
Justice for All 
Making Our Court System Work for All Montanans

CHILDREN   •    SENIORS   •    VETERANS   •    THE DISABLED   •    MINIMUM WAGE WORKERS   •    VICTIMS OF ABUSE

Civil Legal Aid
For over 50 years, civil legal aid in Montana 
has provided critical legal services: 

Helping victims of domestic  
violence escape abuse

Fighting scams on consumers, 
especially seniors 

Preserving housing and  
improving housing conditions

Protecting & improving  
household income for families

It’s time to 
support full funding for 
civil legal aid programs.

The Justice Gap
Equal justice for all?

182,000 Montanans — 18% of  
our state’s population — qualify 
for civil legal aid at or below 
125% of the federal poverty level.

9 out of 10 Montanans under 
200% of federal poverty have  
a civil legal need.

At least half of the civil  
legal needs of poor people  
are unmet.

There is one attorney in Montana 
for every 274 residents, but just 
one Montana Legal Services  
Association Lawyer for every 
12,133 Montanans at or below 
125% of the federal poverty level.  

The Montana Justice Foundation 
can only fund less than half of the 
needs of Montana programs  
requesting financial assistance. 

The legal system is complicated. Full  
representation by an attorney, both 
for brief and extended services, is  
the largest overriding gap in services.1  

18

x 12,133
Eight-year-old “Taylor” has a severe illness that 
places her at risk for brain damage and death. 
Unfortunately, the expensive medicine that works 
best for Taylor is not labeled for her illness,  
so Medicaid would not pay for it. Taylor’s 
grandfather dipped into his social security, but 
the family couldn’t sustain the payments. In 
fear for her daughter’s life, Taylor’s mom called 
Montana Legal Services Association, whose 
attorney contacted experts all over the country 
to find evidence supporting use of the medi-
cation for Taylor’s illness. With this evidence, 
Taylor’s attorney convinced Medicaid that the 
denial of coverage should be reversed. Taylor’s 
family can now afford her treatment, and she 
has a better future ahead of her.

1. The Justice Gap in Montana: As Vast as Big Sky Country (July 2014),  
http://courts.mt.gov/portals/113/supreme/boards/a2j/docs/justicegap-mt.pdf
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Equal Justice for All: 
Bridging the Justice Gap
Montanans from many organizations work  
together to help their neighbors, but the need for  
civil legal aid still leaves many people in crisis.

$9,645,345
Total economic impact  

of civil legal aid on  
Montana’s economy in 2013 2

215%
 

Return on investment 
in civil legal aid  

in Montana

What Could State Funding Do? 
The current network of services goes a long way; however, direct  
legal representation is critical to bridging the justice gap. For example, 
$500,000 per year could provide estimated  
additional civil legal services to achieve:

46% increase in 2015  
client service levels at MLSA 

1,344 additional Montanans  
afforded critical legal services

53 additional pro bono  
family law clinics per year

$1,575,000 anticipated return on  
investment for Montana’s economy

Self Help: Court Help Program 
Provided 60,000 customer services over the 8-year life of the program, almost 
70% to families earning less than $24,000 per year. (Does not provide legal advice.)

Volunteer Attorneys: Pro Bono Services  
1,799 Montana attorneys provided 142,406 volunteer hours in 2015.

Free On-Line Legal Forms: MontanaLawHelp.org  
Over 2,000 self-help forms completed in 2015.

Elder Wills: Montana AAA Legal Services 
Handled 755 cases for elder Montanans in 2015.

General Civil Legal Aid: Montana Legal Services Association 
Is a national leader in innovative technology methods to  
increase access and efficiency. 
Provides a low-cost, rural service delivery model by using 
centralized attorneys serving clients in every single county.
Helped 7,300 Montanans in 2015 with only 15  
MLSA attorneys.

Montana Justice Foundation: Grants  
Awarded $220,000 statewide in 2016 to legal aid, domestic violence,  
CASA, and mediation programs.

60,000 
SERVED

142,406 
HOURS VOLUNTEERED 

2,000 
SELF-HELP FORMS 

COMPLETED 
755 

CONSULTATIONS FOR 
SENIORS HANDLED 

7,300 
MONTANANS HELPED

15 
LAWYERS

$220,000 
GRANT FUNDS AWARDED

2. 2015 Report on the Economic Impact of Civil Legal Aid to Montana,  
http://courts.mt.gov/portals/113/supreme/boards/a2j/docs/Economic%20Impact%20Civil%20Legal%20Aid%20Final.pdf

http://courts.mt.gov/portals/113/supreme/boards/a2j/docs/Economic%20Impact%20Civil%20Legal%20Aid%20Final.pdf

