Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 5:34 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: Russ Hart [mailto:hartlaw406@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 5:32 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Eighteenth Judicial District Vacancy - Chris Gray letter of support

Ms. Menzies, Committee,

Chris Gray has spent much of his professional life in service of the people of Gallatin County, and I am writing
to express my support of him as he seeks to continue that service on the as a Judge in Montana’s Eighteenth
Judicial District. While I was a Deputy Gallatin County Attorney I had the privilege to work with Chris while
he served as the County’s Chief Civil Deputy. During that time, I observed in him the traits of a public servant
who is uniquely fit to fill this vacancy.

Chris has worked as a civil litigator in private practice, a criminal prosecutor, and as the Chief Civil Deputy of
Gallatin County. Chris has met the diverse issues which have confronted him over his career with the level of
competency we expect of our judges. More importantly, he has met these issues with the characteristics which
will enable him to serve honorably on the bench; humility, an even temperament, and a sense of justice.

Thank you for considering my input, and best of luck with your decision.

Russ Hart



Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,

Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: Bjorn Boyer [mailto:bjornb5@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 5:59 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Letter in Support of Chris Gray - 18th Judicial District Court

Dear Ms. Menzies,

I have known Chris Gray for almost two years. I first got to know Chris when he was the Chief Civil Deputy in
the Gallatin County Attorney’s Office, where I work as a prosecutor. Chris was very well respected and well
liked by every one in the office. Recently Chris left the County Attorney’s Office and re-entered private
practice. I have observed that Chris is very analytical and conscientious in his decision-making. Chris does not
rush to judgment but makes sure he is doing things correctly before moving forward. As a judge, I believe he
would be very fair and approach each case in a straightforward and reasoned way. Over the course of his career,
Chris has practiced in a variety of different legal fields. Chris was general counsel for a large construction firm,
he advised an Indian tribe in Eastern Washington, he was a criminal prosecutor for Gallatin County, and was a
civil deputy for the county, ultimately serving as the Chief Civil Deputy. Chris’s experience qualifies him well
to serve as a judge.

I also know Chris because we are both members of the Gallatin Empire Lions Club. Through my membership
with the Lions, I have observed Chris spend countless hours serving his community. Chris is especially
dedicated to the Lions youth football program, which provides a football league for fifth and sixth graders in the
Bozeman area. Even though he does not have any children playing in the league, he still dedicates nearly every
weekend during the fall to serve the youth of our community. I also know that Chris was involved in youth
hockey here in the community for many years.

In sum, I know Chris to be a man of keen intellect and a man of integrity who would serve Gallatin County as
an excellent judge. I gladly support his nomination to the bench.

Sincerely,

Bjorn E. Boyer



Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
PO Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

October 23, 2016
To the Members of the Montana Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am happy to write a letter of support for Bozeman attorney Chris Gray for the position of
Gallatin County District Court Judge. | believe that Mr. Gray is uniquely qualified for the
position and his application deserves serious contemplation.

Mr. Gray worked for almost ten years in the Gallatin County Attorney’s office as the Chief Civil
Deputy. He has prosecuted and successfully represented cases in construction, business and real
estate in the rapidly growing Bozeman/Gallatin County area. His experience in these areas
would be invaluable in the years to come as the County ponders and wrestles with the issue of
thoughtful and quality growth of the area.

Mr. Gray is a person of great personal integrity. He contributes to the Bozeman community with
an active membership in the Lions Club and by playing a very active role in his church. He and
his wife, Stephanie, have raised three daughters in Bozeman. As a devoted father, he was
involved in helping to coach Pee Wee Football and Girls Hockey. He is a person of even
temperament, compassion and great intelligence. | believe that those are qualities that are
critically important in the role of District Court Judge.

I am the Director of a very prominent, large Bozeman non-profit business and work daily with
the City of Bozeman and Gallatin County. | have had the opportunity to learn of Mr. Gray’s
talent, drive, discipline and compassion in the course of my work. | believe that he is a superb
candidate for this position and highly recommend him to be our next Gallatin County District
Court Judge.

Thank you for your consideration of Mr. Chris Gray’s application.

Sincerely,

Susan F. Gregory
2812 Allison Court
Bozeman, MT 59718



RALPH W. STEELE, P.C.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
a professional corporation

202 West Main Street, Suite 201
Bozeman, Montana 59715 )
Ralph W. Steele Telephone: (406) 582-8986
www. steelelawmi.com Telefax: (406) 582-9995
E-mail: rsteele@steelelawmt.com

October 24, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY
c/o Lois Menzies mitsupremecourt@mi.gov
Office of Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, Montana 59602-3005

RE: Christopher Gray
Montana 18" Judicial Court District Judge Position

Dear Commission:

I am submitting this letter in support of the candidacy of Christopher Gray’s
candidacy for district court judge.

| believe Chris possesses the composure, demeanor and analytical skills to serve
as judge for the Eighteenth Judicial District Court. | have known Chris for approximately
fifteen (15) years and have conferred with him on a variety of criminal and civil matters over
the years. | find Chris to have good analytical skills and a broad knowledge of both civil and
criminal law. Not only does he have experience in criminal law but he also gained a broad
knowledge of civil law and real estate law having worked with the Gallatin County
Attorney’s Office for many years in both litigation and representing the County Commission
and working with other regulatory bodies.

Chris may not be the best known candidate for the open judicial vacancy, but he is
certainly a qualified and respected candidate whose application should be strongly
considered. It is my hope that the commission submits Chris Gray as one of the finalists
for ultimate decision by Governor Bullock.

Yours very truly,

PHW. $TEELE, _P.C.

ph\W. Steele

RWS/lzc



GALLIK, BREMER & MOLLOY, P.C.
Attorneys
777 East Main Street
P.O. Box 70
Bozeman, Montana 59771-0070

October 24, 2016

Montana Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator By Electronic Mail
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Recommendations for Lawyers for Appointment
as District Judge for the Eighteenth Judicial District

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

Gallatin County is fortunate to have so many qualified applicants to replace
the Honorable Mike Salvagni as District Court Judge. Your task, of
recommending several lawyers from these applicants to the Honorable Steve
Bullock, will be difficult. However, in my judgment, having practiced in this
county for 27 years, four (4) applicants, listed in alphabetical order, stand out from
the rest of the field and are deserving of your recommendation: Christopher B.
Gray, Martin David Lambert, James Donald McKenna and Daniel J. Roth. All
would be an excellent judge for this District.

1. Christopher B. Gray.

I’ve known and worked with (and against) Chris for many years, primarily
in his capacity as the Chief Civil Deputy for Gallatin County. Chris, while a
dedicated advocate for Gallatin County, was also a problem solver who navigated
the County through many legal entanglements which, because of his wisdom, did
not see the inside of a courtroom. Chris has a very calm, reassuring demeanor
which would serve him well as a judge.

I've also been impressed with Chris’s dedication to family. He raised his
children in this community and often spoke about them during our conversations



B
that began with a legal problem and then, having discussed that issue, steered to
family and community.

These traits will serve Chris well as a district court judge, where the case
load is filled with family and criminal law cases.

2.  Martin David Lambert.

Marty was born and raised in Bozeman. In turn, he raised his family in
Bozeman. Marty has been, and remains, a dedicated public servant, first as a
deputy county attorney under County Attorney Salvagni, and then as Gallatin
County’s Attorney, a position he has held since 1997. Marty is an excellent trial
attorney and fierce advocate for the people who work for him and for the
community.

In Marty’s capacity as County Attorney, I have been involved in several
criminal and civil cases, usually on opposite sides but on occasion, on the same
side. In those instances, while we have not always agreed, he has always kept the
interests of the community first, whether it be in the form of public safety or in the
area of complex issues of land use law in a county that has seen (and continues to
see) explosive, and continuing growth.

He has also advocated for the County’s Drug Treatment Court, victim
services and has served on DUI task forces and child protective committees.

Most recently, Marty has been instrumental in working with other attorneys
in the community to raise public awareness of and support for a $70 million dollar
bond issue for a badly needed courthouse and law enforcement complex. Several
members of the committee leading this charge have commented to me about
Marty’s focus and common sense advocacy that has helped guide those efforts.

His devotion to public service is not limited to the field of law. An
accomplished musician, he has worked tirelessly to support the arts in Bozeman for
all ages, including grade school children, through his position with the Montana
Chamber Music Society, which sponsors “Noon Notes” for kids. He also serves
on the Board of Directors of the Intermountain Opera Company, providing opera to
the community. He also works with students at Bozeman High School.
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I was also recently impressed with Marty’s advocacy for the attorneys in his
office when the Gallatin County Commission set their most recent budget. His
attorneys work very hard for the community they serve and, as we know, the legal
profession is demanding, and is becoming increasingly difficult for prosecutors and
public defenders, in a rapidly growing community and more and more cases.

Marty is known for running a tight ship with the public funds entrusted to his
office. However, when the County Commissioners balked at modest compensation
increases for his deputies, Marty went to bat for them and, in the end, was able to
obtain the requested budget increase.

There is no question that Marty, as he has his entire career, will put the
community’s interests first and foremost. Having spent nearly his entire life in this
community, he knows the challenges that this community faces and would serve
our community very well as a District Court Judge.

3. James D. McKenna.

When Judge Salvagni announced his retirement, and before anyone
announced their interest in the job, Jim was one of the first names that came to
mind as his replacement. He was extensive experience as a prosecutor, judge and
civil litigator, with extensive experience in family law.

I first met Jim when he was the City Attorney for the Town of West
Yellowstone, Montana. He was responsible for representing the Town in civil and
criminal matters. During a portion of his tenure for that Town, I served as a public
defender at the request of the Honorable Lewis Scott. This work, in turn, led to
representation of businesses, the Town’s library and employees of the Town in
disputes or negotiations with the Town.

During those interactions, I found Jim to be a very quick study, particularly
as he was responsible for many aspects of the law such as prosecution of
misdemeanor offenses, employment relations, open meetings laws, resort tax
issues and interactions with federal agencies which have significant land holdings
in and around West Yellowstone. He was a patient and compassionate advocate
for the Town and looked for ways to solve problems that served the Town well.

I have also been before Jim in his capacity as a City Judge in Bozeman,
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Again, he showed the same characteristics that I witnessed when he served as an
attorney for the Town of West Yellowstone, and made clear to me he has the
temperament to be an outstanding judge.

I am also aware of Jim’s extensive experience in family law matters, which
is a fair amount of a district court’s docket. When I have a client who needs
assistance with family law matters, Jim is always the first name I provide.

In sum, Jim has extensive experience in all aspects of the legal profession
which will serve him, and the community, well if appointed to be the next District
Court judge.

4. Daniel J. Roth.

Although Dan and I have not had much legal work against each other, he
has been a trusted friend for several years and has successfully mediated a number
of very difficult cases where I was representing one side of the dispute. The
qualities he has shown as a mediator, in helping people solve their disputes, on
their own terms would serve him well on the bench.

Dan has also been an active member of the County’s legal profession for
many years. He has been successful trial lawyer in his private practice and has
extensive experience in the very important area of family law. This experience,
coupled with active participation in the adversarial and dispute resolution
processes of our profession, is an important consideration for the next judge.

Dan has also given back to the profession in very admirable ways. His work
with the Lawyers’ Assistance Program reflects Dan’s understanding of the
difficulties that our challenging profession can create for lawyers and reflects his
compassion to help fellow members of his profession in their time of need, and
during their recovery — and without judgment.

These qualities and his life experiences will make Dan a very good District
Court Judge.
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In sum, as I stated at the start of this letter, you have many fine candidates to
fill Judge Salvagni’s vacancy. I respectfully submit that the four (4) candidates
discussed above should be nominated to Governor Bullock for his consideration to
be the next judge in the Montana Eighteenth Judicial District.

Sincerely

Brian K. Gallik



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 8:05 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: The Wellensteins [mailto:4thewellies@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 12:24 PM
Subject: Fwd: Chris Gray letter of support--Eighteenth Judicial District

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing to recommend Chris Gray for District Court Judge in the
Eighteenth Judicial District. I have known Chris for over 30 years. Chris has a
broad range of legal experience. Chris is also an excellent researcher and
writer. Chris is a hard worker who could more than handle the heavy work load of
a District Court Judge. Chris is a kind, highly ethical and an incredibly likeable
person. In short, Chris would be a great District Court Judge. I strongly
recommend Chris for District Court Judge and ask that you forward his application
to Governor Bullock.

Sincerely,

Micheal S. Wellenstein
Attorney at Law
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