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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:15 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Ron Matelich [mailto:RMatelich@dadco.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 2:33 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judgeship Appointment 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
  
I am writing you in support of Daniel Bidegaray to fill the vacancy created by Judge Mike Salvagni’s retirement.  I have 
known Daniel for 26 years when he was a Law School classmate of my wife’s at the University of Montana Law 
School.  We had a chance to reacquaint ourselves when my family moved from Whitefish to Bozeman eight years 
ago.  Since our move I have become good friends with Daniel and his family.  My son is a close friend, as well, to Daniel’s 
three sons. 
  
Over long bike rides to Highlight Canyon and  Kelly Canyon with Daniel, I can say that I have gotten to know him. His 
roots are humble, as he grew up on a farm in north eastern Montana.  Daniel is not a boastful person.  I find him to be 
an honest, level headed person with a disposition that is calm and thoughtful.  He is hard working.  He seems open 
minded to and willing to consider conflicting perspectives on issues.  I can imagine that he would be a competent and 
fair judge and would administer the law with care.  Daniel is a compassionate person and has a natural inclination to 
protect those who are wronged and less advantaged, as evidenced by his work with insurance companies. 
  
I think Daniel is ready to take the next step in his law career and be a public servant to Gallatin County.  He has been 
successful in his law career, but certainly money has little to no motivation for his interest in the  judgeship for Gallatin 
County.  I believe he would uphold the position with integrity and would assume the position with a sober 
responsibility.  Daniel is ready to be a public servant and give back to the community of Bozeman and Gallatin County.   I 
believe he has the work ethic to handle the  legal “load” of Gallatin County.  He is at a place in his life where he has the 
time and energy to work as an effective judge.  I think his writing will be succinct and his actions decisive. 
  
Please accept my strong support for Daniel Bidegaray as the District Court Judge for Gallatin County. 
  
Ron Matelich 
188 Wintergreen Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
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believed to be reliable but is not guaranteed and is for informational purposes only. This e-mail may be privileged and/or confidential, and the sender does not 
waive any related right or obligation. Any distribution, use or copying of this e-mail or the information it contains by other than an intended recipient is 
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ANNER-HUGHES 
LAW FIRM 

' 
P.O. Box 1156 1 Billings, MT 59103-1156 1 406.867.0007 1 bannerhughes@ 180com.net , 

September 26, 2016 

Via email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing to express support for Daniel Bide gary for the position of District Court 
Judge for the 18th judicial district. I have known Daniel for over 20 years and am familiar with 
his legal work as well as his personal attributes. Daniel would be a sound choice for district court 
judge. 

Daniel's combination of experience in criminal and civil law uniquely qualify him for this 
position. A self-starter, Daniel has always been driven to succeed and do well for not only his 
clients, but for the betterment of Montana law. He works hard and really digs into a case in order 
to learn, understand, and present a matter on his client's behalf. I believe he would bring this 
same diligence to the bench. 

While serving on the MTLA board with Daniel, he took on the lead role for the Public 
Service committee. Daniel led the annual state-wide bike helmet drive, a drive that provides 
helmets to deserving children who would not otherwise be able to afford the needed bike safety 
gear. Daniel's personal belief system fueled his desire to take on this time consuming but 
important position. 

Personally I have always known Daniel to have a strong sense of fairness and a 
willingness to openly listen to another's point of view, and carefully consider it. Additionally he 
has a great sense ofhumor, which he uses appropriately. All of these attributes are qualities 
needed by a district judge. I am recommending the commission forward Daniel Bidegary's name 
to the Governor for this position. 

_ _ ........_~erely 

~4-Jh r-Lo/'-------
Roberta Anner-Hughes 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 4:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Nancy Zadick [mailto:nancyzadick@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 8:43 PM 
To: Simonton, Richard; llsd22@yahoo.com; Janice Bishop; Karl Englund; hjharper@mt.net; Liz Halverson; Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Fwd: Public comment re: Daniel Bidegaray - Applicant for position of District Court Judge 
 
FYI.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Elayne" <elayne@thuesonlawoffice.com> 
Date: September 26, 2016 at 4:25:12 PM MDT 
To: <nancyzadick@gmail.com> 
Subject: Public comment re: Daniel Bidegaray - Applicant for position of District Court 
Judge 

[from Erik Thueson] 
  
Dear Ms. Zadick: 
  
I have written a general comment in support of Daniel Bidegaray for the open seat in 
the Eighteenth Judicial District, but I wanted to write you personally. 
  
As an attorney who has practiced in Montana for nearly half a century, I can say that 
Montanans deserve better. Their access to our courts is being severely compromised 
for a variety of reasons. Dan has practiced for over 20 years and is well aware of the 
problem. He is also an intelligent and community-minded person who can help us find 
solutions. 
  
Therefore, I urge you to place him at the top of the list when you make your 
recommendations to the Governor. 
  
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to express my thoughts. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
THUESON LAW OFFICE 
  
Erik B. Thueson 
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EBT: ems  
Elayne M. Simmons 
Legal Assistant 
Thueson Law Office 
PO Box 280 
Helena MT 59624-0280 
(406) 449-8200 
Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is 
right. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 4:41 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Elayne [mailto:elayne@thuesonlawoffice.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 4:22 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Daniel B. Bidegaray Applicant for District Court Judge 
 
[from Erik Thueson] 
  
Dear Lois: 
  
Please accept the following in support of Daniel B. Bidegaray’s application for the judgeship in the 
Eighteenth Judicial District. 
  
I’ve known Dan for many years. His reputation within the legal community is exceptional. He is a 
well-respected and competent member of the Montana Bar. He has earned this reputation through 
over 20 years of practice. 
  
There are several reasons why I believe Dan is uniquely qualified in addition to his reputation. 
First, he knows people, especially Montanans. He grew up in a ranching and farming community in 
Eastern Montana. He is active in community affairs and his church. And he is a good family man. 
  
Dan is also well aware of the problems facing our judiciary. Prominent among them is providing 
equal access and a speedy and inexpensive remedy to all people and businesses. With his 
courtroom experience, Dan has been on the receiving end of unnecessary delays and expenses for 
his clients. He knows what needs to be improved and reformed. He, therefore, is well suited to 
diminish the problems in his own court and will be a leader in finding an overall solution. 
  
For these reasons, I strongly urge you to include Dan when you make your recommendations to the 
Governor. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
  
Erik B. Thueson 
  
EBT: ems 
  
Elayne M. Simmons 
Legal Assistant 
Thueson Law Office 
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PO Box 280 
Helena MT 59624-0280 
(406) 449-8200 
Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right. 



Tom L. Lewis 
J. David Slovak 
Mark M. Kovacich 

LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

P.O. BOX 2325 
725- 3rd AVENUE NORTH 

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403 
(406) 761-5595 - (406) 761-5805 (Fax) 

WWW.J§~l§'£1!"'-net 

September 28, 2016 

Ben A. Snipes 
Ross T. Johnson 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/0 Ms. Lois Menzies 

EMAILED TO lmenzies@mt.gov 

Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE: Dan Bidegaray- Eighteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members: 

I understand that Dan Bidegaray has applied for appointment to the position of District Court Judge 
for the Eighteenth Judicial District. This is good news for the citizens of the Eighteenth Judicial 
District and the attorneys that practice in the district. 

I have known Dan for more years than I wish to count. What you see with Dan is what you get as 
he goes about his work with great diligence and preparation. Hard work has been the hallmark of 
his legal career and the key to the exemplary results he has been able to achieve on behalf of his 
clients. While my experience with Dan has been limited to the civil practice of law, Dan has a broad 
range of legal experience in both the civil and criminal arenas. This broad based experience will 
serve him and the Eighteenth Judicial District well. Finally, it cannot be overemphasized that Dan 
is at his core a keenly inquisitive, intelligent, and community-minded person with a desire to serve 
the public. Those are very fine traits indeed for a District Court Judge. 

Thank you for this opportunity to weigh in on this very important appointment. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

J. David Slovak 

JDS:dak 



BECHTOLD LAW FIRM, PLLC 
317 East Spruce Street 

PO Box 7051 
Missoula, Montana 59807 

www.bechtoldlaw.net 

September 28, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620 

Re: Eighteenth Judicial District Nomination 

Members of the Commission: 

I am pleased to support the application of Dan Bidegaray for the position of district judge in 
Gallatin County. I have known Dan since 2000, when I was newly-graduated from law school 
and a clerk for Donald Molloy, then chief judge of the District of Montana. Since entering 
private practice in 2002, I have consulted with Dan on several cases and have served on the 
board of directors of the Montana Trial Lawyers Association with him. I have come to respect 
his disciplined and dedicated approach to the practice of law. 

Dan has the judgment, experience, and – importantly – the temperament to be an effective and 
efficient district court judge. He has extensive experience in civil practice, but also has a 
background as a county attorney, so he is familiar with criminal practice as well. Dan’s 
background has thus prepared him for the judgeship. Moreover, Dan’s long connection to the 
Bozeman community provides him with a solid understanding of the 18th Judicial District that 
will enable him to be an effective public servant. 

I urge the Commission to forward Dan Bidegaray’s application to Governor Bullock. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy M. Bechtold 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 5:32 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Roland Durocher [mailto:RDurocher@mtlawyers.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 1:19 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation of Daniel B. Bidegaray for 18th District Judge 

 

Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator: 
  
I am writing to voice my support for Daniel Bidegaray to fill the District Judge vacancy 
in the 18th Judicial District. 
  
By way of background, I have been a member of the Montana Bar since 1994, and 
have an active, statewide litigation practice.  That has given me the opportunity to 
appear in front of dozens of judges throughout the state, including the 18th District.  I 
have come to appreciate the judges who are able to apply their legal knowledge and 
skill, attained in years of practice, with fairness, efficiency, and especially an 
even temperament. 
  
Having known Mr. Bidegaray for the last couple of decades, and seen some of the 
outstanding work he has done in our profession, I have no doubt he is qualified to be 
a district judge.  More important to me, is I believe he the work ethic and temperament 
to run a fair, efficient court, which is what all attorneys and litigants seek.   
  
Roland B. Durocher 
Hartelius, Durocher & Winter, P.C. 
PO Box 1629 
Great Falls, Montana 59403 
(406) 727-4020 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 5:31 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Rick Pyfer [mailto:rpyfer@doubekpyfer.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 10:31 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Application of Dan Bidegary for District Judge to complete the term of Michael Salvagni 
 
To the Nominating Committee, I have practiced law in Helena, Montana since l979.   I have know Dan Bidegary for over 
25 years.  I have shared information and learned from Dan over the many years that we have practiced in Montana.  Dan 
and I are both members of the Workers Compensation committee of the MTLA.  Dan was a frequent attender of 
meetings and has actively represented people in this area of practice.  Dan is known as a conscientious, hardworking and 
fair attorney.   He has had an active private practice which likely has placed him numerous times before the courts in 
Gallatin County.   Our law firm and myself have had a number of cases in the Gallatin County venue and I have been 
particularly impressed with Judge Salvagni's competence and thoroughness as a judge.  He will be missed.  Dan 
Bidegary's experience, temperament and skill would make him an excellent replacement for Judge Salvagni.   I urge you 
to consider him as your top choice or at least select him as a finalist to be interviewed for this extremely important and 
distinguished position.   He would be an excellent district judge. 
 
Rick Pyfer 
 
Doubek, Pyfer & Fox, LLP 
P. O. Box 236 
Helena, MT 59624 
ph:  406-442-7830 
fax:  406-442-7839 
rpyfer@doubekpyfer.com 
 
NOTICE:  This email message is PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL communication that may either directly or by 
attachment contain privileged attorney-client communication, confidential healthcare information protected by HIPPA 
and Montana-state law, or other confidential/privileged information. This communication is transmitted for the sole and 
exclusive use of the named addressee(s).  If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email and 
immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 5:30 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: James Regnier [mailto:jregnier@centurytel.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 9:55 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Bidegaray 
 
I am writing in support of Dan Bidegaray’s application for the district judge opening in Gallatin County. 
I have served as mediator in many cases where Dan represented the plaintiffs.  I found that Dan was always well 
prepared and had a firm grasp of the applicable law.  His mediation memos were prepared in a timely manner and 
accurately identified the issues and legal precedent controlling the case. 
Dan has a cheerful and easy going personality and would work effectively with the lawyers and the public who appear 
before him. 
I enthusiastically endorse Dan’s candidacy for district judge. Jim Regnier 









Shiell Anderson 
738 Hwy 89 North 

Livingston MT. 59047 
406-220-1265 

 
 
October 3, 2016 
 
 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission Members, 
 
I am writing in support of Daniel Bidegaray to assume the judgeship 
currently held by Judge Salvagni.  
 
I have known Daniel since 1982, and have a great appreciation for his 
intellect, wit, and outstanding work ethic. Daniel has always 
impressed me with his depth of knowledge of whatever subject he 
confronts, and his willingness to take on complicated cases and 
challenging situations.  
 
Daniel's father passed away when Daniel was still very young, and Daniel 
showed great maturity and resolve in doing what needed to be done to 
keep the family farm going. He really has an indomitable spirit, and great 
courage.  
 
Daniel is an independent thinker, and he has the courage of his 
convictions to do what he sees as the right thing. He would be a very able, 
productive, and fair judge.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of Daniel Bidegaray for this judgeship.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shiell Anderson  
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, October 4, 2016 3:06 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Michael Doggett [mailto:mike@doggettlawoffice.net]  
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 4:52 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Daniel Bidegaray 
Subject: Comment in favor of Dan Bidegaray's appointment to the 18th Judicial District Court 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please consider this a letter in support of Dan Bidegaray's appointment to the 18th Judicial District Court. 
 
There are many reasons that Dan Bidegaray would make a good judge.  He understands the law, and his results 
speak for themselves.  He has achieved some of the largest verdicts on behalf of individuals taking on large, 
well-funded insurance companies. 
 
But more importantly, Dan is a fair, down-to-earth Montanan.  I worked with Dan on a case where one of my 
clients suffered a significant brain injury and wasn't being treated fairly by her own insurance company.  Dan 
spent several hours talking to my client and I.  He reviewed all of her medical records.  He wrote the majority of 
a demand letter that resulted in the payment of the policy limits within a few days. 
 
Shockingly, Dan didn't take a single penny in fees.  When my family had to move to Missoula for medical 
reasons, the fees earned from that case allowed me to keep my firm open, expand the firm to two offices, and 
establish my family in a new city.  Without Dan's generosity and fairness, I would not have been able to do 
that.  Most experienced lawyers merely give lip service to the idea of helping young lawyers, but think nothing 
of taking cases from them, poaching their staff, dumping cases on them that they do not want, and otherwise 
enriching themselves at the expense of inexperienced attorneys.  Dan actually helped me when I needed it 
because he is a person of high moral character.  And he did all of that without needing to tell everyone how 
much he wants to help young lawyers. 
 
It is important for Montana judges to be competent.  It is also important for them to be fair and accessible.  Dan 
grew up in Montana and understands Montanans.  I can always e-mail him to ask him a question about a 
case.  Dan would make an excellent and competent district court judge who would take his job seriously and 
make decisions in the best interests of the people who come before him.  I strongly request that the Judicial 
Nomination Commission appoint him to the bench.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Doggett 
 
CC:  Dan Bidegaray 
 
 
MISSOULA OFFICE: 
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Michael C. Doggett 
DOGGETT LAW OFFICES, P.L.L.C. 
800 Kensington Ave., Ste. 209 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 442-1160 (Tel) 
(406) 442-8076 (Fax) 
mike@doggettlawoffice.net 

 
HELENA OFFICE: 
 
Michael C. Doggett 
DOGGETT LAW OFFICES, P.L.L.C. 
30 S. Ewing St., Ste. 100 
Helena, MT 59601 
(406) 442-1160 (Tel) 
(406) 442-8076 (Fax) 
mike@doggettlawoffice.net 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately contact the sender and destroy the material in its entirety, 
whether in electronic or hard copy format. Thank you. 





LAWRENCE A. ANDERSON
A T T O R N E Y A T L A W , I ' . C . 3 0 0 4 l h S i r e e l N o r t h

P.O. Box 2608
Great Falls. MT 59403-2608
Telephone (406) 727-8466
Toll Free (888) 707-8466
Fax (406)771-8812
I;-Mail laalawiyme.com

October 13,2016
VIA US MAIL AND E-MAIL: lmenzies@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Mcnzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Montana Eighteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy
Daniel Bidegaray

Dear Commission Members:

I write to endorse Dan Bidegaray's application to fill the District Court vacancy in the Eighteenth Judicial
District.

The essence of Dan is captured by what he gave his sister when she was elected to the position of District
Court Judge - framed excerpt from I, Too, Nicodemus by Curtis Bok. Judge Katherine Bidegaray
referenced this gift in her letter of support of Dan's candidacy. Bok's excerpt certainly articulates the Dan
Bidegaray 1 have known for the past 20 years. Dan's intellect, work ethic, humanity, and ethical approach
to his fellow human beings are beyond reproach.

We live in a period of extraordinary cynicism toward government. People's primary contact with
government comes through their contacts with the judiciary. Dan's patience and empathy toward the
weakest among us, and his extraordinary intellect, are the attributes that people who appear before him, as
a judge, will respect, even if they are on the losing side of his decisions.

I encourage you to move Dan's application to Governor Bullock's desk.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Lawrence A. Anderson
LAA/teb

c: Hal Harper
Janice Bishop
Hon. Richard A. Simonton
Lane Larson
Elizabeth A. Halverson
Karl J. Englund
Nancy Zadick



Tom L. Lewis 
J. David Slovak 
Mark M. Kovacich 

LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

P.O. BOX 2325 
725- 3rd AVENUE NORTH 

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403 
(406) 761-5595- (406) 761-5805 (Fax) 

W'!'l_\lll_,_lsklaw .net 

October 7, 2016 

Ben A. Snipes 
Ross T. Johnson 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/0 Ms. Lois Menzies 

EMAILED TO lmenzies@mt.gov 

Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE: Eighteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy- Daniel Bidegaray 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members: 

I write to recommend Daniel Bidegaray's judicial application for appointment to Montana's Eighteenth 
Judicial District Court. I have known Daniel, both personally and professionally, for many years. 
Throughout that time, I have watched Daniel repeatedly demonstrate all of the qualities required of 
an excellent Judge. His integrity and character are beyond reproach. Daniel understands the 
importance of the law, and the important role of our courts. 

I have had the opportunity to work with and around Daniel Bidegaray in many contexts. Our firms 
have often collaborated on common issues impacting the rights of our respective clients. Daniel 
possesses the intelligence necessary to understand and competently address complex and 
challenging legal issues. He works as hard as any lawyer I have met, and he cares deeply about 
the rights of his clients, as well as Montana citizens in general. 

I have served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Montana Trial Lawyers Association, 
together with Daniel Bidegaray, for the past several years. Daniel has been a valuable asset to the 
organization, volunteering his time, personal resources, and insight. He is committed to improving 
the legal profession in Montana, and the administration of justice in Montana. 

Apart from his success as a lawyer, Daniel Bidegaray is a top-notch citizen. I urge you to nominate 
Daniel Bidegaray for Governor Bullock's consideration. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Mark M. Kovacich 
MMK:dak 
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PHYSICAL ADDRESS

CARNE GIE LIBRARY BUILDING

3S NORTH BOZEMAN AVENUE

B OZEMAN~ MONTANA S9~I LS-3 E)Z~I

rx: 406.587.4445

October 13, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee,

.: _...
~i`_

'' ' ~I~I~~I~I~_ ::

W W W.COKKINZLERLAW.COM

MICHAEL D. COK

TRAVIS W. KINZLER

JONATHAN M. COK

MAILING ADDRESS

P.O. BOX 11OS

B OZEMAN~ MONTANA

59771-1105

Fx: 406.587.9465

SENT BY USPS AND EMAIL TO:
mtsupremecourt(cr~.mt.gov

write this letter in support of Daniel Bidegaray's application for judge in the Eighteenth Judicial
District.

have known Daniel for over 35 years. Daniel was born and raised on a ranch in Eastern Montana
where he developed an extremely hard work ethic and an appreciation for the importance of
community service. Daniel has carried that work ethic and sense of community with him throughout
his legal career. Daniel's broad range of experience in both the criminal and civil practice will serve
him and the Eighteenth Judicial District well. From prosecuting criminal cases to dealing with very
complex and difficult civil cases, Daniel always does the most he can on behalf of the citizens of this
state and his client to achieve the best result.

Daniel has always taken time to help myself and other lawyers to become better lawyers. He often
gives his time and experience without expecting anything in return. He is very active in the community
and his church. His understanding and experiences throughout the State of Montana will give him a
perspective as a judge that will help serve the community. He has given a great deal of his life to his
practice and helping others and I know he will continue to give the same as a district court judge. He
understands what it takes to be an effective judge. Daniel would be professional, fair and respectful
with the lawyers and members of the public that would appear in his court.

Thank you for considering my letter in support of Daniel Bidegaray forjudge in the Eighteenth Judicial
District.

Sincerely yours,

COK KINZLER PLLP

Trav W. Kinzler
twkinzler(a~cokkinzlerlaw.com







Wald Law Office, pllC 

Matthew j. Wald       210 Second Street West 
Attorney at law       P.O. Box 553 

Hardin, Montana  59034 
Telephone 406-665-4140 
fax 406-665-4045 

 
October 4, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 
Re: Daniel Bidegaray 
 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
 I write on behalf of Daniel Bidegaray, who has applied to fill the vacancy in the 18th 
Judicial District caused by the retirement of Judge Salvagni.  It is my pleasure to recommend Mr. 
Bidegaray for this position. Daniel is an excellent attorney and while it does not necessarily 
follow that an excellent attorney will make an excellent judge, I have no doubts regarding 
Daniel’s fitness and capability for the position.   
 
 I have known Daniel Bidegaray for almost exactly 26 years, since the fall of 1990, as we 
were classmates at the University of Montana School of Law, class of 1993.  Daniel was raised 
in an agricultural setting in eastern Montana and worked hard throughout his early life.  I believe 
this helped shape his tremendous work ethic, honesty and integrity, which were obvious from the 
start at law school and framed how he has practiced law throughout his career.  He has varied 
and diverse legal experience, as he served as a Deputy County Attorney early in his career and 
has run his private law firm for more than two decades, in which he has been extremely 
successful in representing individuals at both the trial and appellate levels.  
 
 Although we practice in different parts of Montana, I have worked with Daniel as co-
counsel and observed at first hand his excellence as an attorney, his integrity and his 
commitment to his clients.  In addition, I have been lucky to have Daniel as a resource and 
trusted colleague when in need of advice regarding my own practice, be it a legal issue or a client 
dilemma, and his intelligence, humor, common sense and ability to cut through to the crux of the 
matter have been invaluable.  Those same characteristics will make him a fine district judge.  
 
 
      Sincerely,      
 
      /s/ Matthew J. Wald__ 

     Matthew J. Wald    
 



 

 

 

 

October 12, 2016 

 

Office of Court Administrator 
c/o Lois Menzies 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 
Re:   Eighteenth Judicial District Judgeship 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing in support of Daniel Bidegaray for the position of district court judge.   I have known Daniel 
these past 20 years as a neighbor and friend.  We have shared life experiences and I have found Daniel 
to be honest, caring and sincere.  He has a strong work ethic and a “can-do” attitude that will serve the 
court well. 
 
Daniel has always impressed me with his attention to detail.  He is an insightful individual and not prone 
to jump to conclusions.  In our discussions and debates Daniel will concede points that have factual 
merit and promote his positions with facts vs heresy.  We have often agreed to disagree but have been 
able to carry on meaningful discussions from differing viewpoints.    
 
It is my opinion that Daniel Bidegaray would be a strong asset to Montana’s judicial system. 
 
 
Sincerely  
 
 
 
Scot Henning, CPA 
 
 





















BECK, AMSDEN & STALPES, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

Attorneys: 1946 Stadium Drive, Suite 1 Paralegals:
Monte D. Beck Bozeman, MT 59715 Natalie F. Phillips

John L. Amsden Tel: (406) 586-8700 David W. McGoldrick
Justin P. Stalpes Fax: (406) 586-8960 Reid M. Beck
Lindsay C. Beck E-mail: info@becklawyers.com

Anthony F. Jackson

October 13, 2016

VIA MAIL AND EMAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
do Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

In re: Eighteenth Judicial District

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing in support of Dan Bidegaray’s application to be nominated as
the next District Court Judge for our Eighteenth Judicial District.

Dan is an exemplary attorney. I can attest from first-hand experience that
Dan approaches the matters entrusted to him by his clients with the utmost respect.
He is careful and fair. No issue is too small, although his success demonstrates that
he is proficient with all manner of complex issues. I have had the benefit of Dan’s
advice on cases I am working on for years. He has always been generous with his
time and counsel. I believe Dan would make a good judge because of these
qualities.

Whomever receives this appointment has big shoes to fill. Judge Salvagni
has served this county for decades with distinction and integrity. Judge Salvagni’s
success and the respect he has earned are no doubt because of his devotion to his
job as the consummate public servant. Dan treats his current practice in similar
fashion. Through his diligent representation of local men and women, Dan has
improved the lives of hundreds of people and helped them through difficult
circumstances; often the most difficult circumstances of their lives.
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It should not go unnoticed that well-respected lawyers who have litigated
cases against Dan have written letters on his behalf. Dan is deserving of this
appointment.

Sincerely,

Stalpes



LINNELL, NEWHALL, MARTIN & SCHULKE, P.C. 
 
NORMAN L. NEWHALL Attorneys at Law PARALEGAL STAFF: 
RICHARD J. MARTIN 120 – 1st Avenue North DAN BENNETT 
J. KIM SCHULKE P.O. Box 2629 BRENDA McGEE 
STACY TEMPEL-ST. JOHN Great Falls, MT  59403  WENDY FISHER 
MICHELE REINHART LEVINE (406) 454-5800  KINDRA MARTIN  
                                                                           1-800-732-2451 (Montana only)                                                LISA RYAN 
WAYNE E. LINNELL  FAX (406) 454-8000  OFFICE MANAGER:   
      Of Counsel Home page: www.lnms.net  TAMMY TURNER 
 

 
OUR FILE MI018-02 
 

October 11, 2016 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY – mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

Re: Daniel Bidegaray – Candidate for appointment to18th Judicial District Court 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
 I wholeheartedly endorse Daniel Bidegaray’s appointment as District Judge to 
replace retiring Judge Michael Salvagni.  I first met Daniel before he went to law school 
and have known him for over 30 years.  Professionally, I have observed his 
representation of clients and have been impressed with his dedication to them.  He has 
been willing to take on difficult and novel issues and perform admirably for his clients on 
those issues.  I have enjoyed our professional discourse over the years regarding workers’ 
compensation and personal injury matters. 
 
 Daniel is honest and hardworking.  He possesses the temperament and integrity to 
be a good judge.  Daniel would bring enthusiasm and energy to this position.  He would 
be a great addition to the bench in Gallatin County. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
J. Kim Schulke 
kschulke@lnms.net 
(406) 454-5804 

 
JKS/mp 
cc: Daniel Bidegaray (via email daniel@bidegaraylawfirm.com)
 



Sent via email to: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
elo Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

CONNER & MARR, PLLP 
Dennis Patrick Conner 

Keith Douglas Marr 

Attorneys at Law 

520 Third Avenue Norrh 

P.O. Box 3028 • Great Falls, MT 59403-3028 

Telephone: (406) 727-3 550 • Fax: (406) 727-1640 

Kit ty Agostinelli, Legal Assistant 

Clari Davis, Legal Assistant 

October 6, 2016 

RE: Letter of Support for Daniel Bidegaray 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members: 

I am privileged to write a letter of support on behalf of Daniel Bidegaray. I urge the Commission to 
recommend Daniel for appointment to the Eighteenth Judicial District Court. 

I have known Daniel personally and professionally for many years. During that time, I have 
observed his work product and temperament. Daniel is an intelligent and ambitious individual, with 
a wonderful work ethic. He is infinitely fair-minded and a true guardian of our justice system. 
Daniel adheres to the highest of professional and ethical standards. 

Daniel ' s attributes would be a positive asset to the Eighteenth Judicial District Court and the 
Montana judicial system as a whole. While 1 am certain his clients will miss his advocacy on their 
behalf, Daniel's appointment to the bench would be a tremendous gain for Gallatin County and its 
practicing bar. 

1 urge the committee to recommend Daniel for the appointment so he can continue to serve the 
Gallatin County community. 1 am happy to speak with you further about Daniel ' s qualifications 
should you wish to do so. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Keith D. Marr 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 1:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Kurt Jackson [mailto:kmj@hoytandblewett.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2016 9:25 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Bidegary 
 
Dear Commission: I am writing to support Dan Bidegary in his desire to be the next District Judge for the 18th Judicial 
District. I have known Dan in connection with our service together on the MTLA board of directors. I can attest to his 
keen legal mind and diligent work ethic. He has a fair, balanced and even temperament which is critical for a judge who 
has to handle stressful issues. Dan has a wide background in the law and in everyday experiences which will serve the 
people  of the !8th Judicial District well. I highly recommend Dan and urge you to submit his name to Governor Bullock. 
Thank you. Kurt Jackson 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 1:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Michael Ivie [mailto:michaelaivie@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 09, 2016 11:58 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support for the Nomination of Daniel Bidegaray for Bozeman District Judge 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
My name is Dr. Michael A. Ivie, a 30 year resident of Bozeman and faculty member at Montana State University.  I am writing in 
support of Daniel Bidegaray's nomination to the Bozeman District Judgeship. 
 
The characteristics that I consider critical for a Judge are integrity, compassion, honesty, intelligence, fairness, and a forthright 
advocacy for the rule of law.  Further, excellent verbal and written communication skills and clarity of thought must accompany 
these characteristics. 
 
I believe you cannot find a better person to embody these attributes than Mr. Bidigaray. 
I have known Mr. Bidegaray since 2009. In addition to meeting those things, he has shown me a zeal for fair treatment of all, 
regardless of the status or power of the person. 
 
Please nominate him to the Bozeman District bench. 
 
Yours, 
 
Michael A. Ivie, Ph.D. 
1407 S. Rouse 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 1:50 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Curtis Johnson [mailto:bozemancurtis@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 07, 2016 10:34 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter in Support of Daniel Bidegaray 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I am writing in support of Daniel Bidegaray in regard to his application to serve as Judge following the vacancy created 
by Judge Salvagni. 
 
I first met Daniel as a real estate client of my real estate brokerage RE/MAX Realty Group.  Daniel and I realized we 
shared a passion for discussing a broad range of issues regarding our community and country and soon developed 
a  friendship.  When Daniel indicated he was interested and willing to serve the community as a judge I was immediately 
enthusiastic.  Daniel will make an excellent Judge. 
 
It is readily apparent to anyone meeting Daniel that he is exceptionally bright.  It takes great commitment to earn a law 
degree and practice successfully, and requires yet another level of skill and dedication to create and sustain a successful 
business and law practice.  A serious work ethic requirement is demonstrated in each of these achievements.  However, 
this isn’t why I decided to write in support of Daniel ‐‐ there are plenty of people who work hard.  
 
My recommendation for Daniel comes because of his character.  Daniel and I have differing opinions on many significant 
social and political issues.  Even so, I have learned that I need not be afraid to discuss with him even what can be the 
most divisive of topics.  Daniel values and practices the art of listening fully to a person.  He seeks to truly understand 
the whole of a person’s opinion, their concerns, their potential biases and all of their arguments first.  He asks clarifying 
questions and only after fully exploring the topic does he present his opinion.  Isn’t that exactly what we should require 
of a judge?   
 
Daniel thinks deeply regarding a wide variety of topics, but most importantly, he genuinely cares.  Daniel cares about 
people, community and country.  He is fair minded.  In our personal discussions, regardless of whether we’ve changed 
our positions on issues we each received a fair hearing.  I have to come to value his friendship and his opinion as a 
sounding board, advisor and confidant.  As someone who grew up in Bozeman, I would be very comforted to know that 
Daniel would be the one hearing the complicated and difficult cases that will be presented to whoever will be the 
successor to Judge Salvagni.   
 
Regards, 
 
Curtis Johnson 
Broker/Owner,  GRI, CRS, ABR, SRES 
 
(406) 579‐1000 
RE/MAX Realty Group 
1933 N 22nd Avenue 
Bozeman  MT   59718 
curtisjohnson@remax.net 
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October 18, 2016 via email 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 Re: Nomination of Daniel B. Bidegaray -- Eighteenth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I write in support of Daniel B. Bidegaray as a nominee to the Governor for appointment to the 
Eighteenth Judicial District judgeship vacancy.  Daniel would make an excellent and welcome addition 
to the Montana bench.  He deserves your nomination! 
 
I have known Daniel since high school; we attended rival institutions on the plains of Eastern Montana.  
We later attended law school together at the University of Montana, and have interacted on several 
occasions both professionally and personally. Daniel and I are colleagues and friends. 
 
Daniel would make a great trial court judge.  Daniel is intelligent, prepared, thorough, thoughtful and 
even-tempered.  He has been a powerful advocate for his clients, but never loses sight of the end goal – 
doing justice.  I know him to be decisive and able to clearly explain his positions or arguments. 
 
Daniel is imminently fair and would treat all people with respect.  As an advocate for injured 
individuals, he has dealt with a wide array of personalities and characters.  He knows how to speak with 
people, and handle delicate issues confidentially and with appropriate consideration. 
 
Daniel would bring an impressive work ethic and practical, pragmatic approach to the bench.  Because 
of his rural, Eastern Montana upbringing, with all of the hard work performed on a farm/ranch, Daniel 
understands hard work and would administer justice timely and completely.  I know Daniel would be a 
judge who remains on top of his caseload, and would complete the work of the court without undue or 

mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov
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inappropriate delay.  Given the Eighteenth Judicial District is understaffed with judges1, Daniel’s work 
ethic and energy are keenly needed in the district. 
 
I ask you to forward Daniel Bidegaray’s name to the Governor for consideration.  I further hope the 
Governor appoints Daniel to the position of District Judge.  The district and State of Montana would be 
well-served with Daniel as a judge.  
 
If you have any further questions about Daniel, please contact me. With best wishes, I am 
 

 
 
Cc: Daniel Bidegaray (via email) 
 
Sav/16010954.docx 

 

                                                 
1 See Montana District Court Judicial Weighted Caseload Study, 2014, National Center for State Courts and the State Justice 
Institute, at 20.  The report notes that the 18th Judicial District has a “Judge Deficit Need” of “0.87”. 
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POST OFFICE BOX 2807
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h&b@hottandblewett.com
October 19,2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Nominating Committee:

I am writing to voice my support for the appointment of Daniel Bidegaray to the judicial vacancy

in the Eighteenth Judicial District created by the retirement of Judge Salvagni. Mr. Bidegaray

has distinguished himself as a competent and ethical trial lawyer. He has not only excelled in the

courtroom and in advocating for his clients, but he has also volunteered countless hours to

improving public safety in Montana. Mr. Bidegaray's temperament and skill set will serve him
well as a judge and he is fully prepared to tackle the heavy caseload of the Eighteenth Judicial
District.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,



KASTING, KAUFFMAN & MERSEN, p.c.  

ATTORNEYS Al LAW 

JOHN M. KAUFFMAN 

JANE MERSEN 

DENNIS L. MUNSON 

LILIA N. TYRRELL 

716 SOLTII-I20th AVENUE, SUITE 101 

BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59718 

'FE 	(406) 586-4383 FAX: (406) 587-7871 

E-MAIL: kkm/4kmlaW.Ilet 

01 Counsel 

KENT M. KASTING 

WILLIAM B. HANSON 

 

October 19, 2016 

Via Email and U.S. Mail 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

Judicial Nominating Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Re: 	Daniel Bidegaray 

Dear Commission: 

I am writing in opposition to the candidacy of Daniel Bidegaray as the successor to Judge 
Salvagni as district court judge for the Montana Eighteenth Judicial District Court. 

I do not make these comments lightly, and realize that almost all letters written in this 
process are in support of, and not in opposition to, certain candidates. However, I have come to 
realize that if I did not offer my thoughts on Mr. Bidegaray's fitness for a position of such great 
importance, I would come to regret my silence and would have no right to complain should he 
ultimately be selected by the governor for this position. 

As a family law attorney, I believe that the most important quality that a judge should 
possess is the appropriate temperament. In my opinion, based upon interactions with Mr. 
Bidegaray, he does not possess that quality. Simply put, he does not display the requisite 
professionalism and patience required of an effective judge. What I have observed of Mr. 
Bidegaray is that if you challenge him or if you are not in agreement with him, he immediately 
resorts to rudeness, name-calling, and frankly the most immature behavior that I have ever 
witnessed of a member of the bar. 

Additionally, I do not believe that Mr. Bidegaray's scope of practice has been varied 
enough to allow him to be a successful judge. On that point, I have great concerns that his lack 
of judicial temperament, coupled with a strong Plaintiffs bias, will result in the mass substitution 
of him by defense counsel, which is certainly not what we need. Finally, I am not aware of the 



Dennis L. Munson 

Judicial Nominating Committee 
October 19, 2016 
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level of his civic involvement or volunteerism that I would expect to see in a candidate for the 
bench. 

The citizens of Gallatin County deserve the appointment of an experienced attorney with 
the appropriate temperament befitting this important position. Many qualified candidates have 
applied for the position, but it is my opinion that Mr. Bidegaray is not one of them. I recognize 
from the many letters in support of Mr. Bidegaray that he has clearly engaged in a more effective 
letter-writing campaign than the other candidates, and that he has the support of many members of 
the MTLA. However, I am confident that the Commission will look beyond the number of letters 
written for the various candidates, and will fully consider the true qualifications of all of them. 

I urge you in the strongest possible terms to fully vet Mr. Bidegaray because I believe that 
he is unfit and unqualified to fill this important position. Thank you for your work on the 
commission and for the consideration of my comments. If you would like further information or 
elaboration, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 











ASA Publication Inc.
One Genetics Way

Bozeman, MT 59718
Phone:406-587-2778

Fax: 406-587-8853

October 21, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59620-3005

RE: Daniel Bidegaray

Dear Nomination Commission,

I am writing to you in support of Daniel Bidegaray to fill the position of District Court Judge for the
18th Judicial District.

I have known Daniel for over four years and have had the pleasure of working with him on several
men’s retreats and at other public functions.  He has impressed me with his strong work ethic and
more importantly his compassion, and caring he shows towards the people he comes in contact
with. I consider him to be a good friend.

He is an authentic leader who backs up his words with decisive action and an even temperament. I
never hesitate to seek his advice knowing he will always tell me the truth of the situation.

Daniel would make a fine Judge and I would be very confident in his abilities in that position.

Yours Truly,

Jim Largess
Production Manager
The Register Magazine
406-570-9583
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: DM Dacar [mailto:dmdacar@msn.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 3:22 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support of Daniel Bidegaray 
 
 
Judicial Nominating Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies Office 
Court Administrator 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
October 23, 2016 
 
Dear Judicial Nominating Commission: 
I am writing this in support of Daniel Bidegaray, who is applying for the vacancy created by  
Judge Salvagni’s retirement. This vacancy is an important one to fill with the right person 
because 

Judge Salvagni has ruled his court with wisdom and fairness. The community has trusted 
him  
and his rulings because of this. 
 
These are two of the reasons I want the commission to select Daniel; his intense 
commitment  
to discover the truth and to then use his wisdom and fairness in applying the law. I do not 
believe I have  
known anyone who is so passionate about educating himself and finding out all he can about 
a topic. 
As a psychotherapist, I have often called Daniel for information that a client may be needing 
concerning 

a legal question. He has consistently and freely given me the information to pass on to 
my client. If it is  
an issue he doesn't have the answer to, he has on his own time looked into the question and 
come 

back with a realistic direction for my client to take. For him, no question has ever been too 
stupid or  
  
insignificant. Daniel treats individual requests with care, respect and wisdom. 
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These are the strengths I see Daniel bringing to the position of Judge. A man we could trust 
and look to for  
fairness, compassion and wisdom in the legacy that Judge Salvagni has given this 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dorothy Dacar,  Licensed Professional Counselor 
 
  
502 S. 19th Avenue Suite 305 

Bozeman, MT 59718 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:24 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: MIKE [mailto:mcpcwc@msn.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 2:43 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Bidegaray nomination 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O.Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
This letter is in support of Daniel Bidegaray's nomination for the 18th District Judgeship. 
 
I've known Dan for the past five years as a friend, fellow church parishioner, prayer group member and fellow service club 
member.  As a result of these associations, I've noticed several characteristics that Dan possesses.  Dan is extremely 
bright and is always current on both rural and urban Montana issues. He always listens to both sides of an issue before 
speaking.  If he speaks, he has boiled the issue down to its essence and clearly states both positions.  His response is 
always very respectful of each perspective. 
Dan is extremely hard working and carries through on any project until it is fully completed with excellent 
craftsmanship.  Dan is very sincere, compassionate, and courteous in all dealings I have observed, whether with 
youngsters,teens, adults or elder citizens. Dan volunteers for community events to help those less fortunate than 
himself.  He is an excellent parent to his boys, and they in turn, are responsible, caring young men.  I have found Dan's 
word to be his bond. 
 
I believe Dan is worthy of your consideration for nomination to this judgeship and will carry on Judge Salvagni's legacy. 
 
Mike Cavey 
414 N 10th Avenue 
Bozeman,MT 59715 
 
Sent from Mailbird 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:23 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Marsha Polansky [mailto:polansky@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 11:40 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judgeship for Daniel Bidegaray 
 
To the members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing to you to support Daniel Bidegaray for the office of district judge in Gallatin County.   
I have known Daniel on a professional level for several years.  He demonstrates a fair and level‐headed approach to 
many topics. I know he is a good listener. He retains information and is very knowledgable. 
I believe that he would be an exceptional and fair judge. Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
Marsha Polansky 
417 N. 23rd Ave. 
Bozeman, Mt 59718 
(406)581‐7292 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:22 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Brian.Berger@zootweb.com [mailto:Brian.Berger@zootweb.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2016 5:09 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support for Daniel Bidegaray for appointment to succeed Judge Mike Salvagni 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies  

Office of Court Administrator  

PO Box 203005  

Helena, MT  59620-3005  

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission,  

Please accept this letter in recommendation of Daniel Bidegaray for appointment to succeed Judge Mike Salvagni.    

Daniel and I became acquainted in 2002 and have spent many hours since then together hiking, running, biking, or simply 
considering current social topics.  During the course of many interactions I have always been astounded at his ability and 
propensity to consider all available facts and opinions to create arguments and judgements that are fair, honest and 
respectful.    

I have not worked with Daniel in a professional capacity to attest to his abilities as an attorney.  However, I believe that 
more importantly I know very well his sense of equity and propriety, his integrity and compassion as I have seen him live 
this out over the fourteen years I have known him.  These character traits exemplify the values Daniel would bring to the 
Court based in my opinion more on his honest, hard working Montana heritage than the education and vast experience he 
has gained in his many years in the legal profession.    

Daniel would be an excellent Judge for the Eighteenth Judicial District so please consider this opportunity to put a great 
successor to Judge Salvagni in place.  

Regards,  

Brian Berger  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Brian Berger 
IT Delivery Manager 
Team Orion 
406-556-8802 /brian.berger@zootweb.com 
 
Zoot Enterprises, Inc. (http:// www.zootweb.com) 
555 Zoot Enterprises Lane, Bozeman, MT 59718 
phone: 406-586-5050 fax: 406-586-8005 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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This email, including any attachments, is confidential and may not be redistributed without permission. If you are not an 
intended recipient, you have received this message in error. Please notify us immediately by replying to this message and 
then delete it from your computer. Thank you.  
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:22 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: crofbose@aol.com [mailto:crofbose@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2016 3:59 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Cc: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Eighteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy - Daniel Bidegaray 
 
                                                       CHRIS J. RAGAR 
                                                     ATTORNEY AT LAW 
2050 W. Dickerson, Suite B                                                                           Telephone       
Bozeman, Montana 59718                                                                             (406) 585-8891   
 
                                                                                             October 21, 2016 
                                                                                                                 
                                                                                              EMAILED TO:    lmenzies@mt.gov 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT   59620-3005 
 
Re:    Eighteenth Judicial District Court Vacancy  -  Daniel Bidegaray 
 
Dear Ms Menzies and Commission Members, 
 
I strongly support Daniel Bidegaray’s application for the position of District Judge in Gallatin County.   I have known 
Dan for many years now, both professionally and personally.  Through the years, Dan and I have consulted professionally 
on a number of legal matters.   I have also followed his work and the decisions in several of the cases that Dan has 
handled. 
 
Dan is extremely straightforward, intelligent and competent.   One of the most striking things I have seen with Dan is  
his dedication to justice and to the pursuit of truth.  Dan doesn’t just believe in justice in the abstract; he believes in it 
as something that should be pursued everyday.  Dan is a decisive person and will not hesitate to make those extremely 
hard decisions that this job must require.  
 
In addition to a great legal mind, Dan has common sense and is a very hard worker.  No doubt, his Eastern Montana 
upbringing has something to do with this. 
 
Dan would be an excellent District Court Judge. I urge the Commission to forward Danial Bidegaray’s name to Governor 
Bullock for consideration. 
 
Thank you. 
 
       Very Truly Yours, 
 
       Chris J. Ragar 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:21 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: smdrewiske@bresnan.net [mailto:smdrewiske@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2016 5:28 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: 18th Judicial Judge 
 

Date:    October 20, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

 

Subject:   Appointment to Judgeship, 18th Judicial  

 

 

To Whom This May Concern:  

 

I am writing in support of Daniel Bidegaray to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Mike 
Salvagni. I have 

known Daniel for the last 5 years, and really got to know him more personally over the last 3 years. I worked 
closely with Daniel this past year in preparation for a men's weekend where I was the weekend leader.  I asked 
Daniel to be a key member of the men's team of which he did an exceptional job and served as a role model to 
others.  In my experience with Daniel he exhibits an even temperament no matter what is asked of him.  He is 
professional, honest, sincere, friendly, helpful and willing to listen to everyone's opinion.    

 

I also know Judge Mike Salvagni and have worked with him over the years.  I feel that Daniel would 
serve Gallatin County and the 18th Judicial Court well after the retirement of Judge Mike Salvagni.   

 

Mike Drewiske 
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1045 Doane Road 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

smdrewiske@bresnan.net 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:20 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Joe Cosgrove [mailto:jpc@hoytandblewett.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2016 11:59 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Daniel Bidegaray 
 
Commission members: 
 
I am writing in support of Daniel Bidegaray to fill the judicial vacancy being created by Judge Salvagni’s retirement. I 
have known Dan since law school over two decades ago. Dan is a man of integrity and a knowledgeable, skillful lawyer 
who has dedicated his career to representing Montanans in the courtrooms of this state. His experience from his hands 
on courtroom practice make him eminently qualified to replace Judge Salvagni and to allow a seem‐less transition from 
one highly respected judge to what will undoubtedly be another. By nominating Dan, you will be assuring the citizens of 
Gallatin County and this state, that the Governor Bullock has the highest qualified candidate before him to replace Judge 
Salvagni. 
 
Joseph P. Cosgrove 
Hoyt & Blewett PLLC 
P.O. Box 2807 
Great Falls, MT   59403‐2807 
Office:  (406) 761‐1960 
Fax:  (406) 761‐7186 
jpc@hoytandblewett.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:19 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegaray

From: Bob Whelan [mailto:rjwhelan6@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2016 8:18 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Daniel Bidegaray 
 
 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
I am honored to write in support of Dan Bidegaray's application for appointment for district court judge of the 
16th Judicial District.  I have known Dan for 25 plus years.  Over the course of his legal practice, Dan has 
represented clients from all walks of life.  He has a reputation of being hardworking and fair minded.  He has an 
outstanding work ethic and has been a great member of the Montana Bar Association.   
 
I know that if Dan is appointed to the vacancy created by the Honorable Mike Salvagni's retirement, Dan will 
continue to work hard for the people of the Gallatin County.  He would be an outstanding addition to the 
Montana Judiciary.   
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 
Bob 
--  
Robert J. Whelan 
JOSEPH & WHELAN, PLLP 
2801 S. Montana St. 
Butte, Montana 59701 
406.782-0484 (Phone) 
406.782-7253 (Fax) 
 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS TRANSMISSION IS ATTORNEY PRIVILEGED AND/OR CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION INTENDED FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS 
MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION 
OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS TRANSMISSION IN 
ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY ME BY TELEPHONE AND PERMANENTLY DELETE THE ORIGINAL AND ANY 
COPY OF THIS E-MAIL AND DESTROY ANY PRINTOUT THEREOF. 
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October 24,2016

J u d i c i a l N o m i n a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n
c/o Lois Menzies,
O f fi c e o f C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t o r
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

D e a r C o m m i s s i o n e r s :

I write to support Daniel Bidegaray as a nominee for the vacancy in Judge
Salvagni's Seat in the Eighteenth Judicial District Court. I have known Mr.
Bidegaray for almost 15 years. In that time, I have had the opportunity to observe
his legal work and his commitment to bettering the justice system in Montana.

I carmot over emphasize the importance of Mr. Bidegaray's experience as a
litigating attorney. He has tried numerous cases to verdict and has worked with
some of the most capable attorneys in the country. It is critical to have district
court judges who have been in the trenches and understand the challenges faced by
Montana citizens in negotiating the civil and criminal justice systems. Judges who
have not litigated often do not have perspective on issues such as the importance
of enforcing fair discovery processes and resolving motions quickly. Mr.
Bidegaray understands first hand that a district court's resolution of these type of
issues determines both the quality of justice that litigants receive as well as
people's perceptions about how fair and responsive Montana's justice system is.

I would also like to comment on Mr. Bidegaray's commitment to the
State of Montana. Daniel graduated from high school, college and law school in
Montana. He has a deep commitment to the people of this State. One example of
his commitment to Montanans is the many public service campaigns he has
worked on. Daniel has been instrumental in distributing hundreds of children's
biking and skate boarding helmets to Montana kids through a state-wide helmet
program that he has chaired since 2006. Through this program Bidegaray has also
organized blood drives, clothing collections and other important public interest
effor ts across Montana.
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In addition to his public interest work, Daniel Bidegaray has built a
distinguished legal career. He has spent his professional life working to ensure
that our legal system is fair, responsive and protective of people's rights. He is
smart, considerate and hard working. I know that he will bring these same values
to the Eighteenth Judicial District as he continues to serve the people of this State
as a judge.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please do not
hesitate to contact me, if I may be of assistance in your analysis of Mr. Bidegaray
as a nominee.

Sincer^,

lory C. Ru^iero

JCR/jat







UGRIN/ ALEXANDER/ ZADICK & HlGGINS/ P.C.

CATHY J. LEWIS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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"DAVID J.GRUBICH #2 RAILROAD SQUARE' SU'TE B MARK D. MEYER
MARK F. HlGGINS ^•(~)- ^ox 1 7^6 ANDREW T. NEWCOMER
ROBERT F. JAMES GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403-1 746 ROGER T. W!TT

MARY K. JARACZESKI TELEPHONE (406) 771-0007 GARY M. ZADICK
FAX (406) 452-9360 JAMES R, ZADICK

JOHN D. ALEXANDER . E-MAl.L uazh@uazh.com,

(RETIRED) Website h+tp://uazh.com NEIL E. UGRIN
1945 - 2007

October 24, 2016

Via Email MTsupremecourt^mtgov
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Dan Bidegaray

Dear Ms. Menzies,

I am writing to support the appointment of Daniel Bidegaray as a District Court
Judge for the 18th Judicial District. I know from personal experiences with Dan that he
is bright, always well prepared and a man of definite integrity, alt important features for
this position. Dan and I have appeared together on a handful of cases over the past
several years, the most recent of which involved serious injuries to a number of young
people riding on a school bus. While Dan and I certainly disagreed about several points
during that matter, he was always professional, reasonable and accommodating
throughout what was an often difficult case.

When one peruses Dan's application for this important position, you are
immediately struck by the wide range of his interests and experiences. A well rounded
background is critical to the judiciary, since the cases a judge faces and the people he
or she encounters will be similarly diverse. When you add Dan's unmistakable work
ethic to the mix, you have someone who is clearly well suited for such a challenging
position. Thus, it is without hesitation that I write to encourage a careful consideration
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of his application, if you would like to confer further with me about Dan, I would be most
happy to do so. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark F. Hictaini
mfh@uazh.com

MFH/rkj

























October 23. 2016

Lois Mcnzies
Office oflhe Court Administrator
PO Rox 203005
Helena- MT 59620-3005

RE: Judicial Appointment. Eighteenth Judicial District
Daniel Bidcgaray

Dear Commission Members:

I am writing in support ofDaniel Bidegaray's nomination and appointment to fill the l8s
Judicial District Court Judge vacancy created by the retirement ofJudge Michael Salvagni.

I have had the pleasurc of knowing Daniel my entire life, as he is my uncle- [ have firsthand
knowledge ofhis incredible work ethic both at our family farm growing up and during the five
years that he gave me the opponunity to work at his Iaw firm. Daniel is one ofthe hardest
working people I have ever mct and it is not hyperboie to say so. While working for him, he
impressed upon me thc importance ofattention to detail and his willingness to truly listen to his
clients' wishes, thoughts, concems and fears. On more than one occasion, I accompanied Daniel
across the State ofMontana to peNonally meet with and check in on his clients. Heisan
empathetic and compassionate person with a wiilingness to fight for the little guy.

I was continually impressed with Daniel's ability to stay calm and objective in the face of
deceitful tactics on the pa( ofopposing counsel. I have never known Daniel to stoop to the level
ofhis opposition as his disposition and temperament are even keeled ard measured. He is a
brilliant legal mind who thoughtfully and accurately considers the facts ofthe case in light of
precedent, the Rulcs ofEvidencc and the Rules ofCivil Procedure. I have never known anyone
who so vigorously strives for knowledge ofthe law afld the particulars at the heafi ofany given
case than Daniel. These traits will serve him well given the breadth of legal issues before the
18th Judicial District Court.

The amount ofpractical experience that Daniel has makes him the most qualified candidate for
thejudgeship. He has worked on all sides ofcriminal and civil law, giving him the experience
and knowledge 1o effectively step into Judge Salvagni's shoes. Please forward Daniel
Bidegaray's name to Govemor Bullock for appointment as the next 18rh Judicial District Court
Judge.

Best Regards,

多″炭タフ
Brett J. Irigoin
Deputy Dawson County Attomey













ll/illiam E. Coffee, Afiorney at Law.
2944 Gregory Dr. S.

Billings, MT 59102-0500
(406) 85s-1824

October 24,2016

Sent via email to mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing this letter of support on behalf of Daniel B' Bidegaray' an applicant to

fill the Eighteenth Judicial District Judgeship vacancy'

I first became acquainted with Daniel in 1990 at the University of Montana School

of Law. Even though we weren't in the same law class, we were involved in

several ofthe same-projects and organizations. our paths have continued. to cross

numerous times ovJr the last 25 years in the practice of law, and through business,

youth events, community service and socially. At all times I've known Daniel to

te interested, active, respectful, diligent, and ethical'

Daniel has a strong and diverse background in the practice of law. 
-Furthermore, 

he

has the.-y y"".i of real world.*p".i.n". required. His personality and tenacity

will serve him well. In summary, Daniel possesses the legal skill, life experience

and strong personal attributes necessary to excel in this important position'



BECK, AMSDEN & STALPES, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

Attorneys: 1946 Stadium Drive, Suite 1 Paralegals:
Monte D. Beck Bozeman, MT 59715 Natalie F. Phillips

John L. Amsden Tel: (406) 586-8700 David W. McGoldrick
Justin R Stalpes Fax: (406) 586-8960 Reid M. Beck
Lindsay C. Beck E-mail: info@becklawyers.com

Anthony F. Jackson

October 24, 2016

VIA MAIL AND EMAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
do Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

In re: Eighteenth Judicial District

To Whom It May Concern:

I write in support of Daniel Bidegaray’ s nomination for district court judge
for the Eighteenth Judicial District in Bozeman. I have reviewed many letters in
support of Daniel’s nomination and agree with them.

I have known and worked closely with Daniel for more than a decade. We
have co-counseled cases together and consulted on each other’s cases. I have also
interacted with Daniel in our local church and in lawyer organizations. As a result,
I know Daniel personally and professionally and believe he is well-qualified in
experience, demeanor, temperament and intelligence to serve as a district court
judge. As an example, Daniel and I handled a complex, insurance disability
coverage case. As I’m sure the Commission is aware, insurance coverage questions
present some of the most complex questions confronting the district courts. In our
case, Daniel fully understood the ramifications of all the potential arguments and
positions and successfully advanced our position.

Regarding his experience, Daniel has a broad range of experience in both
criminal and civil law. He served as county attorney prosecuting criminals in state
court in Montana. Currently, he handles a variety of matters from simple personal
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injury cases to complex insurance coverage and bad faith matters. He is a skilled
and experienced trial lawyer that understands very well the complex discovery and
insurance disputes that arise from a high level practice.

Regarding his demeanor and temperament, Daniel is thoughtful and gives
due consideration to the opposing parties’ views. He understands the need for
civility in litigation and the cost to our profession when a party fails to comport
themselves with decency. As an example, Daniel handled a claim against a local,
well-known business. In the face of personal attacks, Daniel set aside the urge to
respond in kind and ultimately negotiated a fair settlement for his client despite the
unreasonable, non-monetary and insulting settlement demands from the other side,
which was well aware of its position in the community. Despite the social
downside, Dan nonetheless obtained a fair and reasonable settlement for his
injured client. An attorney with a difficult temperament—and there are many-
could not have handled that case as well as Daniel, and the injured plaintiff would
have gone tincompensated for his injuries.

I am compelled to address a negative letter filed with the Commission. There
is some sensitivity to having one’s personal matters aired in public. Because there
is a Montana Supreme Court case discussing it, however, it is public knowledge
Daniel is the respondent in a marriage dissolution proceeding pending in our local
courts. The attorney for Daniel’s ex-spouse has submitted a negative letter against
Daniel without mentioning his representation of the petitioning spouse. None of
desires to have our personal matters aired publicly. It is even more unfortunate that
a personal, family law matter has wound up before the Commission. From my
view as Daniel’s colleague, there is no merit to any negative comment arising out
of the family law matter that Daniel is confronted with. Those matters are best left
to the family law court. Respectfully, the commission might be well-served to
underweight negative comments coming from a candidate’s soon-to-be former
spouse.
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Without reservation, I support the nomination of Daniel Bidegaray. Daniel
has the experience, temperament, demeanor and skills for the position of a district
court judge.

Sincerely yours,

Jo L. Amsden
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 7:39 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bidegary

Importance: High

From: Lynda Neilson [mailto:outlook_7AD52621D0F70C09@outlook.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:59 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support Daniel Bidegary 
Importance: High 
 
Judicial Nominating Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies Office 
Court Administrator 
Helena, Mt. 59620‐3005 
October 23, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Judicial Nominating Commission: 
I am writing this in support of Daniel Bidegary, Attorney at Law,  In his bid for Gallatin Court District Judge.  
 
In my personal. professional, legal experience;  I encountered Mr. Bidegary as a brilliant, compassionate, hard 
working, and genuinely caring human being. 
 
The victim of a vehicular hit and run accident while riding my bicycle in Bozeman, I consulted other 
attorneys.  I sustained considerable physical injuries and brain trauma.  I was underinsured and my case was 
apparently too insignificant(monetarily) to be considered for legal counsel. 
 
I was referred to Mr. Bidegary by another respected health care practioner and he offered to help me without 
a retainer or promise of financial reward. 
 
As a result of his legal representation I was provided the medical care I required and fully recovered from a 
trauma that could have affected the rest of my life. 
 
I even recall him meeting me at his office on a Sunday morning in an effort to help me.  His actions were above 
and beyond!  As a health care provider in Mt., I value and recognize this as rare and a value to be appreciated. 
 
Indeed, Mr. Bidegary has notable legal expertise, wisdom, years of experience,and diligence. 
 
It is his sense of fairness that so impresses.  Equality of representation for all people is a character trait that I 
believe is an essential quality for being a judge. 
 
I trust Mr. Bidegary will be an impartial Judge and do an excellent job for the people in our community. 
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Sincerely. 
Lynda H. Neilson  M.S.O.M 
Sent from Windows Mail 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 7:44 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Bigegaray

From: Ted Preiss [mailto:trp8001@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 4:41 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support of Daniel Bidegaray for 18th Judicial District Court judge seat in Gallatin County. 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
October 24, 2016 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
I am writing in support of the Daniel Bidegaray's application to fill the 18th Judicial District Court judge seat in 
Gallatin County.  
 
I have known Dan for 3 years, since we met at a Christian Men's retreat in Bozeman.  We attend different 
churches but work closely in doing community service work through the Bozeman Catholic Christian Men's 
Service Organization (Knight's of Columbus). I know Dan as the guy in jeans and sneakers with his sleeves 
rolled up working hard along side of a bunch of other guys. He enjoys working to serve the community monthly 
breakfast on Sunday or special events to raise money for a charity like Special Olympics or Eagle Mount.  I 
know Dan as a member of a weekly 6:30 AM men's prayer group who is compassionate, considerate, caring 
and even funny.  I also know Dan as the devoted and loving father of three boys with a very close and 
caring extended family.  I know that he is an Attorney with a practice in Bozeman but he never discussed nor 
would I have guessed of his prominence and aspiration to become a District Court Judge, based on his humble 
demeanor.  
 
I have noticed Dan has a unique ability to step back and analyze both sides of an argument and then will often 
look up a reference before voicing his thoughts and opinions. He is always very careful be respectful showing 
compassion for others that might have a different opinion or belief.  He can be firm when needed but he is very 
good at bringing people together and allowing everyone to look at all sides of an issue. 
 
I am proud to consider him a good friend and while I am not qualified to evaluate his legal knowledge or 
abilities I feel he has the depth and breath of life experience mixed with a personality and intellect that are 
important for a District Court Judge.  
 
I respectfully request that the Judicial Nominating Committee submit Dan Bidegaray's application to Governor 
Bullock with highest recommendation to become the next District Court Judge for the 18th district. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Ted Preiss 
231 Bison Tr.  
Bozeman, MT 59718 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

October 24, 2016 

 

Judicial nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT   59620-3005 
 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing to express support for Daniel Bidegaray for the position of District Court Judge for 
the 18th judicial district. I have known Daniel for many years and he has shown many attributes 
that I am impressed with.  

Some of Daniel’s qualities that I believe would make him an excellent choice as a judge are his 
ability to be patient and kind. He has shown me many times his thoughtful listening skills and a 
high degree of compassion. He has demonstrated an ability to be firm and fair by his decision 
making.  

Daniel grew up on a farm in Eastern Montana. He has acquired a level of common sense that I 
believe comes from this experience. He has shown a willingness to do what needs to be done 
even when much hard work is involved.  

I know and believe that Daniel Bidegaray would be a great servant for the people of Gallatin 
County as a District Court Judge. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert A. Stenberg, Rph. 
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