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TO:  Judicial Nomination Commission 

FROM: Lois Menzies, Commission staff 

SUBJECT: Telephone Call in Support of Yvonne Laird 

DATE: September 16, 2016 

 

On September 14, 2016, I spoke by telephone with Mary Pyette from Chinook, 

Montana.  Ms. Pyette expressed her support for Yvonne Laird as district judge for the 

17th Judicial District. 

 

Ms. Pyette stated that she has known Ms. Laird since 1996 and knows Ms. Laird’s 

family well.  Ms. Pyette has worked in the court system as a Court Appointed Special 

Advocate (CASA) for over 20 years and has worked with Ms. Laird on child abuse and 

neglect cases and custody cases. 

 

Ms. Pyette said that Ms. Laird is family-oriented and presents herself well in the 

courtroom.  Additionally, Ms. Laird relates well to families and is efficient with court 

records.  Ms. Pyette said that it would be good to have a woman serve as district court 

judge and that Ms. Laird would do well in the position. 

 

 

 







Danna R. Jackson 
719 Holter St. 

Helena, MT 59601 
(w)406.444.0503 * (c)406.431.8485 

September 23,2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Louis Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Re: Yvonne Gaye Laird's application for the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Judgeship Vacancy (Blaine, Phillips, and Valley Counties) 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

It is my great pleasure to recommend Yvonne to be judge for the Seventeenth Judicial 
District. I have known Yvonne since 1993. We first met in law school. We liked each 
other immediately because of our shared ranching heritage. 

Yvonne has been a valuable colleague throughout my legal career. For example, in one 
of my first solo jury trials, Yvonne, who was Deputy County Attorney for Blaine County 
at the time, helped me navigate my way through this venue that was new to me. This 
introduction calmed my nerves and helped me operate professionally. More recently, it 
was my wonderful privilege to work with Yvonne, directly, in my role as an Assistant 
United States Attorney. 

Yvonne is a wonderful person and lawyer and will be an outstanding judge. I provide 
you three reasons why: 

Yvonne is trusted in her community. Shortly after law school, Yvonne returned to the 
hi-line with her husband. She ran, as a Democrat, for Blaine County Attorney. She won. 
She managed the position with grace. In her current position, she manages her 
relationship with her employer, the Fort Belknap Tribe, with appropriate respect. The 
respect is mutual. 
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Yvonne's husband is a valued teacher and coach in Harlem. Their daughter is a lovely 
young lady who plays football. Yvonne and her family are active and engaged 
community members. In short, Yvonne is a known quantity and a proven public servant. 

Yvonne is a smart lawyer. In our most recent professional contact, Yvonne and I 
teamed up to prosecute violent crime on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation. At the 
beginning of the Obama Administration, the United States Department of Justice picked 
four tribes across the country to pilot a Tribal Special Assistant United States Attorney 
(SA USA) program for purposes of combatting domestic violence in Indian Country. 
Practically, as a SAUSA, Yvonne is in charge of prosecuting domestic violence cases in 
tribal court but she can also follow the felonious matters into federal court. If we 
determined that the matters were to be charged in federal court, Yvonne and I would 
often be co-counsel on these cases- taking turns as to who would be lead. We 
collaborated on filings, charging decisions, and briefs. We tried cases together. 
Additionally, we both served as members of the local MDT and Sexual Assault Response 
Teams. We conducted joint law enforcement trainings. 

Under Yvonne's guidance, the Fort Belknap project has been lauded nationally- and for 
good reason. The program strengthened the tribaVfederal relationship. I am grateful that 
I had the opportunity to work with and learn from Yvonne. Additionally, Yvonne 
enhanced my relationship with the tribe, which is invaluable to me. 

Yvonne has relevant experiences. Yvonne is a clear and concise writer. She is direct. 
She is practical. She is professional. She is collegial. She knows the community. She is 
a nimble lawyer- a person who has both extensive criminal and civil experience. 
Yvonne is a steady hand. She is measured. She is an expert on the Rules of Evidence. 
Without question, Yvonne will be a competent and fair judge. 

Finally, Yvonne is a rare person who has the ability and experience to bridge the 
relationship between state and tribal courts. This need is vital to Montana. 

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
contact me. 







Wilma J. Mellville
PO Box 162

Chinook, MT 59523

September 29,2016

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
PO Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Judicial Nomination Commission

I am writing in support of Yvonne Laird to fill the seat vacated by Judge John McKeon for the L7*h Judic¡al

District Court.

I have known Yvonne for 19 years both personally and professionally since she came to the Chinook area

as Deputy Blaine County Attorney. Yvonne has always demonstrated professionalism, honesty, a

thorough knowledge of the law, and an impeccable work ethic. She has worked hard to serve this

community and other communities in our area under her jurisdiction. Yvonne has consistently been

firm, yet fair in executing her duties. ln addition, she is a valuable asset when someone is in need. I value

Yvonne's opinion, as lcan depend on herto listen to mine, weigh options, and engage in a healthy

discourse instead of a one-sided lecture or conjecture, for that matter.

Yvonne does not make rash decisions and looks at allsides of an issue before coming to her judgment or
conclusion. She has extensive experience working with individuals, families, and agencies in Blaine

County, including her work on the Fort Belknap lndian Reservation. What really stands out about Yvonne

is that though she is very personable, she makes unbiased, objective decisions, not based on feelings,

but rather facts.

Yvonne would make an excellent district judge; moreover, she is the best candidate for Judge McKeon's

seat. lt is with great confidence that I write this letter, as Yvonne is dependable and can be counted on

to preside as and fulfill the duties of the LTth Judicial District Judge without prejudice.

Submitted respectfully,

Wilma J. Mellville

Harlem School Distr¡ct #1"2

School Psychologist
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 1:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Laird

From: Dave Boisvert <jandav@mtintouch.net> 
Date: September 27, 2016 at 7:56:09 PM MDT 
To: <bmclaughlin@mt.gov> 
Subject: Letter of support for Yvonne Laird 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

  

To whom it may concern: 

Please consider this a letter of support for Yvonne Laird, applicant to fill the vacated 17th Judicial District 

judgeship.  

I have known Yvonne for many years. When she was County Attorney for Blaine County I got to know 

her in a professional capacity. She has all the qualities we would want in a district court judge. I always 

found her to be honest, objective, fair, and, above all, professional. She is smart, engaging, and 

extremely well grounded.  More than anything else, I know that she bring integrity and intelligence to 

the bench. 

I can, without equivocation, recommend Yvonne Laird for this most important position. 

W. David Boisvert 

IT Director, Blaine County 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 1:30 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Laird

From: Wendy Maratita [mailto:wmaratita@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 8:22 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter of Support for Yvonne Laird 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I am writing in support of Yvonne Laird.  I have known Yvonne for the past several years.  First in her capacity 
as the Blaine County Deputy Attorney to the present time where she works with the Violence Against Women 
Act on Fort Belknap.  During this time Yvonne has shown to be unbiased in her approach to the law only 
wanting to find out the truth and make it known.  She has faced public criticism with grace and knowledge of 
the facts.  She is determined in her approach to the law yet does not discount the human factor.  She feels it is 
everyone's right to have access to legal help and has shown this in her action by doing pro bono work and low 
cost work to low income families in her private practice.  She is able to argue in Federal, State and Tribal 
courts. She is courageous, knowledgeable, witty and grows a mean zucchini.  She is ready to tackle this next 
level of her career and I highly recommend her for the position of Seventeenth Judicial District Judgeship. 
Sincerely, 
Wendy R. Plumage‐Maratita 
Public School Teacher, MEA/MFT Union/Board Member,Blaine County Democrat States Woman, Registered 
Member of the Fort Belknap Assiniboine Nation 
 









Fort Belknap lndian Gommunity
Fort Belknap Agency

656 Agency Main Street
Harlem, Montana 59526-9455

PH: (a06) 353-2205
FAX: Council- (406) 353-4541

FAX: Departments - (406) 353-2797

September 28,2016

Fort Belknap lnd¡an Commun¡tY
[rr¡bal Govt )

Fort Belknap lnd¡an Commun¡tY
(Elected to administer the aflairs of lhe community and

to represent the Ass¡n¡boine and lhe Gros Ventle
Tr¡bes of the Fort Belknap lndian Reseruation)

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt. gov

RE: Letter of Recommendation - Yvonne Laird

Dear Commission:

Please accept this letter of recommendation of Yvonne Laird for the position of District
Court Judge of the 17'h Judicial District of Montana. Ms. Laird will take to the judiciary her
manner of addressing issues in a fair, well-informed and very professional manner.

Ms. Laird started work with the Fort Belknap Indian Community (FBIC) in 2011 as a

general prosecutor. Part of her duties was to establish the Office of the Prosecutor and train an

assistant prosecutor.

In April 2012, under a pilot program with the U.S. Department of Justice pilot program
Ms. Laird was hired as a Special Assistant United States Attomey (SAUSA) with the Fort
Belknap Indian Community. The project received renewed funding in2015. Under the
development and direction of Ms. Laird, it has expanded to include a Victim Witness Specialist
and Administrative Assistant as well as her continued tutelage of the general prosecutor. The
SAUSA position also requires representation in federal court as well as the Fort Belknap Indian
Community Court and requires her to be knowledgeable of both federal and FBIC laws and
procedures and to interact with individuals from both jurisdictions.

During her tenure with the Fort Belknap Indian Community, Ms. Laird has consistently
displayed exemplary legal and ethical skills in carrying out her job duties. She has conducted
herself in a professional manner at all times. While performing her prosecutorial duties, Ms.
Laird has also acted in an administrative capacity and as a teacher and mentor to her staff; a
prosecutor, victim witness specialist, and an administrative specialist.



I strongly believe that Ms. Laird will uphold her judicial obligations in the same ethical
and professional manner as she has consistently displayed and would be a great asset to the
bench. Please do not hesitate to call me at 406 353-8309 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MARK L.
President





October 3,20L6

TO: Judicial Nomination Commission

FR: Janice Hawley

RE: 17th Judic¡al Nomination

Dear Members:

I am writing this letter of support for Yvonne Gaye Laird, 17th Judic¡al District Judge
position that is currently being sought. I have known Yvonne Gaye Laird for well over
10+ years. As the former Personnel Manager for the Fort Belknap Tribe, I witnessed
the strong work ethics that Yvonne possesses and recruited her to work for the Tribe. I
have witnessed her strong compassion in working with Indian people and know that
she has their best interest at heart. She has worked long hours for the Tribe to ensure
that law is being upheld and individual rights are being protected. This is not only true
for Indian people but also for non-Indian individuals as well. She possesses the skills
and work ethics to become the newly appointed 17th Judic¡al District Judge. Not only
does she possess the skills she also has the experience to suppoft a well-appointed
Judge.

I am asking that you fully suppoft Yvonne Gay Laird, and appoint her as the next 17th

Judicial District Judge. There is no other candidate that is best suited for this position

and I fully support her appointment.

Respectfully Submitted,

Janice Hawley

PO Box 333

Harlem, Mt. 59526



STEPHEN A. GANNON
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 337
13O8 Franklin Street
Fort Benton,MT 594q2

Ph.
Fax

406-622-32+6
406-622-58+7

September 30,2016

Re: Judicial Nomination; 17th Judicial District

To: Judicial Nomination Commission

Please consider this a letter of support for Yvonne Laird.

I have known Yvonne for almost 20 years as a practicing attorney.
Yvonne works hard, is intelligent, has compassion for the people she works
with and is involved in her community. She grew up on afarmand ranch
west of Havre, but has lived and practiced as attorney in the lTth Judicial
District (Blaine County) since I have known her.

When we tried our first case against one another, years ago, I knew
she was going to be a good attorney. She knew her facts, she knew the law
and she was a worthy opponent.

I believe she would serve the people of Montana well as a judge. The
qualities her agricultural upbringing helped instill would give the people of
the 17th Judicial District a judge who would be organized, impartiil, hard
working and compassionate.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.

Gannon
Attorney atLaw











 

 

 

Via Email Only: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

Judicial Nomination Committee 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of the Court Administrator 

PO Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

 

RE: Yvonne Laird Recommendation Seventeenth Judicial District Court 

 

 I am writing to recommend the Commission select and the Governor appoint 

Yvonne Laird for the open judicial positon in the Seventeenth Judicial District Court.  

 An increasing portion of a district judge’s responsibilities is dealing with self- 

represented litigants. I have known Yvonne for approximately 10 years and know how 

she conducts herself in her practice.  Yvonne has had a wide range of experience.  She 

has served as County Attorney, staff attorney for Montana Legal Services, tribal 

prosecutor and private practitioner. She has had to deal with unrepresented adverse 

parties on a routine basis in both criminal and civil cases.  She always treats the 

unrepresented with respect.  She has the appropriate temperament and patience to deal 

with the self-represented.   

 I also know that Yvonne treats opposing counsel fairly.  I remember a discussion 

we had about one attorney who was in ill-health but was trying to muddle through a 

hearing with Yvonne on the other side.  While I do not remember the precise outcome, I 

do remember she had handled the issue in a way that was fair to opposing counsel and 

still protected her client’s rights.     

 Certainly not to be overlooked are Yvonne’s legal acumen and her worth ethic.  

She brings the high-line ranch family work ethic to her practice of law.  She is someone 

you can count on to get the job done.  In addition, I trust her legal judgment implicitly. 

 I urge the Commission to forward her name to the Governor to be appointed as 

judge for the Seventeenth Judicial District.  

 

 

     Sincerely,  

      

     /s/ D. Michael Eakin 

      

     D. Michael Eakin    
DME/aw  

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov














October 3, 2016 

 

TO:  Judicial Nomination Commission 

FR:  Tescha Hawley, MSW, MHA 

RE:  17th Judicial Nomination  

 

Dear Members: 

I am writing this letter of support for Yvonne Gaye Laird, 17th Judicial District Judge 
position that is currently being sought.  I have known Yvonne Gaye Laird for well over 
20+ years and fully support her appointment as the 17th Judicial District Judge.  Yvonne 
and I have worked together professionally in various different positions. Yvonne has 
displayed strong leadership skills, remains fair and impartial to very complex situations 
and upholds the law to its fullest extent. She has extensive experience in working with 
all areas of the law which include working in Indian Country, which at times is very 
challenging and complex.  Yvonne is very credible and honest in her work ethics and 
will make a great 17th Judicial District Judge.   

I am asking that you fully support Yvonne Gay Laird, and appoint her as the next 17th 
Judicial District Judge.  There is no other candidate that is best suited for this position 
and I fully support her appointment.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 
Tescha Hawley, MSW, MHA  

PO Box 1152 

Harlem, Mt. 59526 



 

September 30, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court of Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
This letter is in reference to the nomination of Yvonne Gaye Laird for District 
Court Judge for the 17th Judicial District to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge John 
McKeon. 
 
It is my pleasure to recommend Yvonne Gaye Laird.  I have known Ms. Laird for 
the past 20 year and have had the opportunity to observe her as an outstanding 
mother, community member and practicing lawyer.  
 
While serving as Blaine County Superintendent of Schools for 23 years I had 
the pleasure of having Ms. Laird represent our county as Blaine County 
Attorney from December 1996-2006. During those nine years I found Ms. Laird 
to be knowledgeable of school law assisting me with school hearings, tuition 
issues, truancy issues and all other matters. Ms. Laird responded timely to those 
requests of my office keeping Blaine County from any further litigation. I 
respect Ms. Laird for her integrity and willingness to assist others both in her 
profession and community. 
 
It is my opinion Yvonne Gaye Laird would be an excellent choice and that your 
committee find her favorable to be nominated for the position of district court 
judge for the 17th Judicial District (Blaine, Phillips and Valley counties.)  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carol L. Elliot 



 

Sept. 29, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Please consider this a letter of recommendation for Yvonne Gaye Laird, applicant for the position of 
district court judge for the 17th Judicial District.   
 
As a personal friend and colleague of her husband, Myles, I have known Yvonne well for over ten 
years.  In my opinion, her qualifications for this position fall into two distinct categories:  professional 
and personal. 
 
Her professional training and experience is well-documented on her formal application.  She is a 
former county prosecutor, currently operates her own private law practice and is an advocate for 
victims of violent crime and domestic abuse on the Fort Belknap Reservation.  Her professionalism 
and legal knowledge has earned her the respect of all who work with her.   In addition, I can attest to 
the fact that she is untiring in her search for truth and justice. 
 

Yvonne’s personal qualifications for the position of District Court Judge are multi-faceted.  First, she is 
intelligent, analytical and reasoning.  She holds herself to high moral and ethical standards, and has a 
reputation for being honest and fair.  Yvonne also has superior communication skills and listens to 
others, even as they express opinions which may differ from hers.   

I unreservedly endorse Yvonne Laird’s candidacy for District Court Judge.  She has the qualities, both 
professional and personal, to be an exemplary judge Montana will be proud of.  I am available to 
answer further questions at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth J. Kuntz 

Elizabeth J. Kuntz 
(406) 353-2806 
bookladyljk@yahoo.com 
 

Bardanouve Ranch 
PO Box 193 
Harlem, MT  59526 

mailto:bookladyljk@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/15/2a/3e/152a3ea2e3ae49fca6588633002f3475.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/wheat-tattoo/&docid=OI6cjdO-Agh0tM&tbnid=-Tc_yE4HdTf8zM:&w=236&h=437&itg=1&bih=651&biw=1360&ved=0ahUKEwi8_deT5LfPAhVK4mMKHW1cAz84ZBAzCCAoHjAe&iact=mrc&uact=8
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