D9th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

TREATMENT COURT





PARTICIPANT CONTRACT

Cause No.__________________


This contract is the 9th Judicial District Treatment Court (NJDTC) contract regarding ________________________________, hereinafter referred to as “I”.  For purposes of this contract “Team” refers to the 9th Judicial District Treatment Court Team, and includes any of the Team’s individual members.

_____
1.  I knowingly and voluntarily enter NJDTC, and agree to speak directly to the Judge in a respectful manner.

_____ 2.  I understand that if I want to leave NJDTC in “good standing,” I must ask permission to leave this NJDTC by submitting a written request to the Team during a Court session and that the Team will act on my request at the next Court session.

_____ 3.  I understand whether I submit a written request to the Team to leave the Court program in “good standing” or are otherwise terminated from the Court program that my case will be referred back to district court for sentencing.
_____ 4.  I understand that NJDTC sessions are neither recorded nor are transcripts available.

_____ 5.   I agree to provide confidential personal protected information to NJDTC and its Team members, which will be maintained in a confidential database, for several purposes, including determining my suitability for the program, my progress in the program, and progress for a year after I leave the program.

_____ 6.  If the Court discovers that I meet one or more of the ineligibility criterion after admission into NJDTC, I will be terminated from the program.

_____
7.  I hereby authorize the release of all information, either in written reports or verbal testimony, regarding my treatment, law enforcement involvement and my legal status to all members of the NJDTC Team for the limited purpose of determining my progress in meeting my treatment goals.  I authorize NJDTC to staff my case prior to court appearances.  I understand that I may not participate in the staffing sessions, but my attorney is considered a member of the Team.  However, absence of my attorney from a staffing will not prevent my case from being staffed and appropriate sanctions and incentives determined and order by NJDTC.  My authorization to release treatment information including alcohol and other drug test results is with the understanding that such information will not be used by the County Attorney for any prosecution of criminal charges against me.  I further understand and agree, however, that such information can be considered by the Court in determining whether I should remain in the program.  

_____
 8.  I understand that my alcohol/drug treatment records are confidential and protected from disclosure by state and federal law (Title 42, United States Code Section 290dd-2) and that law’s implementing regulations (Title 42, Code of Federal Regulations Part 2) and cannot be disclosed without my written consent unless otherwise provided for by law.  Furthermore, I understand that I have provided written consent for the release of confidential drug/alcohol treatment records for use by the NJDTC team.  I also understand that no NJDTC team member is authorized to redisclose my treatment information to parties or agencies outside the NJDTC team unless I have executed a separate release of information.  I hereby allow the NJDTC team to discuss my treatment plan and progress among themselves, as well as disclose information about my case in open court.

_____
 9.  I understand that I will be hearing confidential treatment information regarding other participants during the NJDTC hearings and that this information is not to be disclosed or discussed with any other individuals outside the NJDTC Team or participants.  I further understand that redisclosing confidential treatment information is subject to civil and criminal penalties under state and federal law, and is grounds for termination from the NJDTC program

_____
 10.  I agree to execute appropriate releases of health care information so that any and all of my health care and mental health care providers may provide written and/or oral reports of my treatment progress to the Team.

_____
 11.   I understand that the NJDTC is a “mentor” Court.  As a result, there will be frequent visitors and observers in Team staffing session as well as in Court.  I understand that as part of their observation, they will be hearing confidential treatment and information regarding the participants and that this information is not to be disclosed or discussed with any other individuals NJDTC.  I further understand that all observers are required to sign appropriate confidentiality statements, that disclosure of confidential information is subject to civil and criminal penalties under state and federal law, and that observers can be prosecuted for release of any such information.

_____
 12.  I agree to personally appear for all required hearings of NJDTC.  I understand my failure to appear, show respect for the Court and Judge, and or being impatient could result in a charge of contempt of court and or assessment of sanctions, including termination from NJDTC.

_____
 13.  I agree that I will start a treatment program at a treatment level to be determined by the treatment provider and the Team, and that I will begin attendance immediately.  I understand that failure to attend, make progress in good faith, and successfully complete the required treatment program is grounds for sanctions from the Team, including termination from NJDTC.

_____ 14.  I understand that as a participant in NJDTC,  I will have to complete my treatment plan, follow all of the rules of the Court program, attend all of the required meetings, and attend and provide verification of attendance at Self Help Meetings (AA/NA, etc.) , attend all therapy sessions, subject myself to random alcohol and other drug testing by any means available to Team members , and follow any other treatment requirements set forth by the treatment provider, the Team and/or ordered by the NJDTC Judge.

_____ 15.  I agree to remain free of alcohol, illicit drugs, and drugs not prescribed to me throughout the course of my participation in NJDTC.  I further agree to use prescription medication only as directed by the prescribing physician but to advise that I am a participant in a substance abuse treatment program and would like to explore the use of non-narcotic medications.  I understand that any usage of alcohol or drugs will not be tolerated, including amounts below what is considered “positive”.
_____  16.  I understand that in addition to random alcohol and other drug tests by the treatment provider, I am subject to random alcohol and other drug testing whose frequency is to be determined by the NJDTC Team, demanded by a member of the Team, and or as ordered by the Court.  I agree to refrain from the use of poppy seeds, over-the-counter medications and herbal remedies containing ephedrine or pseudo-ephedrine, and all adulterants that might impede collection of an accurate urine specimen.  I further understand that a missed, diluted or adulterated urine specimen will be considered “positive” for purposes of NJDTC.  
_____
 17.  I understand law enforcement will inform the Team about any contacts I have with law enforcement during my tenure with NJDTC and that I will report all law enforcement contacts to the NJDTC Coordinator as soon as is possible, and tell the Judge of all such contacts at every NJDTC Court session.

_____
 18.  I understand that throughout the term of this contract, the NJDTC Judge will have personal knowledge of whether I am complying with this Contract.  I hereby expressly waive any right to disqualify or request recusal of the NJDTC Judge, including disqualification for cause based on the Judge’s personal knowledge, whether such knowledge was provided by the Team or by law enforcement sources.

_____
 19.  I understand that the NJDTC Judge, upon receiving information from the Team or law enforcement sources that I am not complying with this contract, have not been honest with Team members and/or the Court, or have violated any of the Rules of this program contained in the Participant’s Handbook may impose sanctions which promote participation and progress or maintain the integrity of the Court and the respect due the Court and Judge.    Sanctions may include, but are not limited to, the following:



a.  Lecture or reprimand from the Judge



b.  Increased NJDTC appearances



c.  Community service



d.  Costs or partial costs of counseling sessions, services, tests, etc. 



e.  Curfew 



f.  Increased treatment intensity


g.  Increased breath, sweat, blood, and urine testing for alcohol and other drugs

h. Time in confinement for disrespect to the Court or Judge and/or lying to the Court or Judge, and as a sanction 
i. Geographical and or association limitations

j.    Confinement


j.   Termination from NJDTC.

____
 20.  I understand that in the event I am terminated from NJDTC, my case will remain with the presiding judge of the Ninth Judicial District Court and I waive any right I may have to substitute that judge.

_____ 21.  I understand that if after a hearing, it is the opinion of the NJDTC Judge that I have committed violations of this contract, which justify my arrest; the Judge may order my arrest and detention.

_____
 22.  I understand that if I diligently perform my obligations under this contract, the NJDTC may approve the following incentives:



a.  Praise and congratulations from the Judge



b.  Decreased NJDTC appearance requirements



c.  Release from community service or fines



d.  Increased visitation



e.  Financial incentives



f.  Decreased treatment intensity



g.  Decreased alcohol and other drug testing



i.  Graduation from NJDTC.

_____
 23.  I understand and agree that NJDTC is designed to be completed in a minimum of eighteen (18) months.  However, I further understand because of my individual treatment needs, completing the NJDTC program may take longer and require available additional services be provided to me.

_____
 24.  This contract is the only contract I have with the NJDTC.  There are no other deals, bargains, promises or understandings, whether written or otherwise, which change or alter this agreement.

_____
 27.  I understand that I may revoke this consent at any time except to the extent that action has been taken in reliance on it, and that in any event with the exception of the one year time period needed to have my life experiences evaluated after I graduate or otherwise leave the NJDTC program, this consent expires automatically when I am terminated from or graduate from the NJDTC.  In the event that I revoke this consent before my termination from the NJDTC, I understand that such revocation will result in my termination from the NJDTC.

_____ 28.  I have also read, and reviewed with legal counsel, the NJDTC’s Participant’s Handbook, have had an opportunity to ask any questions I have about the Participant’s Handbook, and agree to abide by the Rules listed therein.

STATEMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PARTICIPANT

I, ___________________________________, have read this entire Contract, and I have read and initialed each paragraph of this contract.  I have had adequate time to fully discuss this contract with my attorney.  I understand the terms of this contract and what is expected of me.  I freely and voluntarily agree to abide by the entire contract’s terms and conditions and I understand the consequences of my failure to do so.  I represent that at the time of execution of this contract, I am not under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.

DATED this __________day of ____________________________, 20___.







____________________________________








PARTICIPANT

STATEMENT AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF DEFENSE ATTORNEY

I, _________________________________, attorney for _______________________, have fully advised her/him of all of the terms and conditions of this Contract.  To the best of my knowledge, I believe that (s)he is entering into this contract out of her/his free will, and to the best of my knowledge that no improper promises, threats or other inducements have been made by the Team to cause her/him to enter into this contract.

DATED this __________day of _____________________________, 20__.








______________________________








DEFENSE ATTORNEY

(Rev. 05/02/07; 02/16/12)
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