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September 16, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re:  Letter of recommendation, Donald Jones for District Court Judge, 1st Judicial District 
 
Respected members of the Commission: 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I write this letter of recommendation. I have known Don Jones for 
many years both personally and professionally. Don has volunteered his time to serve on several 
boards in Helena and has passionately supported his beliefs which I have always found to be in the 
best interest of the organization he is serving. Whether it was while he was serving on the Helena 
School Board or as an advocate for those with disabilities, Don has always been objective and 
demonstrated a unique ability to listen and understand both sides of any issue. I believe that Don 
would serve as District Court Judge with utmost professionalism. 
 
I have called Helena home for most of the last 40 years; I raised my children here and have been 
practicing architecture in the State of Montana for 20 years running my own practice. I have a 
great interest in what is best for our great State and I also volunteer my time serving on 
committees and volunteer boards. I currently serve on the Governors Main Street Montana 
Program Small Business and Downtown KIN. 
 
If there is anything else I can offer to support Don in this pursuit, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael W. Dowling, AIA, NCARB 
President, Dowling Studio Architects, PC 
Vice President, One Way Marine and Motorsports 
 
Past Chair -  Helena Business Improvement District  

Helena Parking Commission, 
Helena Area Chamber of Commerce  
Montana Chapter of the American Institute of Architects 



















 
Judicial Nomination Committee 
C/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena MT  59620 
 
Re: Don Jones, applicant for the vacancy in the First Judicial District 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I am a retired pediatrician writing in support of Don Jones for District Court Judge. 
 
I have known Don for approximately 14 years, and have been impressed by both his diligence as a 
lawyer, and his commitment to his community.  I have seen his compassion and competence put to 
work in his representation of the handicapped, and in discrimination cases.  I have personally hired him 
to represent one of my family members in an identity theft case, which thankfully resulted in the quick 
and thorough correction of a miscarriage of justice.  He served on the Helena School Board for several 
terms, during a very productive period of School Board activity. 
 
I was pleased to serve as his Treasurer when Don ran for the seat of Representative for House District 
82; during many home visits over many months I was able to see his interest in, and grasp of, a wide 
range of issues, as he spoke with diverse members of the community on their front porches.  Don is 
interested in clarifying the elements of an issue, rather than argument for the sake of argument.  He 
listens carefully and well. 
 
Don has a lot of energy, which shows in his work ethic, his community involvement, and his attention to 
his family’s many activities – most recently in his provision of spare space in his law office for several of 
Helena’s competitive robotics teams! 
 
I have no doubt that Don’s intelligence, energy, and temperament will serve our community well in the 
position of District Judge - 
 
Sincerely 
Elizabeth P Gundersen MD 
Helena  MT 
September 28, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 



 



704 Stuart Street 
Helena, MT  59601 
September 17, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of the application of Donald Jones for the position of District 
Court Judge in the 1st Judicial District.  I have known Don for the past 16 years and 
can attest to his exemplary character, ability to grasp the relevant details of 
whatever comes before him as well as his profound work ethic.   
 
Don and I served on the Helena Public School board together for five years.  In that 
time, Don brought energy, compassion and an ability to understand both sides of an 
issue.  Our years together on the board were not quiet ones as anyone who 
remembers the Health Enhancement Curriculum approval process would 
understand.  Through the numerous public hearings Don retained his calm 
demeanor in the face of sometimes unpleasant and personally challenging 
comments.  Don then deliberated and made his decision based on the facts, not his 
personal feelings or the emotional appeal of the public.   
 
Don’s commitment to public service extends beyond time spent as an elected school 
board member.  He has been active in supportive of our local bicycle trail system, 
coaching his children’s sports teams, became a foster and then adoptive parent. And 
all this in conjunction with his professional work in the area of disability rights. 
 
In closing, I would re-affirm my support for Don as a District Court Judge in the 1st 
Judicial District.  Don would thoughtfully and fairly consider all issues before him.  
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Elizabeth D. Goldes 
libbygoldes@gmail.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:49 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Eric Feaver [mailto:efeaver@mea-mft.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 11:46 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Don Jones Application for Judicial Appointment 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620‐3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Don Jones has applied for appointment to fill an impending vacancy in the 1st Judicial District, Lewis and Clark 
County, Montana. 
 
I recommend your fullest consideration of his application. 
 
On issues of primary concern to me, I am confident Don will correctly read our state constitution and laws and 
rule accordingly. 
 
Further, Don is fully engaged in our community, our children and their education, our mentally ill and their 
treatment.  
 
Plus Don has an easy going, compelling manner about him that serves him well now and will continue to do so 
on the bench.    
 
Don’s application speaks for itself.  He has earned your notice. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
 

Eric Feaver 
901 Flowerree 
Helena MT  59601 
 



2
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Michael Swingley [mailto:MSwingley@lccountymt.gov]  
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 9:04 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Don Jones 
 
I respectfully submit this recommendation on behalf of Mr. Don Jones, Esq.,, who has submitted his name for the 
vacancy in the First Judicial District Court, created by retiring judge Jeffrey Sherlock. 
 
I have worked with and known Mr. Jones for the last 5 years while serving as a judge in Lewis and Clark County. Mr. 
Jones is one of the people I am always happy to see working on a case, as he is very intelligent, straight forward in his 
thinking, common sense orientated and organized. He always works hard for his clients and seems to have a great 
knowledge of the court system, Montana Rules of Evidence, Criminal and Civil Procedure. 
 
Mr. Jones would be a good choice for a District Judge.  
 
Respectfully, 
Mike Swingley 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:48 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: kkgliewe@bresnan.net [mailto:kkgliewe@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Sunday, September 20, 2015 5:18 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: application by Don Jones 
 

Dear Members of the Commission, 

I am writing to provide input on the application of my neighbor, Don Jones, for the position of First Judicial Court Judge.  In addition to 
the community service that Don Jones outlined in his application, I would like to mention the acts of neighborliness that the he has 
exhibited over the years.  Since about 2005 when Don and Sandy Jones and their family moved into our neighborhood accessible by a 
lane not maintained by the city, he has taken it upon himself to plough our street and driveways in the Winter.  Without his unsolicited 
service we would have been snow bound many times.  During countless early hours of  snowy mornings, he can be found on his snow 
plough, making sure that we can come and go.  When his son was younger, Don would often have the boy with him; teaching a 
valuable lesson of service. He extended this kindness to an elderly woman who lived on the street below us.  Without this help she may 
not have been able to remain independent in her home as long as she did.  

Don's concern for the environment and love of the outdoors is manifested in the practical way of controlling noxious weeds in our 
neighborhood.  This is another task that he has simply taken upon himself without an expectation of recompense.  He lent a helping 
hand to another neighbor in building a retaining wall to prevent erosion.   

I have witnessed the patient fatherliness with which he taught his son to ride a bike on our mutual lane and in more recent years, his 
adopted niece.  As an adoptee myself, I have the utmost respect for someone who will give a child a good home.  

I think that the day to day conduct of someone in their personal life speaks volumes about their character, perhaps even more so than 
their public persona. I can attest that Don is considerate and law abiding even in small ways.  For these reasons I believe that Don 
Jones has the appropriate temperament, work ethic and fairness to be a good judge.  I encourage you to advance Mr. Jones' 
application to the Governor.   

Sincerely,  

Kathleen Christianson Gliewe 

  









 

Bruce K. Messinger, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
6500 East Arapahoe Road 
Boulder, Colorado 80303 
720-561-5114 
bruce.messinger@bvsd.org 

 
 

  
October 5, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I write this letter to support Donald Jones’ application for the First District Judicial Judgeship. Don 
is a thoughtful and committed public servant who has provided valuable service to the Helena 
community and throughout the state of Montana. I have always been impressed with Don’s high 
integrity and desire to address the needs of all children and families even in difficult and challenging 
situations.  
 
I first met Don when he was elected to the Helena School District Board of Trustees, and I was 
superintendent of schools. Don served as president of the Helena School District Board of Trustees 
during my tenure as superintendent. In that role, he was thoughtful, trustworthy and willing to invest 
the time to thoroughly research issues, so the Board of Trustees and school district administration 
were well informed before taking action. This dedication to getting complete and thorough data 
served us well and resulted in better decisions.   
 
Don has always had the courage and commitment to address difficult issues when it was in the best 
interest of children and families. He  understands the need to consider the interests of all parties, 
especially when they do not have the expertise or resources to advocate for their position.  
 
In addition to his service on the Helena School District Board of Trustees, Don is active in the 
Helena community, providing opportunities for youth and advocating for the needs of 
underrepresented citizens. During my years in Helena working with Don, I valued his understanding 
and empathy for the diverse community.  Don supported the consensus work we conducted in the 
school district and throughout the community.  By design, the consensus decision-making process 
encourages all individuals to participate and have a voice, so the outcome is responsive to all needs. 
 
I give my full support to Don Jones’ application for the First District Judicial Judgeship. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you need additional information. 
 

 
 
Bruce K. Messinger, Ph.D.  
Superintendent, Boulder Valley School District, Boulder, CO  2011- present 
Superintendent, Helena School District, Helena, MT  1997-2001 



Mark	  R.	  Lambrecht	  
945	  Sunny	  Vista	  Road	  
Helena,	  MT	  59602	  
(406)	  594-‐2955	  cell	  

marklambrecht@mt.net	  
	  
	  
	  
October	  6,	  2015	  
	  
Judicial	  Nomination	  Commission	  
c/o	  Lois	  Menzies	  
Office	  of	  Court	  Administrator	  
P.O.	  Box	  203005	  
Helena,	  MT	  59620-‐3005	  
	  
Commissioners:	  
	  
Please	  consider	  this	  letter	  of	  support	  for	  the	  application	  of	  Donald	  Jones	  for	  district	  court	  judge	  for	  the	  
1st	  Judicial	  District.	  
	  
I	  am	  a	  former	  executive	  of	  two	  Montana	  associations	  and	  am	  currently	  employed	  as	  Director	  of	  
Government	  Affairs	  for	  the	  Rocky	  Mountain	  Elk	  Foundation.	  
	  
I’ve	  known	  Mr.	  Jones	  personally	  and	  professionally	  for	  over	  20	  years	  and	  recommend	  him	  without	  
reservation.	  
	  
My	  professional	  involvement	  with	  Mr.	  Jones	  involved	  his	  service	  as	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Helena	  School	  
District	  Board	  of	  Trustees.	  I	  was	  Executive	  Director	  of	  the	  Montana	  Quality	  Education	  Coalition	  toward	  
the	  end	  of	  his	  tenure	  on	  the	  Board	  and	  engaged	  him	  on	  several	  complicated	  public	  school	  funding	  
issues.	  I	  always	  found	  Mr.	  Jones	  to	  be	  well	  prepared	  for	  all	  proceedings	  and	  he	  consistently	  displayed	  
thorough	  knowledge	  of	  Montana’s	  public	  school	  funding	  system.	  Mr.	  Jones	  was	  always	  tough	  but	  fair	  
and	  respectful	  in	  questioning	  me	  and	  others	  during	  testimony.	  
	  
I’ve	  also	  had	  the	  privilege	  of	  working	  with	  Mr.	  Jones	  on	  a	  volunteer	  basis.	  We	  were	  both	  board	  
members	  of	  the	  Helena	  Wrestling	  Club	  for	  the	  past	  couple	  of	  years.	  I	  served	  as	  Tournament	  Director	  
and	  he	  as	  treasurer.	  During	  our	  time	  on	  the	  board,	  we	  helped	  dramatically	  increase	  club	  revenue	  and	  
improve	  operating	  procedures.	  The	  club’s	  financial	  procedures	  had	  been	  neglected	  for	  a	  number	  of	  
years,	  leading	  to	  mismanagement	  of	  funds.	  Mr.	  Jones	  immediately	  implemented	  a	  system	  of	  
transparency	  and	  accounting	  procedures	  that	  corrected	  the	  problems.	  
	  
Donald	  Jones	  is	  a	  highly	  intelligent,	  honorable	  and	  hard	  working	  individual	  with	  the	  temperament	  and	  
objectivity	  to	  be	  a	  successful	  judge.	  
	  	  
I	  encourage	  you	  to	  appoint	  him	  to	  this	  important	  position.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

	  
Mark	  R.	  Lambrecht	  
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 7, 2015 4:33 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Dave Dalthorp [mailto:dcd@gsjw.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 05, 2015 3:41 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Don Jones Application for First Judicial District Judge 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 

RE:     Don Jones Application for First Judicial District Judge 

 
Dear Commission members: 
 
          This letter is a recommendation that the Commission submit Don Jones’ name to the 
Governor for consideration to take Judge Sherlock’s place as a judge in the First Judicial 
District Court.   
 

We first met in the late 1990's when Don was a young attorney working with Harrison, 
Loendorf & Poston, and I was a new partner at Gough, Shanahan, Johnson & Waterman.  We 
were on opposite sides of litigation involving a motor vehicle accident, as I recall.  I found Don 
both capable and pleasant in our interactions on that case and ever since.   
 
          In his current law practice, Don primarily represents plaintiffs employment related 
matters.  A significant portion of my practice consists of representing defendants in 
employment related matters, so Don and I are still on opposite sides.  It is important for a 
District Court judge to give a fair shake to both sides, and I believe Don would do that. 
 
          What makes Don stand out among the applicants is that he has a great deal of experience 
in civil litigation in addition to a prior experience with criminal matters.  I think it is important 
to have more than one judge in the First Judicial District Court with substantial experience in 
civil litigation.  Don’s even temperament and legal expertise in both criminal and civil matters 
make him a outstanding applicant for District Judge.  I urge you to submit his name to the 
Governor.   
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Sincerely,  
 
 
Dave Dalthorp 
1555 Charlie Russell Dr. 
Helena, MT 59601                                                               











 
Joan Miles 

500 Diehl Drive 
Helena, MT  59601 

Joanmiles03@gmail.com 
406.431.5444 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 
RE:  Donald Ford Jones – application for vacancy in First Judicial District 
 
 
Dear members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am pleased to join in encouraging you to submit Don Jones’ name to the Governor 
for consideration as a judge to replace the retiring Hon. Jeffrey Sherlock in 
Montana’s First Judicial District.   
 
My professional experience with Mr. Jones was primarily during his tenure as a 
School Board member for the Helena School District.  Don was a thoughtful, 
reasoned board member, consistently listening to all of the information before 
developing his position on sometimes very controversial issues.  He always kept a 
very professional and even temperament, and was courteous to all involved.    
 
My association with Don suggests to me that he would be an excellent judge.  He is 
bright, committed to public service, and dedicated to his legal profession.  I 
encourage this Commission to forward his name to the Governor for his 
consideration.   
 
Thank you.   
 
Sincerely,  
Joan Miles 
 
 

 

mailto:Joanmiles03@gmail.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:21 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: chuckbutlr@aol.com [mailto:chuckbutlr@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 2:31 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation for Attorney Donald F. Jones to be named Judge in the 1st Judicial District 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
          Attn: Lois Menzies 
  
Simply stated, Donald F. Jones will make an excellent Judge in the1st Judicial District  
and an outstanding  successor to Judge Sherlock, who frankly will be hard to replace.  
  
I have known Don for a number of years and especially from the time he served on the  
Helena School Board. He is thoughtful. He is considerate. He is a leader. He is open to  
knowing all the facts of an issue and he listens carefully and with sincere interest to others,  
then reaches well-reasoned conclusions and/or decisions. 
  
The citizens of the 1st Judicial District would be well-served by Don 'on the bench.' 
I would highly recommend that the Judicial Nomination Commission put forth the name 
of Donald F. Jones to Governor Bullock for the governor to interview Don for the 
position of Judge in the 1st Judicial District. 
  
Respectfully, 
Chuck Butler 
3360 Vince's Court 
Helena, MT 59602 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:20 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: john koerth [mailto:jkhelena54@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 6:54 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: comments on Don Jones application for district court judge 
 

 

I’ve known Don Jones for 15+ years in my capacity as a professional educator and as a parent of children who 
grew up with his.  I’m writing as a personal, rather than a professional reference, in attestation to the character, 
integrity, work ethic, common sense and humanity of Don Jones; all characteristics a candidate for judge should 
possess in strong measure, and to which I can speak with great assurance.  As I will delineate, Don Jones is a 
leader who doesn’t stand on the sidelines complaining.  He gets involved and works diligently to accomplish his 
purpose– even if that accomplishment includes waiting on tables, wearing tights or negotiating half the night 
between teachers and administration – he follows through with what he believes. 

 

I’ve known Don Jones to help his friends build houses, install new floors in his family room, research and build 
water features for landscaping, butcher venison and cook dinner.  He thinks ahead, works hard and problem-
solves quickly.  He isn’t afraid to get his hands dirty and doesn’t hold himself above any job or any 
individual.  I’ve also known him to target-practice for hours and research calls, equipment and his quarry before 
embarking on a hunt; testament to a man who can both enjoy hunting and have a profound respect for wildlife 
and the environment.  

 

It is as a family man, however, that I know Don best.  We have children of approximately the same age and 
have spent many hours together waiting for our ballerinas to be finished with class.  Rather than complaining 
(like me) about the inordinate amount of time, money and practice required for ten- year-olds to perform in the 
Nutcracker, Don volunteered as an adult cast member.  He said that, if it was the only way to see more of his 
girls, he’d learn how to dance.  Lifting tiny ballerinas across the stage while wearing pink tights and lederhosen 
may not seem like the best recommendation for judgeship, but, to me it represents the depth of commitment 
Don has to his values and his willingness to follow through with what he believes (as well as possession of a 
sense of humor).   

 

I’ve also watched Don efficiently wait tables during a dinner theater fund-raiser for the robotics program his son 
participates in.  He helped plan and organize the event, in addition to donating the space for XWorks to use; all 
so that he could spend his weekends chaperoning middle school students through the Northwest as they 
competed to perform tasks with the robot they had designed and constructed.   
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Don’s commitment extends beyond his immediate family.  He worked hard, at both a state and local level, to 
ensure that all Montana school children have a quality education and that teachers be recognized and paid for 
what they do.  As an educator, I greatly appreciate his dedication to our schools.  On another level, I’ll always 
treasure the picture he took of my son as he proudly held up the six point rack of his first buck.  While hunting 
on my family’s ranch, Don let Shawn drive his 4-wheeler (a thrill Shawn talked about for weeks) to a spot he’d 
scouted previously and set up for the perfect shot.  Don made sure my son got his deer before doing any hunting 
himself.  He’s also spent a great deal of time arranging to adopt his young niece and welcoming her into the 
family.  After seeing his older girls off to college, Don, once more, is waiting for a daughter to be finished with 
ballet classes.  I watched him tenderly hold her in his lap at the Nutcracker performance last year, while my own 
daughter danced her final solo before going off to college, and was flooded with admiration for his love and 
dedication.   

 

I know less about Don’s professional life, though I see him as an astute businessman and money manager who 
has successfully started his own law firm after waiting to get the requisite experience and financial security to 
do so.  He is not a businessman, however, who views the world primarily through a lens of his own financial 
gain.  Don Jones has dedicated himself to serve those who are least able to defend themselves, both as a legal 
advocate and as an advocate for education.  He’s done pro-bono work for those people and issues he believes in 
and has served as a volunteer member for various boards and organizations, including the Helena School 
Board.   

 

I understand that my observation of Don’s personal attributes cannot directly relate to his professional 
capabilities.  However, I believe that one can strongly reflect the other.  The kind of man I’d want adjudicating 
a case that could affect me as an individual, an educator or a Montanan would be a man with personal qualities 
like commitment, integrity, humanity and compassion.  I’d want someone who could see the big picture and 
both sides of an issue, someone willing to research and scout out the terrain; someone who would work hard 
and pay attention to the details.  I’d want a judge for whom no job is too small to do well and no person 
unimportant or beneath consideration – a man like Don Jones. 

  

Sharon Koerth 

smkoerth@gmail.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:20 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Jeffrey Hindoien [mailto:jhindoien@hindoienlaw.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:44 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Don Jones Application for First Judicial District Court Judge 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
RE:  Don Jones Application for First Judicial District Court Judge 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
I am writing to urge your recommendation of Don Jones to Governor Bullock for his consideration as a 
candidate for appointment to the vacant First Judicial District Judge position. 
 
I have worked directly with Don in the past in his capacity as a member of the Board of Trustees for Helena 
Public Schools, and he consistently demonstrated his energy, commitment to public service, intellect and 
judgment in working on behalf of the children in our community.  I am confident that those same 
qualities, combined with the depth and breadth of his legal experience and knowledge, would serve him well as 
a District Court Judge here in Helena. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeffrey M. Hindoien 
  
--  
Jeffrey M. Hindoien 
1325 Charlie Russell Drive 
Helena, MT  59601 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:19 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Lance Melton [mailto:lance.l.melton@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2015 12:01 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Don Jones 
Subject: Letter of Support of Nomination of Don Jones 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission (Attention to Lois Menzies): 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Don Jones’ application for the position of district court judge for the 1st Judicial 
District.  I am sending this letter in my individual capacity as a member of the Bar since 1996. 
 
I have known Don for over ten years and have had numerous opportunities to interact with Don on a variety of public 
policy issues.  I have always found Don to be level headed, highly intelligent, and open to considering others’ views in his 
work.  Don is very civic‐minded, having volunteered as an elected school board member for Helena Public Schools and as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Montana School Boards Association.  I have often relied on Don to provide a 
centrist, solutions‐based perspective to controversial issues and have admired both his ability to carefully analyze all 
angles of an issue and the judgment he has displayed when reaching a decision.   
 
In addition to my interactions with Don in my professional capacity, I have also enjoyed a friendship with Don and his 
family during the last ten years.  I have always found Don to display honesty, integrity, kindness and compassion in his 
professional and personal dealings.  The combination of these admirable traits with Don's unbelievable work ethic make 
him particularly suited for a judicial position. 
 
I recommend Don without hesitation for the position of district court judge for the 1st Judicial District.  Please let me 
know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lance Melton, Attorney at Law, Helena Montana 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 5:19 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: sradford@strainbld.com [mailto:sradford@strainbld.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 10, 2015 11:37 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: don@hohenlohejones.com 
Subject: (ID:53A93F900030F75F) 
 
October 10th, 2015 (Saturday) 
  
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. BOX 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
  
RE:  Attorney Donald Ford Jones, applicant for the vacancy in the First Judicial District 
  
Dear Members of the Commission: 
  
I strongly recommend submission to Governor Bullock of the name of Atty Don Jones for his selection as a 
Judge in the First Judicial District.  I am an attorney who specializes in collections and Bankruptcy.  I am been a 
Montana Attorney since 1981 (based out of Great Falls).  The Montana Bar is small enough to know the good 
and bad attorneys, either personally or by reputation.  ATTORNEY DON JONES IS ONE OF THE GOOD 
ONES! 
  
Over three years ago I was approached by Atty Jones to provide my input and expertise into the enforcement of 
a District Court Judgment (a complicated and difficult case).  The judgment had arose over the issue of 
employee rights.  The judgment creditor was more than entitled to her judgment award.  I was impressed by 
Atty Jones dogged determination into the advancement of his client's rights.  He did not give up, even in the 
face of extreme difficulties.  It was quite impressive. 
  
I see that there are eleven applicants for this position.  I know a good number of the other applicants either 
personally or by reputation.  Of those individuals, I think that Atty Don Jones is by far the most qualified to be a 
District Court Judge.  Being a MT District Court Judge is one of the hardest jobs in all of Montana.  Hands 
down, Atty Don Jones has all the abilities, experience and skills to be an extraordinary District Court Judge.   
  
I have read all of the published twenty-two (22) comments concerning Atty Don Jones.  All of them positive.  I 
am proud to add mine to the list.  I think Helena and all of Montana would be VERY well served by having 
Attorney Jones on the District Court Bench. 
  
PLEASE PASS ATTORNEY JONES' NAME ON TO THE GOVERNOR! 
  
Scott M. Radford, esq. 
Radford Law Firm, P.C. 
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P.O. Box 2928 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
  
(406) 452-5522 office 
sradford@strainbld.com  
  
  
Annette Hocker 
Legal Assistant 
Radford Law Firm 
(406)452-5522  
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Joanne Schrupp [mailto:joanne.strauss@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 8:13 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: 1st Judicial District vacancy 
 
Greetings. I am writing on behalf of Don Jones who has filed to fill the vacancy created by Judge Sherlock's 
departure in the 1st Judicial District. 
 
I've had the pleasure of knowing Don for over ten years. We were appointed to the Montana School Board 
Association's Board of Directors at the same time; Don represented the Helena Municipal District and I 
represented a large portion of southeastern Montana, including Colstrip. He & I come from very different 
communities and even political persuasions but in our years serving together on that Board, we learned a great 
deal from each other: about our schools, students, communities, families and interests. I found Don to be 
sincerely interested in learning about and understanding opposing viewpoints as well as willing to find common 
ground. He is passionate about the underdog and those who have been marginalized through no fault of their 
own. I admire his tenacity and his firmly held beliefs. I believe Don would serve with an open mind as a judge 
and strive to find truth and justice. 
 
Respectfully, 
Joanne Schrupp 
POB 188 
Colstrip MT 59323 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Nancy Courter [mailto:mtnridge2014@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:46 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Donald F. Jones for District Judge 
 
I have know Don since he was a baby.  He has grown into an awesome man and I would definitely 
trust him as a judge.  He cares about people and always likes to help the underdog.  When he was a 
young man he mentored my son by spending time with him, taking him camping and hiking.  My son's 
dad wasn't around to be an example to him and Don really filled that spot.  I have watched him grow 
into an awesome father and a very caring attorney.  He isn't afraid to speak the truth where it is 
needed, but always in a kind and caring way.  He is a fantastic father, always taking interest in what 
his children have done and giving them a great example of what it is like to be in a loving home. 
 
Thank you 
 
Nancy Courter 
13613 Cedar Circle E 
Bonney Lake, WA 98391 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Jim Hunt [mailto:jhunt@huntlaw.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 3:24 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Donald Ford Jones 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commissioner Members: 
 
I write to recommend you forward Don Jones' name to the Governor for nomination to as a district court judge in the 
First Judicial District.  I have known Don for many years.  He is a person of high integrity, compassion, and 
intelligence.  Don listens to others and weighs differing opinions carefully.  His law practice reflects he is a person who 
will protect the rights of individuals. 
 
I am also uniquely qualified to comment on Don as a member of the community and a family person.  He and I appeared 
on many occasions in ballet productions so we could dance with our daughters.  Don is a passable dancer and looks 
great in ballet slippers and a baker's hat.  In addition, Don was on the school board for a number of years.  I think it 
speaks highly of Don that he was and still is willing to put himself out there for his family and for the community. 
 
The State of Montana would do well to have Don selected to replace the Honorable Jeffrey Sherlock. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jim Hunt 
406‐442‐8552 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Jones

From: Quint Nyman [mailto:quint@mympea.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 3:36 PM 
To: Cook, Kevin 
Subject: Donald Ford Jones: 1st Judicial Court Nominee 
 
Dear Judicial Nominations Commission, 
Please consider this communication as support for the nomination of Donald Ford Jones for the 1st Judicial Court. 
 
I have had the opportunity to witness Donald at work on several occasions and have appreciated his straight forward 
and common sense approach to the practice of law.  I believe this gives Donald the approach that the world of law 
should be approachable by all and not just a select few.   
 
Donald has given a great deal of his personal and professional time to many cause that have a positive effect on our 
society, most notably in my mind is his time on the Helena School District School Board.  By no means are those elected 
positions easy or without the commitment of time and energy.  As I said, this is just one of Donald's many contributions.
 
Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation and of Donald's application.  I believe he would serve this 
position well. 
 
Thank you, 
Quint Nyman 
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