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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 3:40 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: MIchelle [mailto:michiline_2001@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2016 10:10 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger 
 
 
I have known Luke Berger since he was in 5th grade.  He has worked his whole life for this opportunity!  My opinion is 
that he would do a terrific job!  
Thank You 
Michelle Moore  
406 660 1173 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 2, 2016 3:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Gail Fuglestad [mailto:gfuglestad59725@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2016 6:56 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judgeship 5th Judicial District 
 
Luke Berger would be a huge asset for the 5th Judicial District! This young man is a family man and has deep roots in the 
Dillon, Montana area. He cares about the law and about upholding the law in a fair and conscientious manner.  
 
I live in Dillon and knew Luke as a child and young adult, know his whole family, and they are all good citizens and good 
people!!  
 
I am hoping Luke is the one who gets the job, as he is up to it and would make an excellent judge.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Gail Fuglestad 
325 Freeman Lane 
Dillon, MT. 59725 
406‐660‐1230 
 
Sent from my iPhone 





 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
November 9, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
c/o Lois Menzies 
P. O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59602-3005 
 
I am writing to support Lewis & Clark County Deputy County Attorney Luke Berger in his effort 
to seek the 5th District Court Judge position.  I feel that Luke is a responsible, dedicated public 
servant.  He has done an excellent job as Deputy County Attorney in Lewis & Clark County.  
Luke has been responsible for performing commitment proceedings to the Montana State 
Hospital.  As president of the National Alliance on Mental Illness in Helena, I have found Luke 
to be knowledgeable, compassionate and understanding.  He has always made the effort to do the 
right thing and his efforts have been appreciated by many family members. 
 
I have served on the Lewis & Clark County Local Mental Health Advisory Committee with Luke 
for the last three years.  Luke’s knowledge and experience has helped many people in the Helena 
community better understand the legal ramifications of mental illness and commitment.  I would 
urge you to please consider Luke Berger as the 5th District Court Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Gary L. Mihelish, President 
NAMI Helena  









 

Law Offices of Bruce M. Spencer, PLLC 
PO Box 726 
Helena, MT  59624 
(406)459-2122                                    bruce@brucespencerlaw.com 
 

 
November 3, 2016 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Beth McLaughlin 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 

 RE:  Fifth Judicial District Judge Vacancy 

Dear Ms. McLaughlin: 

I am writing in support of the application of Luke Berger for Montana Fifth Judicial District 
Judge. 

Luke has served with me on the State Bar of Montana Board of Trustees and now the Executive 
Committee.  I have found that he is insightful, dedicated, and innovative.  Luke has genuine 
concern for the future of the legal profession. 

I am confident that he will bring that same skill set to the roll of district judge. 

      Sincerely, 

      /s Bruce M. Spencer 

      BRUCE M. SPENCER 
      Attorney at Law 
 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:bruce@brucespencerlaw.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 3:55 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Steve Andersen [mailto:mtcity@andersenlawoffice.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 1:46 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: 'Luke Berger' 
Subject: Public comment on application of Mr. Luke Berger for Fifth Judicial District  
 

Judicial Nomination Commission  
Office of Court Administrator  
c/o Lois Menzies 
P. O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT 59602-3005 
 
Please accept my enthusiastic endorsement of Mr. Luke Berger for Fifth Judicial District Court Judge.  Mr. 
Berger and I have worked together on many criminal cases over the years, albeit as prosecutor and defense 
counsel respectively.  In his role as Deputy City Attorney in Helena, and then as Deputy County Attorney of 
Lewis and Clark County, Mr. Berger always applied a steady, measured hand to the cases to which he was 
assigned.  Despite the immense authority bestowed upon him as a prosecutor—to charge, amend, or dismiss—
and the enormous potential consequences to people’s lives—Mr. Berger is never motivated by ego or power. He 
continually displays compassion for those charged and demonstrates a reasoned and balanced approach toward 
finding a viable resolution to complicated criminal cases.   
 
Mr. Berger never ignores the very real people behind the crimes for which they are charged.  He always 
considers the mosaic of serious mental health issues that are often the driving force and subsequent downfall of 
many defendants.  Mr. Berger has consistently demonstrated character traits that are highly desirable for any 
judge at any level:  patience, intelligence, common sense, personable, humble, fair but firm, a sense of humor, 
and the ability to self-reflect.       
 
Mr. Berger hails from Beaverhead County, one of the three counties in the trifecta for which this particular 
district court judge is  responsible.  Jefferson, Madison, and Beaverhead Counties are rural areas even by 
Montana standards.  They are populated by proud, hard-working, and often head-strong people who rely on a 
common sense approach to a rugged lifestyle and it’s unique challenges.  As a home grown product of the 
Dillon community, Mr. Berger understands the needs and expectations of his fellow residents.  Mr. Berger is 
capable of balancing their needs and expectations against what is fair and just—he is after all one of their 
own.  The advantage here cannot be overstated.  Not all judicial personalities are well suited to thrive in such an 
environment, particularly as our current climate has wrought heated debate about vital concepts like freedom, 
choice, and lifestyle.  Luke Berger is the right man for the job.   
 
Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any questions.  Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,                        
 
Steve Andersen 
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Andersen Law Office 
Stephen M. Andersen 
Attorney at Law 
11 Friendship Lane 
Montana City, MT 59634 
Tel: 406-442-9700 
Fax: 406-442-9709 
mtcity@andersenlawoffice.com 
 

 
 
Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this electronic message (including any attachments) is PRIVILEGED and 
confidential information intended only for the use of the individual entity or entities named as recipient or recipients. If you have 
received it by mistake please notify the sender by return e-mail and delete this message from your system. Any unauthorized use or 
dissemination of this message in whole or in part is strictly prohibited. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 3:55 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Michael Swingley [mailto:MSwingley@lccountymt.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 12:23 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger 
 
Greetings: 
I wish to comment on the possible appointment of Luke Berger to the Fifth Judicial District Court seat, vacated by Judge 
Tucker.   
  
I have known and worked with Mr. Berger for more than 6 years, both in my former employment as a Montana Highway 
Patrol Trooper and in my current capacity as the Justice of the Peace for Lewis and Clark County. 
  
My opinion of Mr. Berger, both professionally and personally, has always been high. As a prosecutor, Mr. Berger 
practiced in the Justice Court for several years and still appears on some cases. He has always performed with a high 
level of professionalism. I have never seen him lose his temper, or act with less than respect for others.  His 
professional demeanor has never been questioned by me. His cases are always well organized, reasonable and 
legitimate. Mr. Berger is not the kind of prosecutor that seeks to win at all costs and is always acting with common 
sense and a sound knowledge of the law. As a judge, I have come to realize that not every person or personality is right 
for the bench. It takes a person of high moral character that will serve as the neutral zone between the Plaintiff and 
Defendant and apply the basis of the law, defense rights and make the right decision, even if the decision made is not 
popular.  Mr. Berger has the proper personality to do just that. 
  
Another important consideration for a District Judge, is whether that judge can make good decisions in sentencing 
defendants.  The first rule of sentencing and punishment is that it should be restorative, both for society, the victim and 
the defendant. It requires a person who is willing and able to accept that responsibility and apply it soundly. Mr. Berger 
would be a very good candidate in that regard. 
  
Please consider Mr. Berger for the seat soon to be vacated by Judge Tucker. I wholeheartedly support Mr. Berger and 
feel he is an outstanding candidate. 
  
Respectfully, 
Michael Swingley 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2016 3:54 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: jeffrey sherlock [mailto:mookster007@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2016 11:50 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Fifth Judicial District 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
I write this letter to  support Luke Berger’s application to become  the District Judge for the Fifth Judicial District. I got to 
know Luke several years ago when he was a brand new lawyer appearing in front of me,  when I was a District Judge in 
Helena.  My practice was to advise all new attorneys that I expected them to treat every case as their most important 
case and that I also expected them to be prepared any  time they appeared in front of me.  This is the advice I gave to 
Luke.  Over the years that Luke appeared in front of me, he was never once unprepared and always answered my 
questions honestly.  He was always prepared, no matter how small or complex the case might be. 
 
I also had the opportunity to note his temperament  when appearing in front of me.  Regardless of how hotly contested 
a case might be, Luke never once treated his opponent with anything but respect.  In addition, he was always courteous 
to me and my staff, even when he disagreed with one of my rulings. 
 
I feel it also important to note that Luke is an energetic young man who could well endure the rigors of covering a multi‐
county district.  It should also be noted that both Luke and his wife have strong ties to the 5th District since they were 
both raised within its confines.  It might also be of some interest to note that even his dog is from Twin Bridges. 
 
I am sure that you will see his writing sample and be be able to determine that he is a good writer.  Most importantly, I 
feel a successful Judge must be energetic and have an appropriate temperament.   
These are the qualities that I see in Luke and I would urge you to send his name to our excellent Governor. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Jeffrey Sherlock 
406‐442‐5984 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Karen Hager [mailto:khager8@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2016 7:59 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger 
 
My name is Karen Hager and I live in Dillon. I am writing to recommend Luke Berger for the opening in the 5th Judicial 
Court. I have known Luke for over 25 years. His work ethic is outstanding as is his tenacity.  Luke is an outgoing, caring 
young man with a very positive attitude. I was very impressed with Luke when he went back east (the Washington, D. C. 
area) to work in soup kitchens. A great testimony to his caring and kindness towards all people, in all walks of life.   
Luke would be an tremendous asset to the judicial system.  
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Kalli Elford [mailto:kalli.elford@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2016 6:10 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public Comment 
 
To whom it may concern,  
  
I would like to offer my support for Luke Berger for 5th Judicial District Judgeship.   
  
I grew up in Twin Bridges and have been very close friends with Luke's wife, Alexis Sandru, for many 
years.  I have had the pleasure to come to know Luke very well over the last several years through 
my relationship with his wife.    
  
Luke is first and foremost, a very honest and likeable individual.  It is always a pleasure to engage in 
discussion with Luke, no matter the topic.  Through our interactions, he has demonstrated an innate 
ability to see both sides of any issue and make a cogently crafted, well informed opinion that is 
always delivered in a very respectful manner.  His demeanor is well suited for this position.   
  
As a product of rural Southwest Montana, I have an intimate knowledge of what it takes to understand 
the culture and the values that this community represents.  I am also well versed in the hardships and 
difficulties that are all too common in this area as well.  My family has had first-hand experience with 
decisions handed down by Judge Loren Tucker, whose position Luke would be assuming.  My 
brother was the victim of negligent homicide in 2002, so I thoroughly understand the weight, 
responsibility, and impact of the decisions that are conveyed with this position.  I would not make a 
recommendation for this position lightly, and I thoroughly believe that Luke is an outstanding, 
competent candidate for this judgeship.  Luke’s character, experience, and knowledge of the 
community are tremendous assets the 5th Judicial District would be fortunate to benefit from.   
 

Sincerely,  
Dr. Kalli Elford, DMD 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:47 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Melinda Reed [mailto:melinda.r@thefriendshipcenter.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2016 2:02 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission Members ‐ Luke Berger has served on the Board of Directors for The Friendship 
Center for over three years, and has shown his commitment to victims of domestic and sexual violence both as a board 
member and as a Deputy County Attorney.   
 
Mr. Berger was instrumental in the re‐formation of the Helena Domestic and Sexual Violence working group, which 
brings together stakeholders on a bi‐monthly basis to identify gaps in services and ensure coordination among all 
partners.  In addition, Mr. Berger has been a strong advocate for victims of domestic and sexual violence at the county 
attorney's office, working closely with our advocates to ensure that victims were supported throughout their legal 
proceedings.  Mr. Berger has always been professional, respectful and committed to serving our clients.  I would 
recommend Mr. Berger for the district court judge position in the fifth judicial court district without reservation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Melinda Reed 
***************** 
Melinda Reed 
Executive Director 
The Friendship Center 
www.thefriendshipcenter.org   
(406) 442‐6800 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, November 18, 2016 3:47 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Mark A. Thieszen [mailto:mark@prrlaw.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2016 10:40 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: 5th Judicial District Judge Comment - Luke Berger 
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
I first met Luke Berger when we were both clerking at the Montana Supreme Court.  Our professional paths have 
occasionally crossed since then, both while I was working as a prosecutor and now in my role as a civil defense 
attorney.  In my experience, Luke treats others professionally and respectfully, with a good‐natured demeanor that is a 
good fit for Montana's Fifth Judicial District.  In instances when we have  not reached the same conclusion as to the 
appropriate interpretation or application of the law, Luke has been thoughtful in supporting and defending his 
position.  He has also shown a willingness to keep an open mind and adjust his position in light of appropriate facts, law, 
and reasoning.   
 
For these reasons, I think Luke Berger would be a good judge for the Fifth Judicial District.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Mark 
 

‐‐‐‐ 
Mark A. Thieszen 
Poore, Roth & Robinson, P.C. 
1341 Harrison Avenue 
Butte, MT  59701 
Telephone:  (406) 497‐1200 
Fax:  (406) 782‐0043 
E‐mail:  mark@prrlaw.com   
  
This e‐mail message and any attachments may contain confidential information which is protected by the 
attorney‐client privilege.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify Poore, Roth & Robinson, P.C., 
immediately by telephone at (406) 497‐1200 or by e‐mail to prr@prrlaw.com and destroy all copies of this 
message and any attachments.   
  
 
 



 
Municipal Court 

228 Broadway 
Helena, MT  59623 

Telephone 447-8465    Fax:  447-8265 
E-mail:  bwood@helenamt.gov 

 
 
 
       City of Helena 
 

     November 22, 2016 
 
 
Montana Supreme Court 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Mt. 59620 
 
  Re: Luke Berger 
  Fifth Judicial District 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 I have known Luke Berger since he went to work as an intern in the Helena City 
Attorney’s Office about 8 years ago.   At that time, I was the City Prosecutor.  I had a minor 
heart attack.  Luke never missed a beat.  As an intern he launched into the prosecution work 
under the supervision of the City Attorney.  His work ethic then, as now, was tremendous.  His 
demeanor then as now was professional and would be an asset to the bench.  His intellect is 
unquestioned.  Luke has actively involved himself in the community.  He is one of the leaders of 
the Empty Bowl Benefit supporting the Friendship Center of Helena, an organization dedicated 
to helping victims of domestic violence and their families.  He has on a number of occasions 
volunteered to help in mock trials and other training programs for young people. He is an active 
advocate for NAMI, an extraordinary organization dedicated to mental health. 
 Luke has family ties in the area served by the Fifth Judicial District.  He would be an 
asset to the bench and the community as he has been here.  I hope you will move him forward. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Municipal Judge 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 5:44 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger 

From: Jody Sandru [mailto:jsandru@3rivers.net]  
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2016 9:48 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Comment on Luke M. Berger for Fifth Judicial District Judgeship 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission Members: 
 
I am supporting Luke M. Berger for District Court Judge for the Fifth Judicial District. Luke is a talented lawyer, and a 
focused prosecutor. After reviewing his application and resume, he is clearly qualified for this position.  
 
Just as important, Luke is a conscientious, hard‐working individual of unquestionable integrity. He is a great father to his 
children and a loving, supportive husband. Luke has strong ties to the District, as he was born and raised in Dillon, where 
his family members still reside. His wife is from a family ranch near Twin Bridges.  
 
I urge you to give Luke M. Berger serious consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rick R. Sandru  
 



LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

P. O. BOX 2325
725 - 3rd AVENUE NORTH

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403
(406) 761-5595 - (406) 761-5805 (Fax)

www.lsklaw.net
______________________________________

Tom L. Lewis Ben A. Snipes
J. David Slovak Ross T. Johnson
Mark M. Kovacich

November 23, 2016

Via Email- lmenzies@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Nomination of Luke Berger for Fifth Judicial District Court Vacancy

Dear Ms. Menzies and the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I write to recommend Lewis and Clark Deputy County Attorney and Dillon native, Luke Berger, as
a nominee to Governor Bullock, to fill the Fifth Judicial District judgeship vacancy.  I am vastly
familiar with the Beaverhead area and surrounding communities, having spent four years
attending the University of Montana-Western in Dillon. I am equally familiar with Luke, both
personally and professionally, having known him for more than a decade.  Luke possesses the
intelligence, work ethic, and integrity required of a top-notch trial court judge.  

As a practitioner, Luke has experience in a variety of legal arenas.  While serving as a law clerk
for our State’s highest court, Luke drafted appellate legal opinions on a variety of topics.  Since
then his focus has been on public service, particularly in Lewis and Clark County, one of the most
demanding criminal districts in the State.  Luke has served with distinction in the criminal and
mental-health arenas, making a district court position the most natural fit for his professional
development and progression.  

Luke has distinguished himself as a leader in the Montana State Bar.  He has long served as a
member of the Board of Trustees for the Montana State Bar.  His recent tenure as Chair of the
Board, is proof positive of his status as a respected leader in our legal community.  Luke has
proven he is truly committed to justice, and improving the legal profession.

In all of my dealings with Luke, I have found him to be honest and fair.  He cares about Montana,
and understands the importance of the law in protecting the rights of all Montanans.  His
experience as a resident and citizen of southwest Montana, provides him with a unique



perspective concerning the attributes of these communities and wisdom regarding their judicial
needs.  I am grateful that Luke has expressed the desire to serve the people of Beaverhead,
Jefferson, and Madison Counties.  I urge you to nominate Luke Berger for Governor Bullock’s
consideration when choosing our next Fifth Judicial District Court judge.

I thank you for your consideration of Luke and for your service on the commission.        

Sincerely,

Ben A. Snipes
      
Ben A. Snipes



November 24, 2016

」udiciaI Nomination Commission

C/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

P.0. Box 20300与

HeIena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Commission Members:

i am writingthis ietterto support Luke Bergerls candidacy to serve as the next F冊h 」udicial

District」udge. 1 am certain there are severaI qualified appIicants to seIect from, however, l

know Luke to be an individuaI with great knowledge, eXPerience, inte冊gence, and common

SenSe Which are a= characteristics I that w冊ensure he wi= be effective in the position.

1 have spent my career working in the substance abuse prevention and treatment fieid in

Montana and currently wo「k as the administrator of an inpatient treatment centerfor up to 50

incarcerated women in 」efferson county. Priorto moving into this position, l worked alongside

Luke with the Fi「st」udiciaI District Treatment Court. During my invoIvement with that team

Luke represented the County Attomey office and was very effective in that role.

I know thatしuke’s wo「k as Deputv County Attomey has been varied, however, l know he has

been responsibie for addressing mental heaIth reIated cases and as mentioned above,

Substance abuse reIated matters which are more commonly intertwined than not. I believe that

if seIected for the position he w紺champion efforts to improve services forthose with co-

OCCurring needs within the rural area ofthe Fifth 」udicial District whiie making sound Iegai

decisions.

in ciosing, l respectfu=y request thatしuke Berger’s name be submitted to Governor Bu=ockfor

COnSideration as the next District」udge in Montana’s F肺h 」udiciaI District.

Sincerely,

弼図星



















 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

I am writing you with regards to the judicial nomination to the Fifth Judicial District on behalf of Luke 
Berger.  I want to front lode my statements by stating I am an expert witness and I testify in many 
counties across Montana.  I also want to make clear I have never been hired by Mr. Berger yet I have 
been cross examined by him and I have worked on cases for the defense in which he is prosecuting.  My 
observations of Mr. Berger in his professional and personal life are supportive of his ability to be 
effective in the role of District Court Judge.  Mr. Berger is diligent in his practice of prosecution, yet is 
balanced, fair, and always willing to be educated.  I deeply respect his desire to learn and take new 
information into consideration.  Personally I have ran into him in the community and he is always 
cheerful, respectful, and easy to engage.  He clearly has the ability to balance his personal and 
professional responsibilities and I highly recommend him for the position of District Court Judge in the 
Fifth Judicial District.   
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 2:32 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Terri Medina [mailto:terri.medina@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2016 8:37 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public Comment for Luke Berger c/o Lois Menzies 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of Luke Berger for the vacancy in the 5th Judicial District Judgeship vacated by Judge 
Loren Tucker.  
 
I have had the privilege of getting to know Luke well over the past 6 years, as I consider he and his wife very 
close friends. I've come to know him as a very honest, fair, and respectful individual. He is approachable, kind‐
hearted, and very easy to communicate with, no matter what the topic of conversation is. Luke is calm, 
dedicated, and decisive while having the ability to survey opposing opinions thoughtfully and carefully.  
 
With Luke's hometown being Dillon and his wife's hometown being Twin Bridges, he has strong ties to these 
communities and the surrounding area and is dedicated to serving in their best interests.  
 
While I cannot vouch for his professional work as an attorney, I can vouch for his character as a husband to his 
wife, Alexis and father to his sons. I can also vouch for his character in which he treats others around him. 
With that being said, I would consider him a perfect fit for this judgeship position. 
 
As a current resident of Beaverhead County and a family business owner in Madison County, it is with pleasure 
that I show my support for Luke Berger to succeed Judge Loren Tucker. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Terri Medina 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 2:30 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: chris kraft [mailto:khrisk18@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 8:20 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write to support Luke Berger for the position of Judge in the Fifth Judicial 
District. Luke has the education, experience and temperament required to make a fine judge. 
 
I have known Luke and his family since he was in grade school. I have always been impressed by his calm, 
steady demeanor and his willingness to work. He does not hesitate to express his opinion on a variety of topics, 
but always considers the opinions of others with sincerity.  
 
Luke’s year spent working in a soup kitchen in Baltimore, Maryland with the AmeriCorp program is an 
example of his character.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher H. Kraft 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 2:30 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Barbara Hall [mailto:blhall_us@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, November 27, 2016 7:16 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
 
 
 It is with honor that I write in support of Mr. Luke Berger for the position of Fifth Judicial District 
Judge. 
 
Throughout his life, Luke has comfortably and skillfully demonstrated fine abilities to explore varying 
perspectives and research the facts surrounding an issue in order to reach a thoughtful decision. 
Most pleasant is the fact that his articulate rationale leaves one knowing that all information has been 
taken into careful consideration, evidence of dignity and respect. 
People from all walks of life have benefited from Luke's interest and compassion. He clearly works 
toward the well-being and safety of others through his professional and volunteer services. His 
valuable community investment promotes a better society. 
 
Luke's strong work ethic is guided by a high regard for the law, an even temperament, a keen sense 
of family and community, and his desire to be a lifelong learner for the benefit of all. 
 
Mr. Luke Berger exemplifies the traits and demeanor that bestow an outstanding judge, therefore, I 
recommend him for the position of Fifth Judicial District Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
Barbara L. Hall 
 
 





November 28, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Members of the Commission: 

We write to strongly encourage you to consider Luke Berger for appointment as Judge of the Fifth 
Judicial District Court. We have had the privilege to work with Luke at the Lewis and Clark County 
Attorney’s Office or Helena City Attorney’s Office.  He possesses all the qualities necessary to be an 
excellent judge.   

Luke has never been one to shy away from a challenge, and he has demonstrated a commitment to 
expanding his legal experience and knowledge whenever a new opportunity presents itself.  He is also 
dedicated to improving the legal profession both here in our offices and in the greater legal community 
as evidenced by his work with the State Bar.  We have no doubt he would continue to demonstrate 
dedication to the legal profession as a judge through his diligence, compassion, and integrity.  

He has a rare ability to work and communicate well with everyone.  Even in highly contentious or 
sensitive matters, Luke is cognizant of the real people and practical consequences involved. He is 
receptive to hearing others out and considering all the possible options to ensure a fair and just outcome. 
As evidenced by the letters you have already received on his behalf, Luke is well respected by the full 
array of individuals involved in our legal system including prosecutors, defense attorneys, medical and 
other professionals, law enforcement, and community members. As a judge, Luke would undoubtedly 
continue to be respectful of and respected by everyone who comes before him. 

In addition to his contributions to the legal community, Luke is a valuable and involved member of the 
Helena community.  He serves as a board member for the Friendship Center and the Lewis and Clark 
County Mental Health Local Advisory Committee, and is an avid supporter of his alma mater Carroll 
College.  If appointed to the Fifth Judicial District Court, we believe Luke would demonstrate the same 
hard work and compassion for the people in those communities that we see every day.  While we would 
be very sad to lose him, the Fifth Judicial District would be gaining a tremendous asset. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Broch   Katie Jerstad   Thomas Jodoin 
Deputy County Attorney Deputy County Attorney City Attorney    
 
Anne Peterson   Stephanie Robles  Jeff Sealey 
Deputy County Attorney Deputy County Attorney Deputy County Attorney 
 
Kim Sell   Fallon Stanton    
Paralegal, City Attorney Deputy County Attorney 
 





STATE OF MONTANA
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DEPARTMENT 1
Ihalligan@mt.gov

MISSOULA COUNTY COURTHOUSE
200WEST BROADWAY

MISSOULA, MT 59802-4292
(406) 258-4771

LESLIE HALLIGAN
DISTRICTCOURT JUDGE

November 30, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Luke Michael Berger, Applicant for Fifth Judicial District Court Judgeship

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission,

I am writing to recommend Luke Berger as a nominee for appointment as District Court Judge in
the Fifth Judicial District. I have come to know and work with Luke through our combined
volunteer service with the State Bar of Montana. Luke demonstrates excellent judgment,
communication and leadership skills. He has gained the respect of State Bar Trustees, so
much so that he was recently elected unanimously to serve as Chair of the Board. More
importantly, Luke is committed to improving the legal profession and our justice system, and has
devoted his time to address State Bar issues, to educate the public on legal issues, and to
advance appropriate changes in legislation and administrative rules. His diverse work and trial
experiencewill provide him with a good foundation to preside over the cases that fill the District
Court's docket. He has the education, strength of character and compassion that is essential
for a Judge. His sound judgment, calm demeanor, humor, and strong work ethic will enhance
his ability to serve effectively as a District Court Judge.

Luke has expressed a desire to return home to the communities where he and his wife were
raised. I believe it is important that a District Court Judge have a connection to the people in his
or her district who seek justice and who are thrust into the legal arena. Luke's connection to the
Fifth Judicial District, his understanding of the values and experiences of people in the District
further distinguishes him from other applicants. I trust that the people in these communities also
will have a greater respect for the Court and embrace Luke as the successor to the Honorable
LorenTucker because of his connection to the area and his heartfelt desire to serve. I am
confident that Luke will be able to meet the challenges of service as a District Court Judge with
integrity and professionalism. I recommend him without reservation and recommend the
advancement of his application for consideration by Governor Bullock.

Ii Halligan
District Court Judge



1

Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:11 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Ken and Edna Scalzone [mailto:mtscalzone@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 7:51 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger for Judge 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
  

I am writing to express my support of Luke Berger for the Montana Fifth District Court Judge position.  I have 
known Luke for most his life; from his early childhood in Baker, MT to his high school and college years in 
Dillon and Helena.  Luke is a high energy person with a strong work ethic and an outstanding Montana 
citizen.  He demonstrates excitement for life and learning, both professionally and personally.  He is a caring, 
respectful, responsible and giving human being raised in a family that practiced these same principles.  I 
consider Luke and his family as close friends who I can count on; I think Montana can count on Luke Berger to 
serve the people of his home state.  Thank you for he opportunity to comment. 
Respectfully,  
 
Ken Scalzone 
Dillon, MT 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:11 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Steven Kujala [mailto:s_kujala@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 5:55 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public Comment for Luke Berger 
 
I would like to offer my support for Luke Berger for 5th Judicial District Judgeship.  Luke's honestly, integrity, and positive 
attitude always made supervising him easy.  I think He would be a good fit for the position. 
 
Sincerely; 
Steven Kujala 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:12 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Shelly Turner [mailto:shellydturner@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 8:30 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Fifth District Judicial Nomination 
 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing to show my support of Luke Berger and his application for the 5th district court judge position. It is my belief 
that Luke would be a great asset to fill the seat of the vacated Judge, Loren Tucker.  
 
I have known Luke since 1992, when we moved into our house in Dillon. We have been neighbors and family friends 
since then. Luke has always had a strong work ethic and passion for all that he undertakes. He is a caring and kind 
person, who is always willing to help others. His out‐going personality and positive demeanor would make him well 
suited for this important position. 
 
Luke has always been professional and committed to serving those he works with and for. He has the ability to work well 
with others, showing respect for their opinions and ideas. He is qualified for this position, and being from Dillon, with his 
wife being from Twin Bridges, he is well versed with the issues he would be dealing with in the area. 
 
Please give serious consideration to Luke Berger as a strong candidate for this position. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shelly Turner 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:13 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Shelly Turner [mailto:shellydturner@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 8:48 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Fifth Judicial Judge Position 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing in support of Luke Berger and his application for Fifth District Court Judge. 
 
I have known Luke since 1992 and have watched him grow into a compassionate, hard working, honest and steadfast 
young adult. I believe Luke has the skills and tenacity to fulfill the duties as Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John S. Turner  
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 8:13 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

From: Elizabeth Hines [mailto:e.hines1201@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 2:56 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Luke Berger  
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,  
 
I am writing to show my support of Luke Berger and his application for the judgeship in the 5th Judicial District. I have 
had the pleasure of working with Luke at the Lewis and Clark County Attorney's Office for the last two years. In working 
with Luke I have learned that he is not only intelligent but also very knowledgeable of the Court system. He always 
preforms his duties as a Deputy County Attorney with dignity, respect, and professionalism. Luke shows great pride in 
helping our community and making it a better place. In my opinion the work he has done has very much prepared him 
for anything he would deal with being on the bench, while performing with the same professionalism, dignity, and 
respect that I have seen in the last two years. As a resident of Jefferson County I believe that having Luke on the bench 
would benefit our District immensely.  
 
 
Elizabeth Hines  
 
Sent from my iPhone 







K. Paul Stahl 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

415 Hayes Avenue                    (406) 443-7360 
Helena, MT  59601                    stahlkp@msn.com 
 
 
 
December 1, 2016 
 
Office of Court Administrator                        
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re: Luke Berger 
 
Dear Commissioners,  
 
I have known Luke since the days he served as a leader of the Student Bar at the 
University of Montana.  I was a trustee of the State Bar of Montana at the time, and he 
represented and spoke for the students who were attending law school.  He was quite 
impressive. 
 
I knew about Luke years before that.  Like Luke, I am from Dillon. My roots run deep in 
that my family have been ranchers and politicians in Beaverhead and Madison Counties 
since prior to the turn of the century (the 19th century).  I believe Luke will be a very 
electable candidate when he runs for the position.  People know him to be bright, 
thoughtful, and a successful prosecutor.  No other applicant for this position has his 
connections. He lived in Dillon for more than 15 years.  
 
He is a close acquaintance with many of his childhood friends. He has kept enough 
contact with them and others to be very cognizant of the customs and culture and ethic of 
his small hometown. His parents live in Dillon. His wife and in-laws are very well known 
ranchers in Madison County. He calves and irrigates and drives cattle to the Centennial 
Valley.  He will not be viewed as a city slicker from Helena. 
 
I also practice law with Luke.  He is a bright and effective prosecutor, belying his age. 
Further, he is a good attorney in a general sense.  He understands legal concepts and 
theories beyond criminal law.  I have 37 years of civil experience, and I would not 
hesitate to hand him one of my cases.  
 
I think he has the potential to someday be a leading jurist in Montana.  I encourage the 
Commission to forward his name to Governor Bullock. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
K Paul Stahl 

mailto:stahlkp@msn.com










November 30, 2016 

 

Re: Recommendation for Luke Berger 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,  

 My name is Angie Sparks, Deputy Clerk of District Court (Clerk of District Court Elect). 
I have been working in the Clerk of District Court’s office for 17 years. I am pleased to write this 
letter of recommendation for Luke Berger.  

 I have been working with Luke since he started here. Luke is young, energetic and very 
capable of working in multiple courts. Luke is easy to work with for all Court matters. Luke has 
always communicated well with Court staff as well as the public.  Luke has a caring and 
compassionate personality and shows respect for others. Luke is polite, efficient, and prompt for 
all his Court appearances. Luke takes his job very serious and I believe he would be a fair and 
impartial Judge and a great asset to the Fifth Judicial District.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Angie Sparks 
Deputy Clerk, 
First Judicial District Court 



     November 30, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Members of the Commission: 
 
I am writing to recommend that you nominate Matthew Johnson and Luke Berger 
for consideration by the Governor for the Fifth Judicial District Court judgeship. 
 
I know Matt primarily from his time as the Jefferson County Attorney.  Although my 
work is primarily in Helena, I have always enjoyed the opportunity to practice in 
Jefferson County.  Not only is the district fortunate to have the erudition and 
experience of Judge Tucker, but in Matt it had a County Attorney who valued seeking 
justice and protecting the rights of everyone in the courtroom, including his 
adversaries.   
 
I appeared in several serious and difficult criminal cases opposite Matt.  No matter 
how grim the circumstances or contested the case, Matt was always courteous, 
professional, and pleasant.  At the same time, he was willing to listen to my position 
with an open mind and understand the defense perspective.  Matt has the 
temperament and perspective to be a great judge.   
 
For many of the same reasons, I strongly recommend Luke.  I have been fortunate to 
appear on many cases prosecuted by Luke in his time as a deputy county attorney.   
What stands out most about Luke is his constant focus on achieving the just result in 
his cases.  He cares about protecting victims without being unduly punitive to the 
accused.  He listens to all sides and is willing to be flexible and creative in reaching a 
resolution that balances the interests of all in a case.  I’ve found Luke to be 
unfailingly reasonable and dispassionate in his work.  
 
Luke, too, exhibits professionalism at all times.  Luke is consistently unflappable:  I 
don’t think I’ve ever seen Luke show frustration in court, even under circumstances 
that would try the patience of most.  Even after a hotly contested hearing on highly-
charged issues, Luke will still chat cordially in the hallway once court is done.  He is 
respectful of the time burdens on other attorneys, particularly public defenders.  He 
always negotiates in good faith.  He is both a worthy and fair opponent. 
 
Above all, the most important aspect of good judging is good judgment.  Time and 
again, both Luke and Matt have exhibited sound judgment.  They are dispassionate, 
articulate, intelligent, resolute, and reasonable.  Both would make a fine judge.  
 
Sincerely, 
Christopher D. Abbott 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2016 4:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Berger

November 30, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Committee 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT   59620-3005 
 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov.              
 
Dear Committee, 
 
As a resident of the 5th judicial district I would like to offer my support to Luke Berger for the current opening
for judge. 
 
I became acquainted with Luke several years ago at a friend’s wedding.  I was immediately impressed with
Luke’s quick wit.  As I became better acquainted with Luke, I found him to be energetic, motivated, responsive,
and very innovative.  Above all I most impressed with Luke’s integrity. 
 
As you are aware the 5th judicial district is a diverse and large area.  Luke comes from a background that makes 
him well aware and receptive to the areas needs.  His knowledge and ability to administer the laws of our state,
a well as his compassion to view a set of circumstances surrounding our diverse area will make him an excellent
judge for this district. 
 
My recommendation does not come lightly.  My son was the victim of negligent homicide in 2002.  Since then I 
have volunteered through the DOC as a victim speaker at many of the DOC facilities and contract
facilities.  Through these experiences and knowledge of Luke, I give him my highest recommendation for the
position he has applied for.  Please give him the utmost consideration for this judgeship. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Mardi E. Elford 
P O Box 448 
Twin Bridges, MT  59754 
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