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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 11:28 AM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Pat Knapp [mailto:sprtdrk@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2016 7:13 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Jed Fitch judicial nomination  
 
I would like to take the time to show support in the nomination of Mr. Jed Fitch for district court judge for the 
5th Judicial District. I have known Mr. Fitch for approximately 5 years. I have seen Mr. Fitch in the court room 
and witness in my opinion a very professional and knowledgeable man whom plays no favorites. There is no 
grey area. I should know because I am a man whom was prosecuted by him. He showed me no mercy and 
changed my life... for the better. I feel this district needs such a man of Jed's conviction. He will make the right 
choices while being seated behind that bench. He has proven time and time again throughout his life that he can 
and will be successful in whatever path he chooses. I think it is in the best interest of this great state to give Mr. 
Fitch this nomination. Thank you for your time. 
Patrick W. Knapp  







November 11, 2016 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena MT 59620-3005 
 

To the Judicial Nomination Committee: 

I write today in support of the application of Jed C. Fitch for the position of District Court Judge for the 
5th District of Montana.  I have been fortunate to witness his dedication and passion for the law in my 
work with him. 

In the time I have known Jed, I have witnessed an astute legal mind, a student of the law and a fair 
litigator. He is a person who has dedicated his professional life to the service of others. I believe his 
service as an officer in the Marine Corps, as Deputy County Attorney in Custer County, and now serving 
as the Beaverhead County Attorney, have molded him into the person and attorney that he is today.  
These are often thankless positions by nature, but Jed inherently sees the value of serving others in life 
and in our judicial system. 

It is vital for a judge to be impartial within court proceedings and in the interactions with prosecution, 
defense, defendants and more.  Jed has the capacity to be impartial and has demonstrated this in 
discussions where he has explained the law and processes from multiple points of view.   It is also 
important for a judge to be able to relate to and communicate with a variety of people.  Jed possesses 
these skills in spades and all of these qualities will serve him well in his role as a judge. 

Jed has always been willing to help others, as allowed within his role. As stated, Jed has a keen legal 
mind. He can reference case law, code and opinions clearly and articulately.  He is also able to explain 
complex legal processes in ways which are easily understood and his knowledge has been invaluable.  

Jed has remained rooted in and committed to Southwest Montana.  The 5th District of Montana will 
benefit from this commitment to the people and the region as well as his steadfastness and passion for 
the law.   Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments. It is a privilege to support the 
application and nomination of Jed C. Fitch. 

 

Sincerely,  

Molly M. Molloy 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 4:00 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Q S‐H [mailto:expertvictor16@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 13, 2016 9:52 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Jed Fitch's application for 5th Judicial District Judge 
 
13 November 2016 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620‐3005  
 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
My wife and I retired to Dillon 21 years ago, but we continued our consulting business in animal nutrition, nationally and 
internationally (Pacific Northwest and west central Canada, as well as Rome, Italy, for FAO and Vietnam for US Grains 
Council), through 2008. Since that time we have both been active in community service, she at the Beaverhead County 
Museum and I with the American Legion Post #20. 
 
I have known Jed Fitch through our participation in Post #20 American Legion activities for nearly a decade. He has been 
a regular participant in the firing squad rendering honors at Mountain View Cemetery in Dillon. This activity can require 
quite a bit of time and preparation, depending upon the circumstances. One always has to "suit up”:  tie, cover and 
white shirt, plus winter gear if it is a frosty January. 
 
As a Naval officer in Vietnam I had to depend upon the US Marines for support while doing near‐shore hydrographic 
work (data collection for chart making). More than just sharing stories of our experiences, I have an appreciation for 
what our background experiences mean in terms of solving problems, meeting challenges for which our military 
experience translates relatively easily to honest and fair outcomes. Being a good leader/judge requires a goodly amount 
of empathy and the ability to objectively look at the evidence/data and come to an unbiased conclusion. Time served in 
the combat zone, in addition to Fitch’s other experiences outlined in his application for the judgeship, shows me that he 
is uniquely qualified for making the tough, yet fair, decisions a judge must make, be they criminal, civil, or other 
domestic issues requiring thoughtful deliberations. 
 
In my opinion, Jed Fitch is extremely well suited to become our next district court judge. It is my sincere hope that he 
will be selected for this judgeship. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Q.D. Stephen‐Hassard 
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P.O. Box 710 
Dillon, Montana 59725‐0710 
(406)683‐2261 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, and Governor Bullock.



It's my honor to recommend Jed Fitch to replace the Hon. Loren Tucker, as he prepares to retire as 
Judge from Montana's Fifth Judicial District.



I've known Jed both professionally and personally since 2008. Our children play baseball together, 
we've worked together on community projects, and I've witnessed firsthand Jed's passion for both 
the law and public service as we've toiled through legislation together in Helena, he as a member of 
County Attorneys Assoc. and me as his elected member of the State Assembly.



Jed has a work ethic that is second to none, but more importantly, his integrity and his detail to 
fairness is equally as impressive. There is no grey area with Jed, he's straight forward, tough when 
he needs to be, but still has a compassion that sets him apart from many in his field.



Jed is a quiet, confident leader in our community, and that has earned him great respect. He has 
shown leadership in many volunteer roles, he's also shown leadership when taking a stand as our 
prosecutor and in representing Beaverhead County residents as lead council to our commissioners 
as they conduct their business. Jed has withstood the election process as a three term County 
Attorney,  this not only lends itself well to someone who will have run for the position, but it speaks 
well, as to how his peers feel about him as a person and his service to the public.



Jed is well read, well spoken, and is one on my favorite people to engage in a conversation with both 
professional, as well as personally.  He is always fair minded, with a unique ability to debate and 
discuss all sides of any issue that we discuss. Jed is also very approachable, and is equally 
respectful to all people that he encounters. I feel that all these attributes bode well to being both fair 
and impartial from the bench.



Respectfully,







Current Representative & Senator Elect

Jeff Welborn, Dillon


































 

















Cheryl Hren 
P.O. Box 948 
Dillon,  MT  59725 
 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena,  MT  59620-3005 
 
 
 
 
RE:  Jed C. Fitch 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
 
I am writing this letter to oppose Jed C. Fitch for Judge of the Fifth Judicial District.  I have known Mr. 
Fitch since he moved to Beaverhead County and became County Attorney.  My family has been involved 
in a land dispute in this County and has requested help from Mr. Fitch in his capacity of County Attorney 
on numerous occasions.  Mr. Fitch has declined to be involved when we were threatened with guns, had 
our property destroyed, stolen and gates left open.  Sheriff Reports have been filed but Mr. Fitch has 
declined to have the County Attorney’s Office file charges.   He did become involve when a fence was 
destroyed and a gate put in on our property by the other party.  When we re-installed the fence he 
charged our family with misdemeanors but the other party was not charged with destroying private 
property or threatening us and a friend with a gun.  Mr. Fitch has used the power of the County 
Attorney’s Office to take sides in this land dispute instead of letting the Court clarify a prescriptive 
easement.  What few legal private property rights we have left, Mr. Fitch ignores or twists so that he 
does not have to enforce them.    Mr. Fitch’s inaction has emboldened the other party to continue to 
threaten us and destroy and steal our property because they know that there are no legal ramifications.  
We have tried to talk to Mr. Fitch but he does not want to hear from us and has made his position 
perfectly clear.  
 
 
I have read Mr. Fitch’s application and he has correctly identified himself as arrogant.  In my case, I 
believe that he has already made himself judge, jury, perhaps president and deity.   There is no need to 
hear our side or see all the facts because he has  already made up his mind.  Mr. Fitch in my opinion 
should not be given the power a District Judge welds because he lacks the maturity, open mindedness, 
knowledge, impartiality and most importantly compassion for the victim.  
 
 
 
                                                                                   
 



                                                                                           -2- 
 
         
 
 I was born and raised in Beaverhead county and have ranched with my parents here for over 80 years.  
County attorneys have come and gone and we have never had any interaction with them as law abiding 
and contributing members of our community.  Under Mr. Fitch's time in office myself and the two 
remaining members of my immediate family, after my parents death within the year,  have been 
arrested, and threatened with prosecution.   While Mr. Fitch helps the other party he has cost us 
financially, time and the mental and physical stress associated with our situation.  After I completed this 
letter, I debated on whether to send it to the committee for fear of retaliation by Mr. Fitch but decided 
it was important for the committee to see a different side of Mr. Fitch.  I hope I did not make the wrong 
decision.  
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
Cheryl Hren 
 



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: November 29, 2016 
 
To: Judicial Nomination Commission 
  C/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 

 
Re:  Public Comment Sought on 5th Judicial Judge Applicants 
 
Dear Judicial Nominations Commission, 
 
I understand that the current Beaverhead County Attorney, Jed C. Fitch, has applied for 
the vacated position through the retirement of the Honorable Judge Loren Tucker in the 
Fifth Judicial District Court.  
 
My tenure with the Beaverhead County Sheriff’s Office presented the ability to work 
with several District Court Judges. Jed Fitch applied for an opening as a County Attorney 
here in Beaverhead County on May 5, 2008. He came at a time when law enforcement 
and the judicial system in the Beaverhead County were backlogged and severely un-
productive.  
 
Through my daily interactions with Jed, I found him as well-educated, thoughtful and 
productive individual. Jed also demonstrated to me as an individual who exhibits 
integrity, ethics, professionalism and hardworking. Ultimately, Jed developed a very 
productive County Attorney’s Office, by working hard with the Dillon Police 
Department, Sheriff’s Office, Fish and Game, State Authorities, CASA, (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) and local Child Protection Team.  
 
On a personal level, Jed made an effort to establish himself in the community, working 
and participating with the local service entities. Jed also is a devoted and dedicated 
family man. 
 
I strongly encourage the Commission to nominate Jed C. Fitch to the Fifth Judicial 
District Court vacancy. 
 
Sincerely,  
Sheriff Jay T. Hansen, Retired 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Kurt Steadman [mailto:kurtsteadman@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 3:29 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter of Support for Jed C. Fitch as the next District Court Judge for the 5th Judicial District 
 

  

My name is Kurt Steadman and I am currently an Associate Professor of Business at the University of Montana 
Western.  I practiced law in Dillon for approximately eight years and handled many cases with Mr. Fitch as the 
opposing attorney.   

  

I write these comments in support of Jed C. Fitch to become the next District Court Judge for the 5th Judicial 
District of Montana.  I highly recommend that he be appointed to the bench and ask that you consider the 
following items as you review his qualifications as a candidate: 

  

         Mr. Fitch has served as the Beaverhead County Attorney since May of 2008.  He has been 
reelected 3 times. He has represented the people of this county and the State of Montana very 
well.  He works hard for his constituents and puts the time and effort into getting the job 
done.    

         Mr. Fitch has been very community oriented as I have personally seen him volunteer his 
time and serve on various boards and in community organizations such as the Dillon Jaycees 
and  the University of Montana Western's University Council.  In addition, he has given 
presentations at various events to help educate and inform the community. 

         Through his career, Mr. Fitch has handled many different types of legal cases that 
encompass various bodies of law.  He has vast courtroom experience.  I have seen, as both an 
opposing counsel and as a spectator, Mr. Fitch in all types of  court hearings and trials.  He does 
a commendable job handling the fast pace and complex situations that arise in a courtroom 
setting.  He has always been well prepared and presented himself appropriately in court.  I 
believe he is very well suited to handle the rigors and demands that are placed on a District 
Court Judge.   

         When practicing as an opposing counsel I believe I was always treated fairly and honestly 
by Mr. Fitch even while we were both advocating for our clients' positions.  Mr. Fitch is the 
type of attorney that I could rely on his word.  Even months after we had verbally discussed 



2

various aspects of a case and came to and understanding or agreement, Mr. Fitch would stand 
by what he agreed to.  A person of this caliber is who we need as our District Court Judge.  

  

For the above reasons, I urge this Commission to recommend Mr. Fitch to the Governor and I likewise strongly 
urge the Governor to select Mr. Fitch to be the next District Court Judge of the Montana 5th Judicial District.   

  

I would be happy to answer any questions or concerns that you may have.  

  

  

Sincerely,  

  

Kurt W. Steadman, JD  

























November 30, 2016 
 
Via Email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 Re: Application of Jed C. Fitch 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:  
 
I believe that Jed C. Fitch is an excellent candidate and should be selected to replace 
Judge Tucker in the 5th Judicial District.  
 
I first met Jed in the summer of 2013, when he hired me to become his Deputy County 
Attorney.  I had just finished a one-year clerkship with Justice Morris on the Montana 
Supreme Court.  After working with Jed for a year, I returned to work with Judge Morris 
in the United States District Court in Great Falls.  I am now an associate attorney at 
Garlington, Lohn and Robinson, PLLP, in Missoula.  I have kept in touch with Jed and am 
excited for the opportunity to support his application for judge of the 5th Judicial District.  
 
When I moved to Dillon, I was impressed with how engaged Jed was in the community.  
Jed devoted hours to various community activities, including the Jaycees and several 
veterans groups.  After the County Fair, Jed gave me multiple pounds of lamb meat from 
a 4-H lamb that he had purchased.  Jed felt that it was important to support the 4-H 
students and to ensure they had the money to participate in 4-H again the next year, so he 
bought the lamb even knowing that his family could not eat all of the meat themselves.  
Jed has set down deep roots and understands the community well.  This background will 
help him to understand the litigants and the defendants who appear before him if he is 
appointed judge.  
 
As County Attorney, Jed runs a tight ship.  He keeps a close eye on all of his cases and 
quickly develops a sense of what outcome he believes would be fair.  Some defendants 
need treatment, and he works to ensure that they will be placed in a treatment program to 
give them the opportunity to reenter society.  Other defendants commit horrific crimes or 
are repeat offenders, and Jed understands that society must be protected from them.  Jed 
also understands that he cannot take every single case to trial, and he has developed a 
sense for which cases should be taken to trial, and which cases could be effectively dealt 
with through a plea agreement.  As a judge, I expect Jed will continue to demonstrate 
good judgment as he decides what would constitute a fair sentence to impose on a 
defendant.   



 
Jed’s trial court experience as a prosecutor will be invaluable if he is appointed judge.  
During trial, judges are forced to make multiple split-second rulings on a variety of 
objections.  An inexperienced judge who is unfamiliar with these objections may make a 
bad ruling that could substantially prejudice one party’s rights, and even result in a 
mistrial.  Unlike most civil lawyers, Jed is quite familiar with trial court proceedings.  His 
experience will help to ensure that he makes proper rulings from his first day on the job. 
 
Jed also has substantial experience in the types of cases that he will preside over if he is 
appointed as judge.  In addition to prosecuting criminal cases, Jed has represented the 
State in numerous dependency and neglect cases, and he has handled multiple juvenile 
cases and civil commitment cases.  Each of these areas of the law are quite specialized.  
Jed already understands these intricacies, including the substantial protections Montana 
law provides for parental rights, for the best interests of the child, and for juveniles.  
 
Finally, I believe that Jed would exhibit the correct balance of authority and empathy as a 
judge.  I expect that he will treat lawyers and litigants with respect and allow them to 
fully and fairly present their position.  At the same time, however, Jed’s military 
background and command voice ensures that he will have full control of his courtroom.  
As a practicing attorney in Montana, I look forward to appearing before Judge Fitch.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Emma L. Mediak 
 
Garlington, Lohn & Robinson, PLLP 
350 Ryman St. 
Missoula, MT 59803 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:35 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Roger & Cyndie Thompson [mailto:rczchome@hughes.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 6:27 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment-Judicial District Nominees 
 
 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission, 
  
By no means do you require any input on your difficult task ahead on determining the persons who will fill these 
upcoming District Court positions.  This person directly affects my position as a law enforcement official and the ability 
to conduct ethical and honest investigations that could lead to their court.  We have an ethical court now with Judge 
Tucker.  He and I have a good professional relationship and I respect his decisions, even though we have not always 
agreed.  I am fine with that because of the effort and thought he has always put into his decisions.  The bottom line is 
that I know you and I both want an honest and ethical court system.  There are several on the list that would make fine 
judges and have a high work ethic.   
  
There also exists on the list of applicants several whom concern me because of their ethics and work motives.  Given 
your combined experience, I feel comfortable your selection will be of high quality.  I also know that after interviewing 
hundreds of applicants for law enforcement jobs, interviews do not always show the true person which is ultimately 
discovered in the background investigation.  I am expressing my desire that the background process be clear and 
convincing and that the right person is selected for the job.  I know you do not need my opinion but it is important to me 
the participation of the public in our government system is needed more than ever.    
  
The one question that has always come to mind when judges have been selected during my career is will the person 
remain impartial, make the hard decisions, and do what is right under the law for all of the people.  I am only offering 
this perspective because from the gallery of the courtroom, I do not want to see a judge who uses their position to 
further their own personal agenda.  I have seen this occur and the public remains in danger because the defendant 
becomes the only concern of the court, and the public concern is forgotten.  I have also seen where people have been 
needlessly put through the court system when a better alternative was available.  We need judges that have common 
sense and the integrity to do the difficult job ahead of them. 
 
There are many qualified applicants on your list of choices.  Because of my experience with several and because of the 
reasons I have mentioned above, I would gladly recommend two people on the list of applicants whom I feel would do a 
good job.  They are: 
 
Lori Harshbarger 
Jed Fitch      
 
Thank you for your time. 
  
  

Roger Thompson 
Madison County Sheriff 
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671 Middle Road 
Sheridan, Montana  59749 
(406) 842-7983 
 
  
  

 

























December 1, 2017 
 
Dear Judicial Nominating Commission, 
 
Today is the deadline for submitting a letter of support for Jed C. Fitch, currently serving as the 
Beaverhead County Attorney, who is seeking the appointment as Judge for the 5th Judicial 
District. 
 
I have known Jed Fitch for over 10 years.  I have known Jed as a neighbor, co-worker, and 
subordinate.  He was a good neighbor.  That alone says a lot about him, in my opinion. 
 
For the last several years Jed has been on the Board of Directors of the Montana County 
Attorneys Association, an organization I have worked for since 2001.  In that capacity I have 
seen him be a leader and a servant.  His peers hold Jed in great esteem and affection.  When it’s 
time to take charge, Jed can do that.  His persona is commanding.  He is able to lead people.  He 
is also a good servant.  Whenever I’ve needed help organizing a meeting or unload a van full of 
meeting materials, or cleaning up after a function, I look for Jed.  He is in the Association’s 
leadership track.  I’ll hate to see him leave if he is appointed District Judge, but I truly believe he 
can do more good on the judge’s bench than as the county attorney. 
 
Beyond that,  I’ve been in many, many meetings with Jed and have seen his direct, common 
sense approach to the complex and difficult questions that come to the county attorneys.  As 
often as not Jed’s perspective has been the basis for a consensus among and between a very 
diverse, opinionated group of attorneys.   
 
I believe he is passionate about seeing justice done for each and every person he deals with as the 
Beaverhead County Attorney.   
 
I have read his application for the position he is seeking, and it is truly impressive.  I have also 
read some of the other support letters the Judicial Nominating Commission has received.  Most 
impressive to me was the letter from a person Jed prosecuted.  That letter says it all in my 
opinion.  That life was changed for the better due to Jed’s efforts, which must have been quite a 
combination of firmness and compassion.  Who knows where that life may have gone without 
Jed’s intervention?  
 
I am pleased to support Jed’s application, and am honored to have been asked by him to do so.  
Sorry for the late arrival.  If you have any questions or if I  can provide the Commission with 
additional information, please give me a call. 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
 
Jim Smith 
406-443-1570 
406-949-1002 
 



 
  
 
 



November 30, 2016 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Committee: 
 
I am writing this letter as a recommendation for Jed C. Fitch to fill the position of Judge for the 5th 
Judicial District of Montana. 
 
I have had the pleasure of knowing Jed on both a professional and personal level since he first came to 
Beaverhead County in 2008. We first met when Jed joined the Dillon Jaycees and we have been friends 
ever since. During our time in the Jaycees Jed exemplified what it is to be a leader and showed his 
commitment to the community that he served. Jed chaired many of the organizations projects including 
being the President and Chairman of the rodeo and his hard work and dedication proved successful as the 
Jaycees had their best year to date. Even though Jed exhausted out of the Dillon Jaycees he has continues 
to be a source of consultation with group decisions which goes to show how much his opinion is 
respected. 
 
As a friend one could not ask for better and I am honored to call Jed a friend. Our children have grown up 
together, learned to ski together and played football and baseball together. Considering his busy schedule 
Jed has always made time for his children. Jed and I have coached our sons in baseball and football and 
helped them during their time in the little skiers programs. 
 
Recently my family went through a very difficult matter, the details of which I don’t wish to discuss but I 
was very thankful to have Jed as our county attorney. During this matter Jed felt that, due to his 
professional relationship with the defendant’s mother and his friendship with me, he should remove 
himself as the prosecuting attorney and sent the matter to Assistant Attorney General Joel Thompson. 
Though Jed removed himself he was there every step of the way supporting my family and me as a friend. 
It was a very uncertain and frustrating time but Jed continually reassured me that justice would be done 
and that measures would be put in place to assure that what happened to my daughter would not happen 
to anyone else.  
 
Jed has been an inspiration for me and I am honored to call him a friend. He is extremely knowledgeable 
and well spoken. I very much enjoy our discussions and debates and have learned so many things from 
him to help round out my life and for that I am extremely grateful. Jed is community minded, 
hardworking, knowledgeable and well rounded. He doesn’t play favorites and he knows the law so that 
being said in my opinion Jed would be the best choice for the position of Judge for the 5th Judicial District 
of Montana. 
 
Thank you for your time 
 
Jack Bergeson 



John W. Parker 
24 Missouri Bend 

Great Falls, MT  59404 
 

December 1, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Re:  Fifth Judicial District Court Judgeship 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing to support the nomination of Jed C. Fitch to serve as the next District Judge in the Fifth Judicial 

District.  Jed is a hard-working, tenacious individual with a sharp legal mind.  I know he will do an 

outstanding job. 

I first met Jed when we both started law school in the fall of 1996 and we have been close friends ever 

since. I also currently serve with Jed on the Board of Directors of the Montana County Attorneys 

Association.  Jed is a strong leader within our organization.  We hold him in the highest regard based on 

his keen intellect, winning personality and his commitment to justice and fairness.  He has been 

remarkably successful in communicating with legislators of both parties about bills promoting public 

safety.   

Jed has demonstrated his commitment to his community in a number of ways, including service as 

Chairman of the local rodeo in Dillon.  Jed believes in public service.  He has worked as a Deputy County 

Attorney and County Attorney and served our county as a United States Marine JAG Officer stationed in 

Iraq. 

Most importantly, Jed believes deeply in the American legal system.  He has an unwavering commitment 

to the principles set forth in the Montana Constitution and the Constitution of the United States.  He will 

take every step to ensure litigants and their counsel are treated fairly in his courtroom, particularly those 

appearing pro se.  He will consistently do what is right without regard to political pressure. 

Thank you for your consideration of Jed C. Fitch, Beaverhead County Attorney, for the position of District 

Court Judge.  Please feel free to contact me at (406) 868-3695 if you have any further questions. 

 

John W. Parker 
Cascade County Attorney 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission Members and Governor Steve Bullock, 
 
My name is George Warner.  I have served as Mayor of Dillon and subsequently on the Dillon 
City Council.  I also represented Governor Martz on the State Aeronautics Commission and 
Beaverhead County as Chairman of the Airport Board.  I have participated in public and personal 
litigation in the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction, the District Court and have briefed the Montana 
Supreme Court Pro se in that capacity.  I offer the following objections, recommendations, 
information and advice on the Fifth Judicial District Court Judge appointment you seek to fulfill. 
 
I object to the nomination and subsequent appointment of Jed Clayton Fitch to this position, and 
offer condensed illustrations to inform you of my concern. 
 
The applicants’ submittal is deficient as to a complete and honest answer in regard to question 
#25 of the application: DV-14-13773 Graham v. Scott, WRIT OF MANDAMUS, Hearing on 
December 23, 2014, and Order issued February 12, 2015. This falls within the questions 
guidelines and was omitted from the application yet appears to meet the requirement of 
necessary inclusion. Walter E. Congdon, phone 406-925-1351 was opposing Counsel in this case 
which was Tried before the Hon. Loren Tucker, phone 683-3745.  Although the Order is 
enlightening in its comprehensive form, my testimony regarding this incident will additionally 
inform you of my concern. 
The facts in the case are summarized as follows:  The WRIT OF MANDAMUS was a result of a 
Petition for Recall of members of the Dillon City Council.  It demanded that Scott in her capacity 
of Clerk and Recorder hold election upon her own certification of Recall which had sufficient 
electoral signatures to proceed.  Scott refused to do so upon advice of Fitch who determined in 
his capacity of County Attorney to advise Scott to subordinate her duties and act in violation of a 
defined statutory requirement.  Fitch as County Attorney represented Scott at hearing (his 
personal position) and in effect represented the City Council members’ position that a public 
meeting was not held in violation of Montana law.  The Court held in its Order that the Petition 
was sufficient, that there was evidence that a “Third party” (Fitch) could have prosecuted for 
Official Misconduct if he so deemed appropriate, and ordered that Scott hold election upon the 
Recall.  The final result entailed the resignation of all accused Council members accept one who 
was subsequently Recalled by special election from office. 
My personal involvement in this case resulted from litigation of the underlying issue commonly 
referred to as the Brenneke/Warner “water meter cases”.  Two separate yet mostly identical Civil 
cases were the background cause for the City Council members unlawful acts, the removal of 
City Attorney Gilbert and subsequent confirmation of City Attorney Dolan by the City Council 
occurred at a regular Council meeting.  The next morning found the President of the Council 
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circulating a document requesting action to retain Gilbert who was the attorney of record.  The 
document was drafted by Gilbert but was hand delivered by the President of the Council to Judge 
Tucker for Judge Tucker’s and Judge Larson’s consideration.  He was promptly informed that 
communication should and would be through his attorney of record and that filing was denied.  
As I was a party to this litigation I was informed of the incident and immediately visited County 
Attorney Fitch as to my concern.  I expressed the position that this was official misconduct as an 
open meeting violation and steered him to MCA 45-7-401 which he reviewed, initially indicating 
that “official misconduct is not a crime”.  In disbelief I asked him to identify what the contents 
heading of Title 45 described, whereupon after further review he stated “Crimes”.  He further 
expressed that he wasn’t going to do anything about it though, as he intended to run for political 
office in the future and would not pursue this kind of action.  Although this statement disturbed 
me it also disturbed Mr. Walter E. Congdon an additional witness to the statement made by Mr.  
Fitch.  Mr.Congdon became the future Counsel representing the prevailing Party for the Recall 
Petition. 
 
The poor judgment illustrated by this example has led me to believe that his priorities are 
personal and political and do not serve the Public in a manner consistent with a standard of care 
which demonstrates a fair and equitable venue for just decisions.  If this were the only example I 
could pardon it for steep learning curve or just an isolated mistake, however without going into 
great detail I offer the following as additional conduct defining poor judgment. 
 
A property was confiscated under the provisions of the drug forfeiture laws by his predecessor 
and an Order issued by Judge Tucker. After Jed Fitch became County Attorney the Sheriff at the 
time used drug forfeiture funds to pay delinquent County taxes to prevent tax foreclosure as an 
interest had been purchased from the County Treasurer.  Tax payments from the legal owner had 
been refused and transfer according to the Order had not been perfected to alternate ownership.  
A public use had been identified by the City (a different jurisdiction) and was being pursued. The 
Sheriff raised concern as to avoidance of mandated statutory sale provisions.  Ultimately a filed 
private real property lien was discovered and presented to the Court.  Judge Tucker overturned 
his previous ruling.  This ruling however was somewhat moot as statutory time of five years to 
perfect the transfer had been exceeded by the County and their right of Order had expired.  How 
does a County pay taxes off budget to its self without public process?  How does the right of a 
separate public jurisdiction over rule the statutory provision for public sale?  Why would an 
Order awarding property not be perfected by the legal public officials with a duty to do the 
same? 
 
Airport leased property is requiring “named insured” policies be issued to the County for liability 
purposes.  County Attorney Fitch has issued opinions that the County can require this without 
legal basis claimed or simply because the Counties insurance carrier requires it.  This issue has 
but two possibilities in current law.  Either you own the property through (Incorporeal rights) as 
defined in the specific statue or you lease/rent the property for the period of the contract.  The 
ninth circuit court of appeals has ruled that renters cannot provide for the liability of the landlord 
(the property owner), additionally if you own the property rights through the temporary 
contractual/statutory provisions can you be forced to insure?  This criticism is not demanding a 
clear and concise opinion on a difficult legal issue but illustrates that the public has asked in 
fairly studied course a fair question which has been largely ignored in response.  If a District 
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Court Judge answers or Orders in the same manner as this example he would obviously breed 
public contempt. 
 
As County Attorney the office requires oversight of several Public bodies which include schools 
and hospital districts.  The assets of which are Public and have certain requirements as to their 
acquisition and disposal.  The Statues are fairly clear as to purchase ability by the school and or 
hospital as long as they conform within submitted budgetary requirements and this authority is 
given to the separate boards.  Disposal of Public assets however require involvement of the 
County Commission which is empowered with the ultimate authority to manage the final 
disposition of the asset.  Under the tenure of Jed Fitch as County Attorney improper disposal for 
various reasons has occurred three times in my opinion. The worst and largest incident involved 
Barrett Memorial Hospital.  I personally questioned Mr. Fitch in a County Commissioners 
meeting as to this circumstance.  His only answer was that the Hospital District Board could do 
“whatever they want” in regard to this asset.  It was demonstrated by example; the appraised 
value/loss of this asset and also the mandatory statutory requirements which was again 
repeatedly answered by Mr. Fitch with the previous inadequate response.  This action has 
benefitted a private corporation with questionable benefit to the Public. The other two public 
properties had similar yet different public entities/concerns but suffice to say the “disposal” was 
not according to statue nor necessarily in the Publics best interest.   
 
A Dillon City police officer with close to seventeen years’ experience questioned County 
Attorney Fitch on legal concerns regarding the authority to enforce City and State laws upon 
review of certain documents or the lack thereof.  As his superiors were in some way conflicted 
he felt that his approach to the County Attorney could alleviate his concerns or offer alternative 
views on his informal investigation. However the response was not to his personal approach but 
was to the very officials he felt unable to consult for the obvious violations he could determine.  
The letter stated that the County Attorney questioned whether he could or would ever prosecute 
an arrest made by the long term officer on the basis that he did not follow protocol or was 
incompetent in regards to his profession.  Therefore an official conducting himself in good faith 
went to his best available resource for advice only to have him expose his legal concerns to the 
very offenders he was concerned with.  He was not entertained with the meeting he requested or 
the advice he did seek to appropriately further or finish his investigation.   
 
The examples I have illustrated to you are in no way complete in volume or substance yet 
indicate a pattern of behavior and a perception of duty which does not represent the public at 
large.  Jed Fitch is a “good old boy”, socially I accept him and politically he is capable.  But his 
skills as a Public official to this point in his career lead me to believe he needs more experience 
and honest productive results to be considered for this position he seeks. I envision a Fitch Court 
would be a pass through venue for economically disadvantaged individuals finding themselves 
battling bureaucratic monsters such as the Department of Public Health and Human Services 
with unlimited resources.  Their only defense relegated to a choice consisting of a public 
defender with limited experience or talent recommending a plea agreement which would 
alleviate them of any Rights granted through our Constitution or a futile court hearing with a 
predictable outcome.  However I also believe that those of resources and abilities would inundate 
the Montana Supreme Court with needless appeals resulting in remands or overturned outcomes 
which I know are not either in the Courts’ or Publics best interest. 
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In contrast I would like to support Roberta R. Zenker as a nominee based on the legal experience 
as both a prosecutor and defense attorney.  Although I do not personally know Roberta, Public 
Officials that I deeply respect and others from Madison County have spoken highly of her.  I am 
also aware of federal land use litigation represented successfully by Zenker which benefitted all 
of us in Montana.  I believe from my review of Zenkers’ career that anyone would get a fair and 
equitable hearing in her Court. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information, documents, or additional 
clarification if necessary to make your important recommendation or decision. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
George C. Warner    406-660-5520 
 
Sent via electronic only without signature, call or contact if required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



K. MINOR LAW, P.C.          
Kaylan Minor, Esquire 
P.O. Box 1047           
Dillon, MT 59725           
406-240-8356 
kminorlaw@gmail.com 
 
December 1, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator     VIA E-MAIL 
P.O. Box 203005       mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Committee, 
 
 Thank you for soliciting comments regarding the applicants for the Fifth Judicial District 
Court Judge.  As an attorney practicing law primarily in the Fifth Judicial District, Judge Tucker’s 
retirement evokes in me a feeling of loss and his departure leaves an immense vacancy.  My hope 
is that the next judge will have the same commitment and care for the community and breadth of 
experience.     
  
 I believe that Jed Clayton Fitch is amply suited to serve the Beaverhead, Jefferson, and 
Madison County communities as the Fifth Judicial District Court Judge.  Mr. Fitch may bring the 
heat to the courtroom in his intense and adept prosecution of cases, but Mr. Fitch is also a caring 
and nurturing attorney.  I can credit Mr. Fitch for helping me get my first job out of law school and 
from that time to the present he has consistently mentored me and provided professional, 
constructive feedback on my court appearances.  Mr. Fitch has helped me be a better attorney and 
I am confident that I am not the only attorney that has experienced professional growth through 
working with Mr. Fitch.  In my experience, Mr. Fitch exhibits great respect to his opposing 
attorneys.  With new attorneys, such as myself, he has never taken advantage of the upper hand 
that a seasoned attorney has in the courtroom when there have been ample opportunities for him 
to potentially embarrass opposing counsel or highlight their mistakes.  I believe that these 
qualities will serve him well on the bench.      
 
 Additionally, Mr. Fitch is well rounded in his legal experience in both civil and criminal 
cases.  He has practiced law in a variety of communities and professional positions.  I have no 
doubt that he will hit the ground running with great competency and that he will serve our legal 
community and clients well.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for further input on this 
applicant.  I am happy to call Mr. Fitch a colleague and support his nomination for District Court 
Judge.  
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ Kaylan Minor 
Attorney at Law 



Bear Don’t Walk Law Office 
Eldena N. Bear Don’t Walk, Esq., MPA, LLM 

 

PO Box 263 - Saint Ignatius, Montana 59865 - (406) 529-8001 - eldenabdw@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Re: Jed C. Fitch, 
 
To the members of the Montana Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
It is my pleasure to recommend Jed C. Fitch for the appointment of District Court Judge 
of the 5th Judicial District.  I have known Jed for almost twenty years, first as students at 
UM Law and then as Montana practitioners.  
 
Jed has an impressive resume and that alone makes him qualified to sit as a district court 
judge. But behind his work is a man of great integrity, intelligence and fairness. He is a 
solid lawyer, a student of the law and a man dedicated to bettering his community. His 
resume reflects a life filled with service to others. Becoming the 5th Judicial District’s 
sitting judge is a natural progression in that life of service.  
 
I have sat on the bench for several courts for over a decade. In my time in those positions, 
I have learned that being a judge is more than just understanding and applying the law. 
Being a judge demands that a person show great restraint to allow the parties to do their 
jobs. A judge has to look at each case with fresh eyes and impartiality. But a judge, also, 
has to command his/her courtroom. Judges set the tone for the parties and proceedings. 
Jed is respectful and diligent and his court room will reflect his dedication. Jed Fitch, 
without a doubt, will be able to accomplish all of the duties of a district court judge, to 
the benefit of the judiciary but also, to the benefit of the counties his district serves.  
 
The 5th Judicial District will benefit from Jed Fitch’s commitment to service, his 
knowledge of the law and his deep personal investment in bettering his community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eldena Bear Don’t Walk, Esq., MPA, LLM 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:36 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Linda Meine [mailto:linda@vec.coop]  
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:04 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination - Support for Jed Clayton Fitch 
 
December 1, 2016 
 
To:  Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
We strongly urge you to consider appointing Attorney Jed Clayton Fitch for 5th Judicial District Judge.  We feel his 
experience and knowledge, while presently serving as Beaverhead County Attorney, will be a valuable asset as the 
District Judge. 
 
Richard L. Meine 
Linda K. Meine 
Lifelong Residents of Beaverhead County 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:35 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Karen Kane [mailto:kp.kane@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 10:37 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Jed C. Fitch recommendation  
 
Dear Judicial Nominating Committee: 
I strongly recommend Jed Fitch for the Fifth Judicial District Court Judge position.  
I have known Jed since we began law school together in 1996. In the time I have known Jed, he has displayed a 
considerable natural intellectual ability and a formidable work ethic. Raised in Riggins, Idaho, Jed enjoys living and 
working in a small, western town like Dillon, Montana. His background makes him uniquely capable of understanding 
the people living in, and the politics governing, the 5th Judicial District region. He has devoted his career to seeking 
justice for the people of Beaverhead County as lead prosecutor. Jed has also served his country admirably as a Marine 
Corps Jag officer in Iraq. He has the intellectual ability and legal skills to be a district court judge. Equally importantly, Jed 
is a caring and conscientious person. He is a family man raising two children who finds time to give back to his 
community in a variety of ways. Jed is a former committee chair of the Dillon Jaycee Rodeo. He participates in American 
Legion funerals as part of the firing squad. He is on the board of the Montana County Attorney's Association. He has a 
big heart and has demonstrated that he has the intellectual chops to excel as a 5th judicial district court judge.   
It is my sincere hope that this committee nominates Jed Fitch for the 5th judicial district court judge position.   
Sincerely, 
Karen P. Kane 
Assistant Attorney General 
Child Protection Unit Supervisor  
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:34 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Paul & Jan Craft [mailto:plcraftmt@charter.net]  
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 6:18 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Appointment to the 5th Judicial District Judge 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administration 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, Montana  59620‐3005 
  
Re; Support for Jed C. Fitch to fill the upcoming vacancy of the 5th Judicial Judge 
  
Governor Bullock and Committee Member, 
  
    This letter is to convey to you my support for Mr. Jed C. Fitch to fill the upcoming vacancy on the bench of 
the Fifth Judicial Court. 
  
    I have known Mr. Fitch since he was chosen to fill the vacancy of Beaverhead County Attorneys office in 
2008.  One of the first cases that we worked on together was a complicated  case involving an injured 
child.  Mr. Fitch pursued this case passion and conviction, bringing it to a conclusion. 
  
    It was shortly after that, we worked together with other professionals and established a Multi Disciplinary 
Team in Beaverhead County.  That team is currently active and providing services to victims of Child 
Abuse.  Mr. Fitch is very active in this program and in fact is one of the spokes in the wheel that makes the 
Team successful.  
  
    In 2009 , I was appointed Chief of Police in Dillon and our working relationship has been a strong one. I have 
the opportunity to meet with Mr. Fitch on a daily basis.  Mr. Fitch is not afraid to make difficult decisions, 
however unpopular they may be, based on the information presented to him. 
  
    Just recently, I worked with Mr. Fitch to provide a Victim Advocate that will be working out of the County 
Attorney’s Office.  It is his belief that this position will provide efficient and effective services that are needed 
for Victims. 
  
    In closing, I would like to restate my position in support of appointing Mr. Jed C. Fitch to fill the upcoming 
vacancy as Judge of the Fifth Judicial District Court. 
  
  
Paul L. Craft 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 8:18 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Fitch

From: Jack Kirkley [mailto:jackkirkley2@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2016 1:22 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation of Jed Fitch for District 6 Judge 
 
To:  Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
From: Jack Kirkley 
 
Re: Jed Fitch as District 6 Judge 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of Beaverhead County Attorney, Jed Fitch as a nominee for the position of District 6 
Court Judge, to replace retiring Judge Loren Tucker. 
 
I am not a personal friend of Mr. Fitch, nor did I know much about him until I attended a jury trial in which he 
was the prosecuting attorney last month (October). 
 
My reason for recommending Mr. Fitch to become our next District Court judge is because of the 
professionalism Mr. Fitch exhibited, which I witnessed when I was present at that 2-day jury trial.... a 
trial which involved my wife (a state employee/case worker for Child Protective Services) who had been 
threatened by a fellow who is a meth addict.  This out-of-control fellow committed a series of threatening acts 
that he hoped would intimidate my wife into not doing her job of protecting his kids from the dangerous home 
environment that he was inflicting upon them.  That dangerous individual was subsequently convicted of 3 
felonies (two of them for drug possession and solicitation and one for criminal intimidation), plus one 
misdemeanor (negligent endangerment). 
 
I was highly impressed at the skillful and clear presentation of the evidence by Mr. Fitch, acting as the 
prosecuting attorney for the state.  He was simply outstanding!  He was very solid in his presentation of the 
facts of the case, as he made it clear to the jury how each of the counts against the defendant was supported by 
the evidence supplied by the testimony of credible witnesses.  He really had designed a very strong prosecution 
that included a highly convincing series of witnesses who added, layer upon layer of corroborating statements, 
each from a different, independent point of view.... all adding up to the inescapable conclusion about the various 
acts of wrongdoing committed by this fellow. 
 
Soon after that courtroom experience, I learned that Mr. Fitch would be applying to fill the judgeship vacancy 
occasioned by the retirement of Judge Tucker.  Therefore, I took the time to visit the web site where Mr. Fitch's 
application is accessible for the public to read.  In reviewing Mr. Fitch's statements in his application, I found 
that his well reasoned statements agreed quite well with the Jed Fitch who I saw in action in that 
courtroom.  From his application, I learned that Jed is a very well rounded, progressive kind of guy whose life 
experiences have ranged widely from manual labor to military service to a wide array of personal activities and 



2

pursuits.  Such a person, who has had such a wide diversity of life experiences is highly preferable, in terms of 
his ability to relate well to others and to take a practical approach to life and to his professional work.   
 
These are some of the characteristics that I hope you will note in Mr. Fitch's application, and that I trust you will 
value, as I do, when you consider his suitability for this position. 
 
Although I had never met Mr. Fitch until last month at that trial, I am aware that my wife and others who work 
closely with Mr. Fitch within the court environment, know him well enough to be confident in his knowledge of 
the law, and they all speak very highly of him. 
 
Hence, I feel very confident that Jed Fitch would be an excellent, competent person to be appointed to the 
judgeship within District 6. 
 
My only reluctance about this transition is that we will be losing such an outstanding County Attorney, who is 
currently doing such a great service in helping to protect the citizens of Beaverhead County. 
 
Thank you for considering my thoughts on this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jack Kirkley 
Professor of Biology 
 
206 Legget Ave 
Dillon, MT  59725 
 
(406) 683-4140 



 

 

  

December 1, 2016 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission Members: 
 
I am writing to support the application of Jed Fitch as the District Judge of the Montana Fifth Judicial 
District. I have known Jed since I became an attorney in 2010 and believe Jed to be highly qualified for the 
position. 
 
I served as Jed’s deputy county attorney in Beaverhead County from November 2010 until July 2012. 
During that time, Jed served as my boss, mentor, and friend. In his role as County Attorney he provided an 
immense amount of guidance and instruction as I, a newly graduated attorney, became a prosecutor. Jed 
always had time for any question from me, simple or complex, and always provided just enough instruction 
to allow me to discover the answer, despite him having known it all along. He also taught me, in the role of 
prosecutor, that each case, despite often repetitive elements, involves individual people with unique 
problems and circumstances. He always exhibited fairness, treated everyone with respect, and sought the 
just result for every case. For a young attorney like myself, he was a great role model and teacher. Even to 
this day, Jed finds time in his busy schedule to discuss legal issues I have in my solo practice.  
 
The breadth of Jed’s legal knowledge, because of his legal career and his devoted interest in all aspects of 
the law, make him an excellent candidate for District Court Judge. He has been an associate in a law firm, a 
District Court Judge’s law clerk, a criminal defense attorney, a US Marine Corps Judge Advocate, and 
County Attorney, just to name a few. These experiences give Jed a well-balanced understanding of the law 
which is certainly a necessary quality of a District Court Judge.  
 
I can think of no one more suited to serve as District Court Judge for Montana’s Fifth Judicial District. I 
would be happy to answer any questions you have about Jed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Evan Moppert 
 
 

Law Office of Evan O. Moppert, PLLC 

303 W. Mendenhall St., Ste. 1 

Bozeman, Montana   59715 

406 570 6409 moppertlaw@gmail.com 
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