
September 30, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Committee 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203006 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
I am writing in support of the nomination of Melissa Culpepper Broch to fill the vacancy created by the pending 
retirement of District Court Judge Jeffrey Sherlock. 
 
I have known Melissa for over 15 years and consider myself a friend of both Melissa and her current employer, Lewis & 
Clark County Attorney Leo Gallagher.  Most of our relationship is based upon our mutual love of whitewater rafting and 
U of M Grizzly Football. Each of these endeavors is an emotionally charged adventure where both mind and body are 
often taxed to the max (especially recent Grizzly games). In truth, Grizzly games are more of a watch, groan and 
(hopefully) cheer experience than is whitewater rafting. 
 
I mention whitewater rafting because it involves more than just hopping in a boat and floating down a river. It is an 
activity that calls for careful planning, patience, decision making and precise execution, all qualities of which I have 
observed in Melissa Broch. In addition to the actual activity of floating down a whitewater river, multi-day trips also call 
upon participants to interact socially and work collectively, again qualities I find admirable in Melissa. 
 
My interactions with Melissa and her employer often present me with the opportunity to listen and engage in post-
resolution conversations about cases in which she has been involved. It has been clear from these conversations that 
Melissa is an extremely important component of the successful prosecution of dozens of individuals involved in violent 
or sexual crimes. Her ability to work with all participants in the criminal justice system is evident. Her compassion and 
respect for the victims of crime as well as her recognition of the ages and background of the perpetrators would allow 
her to prescribe the most appropriate consequences in each individual case. 
 
I am aware of Melissa’s political background, including her stint as Secretary of the Helena Democratic Central 
Committee and extensive work on a number of political campaigns in Montana. Her education in accounting has 
resulted in her serving as the financial advisor to treasurers of several campaigns, including state-wide races. I am 
convinced that Melissa would be well prepared and positioned to run for re-election should she receive appointment to 
the pending vacancy. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, Melissa is clearly familiar with and experienced in the judicial court system in Helena. Her 
participation in over 70 jury trials and 500 non-jury trials brings a wealth of knowledge to the bench that eliminates any 
delay, hesitancy or misstep that might occur should someone less familiar with the process be appointed. Given 
Helena’s status as the focus point for actions against the state, any delay in the system only serves to back up the judicial 
process for others. 
 
For these reasons and others, I would encourage the Committee to forward the nomination of Melissa Culpepper Broch 
to the Governor for appointment as District Court Judge. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Don Judge 
601 Peosta 
Helena, MT 59601 
 
Donjudge7@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:Mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
mailto:Donjudge7@hotmail.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:35 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Broch

From: Dorothy McCarter [mailto:dorothyinmt@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 3:59 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public comment re judicial candidate for first judicial district 
 

Re: Application of Melissa Broch for District Judge, First Judicial District 

 

Dear Commission members: 

 

I would like to recommend Melissa Broch for the judicial position being vacated by the Honorable Jeffrey 
Sherlock. 

I have given much thought to the list of candidates for this position, and know that many of them are good 
lawyers with many of the skills to be good judges. As a sitting district judge in Helena for over 23 years, I have 
had most of the candidates in my court, some more often than others. Among the candidates, I believe that 
Melissa rises to the top of the list. In my opinion, the combination of her legal skills and other qualifications 
exceed those of the other candidates.  

Melissa has served as a deputy county attorney attorney in Lewis and Clark County for many years. She 
appeared in my court countless times. In her duties as deputy county attorney, Melissa has proven her legal 
skills to be exceptional. Her research, writing, and trial practice are impeccable. She is articulate and logical in 
her approach to legal issues. Her manner of speaking in court and questioning witnesses is gentle and even 
tempered, and, importantly, she is reasonable. When presenting or arguing a legal issue, she is well prepared 
and considers opposing arguments with an open mind. One of the worst traits a judge can have is a closed mind. 
A judge should be able to change his/her mind after considering all of the arguments and legal theories. Melissa 
excels here. 

When proposing a sentence in a criminal case, Melissa is realistic, practical, and flexible. Again, one of the 
worst traits a judge can have is lack of ability to rise above his/her initial belief as to the appropriate sentence, 
and to consider more appropriate dispositions. Melissa has proven herself here also.  

In her legal arguments, both written and oral, Melissa is honest and intelligent. Her briefs are well written and 
accurately cited to authority. Who can trust a judge, who as a practicing attorney has been sloppy or 
disingenuous in his/her legal arguments and citations? I trusted Melissa's legal arguments and citations, having 
never found her accuracy and integrity to be lacking. 
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Melissa has a pleasant and even temperament, as well as a delightful sense of humor. I always enjoyed having 
her in my court. I know that she has a healthy and active lifestyle outside the courtroom, such as river rafting, 
that will help her retain an even emotional balance under the stressful environs of the judiciary. 

For these reasons, I give Melissa my unqualified recommendation for the position, and encourage you to present 
her name to the governor. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dorothy McCarter 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:34 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Broch

From: Michael Swingley [mailto:MSwingley@lccountymt.gov]  
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 9:12 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Melissa Broch 
 
I submit this email in support of Melissa Broch, who has applied for the vacancy left by the retirement of Judge Jeffrey 
Sherlock, First Judicial District Court. 
 
I have known and worked with Melissa Broch for more than fifteen years, both as a Montana Highway Patrol Trooper, 
and as a judge. Ms. Broch is one of the more brilliant of attorneys I have worked with and she carries herself with a kind 
confidence that I think is vital in a judge. Ms. Broch has the experience and education necessary to serve the remaining 
term for Judge Sherlock and is one of the only candidates to have actually litigated in Judge Sherlock's court. Ms. Broch 
is well respected by the other judges in this county and all of the people who come in contact with her. One of Melissa's 
best characteristics is her personality. She is approachable and doesn't ever portray an arrogant attitude or demeanor. 
She is calm, direct and organized.  
 
As a Highway Patrol Trooper, I served 22 years and worked  in 29 counties. I worked with the county attorney's offices in 
each and also have worked extensively with the US Attorney's Office and prosecutors in other states, namely Wyoming 
and Idaho. In all of my experiences I have rarely encountered a prosecutor that is as capable as Ms. Broch.  I believe the 
move to District Judge would be a natural fit for her. 
 
Respectfully, 
Mike Swingley 
 







Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
October 6, 2015 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express why Melissa Culpepper Broch should be 
appointed the next District Court judge for the 1st Judicial District. 
 
From 2006 until 2011, I had the distinct honor to work in the Lewis and Clark County Attorney’s 
Office with Melissa Broch as her legal assistant. During those years, she demonstrated a calm, 
professional demeanor.  Ms. Broch treated all those around her with the utmost respect and 
consideration, whether that person was a judge, support staff, the opposing counsel, the 
defendant, the court staff or a member of the public.  It is my experience in working with Ms. 
Broch that she demonstrates an amazing work ethic, often being the first one in the office and the 
last one to leave.  Always working hard to make sure justice was served.  Ms. Broch was always 
willing to help me expand my knowledge of the law and judicial system – in any way she could.  
There was never a question I couldn’t ask.  She was always prepared, always professional, 
always even tempered and always ready for whatever may come her way.  Along with the all the 
qualities I mention above, Ms. Broch was and continues to be an incredible mentor.  Through her 
example, I have learned to respect the law and the judicial system and those involved, from the 
investigation through the verdict.   
 
For these reasons, I encourage you to appoint Melissa Broch as the next 1st Judicial District 
Court Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Darby Thomas 
 
 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov






 
 
 
 
October 10, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Committee 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203006 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Dear Commission: 
 
I support Melissa Broch for appointment to the First Judicial District Judge seat being vacated by Judge 
Sherlock.   I have known and worked with Melissa for nearly a decade both professionally and 
personally.    I have high regard for her and an individual and as a dedicated attorney who understands 
and honors the law.  
 
My perspective of Melissa’s work is from that of child welfare and family law, some of the most 
complex, challenging and simply human legal work.  Melissa is calm, thoughtful and methodical in her 
work on crimes against children and cases which will determine much about a child’s future.  Melissa 
has worked hard to maintain her education in prosecution of crimes against children, and to stay current 
with best practice and research in both prosecution and victim response and support in these difficult 
situations. 
 
Melissa also has the personal qualities important for a commitment to serve as a judge.  She is calm, 
appropriate with friends and co-workers, and independent.  Personal independence is important in a 
position that can impact other relationships as cases are decided.  I have no doubt that Melissa will 
maintain her independence in thought and decisions.     
 
I have over 20 years of work with cases in the First Judicial District.  I have learned there are qualities 
critically important on the bench and Melissa has them all.  First, she is astute at assessing facts and how 
those facts relate to law; second and perhaps most important, Melissa maintains an open mind as 
information is collected and rather than taking a position she is able to change her mind as cases 
develop; and finally, Melissa values the courtroom processes and understands the role of the judge in 
both moving the case through the process and in maintaining a respectful and civil decorum in court.   
 
I encourage the commission to recommend Melissa Broch for this appointment.  
 
Respectfully,  
Dana Toole 
Dana Toole, LCSW 
1604 Harris Court  
Helena, MT 59601 
 
 
 









To: Montana Judicial Nominating Commission 
From: Carolyn A. Clemens 
Date: October 11, 2015 
Re: Public Comment  for First Judicial District Court Candidate Melissa Broch 
 

Dear Commission Members: 

During my 28 years of employment at the Lewis and Clark County Attorney's Office, I was lucky 
to have several years with Melissa Broch as a co-worker. In the time that we worked together, 
we became very good friends and very close work partners. I have the greatest respect for 
Melissa and her abilities.  I highly recommend her for the vacant judicial position in Lewis and 
Clark County. 

From the first time that I met Melissa, I was impressed with her amazing organizational skills. 
Her cases were always in impeccable order; pleadings, documents and exhibits were always 
prepared well-ahead of a deadline; her workload was so well-organized that she was ready for 
a plea or a trial without any last minute scramble.   She and I tried several felony cases together 
as co-counsel, and I always appreciated her ability to organize a case and to distill it to the very 
basics.  I am aware that the County Attorney, Leo Gallagher, similarly relies on Melissa's ability 
to help prepare complex cases for trial, and he counts on her to assist with the most serious 
and important cases. She has an impressive trial record, both in terms of numbers and 
successes. 

Melissa is undaunted by any task, and cheerfully undertakes whatever comes her way. When 
no one else in the County Attorney's Office would volunteer for a difficult or distasteful case, 
Melissa would always step up. She approaches all of her work with a keen mind, good common 
sense and a great sense of humor. Melissa is an incredibly hard worker and stays with a task 
until it is finished, no matter what that entails. She is fair and even-handed, treating everyone - 
no matter who they are or what position they hold - with respect and kindness. Also, of great 
importance is Melissa's even temperament.  She is able to maintain a calm, pleasant demeanor, 
no matter what the situation. I have no doubt that she would bring  these same qualities to the 
bench.  

A number of the attorneys applying for this judgeship have extensive courtroom experience, 
although I doubt that anyone has more than Melissa. I have observed Melissa on many 
occasions in trial or during routine court appearances.  She is always prepared; she is respectful 
and considerate; she knows the law; she can think on her feet and she retains her composure. It 
was always a pleasure for me to work with Melissa.   

I have no doubt that Melissa would make a fine judge. Please present her name to the 
Governor. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn A. Clemens 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Broch

From: Patti Meyer [mailto:gracentered@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 10:35 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Melissa Broch 
Subject: Public Comment for Melissa Culpepper Broch 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission c/o Lois Menzies, 
 
    Hello, my name is Patti Meyer and I am writing to express my support for the application of my friend 
Melissa Culpepper Broch to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge Jeffrey Sherlock as 1st Judicial District Judge. 
 
    Melissa and I have been friends for close to a decade. We spend most of our time together white-water rafting 
various rivers throughout the United States. Since that sport can be both contemplative and challenging, I feel as 
though river running is a good analogy to life and work. 
 
    We can spend up to 20 days on a single river trip with the same people 24/7. This can create a number of 
group dynamics that can lead to both positive and negative interactions. In all my experiences, I 
have only seen Melissa be positive, proactive, compassionate, honest, and well-organized. She brings to each 
rafting trip sound wisdom and a respectful attitude towards all parties. She has the ability to analyze complex 
issues and bring a strong sense of fairness, good judgement and integrity to any situation. With her even 
temperament, she has a strong desire to have a valuable impact on each person. Melissa is a team player in all 
situations and offers intelligent solutions in even the most delicate environment.  
 
    In stressful circumstances, such as scouting and running rapids with a high degree of difficulty and risk of 
injury, tempers can flare due to nervousness and fear. Some people are not always at their best in these events. 
Not Melissa, she has the ability to analyze and identify compounded concerns with the impressive ability to 
think swiftly on her feet. Through her experiences, she has shown a calm demeanor in these demanding 
moments and makes solid, quick decisions with complete competency. She communicates effectively and 
listens to all sides in conflict. She is courteous and respectful towards others even in the most trying situation. 
Melissa always encourages an outcome that is best to keep the group cohesive and not divided. She has always 
maintained very good relationships and is well-respected in the rafting community. I am certain that all these 
skills are extremely valuable in the practice of law and justice. 
 
    Melissa is the least selfish person I know. She carefully considers each commitment before she makes a 
decision in taking on additional responsibilities or activities. I also know she has a strong, commendable work 
ethic that is a example to others. She often works relentlessly on weekends to prepare for cases on behalf of the 
victims she represents. Melissa is an experienced, hard-working attorney who is also well respected in her 
professional community. 
 
    Melissa would be an outstanding district judge because of her high degree of ethics. I have no reservations in 
recommending Melissa Culpepper Broch for the position and I encourage you to consider her application to the 
Governor for appointment to the 1st Judicial District Court.  
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    It has been a privilege to know Melissa. I have the utmost respect for her as a woman and as a person. 
I am proud to call Melissa Culpepper Broch my friend. 
 
with all sincerity, 
Patti Meyer 
  











Elizabeth A. O’Halloran 
716 Power Street 

Helena, MT  59601 
 
 
October 14, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
RE: Application of Melissa Broch 
 First Judicial District Judge Vacancy 
 
Honorable Members of the Commission: 
 
Please accept this letter in support of Melissa Broch’s application for appointment as 
District Court Judge in the First Judicial District. 
 
When I first met Melissa Broch 21 years ago, she served the public as the Securities 
Attorney at the Montana State Auditor’s office.  She went on to serve the public at 
the Lewis & Clark County Attorney’s Office with distinction and the respect of her 
peers.  Throughout my personal work experience with Melissa Broch, she toiled to 
ensure that the offer and sale of securities in Montana were fair and lawful.   She 
also used all the tools available to her for the benefit of victimized Montana 
consumers.  Melissa Broch’s fundamental commitment to justice and law 
enforcement has defined her remarkable career.  
 
Melissa Broch’s strong background in law enforcement and criminal law, as well as 
her prior experience in securities cases, would ensure a seamless transition from 
the bar to the bench.  Her even-handed approach to problems and willingness to 
listen to all perspectives render her an ideal candidate for the bench.  As a litigator, I 
am convinced that Ms. Broch’s temperament, intelligence and good common sense 
will serve Montana well. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comment.  Please select Melissa 
Broch as a candidate for the Governor’s consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth A. O’Halloran 
 



 
 
October 14, 2015 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
This letter is meant to provide a character reference for Melissa Broch in support of her appointment to the 
vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Sherlock. 
 
I first met Ms. Broch approximately 12 years ago when we were both invited by mutual friends to 
participate in a recreational outing involving a multi-day rafting trip in southern Utah.  Since that time, we 
have both continued to be active in that same group and have participated in 30 or more similar type rafting 
trips including 2 separate rafting trips through the Grand Canyon. 
 
From all the time I have spent with her on those outings I have formed the following opinions of her. 
 
She is a very reliable and responsible person and I have never known her to let anyone down.  Her word is 
like gold and she has always lived up to every commitment I have known her to make. 
 
She is an excellent planner.  The trips mentioned above require a very thoughtful planning process.  I have 
known Melissa to be one of the core planners on several of these trips.  She is very diligent and anytime she 
has planned one of these events, it has always turned out well.  She communicates well with the group and 
is a very effective leader when in that role. 
 
She is a hard worker and maintains a good attitude in the face of adversity.  These trips are often beset with 
unexpected conditions such as incredibly poor weather, equipment failure, accidents, and the like.  When 
faced with such happenings, she is always a dependable participant to work as a team with the group to 
overcome the crisis.  She never hesitates to join in with any of the hard labor involved in packing and 
unpacking.  In my conversations with her, I also believe that she works extremely hard in her professional 
life.  I can tell that she often works many hours above and beyond a normal work week and that she is the 
type of person that “gets it done” without excuses. 
 
She is a very fair minded person.  The people that participate in these trips often consist of 15 or more in 
number.  As you might expect in diverse groups such as these, there is disagreement from time to time.  
I’ve always known Melissa to be patient during disagreements and to listen carefully to all sides.  Her 
opinions during the disagreement are always well informed and seem very logical to me.  She is very much 
a problem solver in these instances. 
 
I’ve lived in the Helena area all my life (since the 1950’s) and have spent the last 25 years of my life 
managing a hydroelectric plant for the Montana DNRC.  I can’t speak much to her knowledge about legal 
issues and how our justice system works, but in the world I’m familiar with, she has all the characteristics 
that would work well in a responsible position such as this judgeship. 
 
I think if she were appointed, she would do an excellent job for the citizens in this area. 
 
Thank you for your time and the opportunity to express my opinion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mike Sims 
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