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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 5:34 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: Russ Hart [mailto:hartlaw406@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 5:32 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Eighteenth Judicial District Vacancy - Chris Gray letter of support 
 

Ms. Menzies, Committee, 

Chris Gray has spent much of his professional life in service of the people of Gallatin County, and I am writing 
to express my support of him as he seeks to continue that service on the as a Judge in Montana’s Eighteenth 
Judicial District.  While I was a Deputy Gallatin County Attorney I had the privilege to work with Chris while 
he served as the County’s Chief Civil Deputy.  During that time, I observed in him the traits of a public servant 
who is uniquely fit to fill this vacancy. 

Chris has worked as a civil litigator in private practice, a criminal prosecutor, and as the Chief Civil Deputy of 
Gallatin County.  Chris has met the diverse issues which have confronted him over his career with the level of 
competency we expect of our judges.  More importantly, he has met these issues with the characteristics which 
will enable him to serve honorably on the bench; humility, an even temperament, and a sense of justice.  

Thank you for considering my input, and best of luck with your decision. 

Russ Hart 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: Bjorn Boyer [mailto:bjornb5@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 5:59 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter in Support of Chris Gray - 18th Judicial District Court 
 

Dear Ms. Menzies, 

  

I have known Chris Gray for almost two years. I first got to know Chris when he was the Chief Civil Deputy in 
the Gallatin County Attorney’s Office, where I work as a prosecutor. Chris was very well respected and well 
liked by every one in the office. Recently Chris left the County Attorney’s Office and re-entered private 
practice. I have observed that Chris is very analytical and conscientious in his decision-making. Chris does not 
rush to judgment but makes sure he is doing things correctly before moving forward. As a judge, I believe he 
would be very fair and approach each case in a straightforward and reasoned way. Over the course of his career, 
Chris has practiced in a variety of different legal fields. Chris was general counsel for a large construction firm, 
he advised an Indian tribe in Eastern Washington, he was a criminal prosecutor for Gallatin County, and was a 
civil deputy for the county, ultimately serving as the Chief Civil Deputy. Chris’s experience qualifies him well 
to serve as a judge. 

  

I also know Chris because we are both members of the Gallatin Empire Lions Club. Through my membership 
with the Lions, I have observed Chris spend countless hours serving his community. Chris is especially 
dedicated to the Lions youth football program, which provides a football league for fifth and sixth graders in the 
Bozeman area.  Even though he does not have any children playing in the league, he still dedicates nearly every 
weekend during the fall to serve the youth of our community. I also know that Chris was involved in youth 
hockey here in the community for many years. 

  

In sum, I know Chris to be a man of keen intellect and a man of integrity who would serve Gallatin County as 
an excellent judge. I gladly support his nomination to the bench.  

  

Sincerely, 

  

Bjorn E. Boyer 



 

Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
October 23, 2016 
 
To the Members of the Montana Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am happy to write a letter of support for Bozeman attorney Chris Gray for the position of 
Gallatin County District Court Judge.  I believe that Mr. Gray is uniquely qualified for the 
position and his application deserves serious contemplation. 
 
Mr. Gray worked for almost ten years in the Gallatin County Attorney’s office as the Chief Civil 
Deputy.  He has prosecuted and successfully represented cases in construction, business and real 
estate in the rapidly growing Bozeman/Gallatin County area.  His experience in these areas 
would be invaluable in the years to come as the County ponders and wrestles with the issue of 
thoughtful and quality growth of the area. 
 

Mr. Gray is a person of great personal integrity.  He contributes to the Bozeman community with 
an active membership in the Lions Club and by playing a very active role in his church.  He and 
his wife, Stephanie, have raised three daughters in Bozeman.  As a devoted father, he was 
involved in helping to coach Pee Wee Football and Girls Hockey.  He is a person of even 
temperament, compassion and great intelligence.  I believe that those are qualities that are 
critically important in the role of District Court Judge. 

I am the Director of a very prominent, large Bozeman non-profit business and work daily with 
the City of Bozeman and Gallatin County.  I have had the opportunity to learn of Mr. Gray’s 
talent, drive, discipline and compassion in the course of my work.  I believe that he is a superb 
candidate for this position and highly recommend him to be our next Gallatin County District 
Court Judge. 

Thank you for your consideration of Mr. Chris Gray’s application. 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan F. Gregory 
2812 Allison Court 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 8:05 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Gray

From: The Wellensteins [mailto:4thewellies@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 12:24 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Chris Gray letter of support‐‐Eighteenth Judicial District 

 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

 

          I am writing to recommend Chris Gray for District Court Judge in the 
Eighteenth Judicial District.  I have known Chris for over 30 years.  Chris has a 
broad range of legal experience.   Chris is also an excellent researcher and 
writer.  Chris is a hard worker who could more than handle the heavy work load of 
a District Court Judge.  Chris is a kind, highly ethical and an incredibly likeable 
person. In short, Chris would be a great District Court Judge.  I strongly 
recommend Chris for District Court Judge and ask that you forward his application 
to Governor Bullock. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Micheal S. Wellenstein 
Attorney at Law 
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