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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 3:06 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Peterson

From: Candy [mailto:candy@mt.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:54 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Peterson, Kevin 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
Hal Harper, Chairman 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620‐3005 
 
Dear Chairman Harper and Members of the Commission; 
 
I am writing this letter in support of Kevin Peterson for the judicial position for the Sixteenth Judicial District.  I have 
know Kevin for the past eight years after hiring him as an Assistant Attorney General to work on natural resource issues 
for the State of Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.  I urge your recommendation for Mr. 
Peterson as the most qualified and experienced jurist for the court.  
 
During these past eight years prior to my retirement from the Montana Department of Natural Resources,  Kevin and I 
served as co‐counsel on many water right enforcement matters on behalf of the state as well as numerous trust land 
resource development issues.  Kevin has an excellent work ethic and litigation record, has the ability to comprehensively 
identify the relevant facts and law in his legal analysis for both litigation and rule making, and is an affable team member 
in working with legal staff and support staff alike.  He has a comprehensive knowledge of the technical aspects of both 
litigation and resource management and takes the lead on developing the computer assisted exhibits and presentations 
for trial.  Indeed, he would be both a natural resource and technological asset to the Sixteenth Judicial District Court.   
 
Kevin came to work for the DNRC with a wealth of experience:  he held an undergraduate degree in agriculture and 
animal science,  with a masters degree in range management.  He served on an extensive range analysis and animal 
management team at Fort Keogh for several years and had a Suffolk sheep operation with his father out of the Glendive 
area.  His resource knowledge and experience have been invaluable for the State as he has represented it in working on 
United States Supreme Court issues related to the conflicting water uses between Montana and the State of Wyoming in 
the Tongue River Basin of Montana. 
 
Mr. Peterson has an even greater breadth of knowledge and legal experience from his work with the Yellowstone 
County Public Defender’s Office and subsequently in his work as a Deputy County Attorney.  He knows both views of the 
criminal case and can apply the constitution and statutes appropriately and fairly in his decisions.  Furthermore, Kevin 
has also been in private practice in eastern Montana as well as in his home state of Minnesota.  
 
I urge your support for Mr. Kevin Peterson to Governor Bullock.  He would make an excellent judge for the people of the 
Sixteenth Judicial District.   
 
Candace F. West 
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Attorney at Law 
805 Franklin Mine Road 
Helena MT 59602 
candy@mt.net  
406.475.5290 
 
Cc:  Kevin Peterson 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 







Public Comment -- Peterson 

From: Lucy Richards [mailto:richards.lucy.k@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 01, 2016 5:24 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: Nomination of Kevin Peterson - 16th Judicial District Judge

January 1, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT  59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

RE: Nomination of Kevin Peterson - 16th Judicial District Judge

Members of the Nomination Commission:

I am writing to recommend appointment of Kevin Peterson as the next judge of the 16th Judicial District 
Court. As supervisor of the Department and Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) Legal 
Support Unit/DNRC Records Manager, I have worked with Kevin since he was hired by DNRC in June 
2008. I have nothing but the highest level of respect for Kevin's legal knowledge, analytical and writing 
abilities, and professionalism.

Kevin's resume and the other letters of recommendation already posted on your website speak to his 
extensive legal background.  I would like to specifically address his work as the attorney representative 
on my Records and Information Management Team for the last five years. This team is made of 
representatives from all divisions within the department and helps to guide DNRC in properly managing 
and maintaining its records. 

Kevin's knowledge in the area of public records; open meetings; and public information requests has 
been an incredible asset to both the agency and me. He is well versed in the uses of technology and its 
implications for the types of records and information created in this era (i.e. electronic records and born 
digital information). This type of background would be an asset to the district court as e-discovery and 
public right-to-know are active areas of focus in the legal arena. 

For all these reasons, I strongly recommend Kevin for appointment to this position.  Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions. 

MT Supreme Court,
Mon 1/4/2016 2:04 PM 

To:Cook, Kevin <kcook@mt.gov>; 
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Sincerely,

/s/ Lucy K. Richards
DNRC Records Manager
406-444-6699 (work)
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