiment of the Montana lawyer. He is thorough, tenacious, and always a gentleman.

In big and small ways, | have seen Ed demonstrate these qualities. His office is next to mine. Sometimes | hear him on
the phone explaining some fine point of the law in layman’s terms to a client who probably does not get just how lucky
they are to have their legal fate resting in his capable hands. Other times, | see him “digging.” He is an avid
researcher. When my colleagues and | are stumped, Ed is our go-to person for answers. While Lexis may fail, Ed’s
wealth of knowledge and experience has yet to disappoint me.

Not only does Ed excel in his pre-trial work, he also commands a tremendous courtroom presence. | have had the
privilege of serving as Ed’s second chair in the biggest cases of my young career. Ed is a ferocious advocate for the
law. At the same time, he is gracious. During a recent trial, Ed offered a hostile witness his own reading glasses when
the witness could not read a proffered transcript. This was a light moment in an otherwise tense battle.

Nonetheless, at the trial’s end, Ed shook hands with the prosecutor as is his habit, regardless of the outcome. Ed
believes in the process. Moreover, he knows the law inside and out, and loves and respects it. Hence, | will mourn the
loss of my trusted mentor, but will take great pleasure in knowing that Judge Edmund F. Sheehy will make Montana
proud.

Sincerely,
Catherine G. Rickett

Catherine G. Rickett
Assistant Public Defender
Butte Public Defender Office
66 W. Park St., Ste. 203
Butte, MT 59701
406-496-6680



Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

From: Clague, Mike [mailto:mwclague@bsb.mt.gov]
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 12:01 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Ed Sheehy, Jr.

Judicial Nomination Commission
To whom it may concern:

| have worked with Mr. Sheehy as both a private attorney and with the Office of Public Defender. Mr. Sheehy has a
superior knowledge of the law. Mr. Sheehy has always acted with the upmost professionalism. | believe he make a
great addition to the bench in southwest Montana.

Michael W. Clague
Deputy County Attorney
Butte-Silver Bow County
155 W. Granite St.
Butte, Montana 59701

Messages and attachments sent to or from this email account pertaining to the City-County of Butte-Silver Bow business
may be considered public or private records depending on the message content (Article Il Section 9, Montana
Constitution; 2-6 MCA).



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy
Importance: High

From: Hennessey, Walter

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 4:59 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Edmund F. Sheehy Jr.

Importance: High

To: The Judicial Nomination Commission:

| have known Ed for many years, and have worked with him at OPD since 2007. Since October of 2014 | have worked
with him on a daily basis in OPDs Butte office.

Ed is a very knowledgeable lawyer. He keeps himself abreast of all the most recent developments in the law. He checks
the Courts daily orders every day to insure he stays on top of the most current developments in his field. He is also a
great advocate for his clients, and is compassionate and understanding of his client’s circumstances. Ed is a man of great
integrity and possesses one of the finest legal minds | have ever encountered.

Ed has a great deal of experience in both the civil and criminal sides of the law. He is an excellent trial lawyer as well as
being a legal scholar.

| would urge the commission to forward Ed’s name to the Governor for consideration.
Sincerely

Walter M. Hennessey
Assistant Public Defender



Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 8:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Sheehy

From: Samm Cox [mailto:sammtcox@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 5:09 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Application Ed Sheehy

To the Commission

It has been my pleasure for the past 23 years to have practiced law with Ed Sheehy. Ed's work as a lawyer and
public defender is well documented. It is also well known that Ed is a scholar and a gentleman. And even
though, through the years we have found ourselves on different sides of the courtroom in each and every case,
he has exhibited professionalism above and beyond. He has the ability to zealously advocate for his clients
while maintaining respect and decorum for the Court and the opposition.

I truly believe you should consider Ed for the position of district court judge. It has been my experience that Ed
displays those rare characteristics which allow for a smooth transition from advocate to arbiter. He is kind,
compassionate and caring. He has the ability to view each issue from both sides and I know that he would be a
neutral and dedicated judge. He also has that ability to bring both sides together in mediating fair and honest
resolutions to complicated issues.

Please consider him carefully for the opening and if chosen, I know he would greatly contribute to the bench,
the bar and the community.

Sincerely,
Samm T. Cox

Chief Deputy County Attorney
Butte-Silver Bow



ANN M. SHEA

3547 Hartford Ave.
Butte, MT 59701
(406) 490-5563

VIA EMAIL mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
December 1, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Officer of Court Administrator

Re: 5™ Judicial District Judge Applicant Edmund Sheehy

To Whom it May Concern:

I am pleased to submit this letter supporting Edmund Sheehy’s application for the 5™ Judicial
District Court Judge position. As a Deputy County Attorney for Butte-Silver Bow, I have had
the opportunity to work with Ed as opposing counsel on numerous criminal cases. As recent as
this past September, Ed and I participated in a week long homicide trial and a felony theft trial.
In all cases, Ed has shown the utmost professionalism toward all parties. In fact, I find Ed to be
the most collegial attorney I have ever had the pleasure to work with and against.

Even with the burgeoning caseload public defender’s face today, Ed has given each and every
client his full attention. It is readily apparent to anyone practicing law with and against Ed, that
he has a great command of Montana law. Every motion filed is well thought out and supported
by well-reasoned argument and legal authority.

In summary, I believe that Ed has all the qualification and knowledge needed to be a district
court judge and I whole heartedly support his application for the 5™ Judicial District Court
position.
Sincerely,

I o

Ann M. Shea
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