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fically authorize actual travel expenses for court stenographers Section 
59-802 is not applicable to such officers by the very terms of the act. 

Section 59-801 is a general statute and Section 93-1906 is a special 
statute. In that the latter statute was enacted at the same time as the 
former it is controlling. The Montana Supreme Court stated in re 
Stevenson, 87 Mont. 486, 498, 289 Pac. 566: 

" ... Where one statute deals with a subject in general and 
comprehensive terms and another deals with a part of the same 
subject in a more minute and definite way, to the extent of any 
necessary repugnancy between them the special will prevail over 
the general statute!' 

In that Section 93-1906 was amended to include the actual and 
necessary expenses of the court stenographers subsequent to the en
actment of Section 59-802, (1927 for the former and 1923 for the latter) 
it is the controlling statute. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that district court stenographers are 
entitled to actual and necessary expenses of transportation and living, 
as stated in Section 93-1906, R.C.M., 1947. The mileage allowance of 
7c per mile provided by Sections 59-801, and 59-802, R.C.M., 1947, is 
not applicable to district court stenographers. 

Very truly yours, 

FORREST H. ANDERSON 

Attorney General 

Opinion No. 18 

STATE VOCATIONAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS: Commitment: duty of 
school to accept girls legally committed-STATE INSTITUTIONS: 

Inmates: assignment of custody and control-Sections 80-902, 
80-903,80-918 and 80-919, Revised Codes of Montana, 1947 

Held: The State Vocational School for Girls must accept all girls legally 
committed to it by a district court or judge. 

Miss Harriet Miller, Secretary 
State Board of Education 
Capitol Building 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Miss Miller: 

July 9, 1959 

You have requested my opmlOn whether the State Vocational 
School for Girls must accept pregnant or mentally deficient girls. 
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The act authorizing the creation of the State Vocational School for 
Girls specifically states the purpose of the institution. Section 80-902, 
ReM, 1947, provides: 

"Said school is to be for the care, education, training, and 
safekeeping of girls between the ages of eight and twenty-one 
years, who are legally committed thereto by a court of record." 

There is no question that the purpose of the institution is both 
educational and corrective, and as a corrective institution the principal 
of the school is commanded to accept all girls legally committed to it. 
Section 80-903, ReM, 1947, provides: 

"It shall (be) the duty of the presiding officer of such school to 
receive, to the extent of the capacity of the institution, all girls 
committed to its care under the provisions of this act, and to keep 
the same until they arrive at the age of twenty-one years, or until 
they are discharged by law, or paroled under the rules of said 
school." (Emphasis supplied) 

Section 80-918, ReM, 1947, provides the only means of commit
ment to the state vocational school for girls: 

"When any girl . . . shall. in any court of record be found 
guilty of any crime except murder or manslaughter, or if for want 
of proper parental care is growing up as a mendicant, vagrant, or 
delinquent, and complaint thereof is properly made and sustained 
by the evidence, the court or judge may, if in his opinion the 
accused is a proper subject therefor . . . cause an order to be 
entered for such girl to be sent to the state vocational school for 
girls, in pursuance of the provisions of this act ... " (Emphasis 
supplied) 

Section 80-919, ReM, 1947, provides for a hearing before commit
ment and further states: 

". . . and if, upon such examination or hearing, such judge 
shall be satisfied that the girl is a fit subject for said vocational 
school for girls, he may commit her to said school by warrant. 

"No girl shall be committed to said school who is subject to 
epileptic fits, and she must be possessed of that degree of mental 
and bodily health which would render her a fit subject for the 
training of said school. 

"It shall be the duty of the court or judge committing any such 
girl to cause her to be examined by a physician, . . . who shall 
certify to the above facts, which certificate shall be forwarded to 
said vocational school for girls with the commitment." (EmphasiS 
supplied) 

At the hearing provided for by Section 80-919, supra, the court 
examines the subject's mental and physical condition. With the excep-
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tion of girls subject to epileptic fits, all girls determined by the court 
to have a sufficient degree of mental and physical health to make them 
fit subjects for training must be admitted to the school. The vo
cational school administrators have no authority to make an inde
pendent determination regarding a girl's fitness or to refuse admission 
of a girl committed to their care. 

It is therefore my opinion that the state vocational school for girls 
must accept all girls legally committed to it by a district court or judge. 

Very truly yours, 

FORREST H. ANDERSON 
Attorney General 

Opinion No. 19 

LABOR: Medical insurance, may contract for-WORKMEN'S COM
PENSATION: Hospital contracts-Section 92-610, Revised Codes of 

Montana, 1947 

Held: Empl~yees or their bargaining representative may be parties to 
a hospital contract under Section 92-610, RCM. 1947. 

Mr. W. W. Casper, Secretary 
State Industrial Accident Board 
Capitol Building 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Mr. Casper: 

August 6, 1959 

You have asked whether a three party hospital contract to furnish 
medical and hospital benefits under the Workmen's Compensation 
Act is permitted by the act. You state in your request for my opinion 
that the bargaining agency for the employees has proposed a hospital 
contract to be entered into by the employer, the employees, and the 
hospital, but that the employer resists the proposal on the grounds that 
a contract with the employees as parties is illegal. 

Since any contract to provide hospital benefits must be filed with 
your board and be approved by your board an opinion now on this 
point might assist the parties concerned in determining upon a contract 
and your board in granting or denying approval of the contract. 

The fact that there would be more than two parties to the hospital 
contract in itself would not invalidate it. Contracts are often entered 
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