
p1 esct tLe "some st d nddJ ds c f conduct common to all c a le
goliC$ " §§ J-::! - 103 and 2 - 2 - 104. MCA. would not apply to 
electt>d oi ltCelt; of local govetnments Such a 1esult would 
d ll ec ll )' con t It c l "' Lh the dbove stated put pose o l the Code 
of Eth1cs A statute should be tnLP r pteted so as to avoa d 
absl4ld tesu.ts Mont.ana Powe1 Co. v. C1emet. Mont . 
~~f r.~d 483 .;es rta~QI 

Moreo·.·et the Leur. "publtc of tl C.: t " must. b.: lnt.:tplet•·d to 
n~lu-1 .. elected l t t~ets I subdt\'tstons ol th.- state 111 
O!dt•t l( tllSUlt' l 11e COOtdll\olllOil 0 1 all the SeCllvllS Wllhtn 
th .. .tel. Hos~ettel • . Inland Development Ct t p o t atiOil ot 
Mon:_ar.a ~~::' Mc-nt lb' , :.•1 I .d .323. 13?( (!O.,.-) 

F t nd i 1 i' pt t!'\.' l t,.'\U~ 'I' ill lOllS I thiS ... ! t 1 -e hdve tmplt tt I;,· 
! e~'-'4ll 1 ::PO the dpJ.- •. ~d~!Ot. t> : the lOdf> C1 I E.Li tiCS t o e I" ·t t•d 
0 f t 1 '"t!' t s l ~UOd!VlSlOllS 01 the Sltltt: 3 Op. Att ' )' l;en. 
N I " -l I l • ><I dlld H< .J!' At • 'y Ve 1 N . .,,, Cl 'J~ .• , • 

THE.RE~ hE IT IS M'l ·F I N I •N: 

Th,.. del .ntt :ot. 
lt-1•1 MCA, 

COl..o;ll•: 1. 

MlK~ CI'\EEL':' 
A,_tOt:,c-: Ct:rtt"" lcl ! 

'/0LJME N • 3t< 

d "pub! IC 
,. nc . H.J,- '"'u 

H!CHWA\'S - SLh o, ~ "" o pe1-tl '" 

o z : ; c~ .1 •• .11 

"l " CL•·d memLcr 
<!Cl.IOI1 

01 .. 
·' -~-

SCHOOL ~USES - p e l .lt. >n u n ht<Jhways, covet 111g 0 1 c::or.ct:d It ng 
"school bus mdr k lngs 
~ NTANA C'ODE ANNCJTATEL - Sec• tull bl - 8 - .3'>1(31 

HEUJ "Schoo . bus· ma1K1ngs need n ot. be 
con c ealed ~hc1~ schoo, buses ate be1ng 
ttanspotl ·h!l Jren •.o 01 flom school 
sponso1ed : 1•ld lrt p s 01 111 connecllOll 
alhl.-t.lc evenLs C l other auLhot tzed 

COYt!tt:d 0 1 
Ut.lll zed t O 
on schoo' -

WlLh school 
actn•tttes. 
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James c. Nelson, Esq. 
Clactet County Atto~ney 
:to~ctl.'t c· unt.y Cour t.house 

C11t Bank , Montana 5042~ 

~ar Mt. NPlson: 

'lou have tequested my op11. o n o n th<· t o! low1nq question: 

Whel.her sect.tou bl - 8-35l(J 1 MCA. tequ11es "school 
bus" matktngs to be cc..:et·ed 0 1 conce.tled whete 
scnoo l buses a 1 e be. ng utt I 1 <:cd on schoo 1-
.:ponso• ·~d ltf'td ltlp::i 0 1 fot t.tanspollillt <>n ot 
•:chool ..:Juldten • c... and :rom school athleu • event:. 
u , o the1 <~uthott7cd actl\'ltles . 

·~rw !-la!ute 11. ques 1011. sec· 1"11 t: - .. -1"11 3 I MCA pr ovt des. 

When " "chool !Jus : .. b .. tna ope:alt:d upuu ,, highway 
1<-1 rutpotcs <. thet lttdll the actu.tl ll dllSpoll~tlOll 

I chtlda·n t•tthet lv 1 ll Otr sctwcl <1!1 matklll4S 
tht!t"!o:' ua1cdl1nq .. SCH~L BUS" shiall l.f! \"J~t~d 

0 I C'O llC'ed l •·O 

\'viii qu.•st :on lid 1 • 1. whelht:l tlw put p <>!> o:S you 1esr t 1 b .... , .. 
"putpos .. s O'h"l than 'he .. ctud! lldnspo t ' dt. on t .:h!ldt,.n 
c.liWl ~ 0 1 !:om ·clloo!" dS Lhdt phtoSt> I!> ..ao;t:d In o;e·tron 
• l - ~ - 35lt' 1 Mt:A .n · h., Educdllon • t• ... tht! tetn. " : ,uts
pot:.dll.:>n'' lias ,; . p~c• tl meantng dnd 1s .l..,lted t c he 
CUilVC)oliH ~ o t .:t pU!Jl• bt>t'~<'CII hiS leqa. l!'»tdt:ncc and the.: 
sc:hool lw <ltLet,ds § .' - 10- 1011 II MCA llttdet sect.on 
1· .? - 10'' MCA, lhl» deltnll!On dppltes UH >UQII lll tJw 'Ode 
utd••ns ,s conlloH" "'t.<>nt• •I• yld.nly ppecttS :n mi op1n1on 
such .. cvnttaty tntentt<;n doe!' appeat. The · wo s c • tons, 
~0- 1 - lOltll .. nd bl - t! - 3'11Jl MC,> ate rtot.!..!.! ~ mdtt!tla 
they Q O VC!Il dlltelf'lll UbJ~CtS "TlcliiSpO!ldtl II lO ) 1 f101r 
scl•o< i" 1s platnly bt oadPt llan conveyance be t w.-en d legal 
1 ~5, de nee dl\d schoo' It hds • <>ng been the 1 u !c.' Lha t 
lcqtalat1vc tnLent qov .. tns •he tnt~lptetat.ton 1 a stdLut .. 
.. nd hat ~uch tntent must 11 posstble bt- detellttned 11om 
the plain me an1ng ot the wotds used Haket v southwestetn 
~ Co .• _ Mont __ ~·ll l . .:d "'24. -7- (I"<'S) In many 
cases " cl.lld who 1s betng l t anspot ted 1 a schoal 
sponso!'crl tteld lltp ot to and itom school athleuc events 
o t oLh"' author·rzed actlvtttes ts bct.nq lt anspo rted " t o 01 
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from school" 1n connec t1on wtth the act1v1ty . Accord1ng ly, 
where s c.;hool b u ses are heing utllJ.:z:ed for such purposes. 
the1r "school bus" mark1ngs need not be covered or concealed 
putsuant to sect1on 61-8 -3~1(3), MCA 

Ho wever , where school buses are b~1ng ut t l tzed f oL purpose s 
that d o not tnvolve transport~ng chtldren e1 ther to or f1·om 
school. sectton bl -8-3~1 ( 3 ) , MCA . woul d apply . I f a school 
bus ts betng used to transpot· t a group of teachers . o t an 
adult booste r gtoup to o. ftom an athlet1c event 0 1 o ther 
acttvt·y , for examp le. the "school bus" mat k lnq s must be 
covered or conceal ed . There may be c1 1Cumstances 1n wh1 ch a 
school bus ts b el ng used t o tt ansp01 t children and the 
cht ldren ate not be tng t aken to 01. fl om school. such a s 
whe1 e a ClVlC group u1.111:z:es school buses a s pall o t a 
tec teatt onal ac tlVtty . Hete t oo, '' school bus" matktngs must 
be cove r ed o r conceal!'d tn accotJance wt th sect1on bt - 1:1 -
3~>1 ( 3). MCA The pa1t.tcula1 tacts ot il gtven sllua Lton 
contt c:-1. 

rHEREF"ORE. I 1 t S MY Ot I 1'1 I 1'1 : 

"School bus" mcH k tngs nee d not be co•:eted o t concealed 
where school bu;;e s at<> betng uul , zed to uanspo t t: 
chtldren to o t 1t om sch<'OI on school - sponso tc:d ft c: ld 
tttps 0 1 In ~onnect.ton wtth school athleuc event.s 0 1 
o the1 authotazed acttvtttes. 

~e ry L t uly youts, 

MI KE GREELY 
Attotney Genetal 

VOLUME NO. 39 Ol'tNivN I'IC 10~ 

ELECTIONS - llratnagf" d t slt l Cl and Il l ~gallon dlSLIICl com
mtsstonet electtous, conduct.~~ 
COUNT> OfFICERS ANtJ EMPLOYEES - Elec-llon cldno.ntsl t a lot duty 
t v conduct. dtdllld9~ and ltttqat.ton dtstr1-t ~l~cttons· 
DRA ! NACE DISTRICTS ·ommtss t o ntt electlOilS, duty of 
e l e c t ton admtntsttatot; 
IRR!CATION DISTRICTS r·ommtsstonet el~cttons . duty o f 
e l ectton adml ntst.Jator· 
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATEll SeC'll on 
8~-7- 17u2. 8~ - ~- 1 7 10 a~-~ - 302. b~- ij -

13 - 1-101. 
&. 

13- l - 301. 
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