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     August 17, 2015 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies  

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

     RE: Richard DeJana 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

I am writing to express my support for the application of Richard DeJana to replace the Hon. Ted 

Lympus.   

 

I have reviewed his application and have had significant dealing with Mr. DeJana.  Sometimes we 

are on the same side.  More often we are on opposite sides.  Sometimes, I am consulting him for 

his advice or assistance.  Regardless of the situation, Mr. DeJana has always evidenced the 

honesty, integrity, compassion, intellect and work ethic we hope to have in our judiciary. 

 

Mr. DeJana is the type of lawyer that the community wants, but too often does not get.  He is 

always helping in community efforts, particularly those involving youth or his church.  I have no 

doubt he would continue his community involvement should he be appointed to the bench. 

 

Mr. DeJana has also been a valuable asset to the local Bar.  I and many other lawyers regularly 

turn to Mr. DeJana for advice or assistance, which he freely offers without compensation. 

 

Mr. DeJana has the work ethic to render timely decisions, which is a real problem in this Judicial 

District.  If anything, Mr. DeJana works too hard, regularly forgoing vacations and holidays in 

deference to his client’s needs. 

 

Mr. DeJana is the type of lawyer I and others in the local Bar aspire to be.  He works relentlessly 

for his clients and justice without regard to compensation, guided by the law, ethics and justice. 

 

I have no reservations whatsoever is recommending Mr. DeJana for the open position.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

THOMAS T. TORNOW, P.C. 

 

 

By:  Thomas T. Tornow 

           Thomas T. Tornow
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:29 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: Andy Warner [mailto:andy.montana@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:53 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Flathead County District Court Judge Position 
 
My name is Andy Warner and I would like to recommend Richard Patrick DeJana for the position of Flathead County 
District Court Judge. 
 
Rich is a very honest and hardworking lawyer here in Kalispell.  In my opinion – he would make a fantastic Judge here in 
Flathead County. 
 
I personally am a Level IV telecom architect for Sprint living here in Kalispell, MT. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andy Warner 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:55 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: Linda St. Peter [mailto:Linda@stplawoffices.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 2:59 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission RE: vacancy 11th judicial District Court Judge Ted Lympus 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Committee: 
 
I am writing to recommend attorney Rich DeJana to fill the vacancy of Judge Lympus in Flathead County. 
 I have known Rich DeJana since he started practicing in Kalispell—right out of law school with one of the larger litigation 
firms in Kalispell.  Rich is a very experienced, intelligent and  hard‐working attorney.  He is a good and fair man with 
whom our law firm holds in great respect.  He is well‐known and well‐respected in the legal community.   He has always 
dedicated a percentage of his practice to pro bono legal services—long before it was mandated.  The Flathead district 
court really needs an experienced attorney in the judgeship and Rich De Jana offers the broadest experience of all the 
candidates.  
 
Rich would do an outstanding job and I cannot think of a better candidate.  He has it all –integrity, experience, 
intelligence, a love for the law and a strong work ethic.  At this time a Judge with his extensive experience is needed in 
the 11th judicial district as the current judges were relatively inexperienced as practicing attorneys with limited areas of 
practice.  Rich De Jana would fill a much needed void in that respect.  He has an appropriate temperament and has 
always maintain very good collegial relationships with his fellow members of the bar.   

******************************************************************************************************
************************************ 

Linda Osorio St. Peter 
St. Peter Law Offices,  P.C. 
2620 Radio Way 
P.O. Box 17255 
Missoula, MT 59808 

Telephone 406-728-8282 
Fax 406-728-8141 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS E-MAIL FROM ST. PETER LAW OFFICES, P.C., IS CONFIDENTIAL AND ALSO MAY 
BE LEGALLY PRIVILEGED ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION. THE INFORMATION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE ADDRESSEE. IF YOU 
ARE NOT THE ADDRESSEE OR THE PERSON/PERSONS RESPONSIBLE TO DELIVER THIS ELECTRONIC MAIL TO THE INTENDED ADDRESSEE, YOU 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY REVIEW, USE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, DISCLOSURE, COPYING OR TAKING OF ANY ACTION IN 
RELIANCE ON THE CONTENTS OF THIS INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, 
PLEASE NOTIFY US BY TELEPHONE TO ARRANGE FOR THE RETURN OF THE DOCUMENT TO US. THANK YOU! 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:54 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: Charles Lapp [mailto:lapp.charles@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 3:55 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Rich DeJana as Flathead Judge 
 
To Whom it May Concern 
I have known Rich DeJana for some time and I believe he would make a good judge. I have had several issues 
that he consulted with me on and he was very prudent in giving me guidance in regards to those issues. He did 
not try to make billable hours and was very straight forward in explaining the law and how it played in regards 
to my issues.  
I would feel most comfortable in having Rich Dejana preside in a court case I was involved with. 
 
 
--  

 
Charles Lapp 
 RE/MAX Home Again Realty 
2117 Hwy 2 East  
Kalispell, MT  59901 
(406) 885-2002 Direct 
Broker Licensed in MT 
homeagaincharles.com 
www.facebook.com/pages/Charles-Lapp/502945216383516 
getmobile.remax.com/20517782 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:53 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: R. Ashton [mailto:snoshoe_2@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 11:03 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: judicial public comment Richard De Jana 
 
Upon closer look at Richard De Jana's application, in addition to what I already submitted, 
he has deliberately not listed under his main cases of the past two years the one I am in.   
It should be this: 
Caption:  Ashton vs. Hoinville   DV-13-509 C 11th Jud. Dist. 
Date of trial: pending 
Judge: Heidi Ulbricht 406-758-5906 
Other Counsel:  Kai Groenke/Sarah Simkins; Johnson, Berg, Saxby PLLP 
Box 3038, Kalispell, MT 59903-3038     406-755-5535 
 
This is my case, it is now pro se, but it was not under the time specified in the application, 
and in fact started in 2012.   He cannot deny it was not one of his "main cases" when you 
see all the paperwork, and claims of expense, etc., and through which he has caused me 
permanent damages to my person. 
 
Under E. Professional Conduct and Ethics, 
This is a bit tenuous, his answers at this point may be correct, but they may not remain so 
much longer.   There are sanctions asked against him in court, there is unethical conduct, 
and case filed months ago with the ODC. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robin Ashton 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: R. Ashton [mailto:snoshoe_2@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 5:31 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: public comment for judicial nominees 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern; 
  
Richard De Jana: 
  
It is my understanding attorneys in good standing may apply.  This does not apply to 
Richard De Jana.  He currently has a stalking charge filed against him by me with the 
county attorney's office.  There are two law suits in federal court against him also.  He has 
abused the legal system seriously violating ADA laws, caused many others to be brought 
into suit due to his actions.  Caused me multiple irreparable harm including defamation, 
and frankly his client he is representing against me should be suing him also. 
I believe it can be shown he just recently deliberately lost a case for another client. 
  
Judge Daniel Wilson: 
  
While it would seem he would be the most reasonable choice, already being a judge, I 
believe he is not ready to take on the role in Flathead District Court.  He recently gave a 
copy of a request for a TOP to the offender, without a hearing granted, this is NOT to be 
done.  Offender was the above, Richard De Jana. 
  
While I have no personal experience with the rest, the things I have heard of the others, 
leads me to believe the best choice, and who might actually remember their job is working 
for truth and justice for we the people, would be John Quatman.   
 
Sincerely, 
Robin Ashton 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: jim kuhlman [mailto:jim@twre.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 1:04 PM 
To: McLaughlin, Beth 
Subject: 11th Judicial District Court Nomination 
 
 
Regarding the 11th District Court nomination, I would like to express my support for Mr. Richard DeJana. 
 
Having work with Mr. DeJana on several legal issues, I have found him to possess a strong knowledge of Montana real 
estate law. He listens very well and would make an solid impartial judge. 
 
I strongly support Mr. DeJana. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim Kuhlman 
Trails West Real  Estate 
Bigfork, MT 59911 
 
406‐270‐4625 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: David Hollowayd [mailto:daveusn2003@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 1:22 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commision 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
I am Fr. Dave Holloway of Kansas City, MO.  I am writing in support of the nomination of my friend 
Rich DeJana to the position of 11th Judicial District Judge.  I meet Rich at the beginning of the 1969-
69 school year at Rockhurst College (now University) in Kansas City, MO.  We have been friends 
since that time.   
 
I became impressed with Rich and his sense of fairness and desire to make a positive impact for the 
good of people.  He volunteered with the YMCA during his college years and felt pride in the young 
people he coached in sports.  His work with the student body especially as President of the Student 
Council improved the relations between the administration and the students.  Mary DeJana began 
studies at Rockhurst at the beginning of the 1969-70 school year and they fairly quickly became a 
couple with a strong bond since that time.   
 
It has been a privilege to be a part of the DeJana's life since then even though I am quite a distance 
from Kailspell.  I have been able to visit them a number of times, baptized one his daughters, and 
have even spent two 4th of July's in Kalispell.  I have witnessed Rich at work in Montana on a couple 
of occasions and would commend to you his depth of preparation and his intent on providing his 
clients with the best representation possible.   
 
I highly recommend Rich DeJana to the 11th Judicial District Judgeship.   
 
Rev. David L. Holloway, LCDR, CHC, USN (Ret) 
St. Bernadette 
9020 E 51st Terrace 
Kansas City, MO 64133 
(816) 356-3700 



July 16, 2015                             William T. (Bill) Lincoln 

                 203 Lakeshore Drive 

                 Lakeside, MT 59922 

                                                                                                                             lincolnbulldog@hotmail.com 
          

Judicial Nomination Commission 

C/O Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator   P.O. Box 203005   

Helena, Montana 59620-3005 

Re: judicial appointment for the 11th judicial district,   

Dear Commissioners: 

I am a fourth generation resident of the Flathead Valley and have been an active educator and 
entrepreneur during the last 40+ years. Montana has been the source of my education, professional, 
Business and family life.  I have been involved in industry organizations with offices at the state and 
federal level.  I have taught about, lobbied for and created laws that were to structure the societies we 
live in.  The courts touch all lives and the judges in those courts are the determinants of justice or the 
lack thereof for all.  What could be more important? 

From the outside, I can tell you that there are regular conversations about the delays in what appears to 
be the inconsistency of the District Court. Because I associate with the gentleman I’m going to discuss 
shortly and other attorneys, I’m aware that the attorneys are very frustrated with delays in getting 
timely decisions and how cases are generally being handled. This, all the attorneys and people I talked 
to, credit to the general lack of experience in our current judges. Judge Allison is the most experienced 
of the group and he did not litigate major cases. 

I’ve been encouraging my very good friend and longtime Kalispell attorney, Rich DeJana to again 
consider becoming a judge. Those of us who know Rich think this is an important time to bring someone 
of his overall legal experience and age onto the bench. Rich graduated with high honors in 1977 from 
University Montana law school. In the course of his legal career, he has represented in his office practice 
the moms and pops of Kalispell, the senior citizens, kids in need and generally anyone who stops in with 
a question. He seems to have the philosophy that it his job to serve people, just that simple.  Then he 
steps into the business area for his many small business clients of which my brother and I are a part.  He 
always tells them to call first on an issue, before it becomes a problem.  Why? It is always best for them, 
as a business owner, to know their options. The client always comes first in his office.  Now to his 
passion for trying cases. He has tried cases since first stepping into his legal career. He has represented 
insurance companies, small businesses, and individual clients. He has tried many cases protecting his 



client’s rights. He has won and lost six-figure cases. His emphasis for the last decade has been 
prominently in the area of real property and land use. Again, many of his clients are ordinary citizens, 
but the issues can be very complex and have a profound legal impact on their property and lives. This is 
an area which is so very important for the Flathead Valley and yet an area in which the current judges 
have little or no experience. 

When I first met Rich in the early 80’s he was one of the few active Democrats I knew in the Flathead 
Valley. He managed Pat William’s campaigns in the Flathead. He served as County Chairman and I 
understand he had a brief term on the State Democratic Executive Committee.    Yet, Rich has always 
maintained the respect and working alliances with the folks on the other side of the political spectrum 
through his legal representations and business activities in organizations like the Flathead Business and 
Industry Association. 

In the 90s, he threw his attention to youth sports. He helped Dan Johns with the development of KIDS 
SPORT, Kalispell’s youth complex. Besides becoming a coach in both baseball and soccer, a soccer 
referee and instructor, he ran both the local soccer Association and the state Association for a number 
of years. Eventually Rich served three years as the only Montanan ever elected to the Board of Directors 
of US Youth Soccer. Through his leadership on the board of directors the concept of the small sided 
games for the youth was approved and introduced to the players. It has been by far one of the best 
teaching tools for youth soccer.   He often says he accomplish more coaching for 28 years, than he ever 
did in any political or administrative actions. 

Having gotten to know Rich very closely, I can tell you he thinks about law constantly. When he ran for 
office, he was the only candidate that had read the manual for district judges. In fact, he had read it 
before any of the current sitting judges.  He felt it was necessary to know the role of the judge. I will bet 
you that he will be the only applicant who has not only read but studied the manual. We can discuss 
with Rich current legal issues the Montana Supreme Court or the US Supreme Court and although we 
may disagree with some of his conclusions, it is clear he researches his reasons. 

Rich has spent time talking with me and other business people about the needs in the court.  How the 
court must be aware of how cases are tried including what he calls the motion process to limit the 
issues. I recognize that Flathead has a large caseload. Everyone I talk to involved in the system knows 
that there are a lot of cases filed in the Flathead Valley. That does not relieve the judge of the obligation 
to be timely.  I’ve watched Rich as a sole practitioner for most of his career, sacrifice personal time in 
order to timely deal with clients’ needs.  

I know that there is a nomination process, and we have convinced Rich to file. Now he will have to make 
it through the Judicial Nomination Committee. I wanted to take this opportunity to make you aware that 
you have an opportunity to select a lawyer who has the ability to improve the court system in the 
Flathead Valley. 

Sincerely, Bill 

William T (Bill) Lincoln    
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 3:16 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: Ruby Ridge To Freedom . [mailto:rubyridgetofreedom@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 2:40 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court,; Ehalverson@halverson.net; Llsd22@yahoo.com; rusche.ryan@gmail.com; 
nancyzadick@gmail.com 
Cc: Richard DeJana 
Subject: RE: Richard Dejana for 11th Judicial District Judge 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with great honor and much respect that I have the privilege to write to you in regards to Richard Dejana in 
hopes that he is our next 11th Judicial District Judge. 
 
Rich has been not only a professional constant in my life since 1996, but also a true blessing. I have the 
confidence that when I am faced with a legal matter, I can come to Rich and he is there with sound wisdom and 
the capability to guide me into a successful outcome. He is diligent in his research of the law before he comes 
back to me with a plan on how to proceed. Over several years of working with him, he has demonstrated this 
demeanor time and again.  
 
I have the utmost respect for Rich, both professionally and personally. He gives back to our community every 
opportunity that presents itself. He has demonstrated this honorable trait throughout the years. I have the 
greatest confidence that Rich truly cares about people. 
 
I can proudly say that Rich and my family have grown through our relationship with him to the point that we 
consider Rich and his wife part of my extended family.    
 
We strongly encourage you to consider him for the position. Our community would benefit greatly from his 
thoughtful approach to individuals and how their circumstances relate to the laws of our state.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Sara Weaver 
 
www.rubyridgetofreedom.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 2:55 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: Jeff Larsen [mailto:jlarsen@montanasky.net]  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 3:23 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Richard Patrick DeJana Judicial Application, 11th Judicial District 
 
Honorable Judicial Nomination Commission: 
  
I would like to recommend that you appoint Richard DeJana for the District Judge position that will be open in the 11th 
Judicial District as a result of the retirement of District Judge Ted Lympus. 
  
I am a Registered Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor in the State of Montana.  I have been in private practice for 
over 20 years in Flathead County.  I have also served on the Flathead County Planning Board for over 15 years and am 
currently a member and Vice President of  the the Flathead County Planning Board.   
  
I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. DeJana on a multitude of land use issues and land use legal cases.  Mr. 
DeJana is one of the most qualified attorneys on land use issues I have ever worked with in my professional career.  Mr. 
DeJana is also very community involved.  He donated many hours to help Flathead County on revisions of land use 
regulations over the years.  His expertise on these issues is second to none and was a real asset for the Flathead County 
in making final decisions on land use documents.   
  
I have worked with many attorneys over the course of my career on land use issues.  I can honestly say that Mr. DeJana 
is one of the best and if not the very best attorney with regards to land use issues I have ever worked with.  Having his 
expertise on the bench in the 11th Judicial District regarding land use issues would be a great benefit to the citizens who 
use the 11th Judicial District court.   
  
Mr. DeJana is very timely in his work and produces his legal work promptly and on time for his clients.  He is able to make 
decisions in a timely manner.  I believe Mr. DeJana would make judicial decisions in the timely manner citizens are 
entitled to.  One of the complaints I hear the most about our local judges is that they do not make decisions in a timely 
manner.  I believe Mr. DeJana would turn this problem around.  Remember the old saying; "justice delayed is justice 
denied".  If we can get Mr. DeJana appointed, the citizens of Flathead County will not have justice denied because it is 
delayed. 
  
Please appoint Mr. DeJana to the vacant judge position in the 11th Judicial District. 
  
If you have any questions regarding my recommendation of Mr. DeJana, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Very truly yours,  
  
Jeff H. Larsen , P.E., P.L.S 
Larsen Engineering & Surveying, Inc 
1370 Airport Rd 
P.O. Box 2071 
Kalispell, MT 59903 
406-752-7808 
406-250-5856 
jlarsen@montanasky.net 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:19 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  DeJana

From: Ed Corrigan [mailto:corrigan@flathead.mt.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 11:08 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject:  
 
Judicial Nomination Committee 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT  59620‐3005 
 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Re: Richard DeJana, Esq. 
 
Dear Commisioners: 
 
It has been brought to my that Robin Ashton has submitted public comment alleging that Richard DeJana, Esq., 
“currently has a stalking charge filed against him by me with the county attorney’s office.”  I am writing to advise you 
that Ms. Ashton’s  allegation is not true.  We have not filed stalking charges against Mr. DeJana, nor do we intend to do 
so. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you need further clarification. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ed Corrigan 
Flathead County Attorney  



September 3, 2015 

 
Letter of Support for Richard Dejana nomination to 11th Judicial District 

 

 

We write this letter in support of Richard DeJana’s nomination to the 11th Judicial District.  We have, in 
the past 30 years, trusted Rich with decisions, guidance and advice in the following areas: 

Beginning a startup business the big decision being a not for profit business or a for profit business.  Rich 
advised us to start as an S-Corp, for profit business that after 25 years, we sold both the business and 
our personal property for a profit, enough to see us through retirement. 

He provided advice on child custody issues where ex-spouses, adult children and ourselves are still 
friends. 

Rich helped a non-profit organize that helped provide clients of ours with funds to participate in our 
therapeutic horseback riding program.  A nonprofit, Human Therapy on Horseback never in its 14 years 
turned a family in need of our service away. 

Rich was always able to communicate with other attorneys as well as the party they represented and 
reach a timely agreement.  In short Rich has become a most trustworthy friend and advisor covering 
important lifetime and end of life decisions. 

He has been a very active member in the community supporting youth, community welfare, and he 
stays up to date of current happenings and laws affecting us all daily in the Flathead and Montana. 

His judgement has proved invaluable for us and made our lives and the lives of all the Flathead better. 
We are very proud to support his nomination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert and Timothea Burmood 



September 4, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
 % Lois Menzies 
Office of Court administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT   59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Re:  Application of Richard Patrick DeJana 
 
We have known Mr. Dejana for over fifteen years.  He has 
represented us in personal as well as business matters. 
 
We feel that he would make a very fair and reasonable District 
Judge.  Although, he is on the opposite side of the political 
spectrum from us, this has never affected our business & personal 
relationship.  We consider him our attorney as well as a good 
friend. 
 
Please consider this fine, ethical, and knowledgeable man for the 
opening in District Court. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Marvin & Kathleen Sudan 
495 Hoffman Draw 
Kila, MT   59920 
(406) 755-8838 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 4:32 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: Ted Patten [mailto:tedpatten@charter.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 10:52 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Richard DeJana 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 
RE: Richard Patrick DeJana 
 
Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
I am writing today as a citizen to relate my experience with Richard DeJana. 
 
I was named as a defendant in the matter: 
 
DV 99‐401A 
Dave Himsl and Susan Himsl 
vs 
Ted Patton (sic) and Phillip E Kehres (sic) 
 
Mr DeJana was unable to spell our names correctly and never sought to change this error. 
 
As to Mr. DeJana's possible writing skills, I believe that his claim of "dyslexia" may be selective and it depends on whom 
he is addressing.  He seems perfectly lucid when writing to his peers, but as defendents, we had to settle for far less.  
Mr. DeJana returned discovery responses that were undecipherable, and contained blank, unanswered interrogatories. 
 
In his application, Mr. DeJana complains about rulings being made too early.  
He's certainly the expert there since he compelled Judge Lympus to rule in his favor on March 10th, 2000, long before 
any discovery had been exchanged. 
 
After hundreds of pages of witness lists, tax receipts and 3 "settlement conferences", Mr. DeJana finally accepted $5,000 
for his client's scrap of land in November of 2002. 
 
However, Mr. DeJana would not transfer the property until facing the real threat of disciplinary action, so the boundary 
line adjustment did not occur until the fall of 2003. 
 
I do not recommend that Richard DeJana's application be advanced to Governor Bullock. 
 
William E Patten 
(406) 871‐6395 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 4:31 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: William Jones [mailto:williamraymondjones@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, September 06, 2015 7:17 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Richard DeJana 
 

My occupation is an attorney licensed in California. I am admitted in the state and Federal Courts in California. 
I have litigated and performed over 75 jury trials both civilly and criminally. I have been engaged in insurance 
cases both as a claims adjuster and manager for Travelers Insurance Company and All state Inc company.  The 
criminal cases included major criminal cases involving search and siezures issues in Federal Court in 
Sacramento and appointed by Justice McBride. In the lead case of the definition of insanity I was lead counsel 
in People v Horn. My background included giving seminars across the country in handling personal injury cases 
including psychiatric injuries. Co speakers included Psychiatrist Martin Blinder. Martin wrote a book called 
Psychiatry and The Every Day Practice of Law.  I am Married to an Attorney Alisa Stephens who attended UC 
Law school in Davis. Have served as settlement Conference judge in Placer County and Sacramento County. 
Handled well over 5000 cases. Including Real Estate, estate,dissolution and primarily representing Consumers. 
42 years in practice and still helping people. I have served as president of the North Sacramento Optomist Club 
and Granite Bay Rotary Club. I have worked late nights. Rich Dejana has performed legal services for me in 
Montana. I have developed property in Columbia Falls and have a second Residence there. Rich has become a 
friend and is a hard worker. He loves his wife and grandchildren. He enjoyed soccer all over Montana with the 
children. He is thoughtful and would make an excellent judge. He thinks thing through. P.S. my law school 
Professor in Constitutional Law was Justice Kennedy.  Please give Rich Dejana the Opportunity To Serve. 
Respectfully W.R. Jones Esquire. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 8:07 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: chartelius@aol.com [mailto:chartelius@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 8:43 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court,; MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Re: 11th Judicial District Vacancy 
 

September 11,2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Adminstrator
HelenaMt

Dear Commission:
Please be advised that I strongly endorse RICHARD DJANA to fill the vacancy of

the Judgeship in Flathead County.

I have known Mr. Dejana personally and professionally for over 20 years.
He is very intelligent, hardworking, and engaging.

Mr. Dejana has the temperament and abilities to be an outstanding Judge.

He will serve the public well.

Best regards

Channing J. HarteliusEsq.

Sent from Windows Mail
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2015 7:59 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- DeJana

From: Chris Gustine [mailto:stillwaterstrikemaster@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:06 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination of Rich Dejana 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission of the State of Montana. 
 
We are contacting you to voice our support of Richard Patrick Dejana to fill the position of district 
court judge for the 11th Judicial District (Flathead County). 
 
We were first introduced to Richard Dejana in 1992.  Our family were new home owners in a new 
subdivision neighborhood and were in need of guidance to develop a Home Owners Association and 
set of covenants to which all the home owners could agree upon.  After listening patiently to all of our 
concerns and issues at our meetings Richard through his expertise in Real Estate and property law 
guided us through the process of forming our own Home Owners Association now known as Country 
View Estates.  Richard also created our neighborhood covenants which are still in place to day and 
have served us for 23 years, have protected our property values and insured that each neighbors 
property compliments each others. 
 
Our next encounter with Rich Dejana came years later when our daughter Chantal became involved 
in youth soccer.  At the time we were unaware of Rich and his wife Mary's involvement and dedication 
to youth soccer in the Flathead Valley.  We observed over time that many people, players of all ages 
as well as parents and officials all greeted Rich and Mary with a handshake, hug or friendly wave.  It 
was obvious to us that both Rich and Mary were both highly respected and well liked individuals in 
our community.   
 
As our daughter Chantal Gustine continued playing she would eventually play for teams couched by 
Rich.  I had been assisting other coaches for several years and was honored when Rich asked me to 
assist him.  I found Rich to be one of the finest coaches and all around individuals I have ever 
met.  Rich accepted each player as an equal.  He never once singled out anyone and strives to make 
sure every player on his team was given the opportunity to play and improve.  He not only focused on 
improving each players skills but instilled in them the importance of working together as a team, how 
to play according to the rules of the game such as playing fair and good sportsmanship.  I consider 
Rich to be a great motivator and he possessed a gift for being able to recognize any player who might 
be struggling due to issues both off and on the field.  Without the individual or the other players being 
aware of it.  Rich was able to include, involve and improve a struggling player which resulted in that 
player having more self confidence and belief in themselves as well as acceptance and inclusion of 
all the other players and parents especially the parents of the struggling individual. 
 
There is no place in our community that Rich and Mary go that people don't approach them for 
friendly greetings and conversation. 
 



2

It is our belief that Flathead County would be a better place with the likes of Richard Dejana as a 
sitting judge.  We sincerely hope that you will not only consider Richard for this position as he would 
rule by the laws of our state in all fairness and honesty to all but you'll give him the same thumbs up 
he has given to so many others. 
 
Thank you 
Sincerely  
Ron, Gayle, Chris and Chantal Gustine 



Judicial	  Nomination	  Commission	  
c/o	  Lois	  Menzies	  
Office	  of	  Court	  Administrator	  
P.O.	  Box	  203005	  
Helena,	  MT	  	  59620-‐3005	  
	  
10	  September	  2015	  
	  
Dear	  Members	  of	  the	  Judicial	  Nomination	  Commission:	  
	  
I	  write	  to	  lend	  my	  voice	  to	  those	  encouraging	  you	  to	  submit	  the	  name	  of	  Richard	  DeJana	  to	  
fill	  the	  vacated	  seat	  of	  Judge	  Ted	  Lympus.	  	  In	  addition	  to	  clear	  understanding	  and	  broad	  
experiences	  in	  law,	  a	  nominee	  to	  a	  judicial	  position	  must	  also	  be	  a	  person	  whose	  integrity	  
and	  sense	  of	  fairness	  is	  beyond	  question.	  	  In	  Rich	  DeJana,	  I	  believe	  you	  find	  both	  the	  legal	  
background	  and	  the	  character	  qualities	  that	  commend	  him	  for	  this	  position.	  
	  
Rich	  DeJana’s	  legal	  career	  provides	  much	  evidence	  of	  scholarship,	  leadership	  and	  service,	  
especially	  through	  the	  Montana	  Bar	  Association.	  	  	  In	  the	  community	  Rich	  also	  has	  a	  long	  
record	  of	  service	  and	  leadership	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  organizations	  that	  speak	  clearly	  to	  both	  his	  
dedication	  to	  the	  betterment	  of	  the	  community,	  but	  also	  to	  the	  respect	  that	  Rich	  has	  earned	  
among	  his	  peers.	  	  Unselfish	  of	  his	  time,	  Rich	  has	  a	  longstanding	  reputation	  for	  being	  willing	  
to	  help	  others	  in	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  ways.	  	  His	  tireless	  commitment	  to	  youth	  soccer	  leagues	  
in	  Montana	  spans	  several	  decades	  and	  has	  positively	  influenced	  hundreds	  of	  young	  people.	  
	  
It	  is	  this	  commitment	  to	  strengthening	  the	  community	  through	  both	  professional	  and	  
volunteer	  service	  that	  so	  clearly	  demonstrates	  the	  character	  of	  Rich	  DeJana	  and	  makes	  him	  
a	  strong	  candidate	  for	  district	  judge.	  	  	  
	  
I	  am	  more	  than	  confident	  that	  because	  of	  Rich’s	  work	  ethic,	  his	  knowledge	  and	  intellect,	  
and	  his	  integrity	  that	  the	  people	  of	  this	  state	  could	  be	  confident	  in	  being	  served	  by	  a	  fair-‐
minded	  and	  more	  than	  capable	  judge.	  	  My	  husband	  Bob	  joins	  me	  in	  this	  letter	  of	  
recommendation	  and	  we	  encourage	  you	  to	  look	  favorably	  on	  his	  application	  for	  judge	  of	  
the	  11th	  Judicial	  District.	  	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Sue	  Brown	  &	  Bob	  Brown	  
333	  Cougar	  Trail	  
Whitefish,	  MT	  59937	  
	  



Saturday, September 12, 2015 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I have been honored to know Richard Dejana for more than 20 years, and I think that he has the 
type of dedication, knowledge, and leadership our community needs in a District Court Judge. 
 
Mr. Dejana has been a leader in our community in many different areas. My first interaction with 
Richard Dejana came from his involvement with youth soccer. Because of his dedication for 
positive activities for youth with the Greater Kalispell Youth Soccer Program, youth like me had 
the chance to develop many skills that we would carry with us for the rest of our lives. Because 
of Dejana’s service on the board with the Flathead Force, I also benefited from playing 
competitive soccer giving me many leadership develop opportunities which helped me in school 
and work. 
 
I had the opportunity to observe Rich as a soccer coach, a referee, and as a leader of soccer 
organizations of which I was a member. Richard Dejana always carried himself in a way that 
showed respect for those around him and encouraged everyone to do their very best. I think these 
would be fine character traits for any judge to possess. 
 
Richard Dejana was also behind starting Big Brothers Big Sisters of Flathead County. As a 
former mentor with Big Brothers Big Sisters and now as director of BBBSFC, I know that this is 
one of the best investments anyone could have made in our community. Children who have a 
positive adult mentor are more likely to become healthy citizens. Because people like Rich 
understand this, our community has likely saved many resources that would have otherwise been 
spent on juvenile and adult corrections. 
 
Another great contribution Mr. Dejana has made in our community is his service with Flathead 
Industries. A sign of great leadership is being aware of those in your community who face extra 
challenges but have a lot to offer as fellow human beings. Richard Dejana’s investment in 
Flathead Industries shows that servant-based leadership trait. We should all greatly appreciate 
Rich’s service to those who have a disability. 
 
While I am no legal expert, I believe that Richard Dejana is just the person we need to help 
deliver fair and balanced justice in our community as a District Court Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jesse Mahugh 
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